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June 08, 2009

From John Hoffmann

On Saturday June 6 from 8am to 11am the Town and Country Board of Aldermen held the annual “retreat and work session meeting.  Here are the highlights.  

ON THE 65TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY…FRED MEYLAND-SMITH AND BOARD ATTEMPT TO CRUSH FIRST AMENDMENT AND STOP POLITICAL FREE SPEECH.   The best came at the end of the meeting.  It looked like we finished up 15 minutes early, but President of the Board of Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith put an end to any notion of leaving early.

Fred began handing out documents while saying how several of his fellow board members have come to him to ask him to address the subject of “communications” among the board members.  I had not yet seen the document he was handing out but I could already figure out he was not happy about this newsletter or my musings in it.  My guess was confirmed when I got the following document:

  June 6, 2009 

Town And Country 

Aldermen Code of Behavior 

As aldermen we recognize that we are in service to our community. Our goal is to make Town and Country an even better place to live and work. Our behavior towards one another, our residents, the City's businesses and the Municipal staff should always be exemplary, marked by mutual respect, fairness and objectivity. 

We should communicate openly and factually. We should listen to one another, work to understand and build consensus. However, we also recognize that we have the right to express views, state positions and dissent. Each of us has the right to stand for what we believe in. 

We commit, however, that our interaction and the expression of our views will not call into question other member's integrity or intelligence. We will not engage in personal attack, use derogatory or insulting language about the individual. If we have a disagreement with one another, we will address it directly and personally with that individual. We have the right to make public our position on matters impacting our City. However, we will not disparage individuals in the public expression of our views. 

Nancy Marshall Avioli 
David A. Karney 

Phil J. Behnen 
FrederickJ. Meyland-Smith 

Stephen R. Fons 
Tim Welby 

John W. Hoffmann 
Lynn H. Wright 

I was dumbfounded.  This was a clear attempt to try and silence or at least tone down the comments or writings about my observations of Town and Country city government. 

“Let me be blunt,” said Fred.  “I don’t want to see fellow aldermen use words like, ‘stupid’, ‘liar’ or ‘dumber than dumb’ when discussing other aldermen or their proposals. 

Mayor Dalton said he was not included on the document and wanted to be.  Fred then said he did not want to be presumptuous and include the mayor without his permission but was happy to add him.  Of course these two were not stomping on the First Amendment with their jackboots…no...They did it the West County way.   Fred was wearing a pair of brushed saddle shoes and Jon “April Love” Dalton had on a pair of white bucks…I kid you not (apologies to Jack Paar). 

Alderman Phil Behnen thought it needed a little wordsmithing, but it was okay.  Alderwoman Nancy Avioli said she thought it was okay.

Alderman Tim Welby was all for it and said, “This is life 101.”  

Alderman David Karney said he liked it but wanted all commission members to be included.  I have to think that would be David taking aim at Mariette Palmer who reads long rambling tirades before many Board of Aldermen meetings and sends out caustic emails to a large list of residents, and who has been less than kind over the years to Karney when he was mayor.  Palmer is also on the Conservation Commission. 

What startled me was the fact that two attorneys thought this document was fine.  Jon Dalton is a lobbyist more interested recently in defeating pension improvements for St. Louis Police Officers, so I can understand his position.  But Nancy Avioli is a staff attorney at Monsanto.   I am guessing that Nancy has been worried too much about fighting seed cleaning operations involving Monsanto seeds and protecting the Round Up trade name for Monsanto, to remember the Bill of Rights.    

DUMBER THAN DUMB:  My first comment was that Fred was asking us to basically vote on his Code of Behavior and the meeting was advertised only as a retreat-work session, meaning the item was not properly placed on an agenda for public review or notification.  The city attorney agreed with me on this point.  One would think that the president of the Board of Aldermen would be aware of this problem.  Next I addressed the chilling aspect of Fred’s document, taking away the freedom of speech of a member of the Board of Aldermen. 

“I think that it is sad on the 65th anniversary of D-Day that Fred would present a document like this.  I don’t know about the rest of you, but I have at great expense taken a trip to the Normandy region of France.  I had the honor to walk the beaches at Normandy and walk through the American cemetery.  But here on this day is a document that wants to stomp out freedom of speech.  If something like this existed at the time of Adams and Jefferson we would have no Federalist Papers or spirited first presidential campaigns,” I said having no apparent effect on the board members. 

Fred and the others want to interfere with your rights to read an elected official’s unbiased opinions.   It is as simple as that. 

In cases where aldermen try and put small city trash haulers out of business, where an alderman sends out a mass email questioning specifically my mental health due to my position on the deer issue, when staff persons do not get bids on a $25,000 project…I believe I have a right and a obligation to call such conduct STUPID or even worse.

VIOLATION OF THE OATH OF OFFICE:  In the oath of office taken by the mayor and each alderperson, we swear to “UPHOLD THE CONSTITUTION OF UNITED STATES OF AMERICAN.”  Clearly with this Code of Behavior Fred, Mayor Dalton and all the rest of the alderpersons are now in violation of their oath of office.  If they sign this document there should an inquiry to remove them from office. 

THINGS ARE BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE NORMANDY, BEL NOR AND NORTHWOODS IN TOWN AND COUNTRY:  If you follow local news closely you would be aware that a few years ago the Board of Directors of the Normandy Fire Protection District was changed on a vote along racial lines. The new board changed the name of the district to the Northeast Fire Protection District. The Board of Directors has in recent years banned residents from speaking at meetings if what they said in the past offended members.  They have banned residents from attending meetings who have said things that offended the directors and had off-duty police officers remove them if they tried to attend a meeting.  The Board of Directors have paid the district’s attorney thousands of dollars to write letters to residents telling them they are banned from entering the district building or attending meetings. Well now it appears as if Fred and Mayor Dalton are taking a page from the Northeast Fire Protection District book.

TRASH…SOME ANTI-SANDERS COMMENTS AT THE MEETING:  When we reached the subject of Solid Waste Management, Mayor Dalton said he had been buried in phone calls after Charles Sanders sent out a letter saying he was ceasing business and turning over his customers to Meridian Hauling, who then began to deliver 64 gallon recycling carts to Mr. Sanders’ customers. 

Craig Wilde then passed around a copy of a letter Mr. Sanders had sent his customers. The mayor said the letter inferred the city had something to do with Mr. Sanders going out of business and when residents called Mr. Sanders he told them exactly that. 

Steve Fons shook his head and commented that the Solid Waste Trash Force had wasted a lot of time trying to accommodate Mr. Sanders only to have him blame the city for his problems.  He said that Mr. Sanders thought the city should guarantee him the exclusive rights to pick up in a certain section of town. 

This caused Tim Welby to pipe up that it just goes to show you “We make a consideration to help him and it backfires.”  Welby’s tone of voice made his remarks sound rather mean spirited toward an 80-year-old man. 

Nancy Avioli then informed Welby and reminded Fons that Mr. Sanders has been picking up trash for some city residents for 50 years and they have a very close bond to him. 

Nancy and I both stated that the consideration in the new ordinance was not to help Charles Sanders but to allow any small hauler to be able to work in the city and to give the residents the freedom to hire and fire trash haulers as they see fit. 

I had exactly two telephone calls from Charlie Sanders about him going out of business.  In the first call he said the fact that he was turning 80-year-old this summer he decided it was time to stop running the business 52 weeks a year and spend his remaining years with his wife. In his second call he thanked me for giving him support when Steve Fons tried to steer the city toward a single trash hauler. He mentioned that he was thinking about moving from Richmond Heights, where he has lived for almost 60 years, back to his native Oklahoma.   

The best I can figure out is that Steve Fons, Tim Welby and Mayor Dalton have forgotten that Charles Sanders has first amendment rights too.  He can complain about the direction the city was taking with trash collection and he has the right to close his business. He also had the right to write anything he wishes in a letter to his customers. Scroll down to page six below and find a copy of his letter.

See if you can find any Town and Country bashing in it.  I sure couldn’t. 
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May 26, 2009

To The Citizens of Town & Country:

It is with our deepest regret to inform you that we at Sender’s Hauling will
no longer be able to service you effective as of June 30th, 2009. Due to the
things that are not within our control we will no longer be your hauling
service provider. We are sorry for such a short notice. We have already
discussed this matter with the city of Town & Country. We will fulfill your
service until June 30th, 2009 with the help of Meridian Waste. But afier
that, please contact Meridian Waste at 314-291-3131 with further
instructions on when your next service will begin or any further questions.

We would like to take this moment owl to thank all of the customers that
have been with Sander’s Hauling for all of these years. We will greatly
miss you and hope that you will greatly miss us as well. It has been our
pleasure to give you the best of our service. Once again we are sorry for any
inconvience this may be to you, Hopefully vour transitdon will be smooth
and effortless. Thank you again for your service throughout the vears; we
here at Sander’s Hauling really have appreciated it.

Sincerely,

Charles E. Sanders
Sander’s Hauling



    

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS BAD NEWS…UNLESS YOU ARE SANDERS HAULING AND DISPOSAL. The other Sanders’ company, Sanders Hauling and Disposal, is still very much in business. This small company started by Charles Sanders’ brother suffered a big financial hit two years ago when it lost half of its customer base when the country went to single haulers to serve large districts in the county.   Sanders Hauling and Disposal lost all of its customers between Weidman and Hwy 141, leaving them with about 400 customers in Town and Country. This, through no fault of there own, has left the company somewhat under capitalized.  But this company has been serving Town and Country residents for over 20 years. 

The city first posted on the city website that Sanders Hauling was going out of business and Meridian hauling was taking over.  They city made no attempt to point out that there are two Sanders hauling companies and the other was staying in business, until I complained and asked that they change the website.      

However at the this same meeting we were told that the Sanders going out of business information will appear in the upcoming summer city newsletter and no mention will be made that the other Sanders’ company is staying in business. A lot of residents are unaware there are two Sanders Hauling companies.  Thanks to City Hall not caring enough I fear that the smaller Sanders Hauling and Disposal Company will be hurt due to our upcoming newsletter. (Note to Fred Meyland-Smith…for this to happen is plain old STUPID!) 

 LONGVIEW FARMHOUSE DOLLARS OR FIND A HOLE AND THROW SOME MORE IN:  During the retreat which was held at the Longview Farmhouse glass doublewide…also known as the conference center we had a presentation on the Longview Farmhouse.  

Last year Director of Public Works Craig Wilde had given the Public Works and Storm Water Commission a report that showed the Longview Farmhouse (where the city had just spent $1.4 million on a new addition) still needed $250,000 in repairs.  Well in nine months that price has come down to $204,000. Here are a few of the expenditures that I was able to quickly copy down from a power point presentation… (This was the only area where board members were not given a paper copy.) 

Boiler………………$15,000

Windows…………...$68,200

Siding………………$23,600

Gutters……………..$14,400

Roof……..…………$23,000  

LANDSCAPING IS SCALED BACK:  If you remember in November during the budget process Alderwoman Lynn Wright had proposed giving her friend’s garden club $7,000 to do landscaping.  Of course I had a cow about this citing that the members of the garden club were not “landscapers.”  Eventually there was a special committee formed and they apparently agreed with me. 

Next we discovered a month ago the attempt to slide through the legislative process a no-bid purchase order for $25,000 to a contractor to do construction and landscaping at the house.  Lynn Wright said she wanted to get this started as soon as possible.

Now that it has been pointed out that $25,000 projects need go to bid…things have changed.  The proposal is for two phases.  Phase 1 would be in 2009 and would include a sidewalk, wall and benches.  The $9,000 for Phase 2 that Lynn wanted done this year would apparently be done in 2010.

TO HELL WITH THESE OLD FOLKS:  The sidewalk is to go from the front of the house around to the eastside of the glass doublewide…err…I mean conference center. It is to be done in flagstone. Lynn Wright explained that it was important to have this walk way so people can use a sidewalk to walk around and see all the great work the garden club has done. 

David Karney then asked if this walkway of flagstone would be ADA compliant.  He was told it would not be.  Mayor Dalton then spoke up and said the conference center itself was ADA compliant as people have an ADA entrance to the conference center and they can go out to the patio in the rear.  Lynn Wright added that it was important have the nicest appearance, and flagstones or bricks for the sidewalk were the best way to go.  Craig Wilde said pressed concrete would be very expensive.  Lynn and Parks Director Anne Nixon both mentioned going with a brick sidewalk.  (Get real…bricks get uneven over time and are a maintenance nightmare.)

Okay…first of all the conference center is not always open.  If the conference center is not open then we are not allowing people with mobility issues to use our new $15,000 sidewalk if it is made of flagstone.  Also the flagstone and even bricks are not the surfaces you want women in heels walking on.  Finally you will surely have some elderly people who are without their normal stride (shuffling) who will surely be independent enough to try and walk around the building on flagstones and will be taking headers on the rocks suffering pretty good injuries.  

If asphalt sidewalks are good enough for the Missouri Botanical Gardens, well they should be good enough for us.  But once again in Town and Country people are happy to put cosmetic appearance before safety!   I think this is STUPID AND IN FACT DUMBER THAN DUMB!

PARK MASTER PLAN:  Jay Wohlschlaeger of SWT Design gave us an overview of the new Master Plan for city parks. To receive state and federal funding you need to have a master plan for your parks that is updated every 10 years or so. 

Jay talked about how there are parks currently in Ward 1 (Drace), Ward 2, and Ward 3 (Longview).  Having trouble of coming up with the park in Ward 2?  Well it is Preservation Park.  Of course no resident of Ward 2 actually considers anything north of Highway 40 to be in Ward 2 since there are no residences there… 

Jay mentioned that “Three parks would be a good start.  “One small step for man.”  It is then he mentioned that at a recent public meeting attended by 30-35 people a number of survey cards indicated an interest in obtaining more green space, possibly undeveloped green space.  Ah ha…clear evidence that Mariette Palmer and her group from the City Conservation Commission stuffed the ballot box.  Mrs. Palmer and her group were irate when we took a scientific survey of residents instead of doing a much more expensive house by house survey on the deer issue.   Now we have a consultant spewing out information based on 35 comment/survey cards.       

It is like Queeny Park doesn’t exist and isn’t surrounded on three sides by Town and Country. 

Jay also spoke of more conductivity…a fancy work for connecting parks and subdivisions to other parks by sidewalks. He admitted that a Mason Road trail to connect Longview Park and Queeny Park was mentioned the most.  I then pointed out that this makes the most sense, but it is at the bottom of our list for sidewalk construction.  

Craig Wilde then jumped in and said it was complicated dealing with St. Louis County since Mason is a County road and getting easement rights.  Okay so…Mason Road is the most dangerous road in town to walk on and try to get to Queeny Park and the people want that trail done before others…but because it will be a pain in the ass we have it at the bottom of the list.   Is that good government?  I don’t know.    

ALMOST HAD TO LAUGH OUT LOUD:  During this meeting…three times Lynn Wright began to rebut something that I had just talked about by saying, “I agree with what John said, BUT…”

REVENUES…WHERE DID IT ALL GO:  Finance Director Betty Cotner and Planning and Development Director Sharon Rothmel gave presentations on tax revues. 

Here is the most telling of charts that Betty presented to us:
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Take a look at how our revenues starting now flat line while our yearend balance takes a steep nose dive. 

Betty predicted that our sales tax revenue will drop 6% in 2010 and our business license fees will drop 10%.  (Keep in mind the County wide sales taxes have already dropped 7% so far in 2009.) She also mentioned that new legislation in Jefferson City does not allow taxing agencies to raise property taxes more than a certain percentage for the next year over the current tax rate.  Well golly gee…if we needed additional tax money to provide basic services, we could be hurting, since our current tax rate is ZERO.   

THE GOOD SPIN:  Sharon Rothmel gave us the good news…when Wal-Mart leaves Manchester Meadows, 60% of the stores will still be rented.  Of course the one that represented 24% of our sales tax revenue will have vanished.  Sharon also failed to mention that several existing tenants at Manchester Meadows have signed leases elsewhere once their current leases expire. 

It is good to see that Verizon is taking over the old Boston Market store.  The bad news is that a company that wanted to put in an El Pollo Loco restaurant at the Boston Market site backed out.  El Pollo Loco would generate a lot more sales tax than the Verizon store will. 

We also have more revenue than in past years right now, before Wal Mart leaves thanks to the cell phone utility taxes.  Keep in mind Wal Mart moves to the City of Manchester on August 10th.   

Folks tried to say good things about Town and Country Crossing, but in reality Whole Foods is not making its original profit estimates.  What I had forgotten about is that while T&C Crossing has Whole Foods it is not actually WHOLE itself.  Two buildings that are part of shopping center plan have not even been built!

VANISHING VILLAS:  Do you remember seeing the signs at the west end of the T&C Crossing property about the Villas at Town and Country Crossing?  There were to be villas ranging in price from $700,000 to $900,000, right there next to the Target parking lot.  Well that project is now DEAD! 

I have to wonder who in their right mind wants to live within walking distance to a Target store far out in suburbia.  Keep in mind that up until 1970 most folks considered anything west of Lindbergh as being in the sticks. Town and Country Crossing is not a loft district, the Central West End, Clayton or a Bethesda, Maryland or Arlington, Virginia where people can walk to transportation, a variety of stores and restaurants and parks.            

THE MAYOR’S NEW TASK FORCE: The mayor said “a group of citizens” approached him about creating a Town and Country Marketing Task Force.  This group of people would try and show businesses why they should want to locate in Town and Country.     

He mentioned how he thought the Chocolate Bar in Lafayette Square would be a great tenant in T & C Crossing.  I countered that places like the Crown Candy Kitchen and O’Connell’s Pub are destination stops.  Plus they own the buildings so they have no rent issues.  O’Connell’s would not work in T&C Crossing nor would some places on the Hill. This caused Mayor Dalton to ask me about Café Napoli II, why is it successful. That was easy. Café Napoli was drawing a lot of people to the Clayton location from West County. There is nothing unique about the Clayton Café Napoli.  The success of Café Napoli II is only drawing some revenues away from the Clayton location.

If the mayor wants to have a task force to try and increase our sales tax base…I say great.  However, if the task force simply tries and finds new tenants for Town and Country crossing…I have a problem of us doing Boudoures Commercial Real Estate Company’s job.   

INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SPEEDERS RING THAT CASH REGISTER:  I had an interesting memo given me just before the last Board of Aldermen meeting in May by Police Chief John Copeland. 

The memo was attached to a document that needed to be signed by members of the Board of Aldermen to secure a $14,495 Missouri Highway Safety Grant.  The state grant would pay $14,496 in overtime for officers to primarily patrol highways and ticket drivers.  

The memo from Lt. Arthur to the chief of police mentions that the department issued 770 hazardous moving violations citations last year using the overtime grant money.  Keep in mind 64% of all traffic tickets are written on the highways and not the main city streets.   

This is fine…taking state highway safety money and putting officers on overtime on the interstates.  Here is my problem…why are we not having our on-duty traffic officers do more enforcement on our city streets, if we are getting funds that pay for 293 hours of overtime to off-duty officers to come into work for overtime and write tickets on the interstate? 

The other thing that was eye-opening was when Lt. Arthur mentioned in the memo that in 2009 the citations in connection with this program results in $73,230 in fines.  As a former traffic cop, supervisor and police administrator it was a hard fast rule that in most departments the goal in conducting traffic enforcement was to attempt to achieve compliance with traffic laws AND NOT TO RAISE MONEY. I used to go out of my way in not discussing ticket revenue since safety was our primary concern.  The fact the revenue aspect was included in this memo tells me our police department is also concerned with generating revenue.  That should not be the case. 

 UPCOMING:  Since we had two meetings within days of each other and three meetings this month I will try and do three newsletters for June.      

PAGE  
4

