
1 

 

EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 84 

 

May 14,  2013 

 

By  John Hoffmann 
 

 

DEER-CAR ACCIDENTS UP FOR APRIL:  There were seven deer 

versus car incidents in April 2013 which is three more than were record in April of 2012.  

Year to date there have been 20 deer-vehicle accidents in 2013 compared to 24 in 

2012.  Four of the accidents were in Ward-3 and three were in Ward-4.  

 

The accidents this month were at: 

 

13700 Block Clayton Road  

WB Clayton, E of Old Woods Mill  

NB 141 N of Clayton  

SB 141 N of Clayton  

SB 141 S of 64  

EB 64 and Woods Mill Road  

WB 64 and Woods Mill Road  

 

 

NEW DEVELOPMENT PLANNED FOR WIRTH PROPERTY:  The old Standard-

Amoco station has been gone for five years.  First there were rumors that Straubs 

wanted to expand, but after the huge 55,000 square foot Straubs store in Ellisville went 

out of business within nine months of the ribbon cutting that idea disappeared.  

 

Now there are some new plans popping up for the land just east of the Mason Village 

Shopping Center at Clayton Road and Mason Road.  The plans which reached 

Alderman Skip Mange but as of May 8 had not made it through the doors of City Hall 

are of a luxury retirement facility.  From the layout it seems of if it might be competing 

against Marie De Ville. 
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It is odd how Ward-1 alderman Skip Mange had the plans before city hall since the 

place is not even in his ward.   The project is tentatively called Allegro.   
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CHICKENS HAVE NOT COME HOME TO ROOST: In a strange move Mayor/Cigarette 

Lobbyist/ Snatcher of a Widow’s Property and Business Jon Dalton put the tree 

huggers’ push to have chickens in their backyard onto the Conservation and Historic 

Preservation Commission’s agenda. I’m at a lost to figure out how a recommendation to 

allow chickens in your backyard falls under the duties of the 

Conservation and Preservation Commission.  Unless of course the chickens are very 

old or the chicken coops (which have to be approved by the city) are made of logs and 

mortar and look like they may have been the birthplace of Abraham Chicken.  

 

My suggestion is for Skip Mange to have a community chicken coop, perhaps in one of 

his log cabins.   

 

My wife grew up on a farm and points out if you are going to have chickens you are not 

going to be taking two vacations to Cape Cod or Europe annually, something that might 

not play well in Town and Country.  

 

I got to know one chicken who I liked quite a bit.  It was Ted Giannoulas. 
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Ted was the San Diego Chicken, who later became the Famous Chicken.   When I was 

a baseball writer I wrote three different feature articles on him for two different papers 

and a website.  I ended up on his Christmas card list. 

 

   
 

    
 

The chicken lovers who showed up for the meeting left disappointed when the 

Commission took no vote on the matter, tabling it. Mange said it needed more study.  

They had a chicken expert Bill Ruppert from Kirkwood at the meeting. 

 

Mange, and former alderman and commission member Jim Havens suggested that they 

did not think chicken coops would likely see the light of day in residential zoned areas.  

Maybe that is why Dalton sent the matter to this commission.  If he would have left it at 

the Green Team Commission the lefties and hippies on that commission would pass a 

resolution to send the matter to the Board of Aldermen.  With Mange back on the faculty 

at Principia, perhaps he could better deal with the chicken lovers at the meeting from 

Principia.  
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Top lefty and greenie on the Green Team, Dirk Maas, a resident of Principia grounds, 

was there and prior to the meeting he had sent a blog to Patch.com implying this was 

the first step for chickens in every yard in Town and Country.  The report I got was he 

and 10 others who had been all hopped up on chickens at the start of the night left a 

little down in the dumps.   

 

Over in Webster Groves, where they passed an ordinance allowing chickens several 

years ago, chickens have come home to roost at City Hall as there is a new bill before 

the City Council restricting how close to property lines chicken coops can be located. 

Also under consideration is a bill to allow a certain number of domestic ducks to be kept 

at houses.  A cluck-cluck here and a cluck-cluck there is a lot easier to take than quack-

quack all day long.      

 

A DONKEY DRESSED IN ELEPHANT CLOTHING… or…A MAN WHO CALLS 

HIMSELF A REPUBLICAN BUT HAS NEVER MET A SALES TAX HE DIDN’T LIKE:  

At the recent City Conservation Commission meeting, former mayor and County 

Councilman and current City Alderman Skip Mange praised the passing of Prop P, the 

latest in a long line of sales taxes that have been added to our bills.  

 

Mange told the group that with the passage of the sales tax for both the Arch ground 

improvements plus local parks, there would be more money for Municipal Park Grants. 

He added that he intended now to obtain park grants to help fund the $120,000 it will 

cost to rebuild a log cabin that he has stored in pieces at Drace Park, where he wants a 

village of log cabins. The city already has two structures there. 

 

Before the passing of Prop P Mange had stated he was going to raise funds through 

donations from the public to rebuild his latest log cabin. Now he wants to use Park 

Grants. Don’t forget the parks Grants money comes from an area wide sales tax.  

 

The true tax and spend guy:  While Mange ran for the County Council seat claiming to 

be a Republican, now that he is off the Council, every time Democratic County 

Executive Charles Dooley wants a bond issue or sales tax passed he appoints Skip to 

head a committee on the issue.  Mange led the way on the 9-1-1 sales tax without a 

sunset provision.  He also headed a committee on how to find funding for County Parks 

after Dooley decided to strip the Parks Department budget. Mange thought another 

special parks tax was a good idea.  
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When Charlie Dooley needs help raises taxes he calls on Skip Mange. 

 

Mange has also rejoined the faculty of Principia, the enclave of ultra liberals tucked into 

houses and apartments on the campus of the Christian Science School. They don’t 

believe in medicine (power of prayer instead) for people but many wanted to spend 

$1,200 per deer to perform field sterilization operations on deer.       

 

When Skip was mayor back in 2000 medicine was then also okay for deer as they 

tranquilized and then hauled them off to southeastern Missouri where most died of 

“capture myopthy” when their organs shut down due to stress. The practice was halted 

by the Missouri Department of Conservation as being “inhuman.” Mange still talks about 

it giving himself and other “deer whackos” a pat on the back for saving deer, when in 

reality they were killing deer in a sadistic manner. This operation was when cost was no 

object.  

 

UPSCALE RESELL IT SHOP…ERR I MEAN CONSIGNMENT GALLERY IS COMING 

TO TOWN:  Maureen Strobeck and Barbara Lampe the co-owners of Town and 

Country’s newest business were at Monday’s Board of Aldermen meeting. They wanted 

a sign variance so one letter on the sign for the new business can be six inches larger 

than the code allows.  The variance was granted.  The only delay was that Fred 

Meyland-Smith had to stop the meeting and say, “Welcome.”  Fred has yet to realize 

that these meeting are held in the City Hall which is the building of all the residents and 

merchants.  It is not necessary for him to spend five minutes welcoming people to a 

public building that they partially own.  

 

Anyway Maureen and Barb are owners of a furniture consignment shop named Encore 

Consignment Gallery.  It’s in the Lamp and Lantern Shopping center facing Clayton 

Road where the old Midwest Carpet store was located, next to the MyMuseum. The 

store will have 10,200 square feet of space.  
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“It’s a new way to get rid of furniture if you are downsizing or remodeling,” said 

Storbeck. “This concept is huge in California and Arizona where stores are filled with 

very fine furniture.” 

 

“We wanted a more upscale name instead of ‘Auntie’s Attic’ or ‘Second Time Around,’” 

said Strobeck explaining their choice of names.  The store’s phone number is 636-220-

9092. 

 

          
 

REMODELING OR A LITTLE BIT MORE:  I got a letter from the city saying there were 

plans for a new house in my subdivision on Karlin Drive that were on file at the Planning 

Department at City Hall. I went to the City Hall and asked to see the plans. I was told 

they were listed as “home remodeling”.  I’ll let you be the judge…I think the letter from 

the city maybe was a little closer to the truth. The work required approval from the 

Architectural Review Board which it received on Monday, May 13.  
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TUESDAY IN THE PARK: Once again the city’s very small Park Department operation 

is having problems with fundamentals of park land management such as picking up the 

trash after a weekend.  Below is a photo we shot on a Tuesday evening around 6pm at 

Drace Park. Before we start doing anymore expansion of parks or increasing the duties 

of the park employees (one full time and two part time workers) the city should be able 

to maintain what they have now.      

 

 
 

 

 

 

IT ISN’T GOING TO SAVE THIS TREE:  I believe it was in late March when there was 

a day of very strong winds.  A lot of branches were blown down all over town and in 

some cases entire trees hit the dirt.  Included among the trees lost to the wind was a 

pine tree on along the sidewalk that leads into Drace Park from Cedar Springs Drive. 

The tree was completely uprooted.  

 

After a few days of the tree over the sidewalk an apparent good tree Samaritan decided 

to put the tree back up in an upright position.  However, it fell backwards a bit and is 

actually leaning against some other trees.  It is quite dead and the needles are turning 

brown.  However it is now a liability because if a big wind came back it would be blown 

back across the sidewalk since the roots are no longer underground.  
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THE BRIDGE OVER THE WEXFORD WOODS CREEK:  If you have been watching 

the trail (wide sidewalk) project along Clayton Road you may have notice the huge 

ravine just west of Wexford Woods Drive. You didn’t notice the ravine prior to the project 

because it was full of scrub trees.  However once the trees were cleaned out the 

contractor was forced to spend weeks filling in the ravine.  Next was a concrete wall, but 

if did not cover the entire area. On Monday night the answer arrived.  A metal bridge 

arrived and was installed on Tuesday.  

 

“It was cheaper to put in a bridge than build retaining walls,” said Public Works Director 

Craig Wilde. He also stated the bridge will save them from trying to redirect a creek.  
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THEY BROUGHT IN THE NEW BUT FORGET OF THROW OUT THE OLD:  Here is a 

photo of the new blood, City Administrator Gary Hoelzer and new city clerk Ashley 

McNamara on each end. Then in the middle there is Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Stealer of 

Property and a Business of a Widow Jon Dalton who is starting his third term.  Can’t 

anyone write a term limit ordinance? 

 

   
 

 

 

WHEN A SIGN IS NOT A SIGN:  I go crazy when companies go through all the hoops 

to get sign permits approved by city councils and boards of aldermen and then go out 

and hide the signs.  Trees were planted in front of signs at Manchester Meadows which 

is now almost a ghost town. The Olympic Oaks shopping center on Manchester in Des 

Peres where Blockbuster used to be and where McAlister’s Deli is now located often 

would have plantings blocking their sign.  

 

Here is the latest winner of pretty but stupid land management award. It goes to the 

folks at of the Bank of Montreal who run the old Southwest Bank on Manchester under 

its newest name BMO-Harris. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD DUES STAY THE SAME…WITH NEW CAMERA SYSTEM 

COMING…BUT ARE THEY PUTTING IT AT THE RIGHT PLACE?   As Jack Paar 

used to say, I kid you not.”  I read the latest newsletter from my homeowners 

association’s board of trustees (Thornhill Estates)  where they were keeping our annual 

dues at $700 a year but with no major project planned…except adding a 24/7 digital 

video surveillance at the entrance on Topping Road.  The Muirfiled subdivision on N. 

Mason Road has a similar system, where cameras can catch the car and license plate 

number of suspects doing car break-ins or vandalisms. In Thornhill we have been 

having a number of mailboxes vandalized by kids played “mailbox baseball.” Of course 

if the culprit lives in the subdivision and uses the gate opener to come and go on Mason 

Road, they will be out of luck at catching anyone.  

 

30 minutes after reading this, at about 5pm, I loaded up the dogs and we were off to the 

park. As I approached a three-way stop intersection I watch as a member of the 

subdivision board of trustees blew through a stop sign without slowing.  I’m thinking I 

might feel safer if the cameras were at intersections and evidence given to the cops of 

people and board members who refuse to stop at stop signs.       

 

SOLD IN ABOUT A WEEK!  Back in the height of the black days for local real estate in 

2010 realtor Carla Bogard sold about a half dozen homes fast in my subdivision which 

has 110 houses.  At the time it seemed like a remarkable feat as you would watch other 

houses stay on the market for a year or more.  

 

At the first of the month Carla put a For Sale in front of an original Thornhill house that 

up until November of 2011 had been owned by an original owner for 50 years.  The 
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original owners sold the house to a neighbor, who 1½-years later listed it with Carla.  On 

top of the “For Sale” sign was a sign that announce “New Home Site” indicating it would 

be perfect for either a spec builder or a person wanting to build their own home. 

 

Within 10 days the “Sold Fast” sign was up.           

 

 It has become clear…Skip Mange 

needs to stop saving log cabins and start saving some ranch houses in Town and 

Country that were built between 1950 and 1961.     

 

DWI AND THIEVES NEWSLETTER REACTION:  The first immediate signs I got that 

anyone was reading our most recent DWI and Thieves newsletter was that Jamie 

Allman on his morning radio talk show started to refer to our website and newsletters at 

the “Smoking Gun” of West County. He spoke specifically about this newsletter on 

Monday May 6. I often appear on Jamie’s show on Wednesdays a little before 8am.   

 

Newly elected Chesterfield mayor Bob Nation tabled the reappointment of Chesterfield 

city prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer that was on the agenda for the May 6 City Council 

meeting.     

 

 I got some reader comments on the story right away: 

 

 John, 

Great letter. This is horrific. 

Why isn't this a news story? 

I can forgive one DWI, but even that is too many. 

Innocent people's lives are at stake here. 
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Why don't our mayor and alderman get hammered on this and why it is occurring? 

Getting away with a $350 fine and no points is criminal. 

 

From what I can tell, most of these people were more than drunk, they were plastered. 

(A Town and Country Reader)  

 

John, 

Your work on behalf of our region is appreciated.   

(A Chesterfield reader)  

 

Hello Mr. Hoffman, 

I looked up your newsletter(s) after hearing you on the Allman show for the past year. Anyway, as a 

former small town City Councilman (to be politically incorrect), I appreciate your broad based spotlight 

on political types of all stripes. Keep up the good work.  

Sincerely, (A Eureka resident) 

 

Hi John, 

 Your article "DWI and Thieves Spring 2013" is excellent and a real eye opener on what is happening in 

our local and county court system. 

 

I agree that this is a major problem at the grassroots level of justice.  No wonder our police officers 

become so frustrated in their jobs when the rest of the law enforcement team let them down by not 

prosecuting offenders more aggressively.  This lack of action also dis-credits our State 

Driving Regulations and puts everyone at risk. 

 

 Our legal system is a real dis-appointment as attorneys continue to manipulate the facts and the law 

to secure minimum fines and punishment in the name of compromise for their clients.  Another 

annoying part of the justice system is how long the courts allow attorneys drag out the case. 

 

 Hopefully, your research and reporting of what is really happening at the local level will reach enough 

people to get things changed for the better. 

 

 Thanks again for a great article.  Please keep those newsletters coming as local governments needs 

watching and sometime a swift kick. 

 

 Best regards,  

(A Town and Country resident)  
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John,  

You seem to have some "wonderful" judges and police chiefs in your local areas???????some, if not all 

their sentences etc  are hard to understand??? 

R.S.W. 

(A regular newsletter reader from Ireland…I think he started reading them for the cartoons and now 

occasionally looks at an article or two) 

 

SPEAKING OF DRUNK DRIVERS:  The Chesterfield resident Roy Garozzo who has 

been charged with Felony drunk driving recently by the County after seven arrests and 

convictions, still leaves his house every weekday around 8am and arrives at his office in 

Town and Country by 8:30.  In the afternoon he leaves his office on South Forty Drive 

and Woods Mill gets into one of his cars and drives back to Chesterfield. His drivers’ 

license is very REVOKED.  

 

Readers of this newsletter have sent us photos of Roy’s autos at work in Town and 

Country. We pass along the photos to the cops.  So far he has proved too tough to 

capture. Well for the cops to capture.  Readers don’t seem to have a problem finding 

him.  

 

              
Roy                                Roy’s Jeep at work.      Roy driving his BMW off the parking lot!. 

 

 

 

RUMOR MILL:  Art on the  move!  We hear that the Art Guild is losing its lease with 

the City of Clayton and will have to vacate its headquarters in Oak Knoll Park on Big 

Bend Road and Clayton Road by the end of the year.   The problem apparently deals 

with the Guild’s property management or lack thereof.  
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HEY OFFICER, I ONLY HAD 1.883 BEERS:  For years the response to a police officer 

who has pulled you over for a traffic violation after you had been pounding the beers 

and asked “Have you had anything to drink tonight?” has been, “Officer, I only had two 

beers.”  

 

Well thanks to the folks at In-Bev that is about to change.  

 

I have complained in recent years of Ivory Soap, shampoo companies ice cream 

makers and other food manufacturers of reducing the size of bars, bottles and boxes. 

Now Budweiser has joined them.  

 

The folks at In-Bev were doing their best PR to convince you who the new cans of 

Budweiser that look like bow ties and cool and the latest in beer art.  They failed to 

mention they have reduced the amount of Budweiser you now get from 12 ounces to 

11.3 ounces.  

 
So if you had been drinking Budweiser and the cop asks how much you have had you 

should now say, “Officer I have just had 1.883 beers.” 
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I lost my taste for beer when I turned 21 and all other alcoholic beverages after I 

developed a hiatal hernia when I was 22.  That bourbon burn on the way down and 

burned twice as bad if you burped sending the vapors on the way up. 

 

As for A-B products I still bought them and had them in the refrigerator for company. I 

wanted to support them, because they owned the Cardinals gave me a lot of enjoyable 

days and evenings watching baseball. I started buying smaller craft beers for the 

refrigerator the day after August III sold the Cardinals.        

 

IRS AND TEA OR PARTIES:  Now that it has come out that the IRS was going after tax 

returns that had the words “Tea” or “Tea Party “ or “Patriot” in their name you have to 

wonder. 

 

Did the IRS go over Unilever (former Lever Brothers of New Jersey) since they own 

Lipton Tea and are big supporters of tea parties? Did the Patriot League, which included 

the football and basketball teams of both the Army and Naval military academies get an 

extra look? Finally here is an issue that the right should jump onto and leave the search 

for the Kenyan birth certificate back in Hawaii.        

 

MUSIC, FOOD AND FUN:  In the last months I was writing columns for 

Patch.com I would always try to do a fun one for Saturdays that did not involve politics, 

taxes or crime.  One that I did was about video and audio clips I have saved on my 

computer that I bring up when I want to put a smile on my face.  

 

http://chesterfield.patch.com/articles/put-on-a-happy-face-and-pick-yourself-

up#youtube_video-10080810 

 

The column starts with three clips of the Jerome Kern and Dorothy Fields song Pick 

Yourself Up. The first one is from the 1936 Swing Time with Fred Astire and Ginger 

Rogers, followed by a version by the Beegie Adair Trio that I would listen to when I 

worked late at a County office building outside of Washington, DC and the third was a 

much slower version by Diana Krall.  

 

I happened to run across a version done by the Mike Samme Singers on the British TV 

variety show from the early 1960s. It was fun to watch and also made me nostalgic for 

the old TV Variety shows. Some of the acts simply lip synced to records but others 

would put on quite a show.      

 

http://chesterfield.patch.com/articles/put-on-a-happy-face-and-pick-yourself-up#youtube_video-10080810
http://chesterfield.patch.com/articles/put-on-a-happy-face-and-pick-yourself-up#youtube_video-10080810
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 Mike Samme Singers  

 

Here is the link to the Mike Sammes singers  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXS_8FdhLIc 

 

One thing to another…watching the Sammes singers reminded me of the Hi-Lo’s, the 

singing group that was the forerunner to the Singers Unlimited.  The Hi-Lo’s used to be 

featured on the Rosemary Clooney variety Show in the late 1950s.  They would follow 

Rosemary around the set and break into song once or twice a show. It is nice to 

remember television when people actually put some time and creative effort into the 

shows.  

 

  
 

Here is a link of the Hi-Lo’s on the Rosemary Clooney Show with guest star Boris 

Karloff. 

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ECsWulI624 

 

Here is a link to a clip of the Hi-Lo’s on the Frank Sinatra Show. 

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hWq322lgmA 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXS_8FdhLIc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ECsWulI624
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hWq322lgmA
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The lead singer for the Singers Unlimited is Bonnie Herman.  She is best known to 

St.Louisans as the person who for 40 years sings the Frederick Roof radio jingle.  

 

 
Here is a clip of the Singers Unlimited singing “Emily.”  Listen to Bonnie’s solo parts and 

you can immediately tie her voice to the “For a Hole in Your Roof or a Whole New Roof” 

lyrics. 

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muY-KlxBSJc 

 

 

JUST BECAUSE YOU LIVE IN TOWN AND COUNTRY DON’T FEEL YOU CAN’T 

DRIVE EAST OF I-270:  My wife and I make it to the One-19 Restaurant in Kirkwood 

about once a month.  Oddly enough our friends Jim Manley and Arthur Toney play there 

about once a month. 

 

     
Jim Manley and Arthur Toney                  Jim Manley on a solo.  (Note sketch artist removes 10 years and 

20 pounds from musicians) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muY-KlxBSJc
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The food is soooo good.  I recommend the tenderloin and the roasted potatoes. The 

tenderloin is $12.  I suggest you tell them to hold the blue cheese sauce and use the 

potato sauce on the steak. I always forget to take a photo of the steak.  But I 

remembered on a reorder of potatoes.  

 

     
 

Courtney, the evening waitress and assistant manager, will be leaving in August to 

attend the Theater Department at Penn State.  Amie is the weekend bartender.  

 

     
Courtney                                          Amie 
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Our favorite musician will be back at One-19 on Saturday June 15 from 9-12.  The 

kitchen is open until 11.   

 

MEANWHILE IN CLAYTON:  I like going to Sasha’s in Clayton on Wednesday night.  It 

is supposed to be a jazz duo with Jim Manley and Chris Swan, but you never know who 

will be there.  

Last week: 

 

    
Chris was out of town so Arthur Toney was on the keyboard. 

 

 

   
Dan Smith of Webster Groves sat in.  Dan is just back after a three month tour with the 

show “In the Mood Live.”  Then from the east side Rev. Scott Stanifer, who plays in the 

band Fantasy showed up.  

 

It is not always trumpets! 
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Three saxophones from five weeks ago…Colleen Farquhar( in between contracts with 

Holland America Lines) Joe Bayer and Larry Johnson.    

 

 

    

 

 

CARTOONS:   
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(I PREDICT NEXT WEEK THIS SECTION WILL BE MOSTLY IRS-TEA PARTY 

CARTOONS)    


