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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 98 

 

September  24,   2013  

                                  

By John Hoffmann   

 

TENTATIVE PLANS TO MOVE FIRE & ICE TO PRINCIPIA AND NEARBY 

LOCATIONS:  Fire and Ice, the city’s fireworks show held the weekend before the 

Fourth of July had been held on the campus of the old County Tech High School off the 

South Outer Forty Road. It moved to the Town and Country Crossing partially on the 

parking lot and partially on the empty field to the west after Westminster School was 

built on the old West County Tech site.      

 

Now that the empty field has houses being built on it the Fire and Ice Show is on the 

move again.  

    
 

At the September Parks Commission meetings, Parks Director Anne Nixon said 

tentative plans are for Fire and Ice fireworks to be shot from Principia campus.  She 

added that parking would be at several places including the Christian Science Church 

parking lot at Mason Road and South Outer Forty, Good Shepherd Church on Mason 

Road south of Clayton Road and Principia.  

 

Nixon added current plans are for the Taste of Town and Country booths and trailers to 

be set up on the parking lot of the Mason Woods Shopping Center. This is interesting 

for several reasons.  I don’t think Straub’s and John Mineo’s want to give up parking for 

their Saturday customers. Also I doubt if Mineo’s wants to give up a lucrative Saturday 

night business to free or cheap food on their parking lot. 

 

It is also interesting that Love Development after seeing a couple of hundred angry 

residents at a rezoning hearing for the Mason Woods Shopping Center rezoning and 
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the addition of a senior living facility would be willing to donate space.  The city’s P&Z 

Commission turned down their proposal on a 7-0 vote.     

 

For the last two years competing assisted living facility Mari de Villa has been making 

donations to underwrite Fire and Ice, with the city paying for the fireworks and Mari de 

Villa paying for the approximately $7,500 in additional costs.  Of course with the 

fireworks being shot off at Town and Country Crossing, residents of Mari de Villa could 

see the fireworks from their front lawn.  

 

MODERN ART IN THE 1840 SKIP MANGE VILLAGE:  History is apparently going to 

be rewritten by the likes of Ward-1 Alderpersons Lynn Wright and Skip Mange. 

 

Skip “Davey Crocket” Mange got people to donate $10,000 to get a log cabin on 

Conway Road taken apart with the pieces moved to Drace Park at Clayton Road and I-

270.  As soon as Skip gets another $120,000 it will be rebuilt near two other log cabins, 

which the city has been doing an awful job of maintaining for the last 10 years. (This just 

in the bill for Log Cabins in Drace Park has jumped to $212,000.) At first Skip was going 

to get donations to rebuild the cabin. Now Skip wants to get a Municipal Parks Grant.  

That money is no donation…it comes from a 0.10% sales taxes levied on shoppers in 

St. Louis County and St. Charles County.  This is another good example of Skip lying by 

hiding a lie under the title of “political speak.”    

 

Skip wants to create a section of the park where people including students can see how 

our forefathers and mothers lived in 1840. His own Conservation Commission voted to 

recommend that the city tear off the kitchen and bathroom addition made in the 1950s 

to one cabin and then rebuild the newly acquired cabin next to on the other two.  Now 

Skip suddenly wants to move the log cabin to the open field on the east side of the park 

and keep the 1950 addition on the Drace cabin. So much for honoring his commission’s 

votes!  There is more on log cabins at the end of this newsletter under Board of 

Aldermen News. . 

 

But wait the Art Commission and Parks Commission want to add something to Skip 

“Daniel Boone” Mange’s prairie village.  They want to add some modern and abstract 

art. 

 

St. Louis County has so many Ernest Trova art pieces they are willing to loan them out 

to municipalities to be place on public land.  
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At a recent Parks Commission meeting members were given a packet that included a 

loan request for a Trova sculpture submitted by the Arts Commission.  It listed three 

pieces the city’s Art Commission was interested in. Photos of those pieces are shown 

above.  Included with the request was a map of where they propose to put the modern 

abstract art. It was right in the middle of Skips’ Log cabin village.      
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I can hear it now.  

 

 Born on a Mountain Top in Tennessee  

Greenest State in the land of the Free 

Raised in the Woods so he knew every sculpture by Ernie 

Kill him a bear when he was only three 

 

Davey, Davey Crocket King of the Wild Frontier and art galleries.  

 

Or 

 

Oh give me a home where the buffalo roam, 

Where the deer and the antelope play around the sculptures, 

Where seldom is heard a discouraging word unless it is an art critic with mouth of foam 

And the skies are not cloudy all day unless the art works are full of roosting vultures. 

     
Daniel Boone and Mingo stalk a Trova in the wild. “Mingo distract it with a song, maybe ‘Try to 

Remember’ or ‘My Cup Runneth Over;’ while I get off a shot!”*  Striking resemblance between 

Davey (left) and Daniel (right), don’t you think? 

 

* Ed Ames primarily was a signer and not an actor. He performed with the Ames Brothers singing group 

from 1948 to 1962 and then went onto a solo career. The Ames Brothers biggest hit was a novelty record 

“The Naughty Lady of Shady Lane.” Ames first solo hit was “Try to Remember” in 1965. A bigger hit was 

“My Cup Runneth Over” in 1967.  The Massachusetts born Ames to Jewish Ukrainian parents played the 

fictional “Mingo” a half-Cherokee Indian who somehow received an education at Oxford, in the TV series 

Daniel Boone starring Fess Parker as Boone.  The series ran from 1964 to 1970.     

 

HOME DEPOT EXPECTING A SHORT-TERM LOSS WHEN MENARDS 

OPENS:  At a recent Finance Committee meeting Planning and Development director 

Sharon Rothmel was asked how much of a hit she expected the T&C tax coffers to take 

after the Menards store opens west on Manchester Road in direct competition to the 

Home Depot in Manchester Meadows.  
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Rothmel said the Town and Country Home Depot is one of the highest grossing Home 

Depots in the region. I understand that while the single customer business might not 

look big, the contractor business at the store is huge.  

 

Rothmel stated she was told Home Depot is expecting no more than a 20-percent loss 

in business immediately after the Menards store opens which they expect to recover 

within two years.  

 

     
 

 

BUILDING PERMITS UP THROUGH FIRST EIGHT MONTHS OF 2013: The first eight 

months of 2012 saw $158,689 taken in by the city in new building permits. The first 

eight months of 2013 saw $264,480 in new building permits. 

 

 

 

2012 SALES TAXES MATCH THE 2010 LOW:  Town and Country’s director of finance 

Betty Cotner’s charts show that the sales tax revenue for 2012 match the low set in 

2010 in sales tax revenue in the last 13 years.  

 

In 1999 sales tax revenue was around $3.1 million, it dipped to $2.7 m in 2002 and hit 

an all time high of $3.5m in 2008.  

 

In 2010 is bottomed out at just above $2.5m.  It went back up to $2.6m in 2011 and then 

sunk to $2.5 in 2012.  Cotner is anticipating an increase by the end of 2013. 
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The blue line is the general sales tax revenue. 

The green line is the Park and Storm water sales tax revenue. 

The red line is the capital improvement sales   

 

HOW MUCH SALES TAX CAN YOU CHARGE OVER LOSING WEIGHT OR 

GETTING SIX-PACK ABS ?  If you were a member of Gold’s Gym you would have 

been the first to know.  Gold’s is planning on leaving their facility on Manchester Road 

at Weidman and move into the old Linen’s and Things in Town and Country’snerly 

deserted Manchester Meadows Shopping Center.. 
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Less than a year ago there was serious talk that when the Wal-Mart lease expires on 

their empty building in the Manchester Meadows Shopping Center in early 2015, much 

of the center would be torn down with the exception of Home Depot and a new center 

would be built. 

 

Apparently Gold’s plans to put a pool inside the building! This will be 40-50,000 square 

foot retail space that will not be selling anything and not generating any income for the 

city, unless T&C come up with a creative new tax, like on miles per exercise bike. 

 

Gold’s join the Urgent Care center next door in the old Street Side Records building that 

will not be generating any sales tax.         

     

DOG PARK COMING TO QUEENY:  The Town and Country Dog Park Task Force 

appears to be out of job.  Lynn Wright announced at the last Parks Commission meeting 

that it appears as if St. Louis County will be opening two dog parks. One will be a multi-

acre complex that will include the pond.  The other will be a park for small dogs.  

 

    
 

 

MARYVILLE UNIVERSITY REZONING HEATS UP…AS USUAL FRED 

MEYLAND-SMITH BLOWS A GASKET:  On the evening of September 10 there 

was a special meeting with Maryville University officials, including consulting engineer 

George Stock with residents of subdivisions along Conway Road who were opposed to 

the rezoning of land along picturesque Conway Road from residential to Major 

Educational.  Also in attendance were aldermen Fred Meyland-Smith from Ward-3, who 

as a member of the Planning and Zoning Commission already voted for the rezoning in 

August and from Ward-4 Phil Behnen.  

 

Maryville really wants to remove its maintenance facility, which is a total eyesore and 

includes trash and recycling and lawn waste storage, plus salt and cider storage and 

parking of large trucks and other vehicles off the main campus. To accomplish this they 
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need to buy the 16 acres of land owned by the Ball family located on Conway Road just 

east of their entrance.  

 

 To try and get this pass the Board of Aldermen Maryville is hiding the maintenance 

building behind the drumbeat of how they want to move their soccer and softball fields 

to Conway Road.  Maryville after selling off much of its property over 40 years ago now 

is out of space to expand the main campus.  

 

The residents are upset about the rezoning in general but especially upset about the 

relocating the maintenance facility, vehicles and waste storage along Conway Road.   

 

We were told that Meyland-Smith made his all too common “show of temper” when 

some residents stated they had been abandoned by elected officials.     

 

THE FACT THAT IT IS TRASHED NOW, MIGHT BE A SIGN OF THINGS TO COME!  

I was told by someone attending the meeting how Maryville officials admitted that the 

current maintenance grounds and building are trashed and an eyesore, but that would 

not happen if the maintenance department got a new facility. 

 

How does this make any sense?  If they had maintained the grounds and the building 

on campus it would not now be in deplorable condition.  With this track record, who is 

going to expect anything other than a repeat of what has already occurred?  

 

 
A resident walked up and photographed the condition of the current maintenance facility with stored 

equipment, snowplow blades, building materials and employee cars on one side and trashy conditions on 

the other side of a poster board.    

 



9 

 

CHANGES:  Some alderpersons are telling people that Maryville held a meeting with 

residents to present a new proposal with changes.  In response to residents of 

Hampshire Hill being upset with the proposed west parking lot entrance being directly 

across from Hampshire Hill Drive.  Maryville moved it further to the east, but announced 

it would remove the gates they had promised to install and only unlock on days of 

games. While this appears to give-in to a concern of residents, it will allow for a cut 

through of students leaving the campus using a back road to access the new entrance.  

 

Maryville also announced they were going to reduce the number of seats for the softball 

field from 100 to 50 and reduce the number of parking spaces. Well, that will just create 

more room for Maintenance trucks and equipment.     

 

THE MILLION DOLLAR ROAD:  Some residents spoke up about the road off the main 

campus drive to the maintenance facility and ball fields being used as a cut through by 

students especially after Maryville said they were going to remove the gates to the 

parking lot on Conway Road.  

 

I was told that Stock and Maryville officials while claiming the school is going to be 

spending $1,000,000 on the road to maintenance facility it was not going to be 

approved by the fire marshal for through traffic. Now this is an unusual building concept.  

Spend $1m but don’t make it compliment to local safety codes.  

 

I spoke with West County EMS & Fire Protection District fire Marshal Dan Bruno who 

said the road on the current set of plans from the campus main road to the maintenance 

facility meets all fire codes. He added Maryville can restrict traffic on the road, but the 

plans are compliant  with fire code regulations.  

 

INTERESTING STATEMENT FROM PHIL BEHNEN:  Someone in attendance at the 

meeting told us no one in the crowd was supportive of Maryville’s proposal. At one point 

Alderman Phil Behnen claimed his emails from residents on the subject are about 50-

50.  I was told much of the crowd found that hard to believe.  I do too.  Maybe if 

Maryville is having the staff email Behnen, but of actual nearby residents with half being 

in favor of the move of the maintenance facility to their residential street, I would find 

shocking. 

 

Here is the email I sent to the city asking to see emails received on the subject.  I’d love 

to double check what Phil said.  

 

 From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  

Sent: Friday, September 20, 2013 1:07 PM 
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To: 'McNamara, Ashley' 

Subject: records request 

 

John Hoffmann 

13309 Manor Hill Road 

Town and Country, MO 63131 

314-835-0751 

 

TO  City Clerk 

        City of Town and Country 

RE:  Records Request 

 

This is an official records request under the Sunshine Law for copies all email correspondence since April 

2013 received by Town and Country and its aldermen concerning Maryville University-Ball property 

rezoning and site development requests along Conway Road. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Hoffmann      

 

AND THE RESPONSE 

 

From: McNamara, Ashley [mailto:McNamaraAN@town-and-country.org]  

Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 12:43 PM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Subject: Record Request 

 

Good morning Mr. Hoffmann, I am in receipt of your request for email correspondence 

pertaining to the Maryville University-Ball property. We are currently in the process of 

determining the time necessary to obtain all of the information responsive to your request. I 

believe I will be able to respond with information relative to the fees involved and the date your 

request will be fulfilled by end of day Friday, September 27, 2013. Thanks so much. 

 

Have a great day, 

 

Ashley McNamara 

City Clerk 
City of Town & Country 
1011 Municipal Center Drive 
Town and Country, MO 63131 
(314) 587-2806 
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This sounds like someone at city hall would like to make it an expensive proposition to 

view public records.  I don’t know if you have noticed but this newsletter does not 

generate revenue, but costs money to operate.  This is a pretty simple request as the 

information is all in one place…the city’s server.  I made a similar type request with the 

City of Chesterfield which they quickly filled at no charge.  

 

…SOCCER PRACTICE FIELD IS NOW ALSO A RUGBY FIELD:  

Maryville got a special use permit for a “practice soccer field” a couple of years ago. The 

agreement for the special use permit was to be used for “soccer practice.”  However 

Maryville now has a “Club” level rugby team. The residents attending the P&Z hearing 

were told only games on the main field and practices plus a youth summer soccer camp 

on the practice field.  

 

However, the rugby team is playing its games on the “soccer practice field.” Maryville 

officials who had promised only Soccer and softball games would be played at the 

proposed complex apparently forgot a sport. .   

 

   
 

Rugby is not a NCAA sport, but you would not know that if you look on the Maryville 

Saint’s Rugby team’s website.  Here is what it said on September 20, 2013:    

 

1.  

Maryville University Rugby  

October 26, 2012 

Maryville University is proud to have its first ever NCAA collegiate Rugby team. Join  

the Saints! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryville-University-Rugby/196805620455248?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryville-University-Rugby/196805620455248?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryville-University-Rugby/196805620455248?hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=196810617121415&id=196805620455248
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This from the Maryville Sports Information Director: 

 

From: Yahng, Charles S. [mailto:cyahng@maryville.edu]  

Sent: Friday, September 20, 2013 12:49 PM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Subject: RE: question  

 

John, 

 

Rugby is not an official NCAA-sponsored sport at any school, at any division in the country. 

(If you want to see the list of championship sports, look at www.ncaa.com and all the sports are listed 

there.) 

 

Chuck 

 

FINALLY POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS TWO FEMALE OFFICERS:  27-year-old 

Lauren Becker was just hired as Town and Country’s second female police officer, 

which unfortunately is a milestone for the city.  For a period of time after Shannon 

Woolsey quit and then sued the city for sexual harassment, the department had no 

females. 

 

Next they hire Katie Exline, who had been working at Creve Coeur PD. Last year when I 

reviewed 20 T&C arrest reports of DWI suspects and thieves, the report writing of Exline 

stood out above all the others. 

 

 Katie Exline in a staged photo for a MADD publication. 

 

However after two years on the department Exline got promoted off of patrol, leaving 

the department again with no female officers answering calls on a regular basis.  

http://www.ncaa.com/
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Chief Pat Kranz announced that this month the department hired Lauren Becker, who 

just graduated from the Jefferson College Police Academy (one of the four Missouri 

police academies serving the metro area) in Hillsboro at the top of her class. Our 

Google search showed she was also on the Dean’s List of the Jefferson College 

community college.  

 

Becker replaces Masood Kahn, who was with T&C for six months before quitting and 

joining the Chicago PD.  Becker’s hiring brings the department’s strength to 28 officers.  

Normally well paying departments like Town and Country don’t hire new recruits as they 

have plenty experienced officers applying. It will be two years before Becker will be 

considered to have a minimal amount of experience. However, just having a woman 

officer on the street will be a positive thing. The last police department in Maryland 

where I ran the day-to-day operations we had two women officers and eight males. The 

County Police who assisted us often had shifts with 30-percent or more woman officers.  

 

The advice I have for Officer Becker is twofold. First read Shannon Woolsey’s lawsuit 

and if any of that stuff starts happening to you report it without delay to Chief Kranz.  If it 

continues to happen, hire a lawyer. 

 

Secondly a Google of your name found a couple of your posts to news articles, 

including one sticking up for an Illinois cop on video tasering a pregnant woman. Stop 

posting your opinion of police work to articles or on your Facebook page. Defense 

attorneys will use them to attack arrests you made.  If you have to post something do it 

about how Mike Matheny is using the bullpen.     

  
Lauren Becker, first row far left, with her graduating police academy class.   

 



14 

 

A FIREHOUSE ON A POLICE BADGE?  New Police Chief Pat Kranz wanted to switch 

to a more unique bade as the 65th anniversary of Town and Country approaches.   A 

new badge using what is called in the business “The LAPD” badge platform was 

designed.  The new Town and Country badge will feature the city logo in the center.  Of 

course half of the city logo features the firehouse and half is woods.   

 

    
 

This has cause some officers to ask why a firehouse is going to be on their new badge. 

Kranz’s response is, “because that’s the city’s logo.”  

 

If they would have gone with my idea for a city logo and a statue and used a deer 

jumping over the hood of a BMW the officers would have had nothing to squawk about.  

             
Here is the current badge and prototype of the new on.   Here is Sgt. Joe Friday’s LAPD badge. 

 

In 1994 when I was the assistant police chief in Chevy Chase, Maryland we made a 

similar badge change when we went from tan uniforms to dark blue uniforms. The LAPD 
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badge has the LA city hall in the center. The standard LAPD style badge mold for non-

LAPD agencies is Lady Justice holding the scales of justice.  

     

Cops like to carry their badges off duty.  If you get pulled over for speeding you flip out 

“the tin.”   Actually in theory if you have to identify yourself off-duty to take action or help 

an officer you need to have your badge.  The problem with the LAPD style badge is that 

it is too big to be carrying in your back pocket.  You are going to bruise your butt sitting 

on it.  So officers either buy the smaller badge that the LAPD badge replaced or the 

department issues the old badge to be carried off-duty.  

 

  
These are the size of the badges side by side. The Chevy Chase badge is a LAPD style with Lady Justice 

in the center. The Liberty PD badge is the same style as the one being replaced by Town and Country 

with the Missouri seal in the middle.  

 

 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING September 23, 2013:   

 

 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING ALL ABOUT THE LOG CABINS AND FAKING 

PEOPLE OUT ON HISTORY:  Skip Mange had the floor for the first 50 minutes of the 

agenda meeting, pitching to fellow alderpersons why he needed money from the city, 

which he had promised earlier in the year he would never ask for. Skip wants to expand 

the 1840’s frontier town he wants to build at Drace Park. 

 

Skip Mange started things off by saying how fortunate the City is with a new 

development in the story of the relocated log cabin waiting to be assembled at Drace 

Park.  Anytime someone says something like that you had better keep an eye on your 

wallet. This was the case with Skip’s animated presentation, which reminded me of a 

kid trying to sell a parent an extended Christmas list.  
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Skip was animated during his presentation, but when an alderman questioned some spending 

he began pounding the table reminding me of some guy with his shoe at the UN. 

 

 

The Smokehouse:  At the same property on Conway Road where Skip managed to 

disassemble a log cabin that was inside a house…there was also a stone smokehouse 

dating back to the 1840’s. The new owners of the property that tore down the house 

while giving the cabin to the city were going to keep the smokehouse and use it as a 

feature on the property.  However Mange explained that the wife wanted the new house 

further back from the road which meant the smokehouse had to go.  It was knocked 

down before Mange knew about. But the pile of rocks that once were the smokehouse 

still remain.  
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 The smokehouse still standing.                           What’s left of the smokehouse    

 

CALL THE FBI OR AT LEAST THE IRS:  Mange then with a straight face said the 

contractor will transport the rocks for free to Drace Park.  Someone said of course the 

contractor would do that because it would save him a dumping fee. Mange then 

admitted that the contractor would probably try to get a tax credit for donating the 

historic rocks to the city. Any of you wonder why we are broke.  I smell a rat! 

 

Skip admits since the smokehouse was not disassembled and marked it would be very 

difficult to completely rebuild, but he wants to partially rebuild it.   

 

“We want to build it up from the ground so you could have a remnant of a smokehouse,” 

Skip said.  

 

Now when the pieces of the log cabin from Conway Road were delivered to Drace Park, 

they also dropped off the foundation, which was a lot of rocks. Mange plans to have the 

cabin rebuilt on flat land without using rocks.  Now he wants to use the rocks and build a 

foundation in the park so it would look like there used to be a log cabin there.  

 

I kid you not…you cannot make this stuff up.  

 

 This is the kind of stuff Jack Parr would use in his monologues.    
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Here are the rocks from the original log cabin on Conway Road foundation. Mange wants to build them so 

they look like a pretend foundation of a log cabin that never existed at Drace Park.  

 

Mange wants to make stuff up and fool people to believe there used to be a log cabin 

there. This is lying politician at his worse.   

 

NOW LET’S GET TO THE EXISITING LOG HOME AT DRACE PARK:  This is the 

house that was there when the city bought the property from the Drace family. No one is 

quite sure how old the log cabin is, but it isn’t that old.  At a Conservation and Historic 

Preservation Commission in July Mange said the addition on the rear of the cabin was 

added on to the log cabin in 1954. 

 

 Mange also wants to cut down the 

healthy cedar tree next to the house so more sun can reach the wood roof.  Perhaps tearing down the 

cabin which is full of mold and saving a nice tree would be a better move.   
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His own commission voted to remove the addition as it was not historically significant in 

July.  Now Skip comes back and wants to keep the addition, to use it to display 

historical artifacts.    

 

Alderman Check Lenz mentioned that he was at the Conservation meeting and 

remembered clearly how the commission voted to have the addition removed.  I was at 

the meeting too and reported on it.  It was a 5-1 vote to remove the addition with only 

town gadfly Mariette Palmer voting to keep the addition saying people should see what 

a 1950’s addition to a log cabin looks like.  

 

Mange responded to Lenz’s challenge by saying it wasn’t a unanimous vote and he 

could get the records to prove it, indicating it was close decision. Don’t worry Skip I got 

it covered in my July 8 Ex-Alderman Newsletter #90. 

 

THE BOARD TURNS:  I don’t think the board has been too crazy about the building of a 

newest log cabin village in the city’s smallest park…but they all came out against 

keeping the addition on the Drace cabin.  

 

“In my opinion the addition is really out of place,” said Fred Meyland-Smith.  “If it was 

removed it would make it look more authentic.” 

 

Chuck Lenz said he agreed with Meyland-Smith.  Alderdope Tim Welby actually said 

something smart, when he said the addition looks “trashy.”  Phil Behnen then chimed in 

that the addition should go. Mange kept rationalizing away for his earlier demand that 

the addition needed to stay by saying, “It’s up to you guys.”  

 

Alderwoman Lynn Wright who likes to go along with the majority didn’t say anything on 

the topic. Lynn usually will support anything involving money being spent on a park.      

 

“I’d rather throw money at a 1850’s look and not a 1950’s look,” said Meyland-Smith in a 

final thought.  It was decided to continue the matter in the regular meeting.  

 

From where I was sitting I could only see Fred Meyland-Smith’s face during Mange’s 

presentation as the other alderpersons had their backs to me or a profile shot.  But by 

reading Meyland-Smith’s body language you could tell he was not buying what Mange 

was selling.   
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DOUBLE THE COSTS FOR THE LOG CABINS:  Originally Mange estimated it would 

costs $120,000 to rebuild the log cabin from Conway Road.   

 

Now that figured has soared to $212,000 as the Drace Cabin needs serious repairs. 

The cabin was used as a guest house by the Drace family up until the city brought the 

land 13 years ago. Since then the city has failed to maintain it, taking a penny wise 

pound foolish position, as the basement has flooded several times due to blocked 

drains allowing mold to grow.  When you have 5-10 years of mold growth often your 

best move is to call in the bulldozer. The roof over a section of the addition has leaked 

and part of the ceiling has collapsed.  Bottom logs around the cabin are rotten and need 

to be replaced. Another upper log also has rotted away.  

 

SECOND WIVES… SECOND CLASS: An alderman mentioned that the widow of Dr. 

Drace has not been happy how the city has allowed the cabin to fall into disrepair. 

Mange admitted this was correct, but tried to neutralize the negative comment from a 

fellow alderman by adding this about Mrs. Drace, “She is a second wife.”  

 

The $10,000 Lie: Mange, who had promised no city funds would be spent on rebuilding 

the new cabin he acquired, figured he could get away with a lie if he included other 

projects in the bill.  He now wants to get a $212,000 grant from the Municipal Parks 

Grants Commission, which would require $10,000 in matching money from the city.  

 

Suddenly a number of alderperson were saying, “Wait a minute, didn’t you tell us no city 

money would be used?”   
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Mange got frustrated and raised his voice and indicated that $10,000 is chump change 

and was no big deal.  When pressed he admitted that there are grants with no matching 

funds but they are harder to obtain. 

 

Of course the Muni Park Grants Commission might be stupid enough to give Town and 

Country $212,000 of sales tax money to fix things that the City Town and Country, a 

town of millionaires, created by total neglect. 

 

Toward the end of the meeting, Check Lenz questioned a charge in the warrant list for 

reimbursing the private T&C Historical Society, which Mange is a member of.  Mange 

got beet red and looked like “Nikita” Mange when he started pounding the table on each 

word as he said, “NOT A COTTON PICKN’ PENNY OF CITY MONEY!”  

 

LARGE RESTAURANT SIGN APPROVED: At the regular Board of Alderman meeting 

a variance for the sign on the new Cooper’s Hawk Restaurant was approved.  The 

letters on the sign meet the requirements, but a feather next to the words is too large 

and needed a variance.  

             
A photo from early September of the construction of the Cooper’s Hawk restaurant at the Town and 

Country Crossing Shopping Center. The opening for Cooper’s hawk has been pushed back from 

November to December.  

   

This seemed like a done deal with no need of discussion, except that Fred Meyland-

Smith is an Alderman. 

 

“I think it is important to note for the record the distance from the restaurant to the 

highway is 210 feet,” said Meyland-Smith championing the need for the variance.  Since 

it was clear everyone on the board was for the variance, this appeared to be Fred taking 

an opportunity to hear himself speak.  
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Now this is from a guy who wanted to refuse to let the Greek Orthodox Church have a 

40-foot flagpole in front of their building along I-64 as it would be a distraction. He 

wanted the Sisters of Visitation’s LED sign in front of their high school to only change 

messages every 12 hours because it could distract drivers. He was against the Destiny 

Church having new signs on their church along I-270. But a commercial sign would 

never distract drivers and the commercial people need a variance so drivers can see 

the sign!  I believe that the T&C sign regulations are too restrictive but I also think 

Meyland-Smith’s stand being pro commercial signs and anti church signs is stupid.  

 

I plan in the next few weeks to take photos of LED signs in areas surrounding Town and 

Country to rebuff Meyland-Smith’s contention that they will cause accidents.    

   

BRANCH CHIPPING NOW TO BE CITY WIDE:  A resolution was passed to hire 

Gamma Tree Service to do a return to the old style of branch chipping this year.  Also a 

bill was read to include the entire city for branch chipping this year, instead of just the 

homes south of Clayton Road in 2013 and those homes north of Clayton in 2014. 

 

The city’s finance commission had recommended that branch chipping be discontinued 

until city’s revenue increase.  The city has a $6,000,000 budget deficit this year that has 

wiped out one-third of the city’s reserves.    

 

The cost of branch chipping is estimated to be at least $80,000 city wide and maybe 

more since we have not had branch chipping for three years.  

 
 

MAYOR FOR A DAY: Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Snatcher of Widow’s Property through 

Eminent Domain for Nightclubs Jon Dalton was missing from the meeting. That put 

Alderwoman Lynn Wright, as this year’s Aldermanic President,  in charge.  Things didn’t 

start off well when Lynn repeatedly asked for votes on matters without asking for 

discussion. City attorney Steve Garrett was getting a workout jumping to his feet and 

approaching the dais to correct Wright on a procedural matter.  
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On the next to last bill of the evening Wright said the following to city clerk Ashley 

McNamara: 

 

“Madam Clerk will you please roll the call.” 

 

     Lynn Wright in the mayor’s seat as Skip mange says a little prayer 

and the always diplomatic Gussie Crawford appears to be biting her lip.  

 

ART GUILD GAINS THREE MONTH EXTENSION ON LEASE:  We understand that 

the City of Clayton has given the St. Louis Art Guild three additional months on their 

lease of the building at 2 Oak Knoll Park.  The Guild was set to get kicked out at the end 

of the year for numerous failures to comply by the lease. The Guild had been getting 

almost free rent, but was suppose to provide maintenance and full insurance on the 

building.   

 

The Guild now has until March of 2014 to vacate the premises. We have learned they 

have been looking at property on Manchester Road just outside of Maplewood in St. 

Louis and on Jefferson. One has to wonder if they were having problems buying 

insurance and doing building maintenance how are they going to raise money in the 

mid-six figures to buy property.  

          
The St. Louis art Guild’s current headquarters, but not for long. 
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KSDK CONTINUES TO IGNORE ST. LOUISIANS WITH JOURNALISM DEGREES:  

Apparently almost no one from the St. Louis area goes to the University of Missouri and 

obtains a Journalism Degree if you judge some of the recent new hires at St. Louis TV 

stations.  The latest is Nicole Berlie hired at Channel 5. Berlie is a Nebraska native, with 

an undergraduate degree from the University of Nebraska and a graduate degree from 

Syracuse. For the past six years she has been working in TV news in Omaha.  

  
Nicole Berlie. 

 

While KMOV and KTVI/KPLR have far more St. Louisians on the air, KMOV’s last new 

hire anchor was Sharon Reed, who was an anchorwoman in Miami and Cleveland.  In 

Cleveland she appeared nude in a piece title “Body of Art” involving a photograph of a 

number of nude people in Cleveland.  She was romantically linked to basketball star 

Lebron James.  Couldn’t we find a St. Louis native newsperson who had taken their 

clothes off on TV in another market?  

   
During weekdays you can see an anchorman who grew up in Chesterfield, an 

anchorwoman who grew up in Webster Groves, a weatherman from North County and 

an investigative reporter who grew up in Dogtown and went to Vianney . 

 

KSDK does have some local talent, including Kay Quinn, a graduate of Maryville 

University. New hire Anne Allred went to Villa Duchesne and of course sportscaster 

Frank Cusumano is an All-St. Louis guy. So it is possible to hire St. Louisians as 

newscasters.  Why hiring someone with the institutional knowledge of being from and 

growing up in St. Louis isn’t a top priority is beyond me.   
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BACK TO THE FUTURE:  

 

   
A 9-0-5 Liquor Store at 8th and market is behind the parade.  A Velvet Freeze was in every suburb as far 

west as Creve Coeur.   

 

When I was a kid in Webster Groves our family shopped at the Bettendorf’s store on Big 

Bend at Elm.  But that wasn’t the only place. For over the counter meds and 

prescriptions it was A.L. Kaegel Drug Store, who often delivered.  

 

For ice cream, my father would stop at a Velvet Freeze on his way home from work. 

Sure Bettendorf’s had ice cream, but we liked Velvet Freeze. 

 

The same was true for booze.  They didn’t buy it at Bettendorf’s. It was a trip to the 9-0-

5 store on Manchester Road.  

 

It has gotten to be like the 1960s again. WalMart recently stopped carrying Durkee’s 

Famous Sauce (a mayo-mustard mix). I now buy that at Dierbuergs.  WalMart also 

recently dropped the small size of Milk Bone dog biscuits.  They were half as much as 

the Milk Bones at PetSsmart, Schnucks or Dierbergs.  If I want devil egg potato salad I 

have to go to Shop and Save.   The only 4.5 oz bar of soap I can find any longer is at 

Costco under the Kirkland brand. All the other companies reduced the size of their soap 

from 4.5 ounces to four ounces or 3.75 ounces.  
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MUSIC:  Sasha’s on Wednesday: 

 

   
These guys also played at One-19 in Kirkwood over the weekend.  

 

Thursday Night on the square across from the Kirkwood City Hall 

 

  
The Charlie B Trio with Larry Johnson on Sax, Mark Fredericks on keyboard and Charlie Boehm on 

vocals perform before a crowd of a couple hundred from 6-to-9 on possibly the last hot night of the year.  
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SATURDAY AT THE OLD WEBSTER JAZZ FESTIVAL:  In past years the Air Force 

Band of Mid-America’s Shades of Blue big band was the main attraction and a closing 

act at the Old Webster Jazz Festival. This year they were the opening act at noon on 

Saturday. It is extremely hard to get accepted for one of the 12 Air Force bands across 

the country, in Europe and Asia.  To be an enlisted band member you have to have a 

music degree and most members have a graduate music degree. Because of the 

sequester the bands’ travel budgets have been slashed.  Lucky for us in St. Louis since 

the Mid-America is stationed at Scott Air Force base. They are still performing regularly; 

they are just doing it locally instead of across the Midwest. It was also nice to see 

something unusual in the trumpet section…two women staff sergeants.  

 

     

 
Everyone is up for “Miller Time” as the band closes with “In the Mood.”    
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CARTOONS:       
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