ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 51

April 01, 2010

From:  Alderman John Hoffmann

THE GREAT DEBATE (Actually the Candidate Forum): The big Candidate’s Forum was held at the Garden Villa Thursday night.  Despite littering the town with more yard signs than even Steve Fons…it was the expected turnout at Garden Villa.  The Deer people were out in force.  All the aldermen who were not running for re-election were there, a couple former aldermen, the candidate’s spouses and then maybe 20 other folks. 

Of course the people living at Garden Villa that showed up may have found themselves cheated a bit in the world of local politics as there was no race in Ward-4 with Phil Behnen running unopposed.

1-ACRE ZONING:  The first question was a big softball.  Do you favor one-acre zoning.  Everyone said they did.  The fact that Steve Fons, Phil Behnen and Nancy Avioli said they did didn’t surprise me, but had me wondering, especially about Fons, who later stole Mayor Jon Dalton’s line how he got the developer to change the plans for Town and Country Crossing.  Well included in those plans that Behnen and Avioli later voted for was the Villas of Town and County Crossing. 

These were to be multiple family luxury units crammed into the area to the west of the Target Store on far less than one-acre lots. Thankfully the funding for these $775,000 to $1,000,000 units dried up.  Can you picture being in a $1,000,000 condo squeezed between the Target store to the east and the 24-hour CVS Drugstore to the West?  Now thanks living!  What Steve Fons and Jon Dalton gave away was valuable revenue producing commercial land to a residential project that did not meet our 1-acre housing standard and to date has never been built.

PRINCIPIA REZONING:  All the candidates were against allowing Principia to rezone the open property on the west end of the campus for business. Phil Behnen mentioned that currently the property is zoned Major Educational Campus and if someone bought part of it for a private school that could be as bad or worse than having businesses there. 

I mentioned that Principia bought that land before it was part of Town and Country and before Town and Country city limits were west of Topping Road. Principia was there before the other subdivisions were built nearby.  I certainly believe that they should have an opportunity to sell off their investment but the only kind of zoning I could ever foresee would be one-acre housing or educational. 

The other big problem with the original Principia plan was the lack of risk and reward. Principia wanted to sell long term leases for the property but retain ownership. All reward and no risk.  The plan was flawed both on a zoning level and as an ethical capitalistic venture.   

GREENSPACE:  The question was what did we think of obtaining more green space?  Al Gerber thought it was a dandy idea. Everyone else mentioned that it was not very cost effective.

Al even mentioned that with our special sales tax for parks we have the ability to buy more parks. 

I stated it was a colossal waste of money.  People who own 10 acres of land have every right to sell the land off for one-acre housing. I mentioned that three parks were a lot and that it seemed that green space proponents were BLIND TO THE FACT THAT THREE SIDES OF THE VERY LARGE COUNTY QUEENY PARK ARE SURROUNDED BY Town and Country.  

We only had a minute to answer a question and I really had to work fast on this one.  Next I mentioned contrary to Al’s thinking there was plenty of money to buy more parks in the Parks and Storm Water fund, that the sales tax was actually the Storm Water and Parks Tax and since the beginning of this tax other than for one small water project all the money has gone to paying off the parks we have purchased. There are currently some storm water projects that are desperate for funding.  On this point Phil Behnen agreed with me.  It was a little odd that Al was lost on these facts since he sits on the Public Works and STORM WATER Commission.  

DEER:  Nancy Avioli said her record was she that voted for killing deer and sterilizing deer.  She thought it was a good start.

Laura Chaney said while she and her daughter volunteer at no-kill shelters she believes public safety have to come first and is for reducing the deer herds.  Maria Perron was a little wishy-washy on it but put public safety first before deer.    

Steve Fons proudly said he voted against every proposal that involved killing deer. Al Gerber said he was against killing deer and thought there was a better way to control the deer population, but didn’t tell us what that was.

When it was my turn it was easy…I was more interested in the HEALTH SAFETY AND WELFARE OF PEOPLE than I was the health, safety and welfare of deer. I mentioned that car-deer accidents were up 71%.  I said how East Coast communities are closing parks annually and shooting deer not to reduce the amount of herd, but to try and keep the population from increasing.

I finished with how Washington University just released a research study on how deer are bringing blood borne illness through deer ticks to Missouri.  We had to get our heads out of the sand and do something.

FIRST STUDPIDEST COMMENT OF THE NIGHT:  Fons followed me on the deer question and lectured me that of course the deer crashes were up 71% it was because the volume of traffic had increased on our roads due to the Highway 40 construction.  The dummy got it completely backwards!  The deer-car accident rate sky rocketed 71% after the Western half of Hwy 40 was completed and the volume of traffic on our streets dropped.  We had 55 accidents in 2008 with all the extra traffic and 94 accidents in 2009 after all the extra traffic was gone. Fons would make a couple more STUPID statements during the evening. 

CONSENSUS BUILDING:  What would we do to build consensus?  That was the question and I was sure it was a chance for Fons and Nancy Avioli to take shots at me for writing this newsletter. But I was surprised most of the candidates talked about how they would reach out to the residents. 

When it was my turn I said how I my concern was the residents and not the politicians.  I kept the one promise I made in 2008 when I ran and that was to keep the residents informed of what was going at city hall and with the Board of Aldermen.  I put out a regular newsletter and have paid for a website to post the newsletters.  I said how other alderman might not like what I write, but the residents know what it going on and what my opinion of it is. 

STRATEGIC COMMMISSION:  80% of the questions at these forums are set ups sent in by people in the crowd with a vested interest. Most everyone responded how citizen committees and long range planning were good. I said that 98% of the residents in my ward want to come home from work or if they are retired enjoy their leisure time and do not want to help run a government.  If you think we need another commission or committee, why not get rid of the Board of Aldermen and have an annual Town Hall meeting and let everyone vote on every issue.  I did mention on major issues I would like to see non-binding referendums on the ballot once in a while to allow citizens more of a voice.  

I continued that most residents don’t want to be involved in city government.  What they want is if they need the police or fire or an ambulance, they can pick up the phone and five or 10 minutes later the police or paramedics are at their house and they want their street plowed when it snows.  I added that we needed to focus on primary services. 

BIKE TRAILS:  The question was about adding more bike trails. Phil Behnen and Nancy Avioli talked about the trail to be build along Clayton Road from Mason to Bopp.  Steve Fons said how he personally put in the sidewalk from Woods Mill to Mason. 

I had to spoil things by saying the TRAIL on Clayton from Mason to Bopp was merely a wide sidewalk. I then said before thinking about building bike trails we have to do something with the County Highway Department about getting sidewalks on Mason Road to Queeny Park and how Mason Road at the entrance to a major park is the most unsafe road in the city where there are no sidewalks.   

LONGVIEW PARK PARKING: Nancy Avioli said she has never seen a parking problem when she has attended meetings at Longview.  I think Nancy must be attending mostly night time meetings during the winter because there are plenty of days in the spring and summer when empty parking spaces are gone or at a premium.  

Maria Perron, Laura Chaney and I brought up the poor planning by the city to build a $1.5 million conference center and not think about parking.  Laura said while she went door to door she was told more than once that people had heard the tennis court at Longview would be removed for more parking and they were not happy about it. (Actually that was a real recommendation by the city’s overpaid park consultant.)  I mentioned that I was not crazy about paving over part of the park because the mayor failed to do a usage study.  I preferred keeping the park primarily a passive park.  I also mentioned that thankfully there was little demand to rent the glass conference center.  

Phil Behnen suggested we think about using very expensive paving bricks that can have grass grow on top of them but still support parked cars. 

Al Gerber suggested that maybe park patrons could park at the Mason Village Shopping Center.  Oh that is a great idea.  I am sure the merchants who are trying to provide parking for their customers would love to see spaces disappear by non paying park users.  Now Al lives in the condos directly behind the shopping center.  Perhaps he would like to donate his and his wife’s parking space for people wanting to use Longview.      

AS DUMB AS AL’S SUGGESTION WAS STEVE FONS’ IDEA WAS FAR WORSE! OR SECOND STUPIDEST COMMENT OF THE NIGHT:  Fons said that he brought up “behind close doors” how the city needed to buy a house for sale across the street from the park. Hell-o did he say behind closed doors?  Why yes he did.   You can go behind close doors to negotiate real estate deals, but not to bring up the need for more parking and the following discussion. 

Secondly, I am sure the residents who lived next to any lot on Clayton Road where Steve wants to build a parking lot plus the residents of Williamsburg subdivision would love have the noise, lights, litter, smells and water run off all associated with a parking lot next to their property.  How did this guy ever get a elected?                

WHAT ARE YOUR QUALIFICATIONS FOR NEGOTIATING A NEW FIRE SERVICE CONTRACT?  When this question was asked I must have looked like the cat who ate the canary.  Back in Maryland I wrote contracts and set up policy and then delivered police services to three neighboring cities in the Chevy Chase area. I did try and also mention other options we need to consider when dealing with fire service before signing a contract with the Fire District, such as consolidating with Frontenac and Ladue.  I led off my comments by saying how the average pay for a firefighter with the Fire District is around $95,000 a year and how we could cut labor costs in a third by having our own fire department. 

THIRD STUPIDEST COMMENT OF THE NIGHT:  Steve Fons followed me on this and said how he thought we were getting a bargain with the Fire District.  Just what you want to hear from a city official as we start to look at a new fire/EMS service contract!  Yes Steve Fons thinks maybe the Fire District is not getting enough from us!               

GOOD POINTS:  Maria Perron brought up the failure at Longview Park where we paid for a $1.5 million addition to the Longview farmhouse while the farmhouse itself needs a new roof, new windows, tuck pointing and a new HVAC system.

ODD POINT:  Nancy Avioli, who has dodged regular complaints from Ward-1 residents of not answering phone calls and emails, said she wanted to send a newsletter out to the residents telling them what was going on without mentioning other aldermen (taking a shot at this newsletter).  She added it would go to specific people and not to a large random list of email addresses (taking a shot at gadflies Mariette Palmer and Suzie Getzchman whose emails are famous for libelous lies about residents and officials who disagree with them.)  It seems to me that this was Nancy almost admitting what a terrible job she has done keeping in contact with her Ward-1 residents. You have to wonder how she will find time to do a newsletter if she doesn’t have time to return a phone call.

THE BIG WINNER:  I have to think that while I might have put on a good show, the big winner was Laura Chaney.  Steve Fons said so many stupid things that it made Laura look like the only rational choice in Ward-3.      

SIGN WARS:  Daltonites in 2009 were not the civil and dignified people they led everyone to believe. Several people on major roads that had my signs last year received numerous anonymous calls at all hours demanding they take down the signs.  Those people did not want to go through that again this year.  I don’t blame them.  

PRETEND THEY ARE DEER:  The sign nonsense this year reminds me of 2008 when I defeated Tim Welby.  I would put up a sign and Tim would try to get them to take it down or go across the street and try to put two up.  It was stupid.  How many signs do you need in a subdivision? 

With Al Gerber taking the position not to harm a hair on the head of a deer…I have taken the approach to visualize all those Gerber signs are actually deer standing by the side of the road.   Because that is what it is going to look like if we don’t become more aggressive with our deer control program. 

THE CONSTITUTION? WE DON’T NEED NO STINKING CONSTITUTION:  A resident called me after asking Development and Planning Director Sharon Rothmel if she could have more than one political sign.  She was told that it was against the rules.  WHAT RULES?  Examples of rules are: “NO skateboards on the Tennis Courts” or “No Dogs Allowed in the Longview Conference Center.” 

Ordinances about signs are local laws. Federal Court rulings have stuck down most municipal sign ordinances concerning political speech.  The big case in this area was the one in Ladue where Ladue spent over $250,000 trying to keep a resident from putting up an anti-war sign.   

Town and Country does not have rules about signs.  We have a city ordinance that is similar to those that have been struck down by the Federal Courts.  I called Sharon and got the same RULES routine. She talks about non-existent rules rather than telling citizens that it is okay to put up political signs.

I asked Sharon if the City Attorney Steve Garrett told her the city could not enforce the political sign ordinance because it is unconstitutional.  She said he had, but it is still against the RULES. 

FORMER ALDERWOMAN FILES COMPLAINT:  Keep in mind there is no current political sign ordinance since the Federal Courts have struck them down as unconstitutional.  Apparently deer supporter and former alderwomen Barbara Ann Hughes filed a complaint about more than one sign in a yard with the city.  Instead of telling her that the ordinance is null and void, Rothmel said she would notify the candidates.  Here is the complaint:

From: Richard Hughes [mailto:barbhugs@swbell.net] 
Sent: Sunday, March 28, 2010 9:38 PM
To: Rothmel, Sharon H.
Cc: Barbara Ann Hughes
Subject: Illegal Politial Signs 3-29-10
 Sharon: I am writing to request that the City of Town and Country's sign ordinance be enforced and that the following signs be addressed by City staff.

 Avoli:  Three signs in front of Mark Dunn's law office on the north outer road.

           Two signs in front of 1738 Topping (second sign should be around the corner) 

Perron:  Two signs in front of 1502 Clayton Road

 Hoffman:  Two signs in front of 12325 Clayton Road

 I would think that Candidate Avoli and Candidate Hoffman, especially as seated Aldermen and both sworn-in to uphold the ordinances of the City of Town and Country, would want to address the aforementioned issues in a timely manner.
 Please advise.

 Thank you,

 Barbara Ann Hughes

HERE IS MY RESPONSE:

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Hoffmann 

To: barbhugs@swbell.net 

Cc: Maria V. Perron ; aviolinm@town-and-country.org 

Sent: Monday, March 29, 2010 11:47 PM

Subject: signs

Barbara:
 

I have received your complaint filed with Sharon Rothmel.  Perhaps you are not aware that about 10 years ago the Federal Courts here and across the country struck down city ordinances concerning political signs as violations of the first amendment.  Since Town and Country sign laws concerning political signs and laws about other non-commercial signs have been declared illegal...myself, Nancy Avioli and Maria Perron (the subjects of your complaint) are not violating any law nor are the property owners who have put up non-commercial signs. 
 

John Hoffmann
SPEAKING OF RULES:  It is against our city laws to use any material paid for from city funds to campaign or to use the city logo on campaign material.  Last year Mayor Dalton was sticking his city business card along with campaign literature into doors along Clayton Road where people were not at home.  I saw this myself both when people would give me the material and when I would go to a door and see it still stuck there. It seemed a little petty to complain, but I found it interesting that the ”Dignified Candidate” Mayor Dalton was not above violating the local laws about using city property and city logos for political purposes. 

This year, people in Ward 3 have told me that Alderman Steve Fons is leaving his city business cards at homes he visits.  I am not surprised in the least.     

THE MARIETTE PALMER AND SAVE THE DEER ENDORSEMENTS:

If you have ever gone to Board of Aldermen or Deer Task Force meetings you have been sure to have seen and heard Mariette Palmer.  She is an elderly white headed lady with white tattooed lips.   She has a long email list and likes to think she controls the local political scene.  Her number-one issue is to save all deer.  My opponent, Al Gerber has been sitting with her in the audience at Aldermanic meetings for the last nine months. Mariette has given money to his campaign. 

Mariette is famous for sending out emails so filled with lies that they would be libelous if it wasn’t next to impossible to libel an elected official. Her emails are passed from person to person and usually eventually get sent to me.  Here is her take on the Ward-2 aldermanic race:

In Ward Two we are supporting Al Gerber.  (Armand Hoffstetter has two signs for John Hoffmann is his yard on Weidman Road).

 

In Ward One we are supporting Nancy Avioli, whom we have been talking with in regard to using non-lethal methods for wildlife population control, as well as in regard to having closer communication with constituents.  Maria Perron has become curt and divisive in spite of our welcoming her participation in the campaign.  She is for killing the deer.  She is backed by David Karney and John Hoffmann. (By we, I mean Susie Getzschman, Skip Mange, and me).

 

Mariette

LIES, LIES AND MORE LIES:  To my knowledge Alderman Karney has not endorsed any candidate.  I am quite sure that I have not endorsed any candidate.  Next, claiming that Maria Perron is in favor of killing deer is a bit hollow since Nancy Avioli actually voted for killing deer. This fact apparently completely escapes Mrs. Palmer. 

There is another email that was sent to Ward-1 residents by one of Mrs. Palmer’s cohorts that I would love to include in this newsletter, but it includes such out and out lies about Town and Country residents and officials it would be grossly unfair.  However here is a portion of the newsletter that pertains to me and her endorsement of Nancy Avoili:

“Hey Neighbors!
I don't know about you, but I've been a little confused about the Ward 1Candidates this go around. Since we residents have more impact on localelections, I hope that everyone finds time to cast a vote on April 6th.Remember, Skip Mange lost his first election by, what, two votes?

…the other (she means me) has spewed out dozens of letters to his constituents making fun of other aldermen and our current mayor, and has called in a local journalist to cast aspersions on the whole city in the Post Dispatch‹-an odd alliance, for sure!

I talked to our present alderman, NANCY AVIOLI, the incumbent, too. She has
pledged greater transparency in her second full term a newsletter posted on
the city website and a willingness to vote her conscience in the face of
pressure from other Board members.”

Once again someone from the opposition thinks it is bad for elected officials to let residents know what the local issues are and what the official thinks of them, including the actions of other officials.  This is total transparency!  Clearly Mrs. Palmer and her friends think that is bad. But WAIT!  In the same email she says she wants to help Mrs. Avioli do the same thing.  

I JUST SNAP MY FINGERS:   Also this email writer is so delusional that she believes I can call in Post-Dispatch reporters and columnists at will to write articles and columns per my directions.  Reporters and columnists research and write their own articles and columns.  Apparently Mrs. Palmer’s group is unhappy with a free press, unless it writes favorable stories toward saving deer.

That email was followed up by this one, where the person forwarding the email removed the names of the sender because he was fearful of reprisals from the Deer Hugger group;

“She (Maria Perron) has picked up the only support available to her, Karney and Hoffmann. They intend to use her for their own purposes—to gain control over ward 1. I spent a half hour with Aviloli today, and she wants me to help her figure out how to do a newsletter without bankrupting herself. She is aware of her inadequacies and doesn’t intend to be a block with anyone. She has allowed Lynn Wright to speak for her because she got busy with her family and her job, and she understands that she has not been a good alderman. BUT she wants to fix all that, and she is enlisting my help to help her communicate with our ward.

I am willing because I love to write anyway, and that will keep me in the loop, aware of all the things going on.  Skip has told everyone that he would not support Maria Perron for several reasons, but he will support Avioli.  Perron has obeyed Karney and now refuses to look at or speak to anyone of our group—is that fine with you? The Mayor does not actually have a hold on the aldermen. They work out their differences before the work session so that the meeting reflects a concensus worked out ahead of time. 

I guess I’m glad you’re supporting Fons, since the alternative seems to be more Karney and Hoffstetter. They are building a coalition to fight Dalton’s concensus-building—not because they love deer—You remember what Hoffstetter has said about deer in the past.


 Karney and Hoffmann are the ones helping Maria with her campaign.  You can also check with Skip Mange.  She is definitely for killing the deer.  She does not even speak to ______ , or me.  
 

Hoffstetter has signs for John Hoffmann in his yard.  Remember Hoffmann not only wants to kill deer, but he sent a letter to the Deer Task Force he thinks we should grind them up for fertilizer.  “

First of all I have never sent a letter of any kind to the Deer Task Force, let alone one wanting deer fertilizer.

Again I have not endorsed anyone.   I don’t know about Mr. Karney, but I have no desire to control Ward 1.  The idea of controlling a woman who runs her own law firm is offensive.    

It is an interesting endorsement when they write that Nancy Avioli “understands she has not been a good alderman.”  Why would this group want to return a person to office who admitted to them she has done a bad job?  Of course with this group you have to wonder if Nancy ever made that admission.    

These people have been making things up for years and clearly are delusional.  Consider the main source, none other than Mariette Palmer, the woman with the tattooed white lips.  To combat these false emails filled with lies and hate it would be very helpful if not only you vote, but drag a neighbor who doesn’t usually vote along. 

THE TWO INCUMBENTS:  If you look at the Post-Dispatch Voter Guide section from Friday March 26 paper you may have noticed Al Gerber claims he is the incumbent and then writes he has never held elected office.   

Under PAST POLITICAL EXPERIENCE Gerber claims he has none.  You would think being the president of the local Democratic Township would qualify and might be something voters would like to know. 

NO BLUE RIBBON FOR THIS COMMISSION OR ISN’T IT IRONIC?:  For the first two meetings of Mayor Dalton’s Fire Service Commission the chairman, David Karney didn’t show up.  He was out of town for the first meeting and forgot about the second meeting.  So on Monday March 29, it was somewhat ironic, several city hall staffers, myself and Ald. Phil Behnen showed up as did the Chairman, David Karney…BUT NONE OF THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS SHOWED!  I mean ZERO, ZIP, NADA!

In 2005 Dalton appointed a Fire Committee that never voted on a final report or even wrote a final report.  He kept referring to that group as his “Blue Ribbon Commission” when he tried to justify resigning a five-year deal with the Fire District.  We can only hope he does not give the current committee a Blue Ribbon when everyone misses a meeting.       

GOOD NEWS BAD NEWS:  The police dispatcher we laid off at Christmas time found a job quickly as a dispatcher with AAA but at a big reduction in salary.  However she has now been hired as a police dispatcher supervisor for the St. Charles Police Department.  She is working in a much busier dispatch center making more money with more responsibilities than in Town and Country.  The shame is that we got rid of such a talented employee when we did not have to.  The money was there if we would have made cuts to some frills we don’t need. 

The other two female employees fired at the same time are still looking for work often applying for the same jobs. 

EGG-ETC, EGG-ETC, EGG-ETC AND NOW THE CARTOONS
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When I was a baseball writer on the East Coast I would often leave the press box and sit with an older scout behind plate for a couple innings.  He used to say, “I understand about a pitcher “ being out of gas.”  I know where you can find more gas but where do you go when someone is ‘out of stuff.’”

Here is the answer
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