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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 83 

May 04, 2013 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

ALDERMEN PICK RIGHT GUYS FOR THE JOB…BUT MAKE INTERESTING 

ASSISNGMENTS:  On Thursday Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Snatcher of Widows’ 

Property By Eminent Domain for Nightclubs John Dalton picked Capt. Gary Hoelzer to 

be the new Town and Country City Administrator and Capt. Pat Kranz as the new police 

chief.  

 

Both are quality guys who deserve the promotions. I just wonder if they weren’t better 

suited for the other jobs.  

 

In reality for the last nine years Gary Hoelzer has run the police department, while John 

Copeland kept the title of “police chief” while he was also city administrator.     

 

  Photo swiped from Patch.com 

You might think that John Copeland had a better shirt than this one to wear at his farewell party. It 

really doesn’t photograph very well.  

 

During that time as the assistant police chief (operations commander) Hoelzer became 

the face of the department and made strong impressions of being a dedicated caring 

professional. This was not so much an act. Gary and his wife have adopted special 

needs children and live in Webster Groves because of the services offered by the 

Webster Groves School District.   
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Capt. Gary Hoelzer will turn in his uniform and move     Capt. Pat Kranz is now the Police chief. 

into the City Administrator’s Office.  

 

Since the city administrator is less in the public eye I hate to see all the contracts Gary 

made in the community begin to diminish.  

 

Gary has shown his administrative and research abilities most recently when he was 

given the unenviable job of heading up the city’s Deer Management.  Deer lovers would 

come to meetings and call Hoelzer hateful names. Mariette Palmer led the way 

accusing Hoelzer of being a mean spirited sadistic hunter. In fact Hoelzer is not a hunter 

and isn’t even particularly into guns. His research into the deer issue was impressive. 

 

That said, Kranz has been running the purchasing, vehicle maintenance, 

communications issues, operating the police records unit plus accepting bids and doing 

budgeting.  He has been very good at this. Plus he had a background before police 

work in construction, which is consistently on the plate of city administrator.  

 

The one thing Dalton did which over a lifetime career in law enforcement used to drive 

me nuts, was they interviewed outside candidates for the job of city administrator, when 

he was looking at both Hoelzer and Kranz to fill the positions. If either Hoelzer or Kranz 

did not interview well, he could have brought in outside candidates.  But he basically 

wasted the outside candidates’ time along with the time of the board of aldermen. 

     

It will be interesting to see the imprint both Gary and Pat put on their jobs. 

DELAY OF GAME IS THE LATEST STRATEGY IN LADY POLICE OFFICER 

LAWSUIT:  If you remember back on March 12, 2012 former Town and Country police 

officer Shannon Woolsey filed suit against the City of Town and Country alleging sexual 

discrimination and harassment forced her to quit the job she had held for 10 years. 
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Perhaps the biggest black marks on Gary Hoelzer and John Copeland in the last ten 

years, was the fact there was only one female on the police department and how they 

did not protect her from sexual harassment.  The Town and Country PD has been 

clearly a “good old boy network” over the years. A few more female officers not only 

would help the department provide better service, the additional officers would keep a 

lone female officer from carrying the weight of the world while dealing with sexist pigs. 

Most departments the size of Town and Country would have at least one female officer 

per shift. Town and Country has one female officer…period!   

 

Some of Woolsey’s complaints seemed to be valid since the city suspended one of her 

supervisors, who she accused of asking her for sex, for a whole day and made him go 

to a sexual harassment course. (Which was of course not how to improve his skills at 

sexually harassing those under his charge, but how to supervise employees without 

asking them for sexual favors.)  

 

The specifics in the lawsuit we have listed in past newsletters. Many of the accusations 

are borderline X-rated material. So we have placed the revised lawsuit along with some 

new filings on our website at http://johnhoffmann.net  

 

A short time after the lawsuit was filed the supervisor, Chip Unterberg, a 23-year 

veteran of the force, resigned. 

 

Ast. Police Chief Captain Gary Hoelzer claimed Unterberg’s resignation was not 

connected to the lawsuit.  

“He resigned just to peruse a career in the private sector,” Hoelzer was quoted.  

 

That private sector career turned out to be selling cars in North County.  

 Unterberg in his new life in the auto sales industry.  

In the lawsuit Unterberg was alleged to be an active perpetrator of the sexual 

harassment.     

 

At one point Woolsey alleges the city was going to place her on a permanent midnight 

shift with a supervisor who she said since 2004 was making suggestive comments to 

http://johnhoffmann.net/
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her. She did not ask to be removed from the midnight shift, simply switched to the other  

midnight shift with a different supervisor.  Capt. Hoelzer and Chief John Copeland 

refused to honor her request.   

          
 

   
 

Woolsey also claimed that other officers would confront her and complain how they 

were not her “tow bitches” when she made an arrest and a car needed to be tow, 

requiring another officer to wait for the tow truck. I was in law enforcement for 30 years 

and waiting for a tow truck while assisting another officer was never an issue where I 

worked in St. Louis, Kansas City or Maryland.  

 

On his next to last day as chief of police John Copeland was looking forward to his 

retirement party on May 1. Meanwhile Woolsey at the demand of the city’s legal team 

was submitting herself to a four-hour mental health examination at the office of the city’s 

insurance lawyers’ choice.  

 

 Since Woolsey claimed she suffered health problems from stress and mental abuse the 

request for an examination seems almost reasonable, but what the city asked to do next 

was not. 
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They wanted all of Woolsey’s medical records dating back to 10 years prior to her 

employment with the city.    

 

The city is not just going to obtain records by subpoena but will be taking video 

depositions of Woolsey’s care givers. 

 

On that list include counselors and therapists Maria Carmi of Lake St. Louis, Gary 

Pippenger of South County, psychiatrist Dr. Mohinder Partap of South County.  

 

Next the city wants to obtain employment records with Woolsey’s current employer, 

American Family Insurance. How these could pertain to the abuse or distress Woolsey 

suffered two years earlier is a mystery to me and seems to be an act of harassment the 

city is perpetrating on Woolsey.  

  

 Irony:  In 2010, seven months before she resigned Woolsey wrote a lengthy article on 

“Challenges for Women in Policing” for Law and Order Magazine. (I was a writer for 12 

years and the Washington Correspondent for seven years for Law and Order.) 

  

http://www.hendonpub.com/resources/article_archive/results/details?id=1614 

 

According to court records settlement conferences have been cancelled and a trial date 

is now set for October 28 of 2013.      

 

JUST A THOUGHT:  Cities have insurance to pay for part of the defense in such 

lawsuits.  The trial attorneys are hired by the insurance company and not the city, so it 

is the insurance company’s legal battle.  However, that said…I have to think there are 

members of the Board of Aldermen who either have a child or a sister the age of 

Shannon Woolsey. How would they like a relative to be treated with the sexual 

harassment that Woolsey put up with on the job?  I know this happened because I was 

a cop for 30 years and saw it happened and tried to keep it from happening when I was 

in a command position. Also because the city disciplined one of the people she accused 

of the harassment.  

 

So maybe just maybe the city could step up to the plate and pass along a message to 

the insurance company lawyers to “lighten up” and not make a bad PR situation much 

worse.  After all Woolsey did spend 10 years trying to help and keep residents safe.   

        

CLICK ON THE HOMEPAGE OF OUR WEBSITE TO SEE THE UPDATED LAWSUIT 

FILED BY WOOLSEY.   

http://www.hendonpub.com/resources/article_archive/results/details?id=1614
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SERIAL DRUNK DRIVER CHARGED WITH A FELONY…LIVES IN 

CHESTERFIELD AND WORKS IN TOWN AND COUNTRY:   52-year-old 

Roy Anthony Garozzo of 1080 Westmeade Drive in the apartments that run along 

parallel to Baxter Road, was been charged on April 19 with a felony of being a 

persistent drunk driver. Garozzo has been living on Westmeade since before 

Chesterfield was a city.  His DWI arrests date back a quarter-of-a-century.  He works in 

an office on Woods Mill at South Outer Forty in Town and Country. (One of our alert 

readers saw this in our May 1 Chesterfield Newsletter and passed along his work 

information.) 

 

   If you see this man driving…first get out of his way, then call the police.  

 

Garozzo was first arrested and convicted of DWI in 1987 after being stopped by the 

County Police on April 2, 1987. 

 

On October 27, 1991 Roy was arrested for DWI, No Valid Driver’s License and 

Improper Lane Use, in Montgomery County Missouri.  

  

1991 There was evidence of an alcohol related driving arrest in Kansas City.  

 

In 1993 there was a reported DUI arrest in Kansas City, which we could not confirm.  

 

 On July 28 1993 he was sentence for two days in jail for Driving While Revoked 

(Failure to take Breath Test) in Saline County. 

 

On July 31, 1997 Garozzo was arrested for DWI by the Missouri Highway Patrol.  He 

pled guilty on October 22 and was sentenced to serve 60 days in the County Jail on 

December 27. (He also pled guilty to speeding and following too closely.) 

 

On St. Patrick’s Day in 1998 Garozzo was arrested for Driving While Suspended. He 

pled guilty on June 15 and was sentenced to 60 days in the City Workhouse.   
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On March 6, 2000 a St. Louis Police Officer in the first district in far south St. Louis 

charged Garozzo with Driving While License Suspended.  On November 15, 2000 he 

pled guilty was sentenced to one year in the City workhouse, but the execution of the 

sentence was suspended and Roy was placed on probation.  

  

On November 15, 2007 his driver’s license was revoked again.  

 

On October 11, 2008 Officer Gunn of the Chesterfield Police clocked Garozzo speeding 

62 MPH in a 40 MPH zone.  He found that Garozzo was also drunk and he was 

arrested for DWI.  In an amazing and very uncommon event in Chesterfield, Garozzo 

was actually assessed a full 12-point DWI violation along with a 2-point speeding 

conviction. He was sentenced to jail for 90 days, but the judge stayed the jail term and 

placed Garozzo on probation for two years. It was an amazing two years. Roy was not 

arrested or caught violating his probation.  That was about to change two months after 

his probation ended.       

 

 On February 18, 2011 Garozzo was arrested for DWI and Driving While Revoked (for 

failure to take a breath test) by the Wentzville Police. On September 29, 2011 he pled 

guilty and was sentenced to 120 days in jail.  

 

On July 11, 2011 he was arrested by the Moscow Mills Police in Troy County for driving 

without a valid license (2nd offense) and fined $350.   

 

On June 8, 2012 he was arrested for Driving While Revoked by the Missouri Highway 

Patrol. He was convicted on April 2, 2013 (after his latest DWI arrest but prior to the 

Chronic Offender Warrant being issued).  He was also found guilty of speeding.  

  

On March 23, 2013 Roy was arrested again by the St. Louis County Police and charged 

as a Chronic DWI Offender. He was officially charged on April 19.      

 

Driving offenses weren’t the only things Mr. Garozzo was being arrested for. On 

November 12, 2011 he was arrested for Poaching by Conservation Agents in Lincoln 

County.  A month later he was fined $250. 

 

LIKE FATHER LIKE SON:  While searching for arrests involving Garozzo, we also 

found DWI arrests in the 1980s for his father, who was born in 1927.   
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BE ON THE LOOKOUT:  Known in the police business as a BOLO…in this case it is for 

       1997 BWM  

 

your own safety.  According to County Tax records Garozzo has three vehicles, a 1993 

Jeep Wrangler (which I saw parked outside of his apartment this week), a1997 BMW 

740 and a Harley Davidson motorcycle.    

 

 

SO MUCH FOR TENNIS…SO MUCH FOR TREES:  If anyone remembers from the 

start of this newsletter when it used to the Alderman Newsletter, we have written about 

Brian Marchant-Calsyn the ex-convict drug dealer and alleged internet sales scammer 

who bought two lots along Topping Road behind neighbors houses.  Brian was since 

vacated the property. One 3 acre lot at 1761 Topping included his house. On the 

adjoining 1.8 acre lot at 1803 Topping was empty and Brian built a tennis court with 

lights.  He was able to use the tennis court at night once.  It turns out he did not have a 

permit to put up the lights.  After complaints by neighbors tennis at night was no more. 

The electric/lighting company that put the lights in also had to sue Marchant-Calsyn for 

non-payment.  

 

Brian’s neighborly good nature was shown early to his neighbors when after putting up 

a fence against their property line he needed city permission for a gate. He sent his 

neighbors a letter through his attorney John King threatening to sue them for the rest of 

their lives if they complained to the city about his fence and gate.  

 

Brian and a number of his internet companies were hit with judgments alleging fraud. 

The tennis court lot was foreclosed on by the bank and has since been sold to 

Rehnquist Custom Homes.     

 

This week Rehnquist began preparing the lot for building. The bulldozers were driven 

onto the tennis court and then started knocking down trees.  Here in T&C, Tree City 

USA, you need a permit to remove trees if your lot is 3-acres or more. No permit was 

required for the 1.8 acre lot which was beginning to look like a logging operation.  
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Day One                                           Day Two                      

 

MORE FUTURE REHNQUIST HOMES:  Rehnquist has bought up the property where a 

couple of frame houses on Mason Road near Queeny Park.  The two houses sit on 

several acres of land and Rehnquist hopes to put up a number of high end houses for 

people who like to spend a fortune for a house and still have traffic issues, cars in the 

snow sliding off into the lawn and kids throwing beer bottles and White Castle sacks in 

the yard.     

 .    

GANGS OF TOWN AND COUNTRY:  Our newest member of the Gangs of Town and 

Country comes from a regular reader of this newsletter.  She emailed me while bowling 

to point out another resident of crime infested Ward-2 who I had missed. 

 

That person is former investment advisor Charles Russell Williams II of Mason Valley 

Road.  

 

In 1994 the SEC began investigating Williams and his company C.R. Williams, Inc. also  

known as CRW both registered as investment advisor firms and himself as a investment 

advisor.  

 

In 1996 the SEC issued a cease and desist order for a number of violations including a 

lack of record keeping and reporting.  He was fined $5,000. 

 

Apparently Williams did not take heed to the SEC’s warning. In 2004 after a routine 

examination of the company and Williams the SEC started another investigation and 

found the same violations they had fined him for in 1996. 

 

The administrative law judge found that Williams controlled CRW and C.R. Williams, 

Inc. and “was part of an overall course of conduct that was improper and illegal.”   

 



10 
 

The judge revoked CRW’s investment advisor registration, barred Williams himself from 

being a investment advisor or associated with investment advisors and fined the 

company $10,000 and Williams $10,000. 

 

A check of our favorite website, casenet, showed several eviction lawsuits filed against 

Williams and C.R. Williams, Inc regarding the office space rented at 12977 North Forty 

Drive.  He liked Town and Country for office space after moving from North Forty Drive 

he ended up in Maryville Center.  

 

His 1999 and 1997 Mercedes Benz autos are currently registered to his home, but in 

the past they were company cars. The company had problems paying personal property 

taxes on the cars on time. For the 2009 tax year C.R. Williams, Inc. was a full one year 

late in paying taxes on the cars.  

 

Between the back rent, eviction lawsuits and the late tax penalties it was clear that for a 

guy who was supposed to tell you how make money, Williams could not do it for 

himself.  

 

Here is a link to the SEC Admin law ruling: 

 

http://www.sec.gov/litigation/aljdec/2008/id342bpm.pdf 

 

 

CURRENT MEMEBERS OF THE Gangs of Town and Country:  

MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER: William Lynn Gunter of 1515 Mason Hill Court in the Mason Valley subdisiion was 

charged with Murder 1st Degree in the death of his wife Suzy Gunter at their house.  Gunter claimed to police and 

paramedics that his wife slipped and fell down the stairs. An autopsy showed otherwise. (Ward 2) 

INVESTMENT FRAUD PONZI SCHEME   S&K Investment Ponzi Scheme Federal and State Fraud 

Convictions: Richard Neiswonger (Ward 1) Carl Kossmeyer (Ward 4) 

 

 INVESTMENT FRAUD PONZI SCHEME:  On July 19, 2012 61-year-old Grahame Rhodes of 13301 

Thornhill Drive (Ward 2) was indicted by a Federal grand Jury for a $2.5 million investment fraud/Ponzi 

scheme.  Victims included friends, relatives and neighbors. He pled guilty to the offense a few days 

before Christmas.  

 

Embezzler of church bulletin payments convicted:  John Gehm (Ward 3) 

Investment Embezzler convicted:  Don Weir (Ward 3) 

Embezzled $25,000 from Homeowners Association convicted:  Richard Burbott (Ward 2) 

Mortgage Fraud: John Mineo, Jr. general manager of Mineo’s Restaurant, convicted   (Ward 2) 

http://www.sec.gov/litigation/aljdec/2008/id342bpm.pdf
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Serial Child Molester:  Convicted Eric Tolen (Ward 1)  Post Oak Drive. 

Drug Dealer:  Brian Marchant-Calsyn convicted and served time in the federal Prison in Lewisburg, PA. 

Marchant-Calsyn later joined Neiswonger and Kossmeyer as a salesman for the S&K Investment Ponzi 

Scheme. He then created numerous internet sales companies that resulted in complaints to the Attorney 

General by the dozen and lawsuits alleging fraud. Numerous judgments were issued against him and his 

companies.  He moved out of his home on Topping Road in May of 2012. (Ward 2)  

 

Sex assault: No charges filed but a T&C police investigation led to the resignation of the president of 

Maryville University in 2006 (Ward 4)   

Bank Fraud, weapons violation, drug dealing, assault and spousal abuse and FBI informant that led 

to the downfall of State Senator Jeff Smith, convicted:  Milton Ohslen III, (Ward 1)   

Medicaid Fraud: Dr. Abdul Naushad and his wife Wajiha Naushad civil award (Ward 4) 

Felony Sexual Assault Second Degree convicted:  Stanley Williams, AKA Tommy Williams AKA 

Stanley Carter. Thornhill Drive Thornhill Hill Estates Subdivision  (Ward 2)   

Federal Income Tax Evasion:  Convicted William Bialczak Ward 1, skimmed $1,000,000 from his 

businesses S&H Parking and Metropolitan Towing, at the center of the St. Louis Police Tow Scandal.   

Feds seized $874,978 in cash during searches of his businesses.   

Burglar:  Graham Redington of the 1600 block of Foxleigh Ct. (Ward 2) was arrested on March 24, 2011 

after burglarizing a house on Horton Lane and then carrying a large flat screen TV and computer through 

the woods to a waiting car on Kent Manor Lane.   He pled guilty in August of 2012 and was sentenced to 

a 15-day SHOCK jail term and placed on probation for five-years.       

Bank Fraud:  Doug Morgan, 65, who lived in the Thornhill Estates subdivision (Ward 2), died on the day 

(Nov 9, 2011) of a scheduled hearing before a Federal judge. Morgan had been charged with Bank Fraud 

after allegedly making fraudulent loan applications for $1.5 million.  He is alleged to have also solicited 

close to $2 million from two persons claiming to be a secret partner for a new casino in North County. 

Morgan was also the former head of the St. Louis County Planning Commission. 

Drunk Driver Manslaughter: Edward T. Snodgrass Foxleigh Court Convicted Ward-2. As a drunk driver 

Snodgrass hit and killed a worker in a construction zone on Highway 40. He was sentenced to 10 years in 

prison, then served a 90-day shock jail sentence before being released and placed on supervised 

probation for five whole years.     

Serial Drunk Driver #1:  Dan McLaughlin, residing in Ward 1 off of Ballas Road. McLaughlin refused to 

take a breath test in August of 2010 after Chesterfield Police responded to calls from motorists on 

Highway 40 about McLaughlin’s SUV weaving. The police report indicates that it appeared that 

McLaughlin urinated in his pants, was falling down drunk, asked to be let go since he was only a few 

blocks from home (several miles actually), and offered the officer a bribe. In September of 2011 

McLaughlin had multiple accidents on Baxter Road. He was so drunk that he could not figure out how to 

open his door, could not dial a phone, was falling down drunk and again refused to take a breath test.   

 

Serial Drunk Driver #2:  Jonathan Forrest Dalton, Jr., 22, of Tundra Court (Ward 1) was arrested for DWI 

on January 1, 2012 at 3:35AM driving down Clayton Road in Ladue with no lights on his 2011 Audi. He 

then ran a stop sign in front of a Ladue police officer. He appeared to be drunk and refused to take a 

breath test. Police found three bottles of booze in the car.  Less than six months later while his first arrest 
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was pending in court on June 23, at 2:48AM he was clocked speeding by the Ladue Police on I-64. He 

again appeared intoxicated, was arrested and refused to take a breath test.     

 

Serial Drunk Driver #3:  In March 2013 the County Prosecutor finally got around to charging 33-year-old 

Danielle Derouin of 19 Brookwood as a Felony Persistent Drunk driver. Derouin had two prior drunk 

driving related convictions in Des Peres and Kirkwood when in July of 2012 she was arrested for DWI on 

I-270 by Town and Country Police. Her BAC level was .21%.  (Ward 2) 

 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTING VIOLATIONS:  Alderman Tim Welby was fined and placed on two 

years’ probation by the Missouri Ethics Commission for failing to file required campaign contributor and 

expense reports for over three years. Prior to the action, Welby had received a written warning for 

violations.   

 

Criminal-Illegal Importation of Prescription Drugs…Civil-Medicaid &Medicare Fraud  Dr. Abid Nisar 

of the Thornhill Estates subdivision. (Ward 2) Convicted  

 

POSSESSION OF HEROIN AND DWI PRIOR OFFENDER: Andrew Baird of 11 Bellerive Country Club 

Grounds arrested Possession of Heroin and DWI by Prior Offender in the Pebble Acres subdivision at 

3:40am on 3/25/12. 

 

Serial Sex Offender:  Marco Castandeda, 63, of 582 Pinebrook Court (Ward 4) was arrested exposing 

himself to a young woman in the office building at 763 South New Ballas. With that case pending 

Castandeda was arrested again on August 16 for exposing himself to a girl in the next door yard.  

 

SEC VIOLATIONS:  Charles Russell Williams, II of Mason Valley Road (Ward 2) was fined $10,000 and 

the company in his name was fined $10,000. Williams was stripped of his SEC standing as an investment 

advisor and prohibited for working as a investment advisor due to repeat violations of SEC rules and 

regulations.     

   

THE ELLISVILLE FIASCO CONTINUES: The week started off badly for Ellisville and 

the PR firm Casey Communications which the old city council hired to try and soften the 

bad imagine the city was getting from the ridiculous impeachment of their mayor. Casey 

is already 4-times over budget and the news does not seem to be getting better. 

 

On Monday Elliott Davis’ “You Paid For It” featured Ellisville councilman and mayor pro 

tem Matt Pirrello.  Matt seemed to be holding his own against Elliott saying how they 

had to impeach Mayor Adam Paul (who was trying to help residents displaced by the 

new Wal Mart project and taking bids for a new city attorney).  He said Paul had to be 

removed, when Davis asked if the city would not save more than a hundred thousand 

dollars if they just waited for the next election and let the voters decide. Then things 

went downhill for Pirrello. 
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Davis:  How were taxpayers losing money by what he was doing?  

 

Pirrello:  We are not getting city business done. 

 

Davis:  Cite a specific where taxpayers lost money because of what the mayor had  

            done?   

 

Pirrello:  (long pause)  I can’t at this time.  

 

NEW COUNCILPERSONS:  The three new councilpersons were present at the May 1 

city council meeting.  I went to the meeting because after spending a week watching the 

impeachment of Mayor Adam Paul I was interested in seeing the latest.  

 

Paul and his attorney Chet Pleban had filed suit in Circuit Court to overturn the 

impeachment. Gary Voss and Mick Cahill were just elected to council on platforms of 

supporting Paul.  Cindy Pool was elected, but barely after almost being beat by a write-

in candidate who was in Paul’s corner.  Pool claims to be neutral in the Paul 

controversy. Voss owns a local bowling alley and showed up in a sports jacket and no 

tie.  Cahill did him one better, arriving in a short sleeve sports shirt and slacks.  

Compared to these two “men of the people” Pirrello looked like a real dandy.  

 

The meeting started with citizens and attorney speaking from the crowd before Pirrello 

could strike his gavel. They were shouting  

 

STAY THE IMPEACHMENT RESOLUTION REMOVED BY CITY MANAGER AND 

NOT COUNCIL: Voss had filed a resolution the week before in time for the deadline for 

items to be on the agenda. Cahill also supported the agenda item.  That is all that is 

required by the Ellisville City Charter. However, City Manager Kevin Bookout removed 

the item. Under what authority, the always arrogant, Bookout used to remove the 

agenda item was the question of the night.  However, he actually did Cahill and Voss a 

favor.  

 

Citizens yelled out demanding to know why the agenda item was removed. 
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Even though the meeting had not actually started, Pirrello asked John Maupin to 

explain.  

 

For those who have been following  this story Maupin is a lawyer that the former 

Ellisville city council hired at the recommendation of city attorney Paul Martin to be both 

the hearing officer at Paul’s impeachment and also a special consultant to the Council 

during the impeachment, a position that many considered to be a conflict of interest. He 

is now also representing the city in the lawsuit filed by Mayor Paul to overturn the 

impeachment.  

 

Maupin was in the standing room only crowd at the back of the room. With the sun 

shining through a window it looked like Maupin was making a pronouncement from on 

high.  

 

 
 

“…so in my opinion the motion to stay (the impeachment action) is inept,” said Maupin. 

 

Before the last of his words were out of his mouth Mayor Paul’s lawyer, Chet Pleban, 

was standing on the opposite side of the room was on his feet and speaking. 

 

“Why would you want to hear one side and not the other,” asked Pleban. 

 

He then asked who took the resolution to stay the impeachment off the agenda. 

 

Eventually the city manager, Kevin Bookout spoke up. 
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“I received a call from Mr. Cahill who said he wanted it on the regular meeting agenda, I 

then called Mr. Maupin.  He said he had concerns if it was on the agenda,” said 

Bookout. 

    
Chet Pleban asking questions from the audience.   Kevin Bookout (far left) looking straight ahead. 

                                                                                 New Councilperson Cindy Pool and Gary Voss on the  

                                                                                 right. 

“You make the call on what a councilperson wants to have on the agenda,” asked 

Pleban. “Why would you do that? You are incurring more legal fees for the city, you 

know that,” continued Pleban. 

 

“Absolutely,” responded to Bookout indicating he knew the call to Maupin was costing 

the taxpayer more money.  

 

 
Councilman and Mayor-pro-tem Matt Pirrello who was one of the leaders to remove Mayor Paul shortly 

after Paul was sworn in.  Bookout appears to be texting or checking a score.  

 

“Anyone else want to rant and scream for no reason,” asked Pirrello before hitting the 

gavel down and calling the meeting to order.  
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The meeting started off with citizen comments.  None of the people recognized as 

speakers favored Pirrello and all appeared to support Paul.  

 

The theme seemed to be that Pirrello and the Council was wasting valuable taxpayer’s 

money.  

 

“I think we need to stop spending so much money on attorney’s fees,” said one resident. 

 

Another talked about the city’s recently hired PR firm had already racked up $8,072 in 

bills.  

 

A former mayor asked how a rate of $250 an hour by the PR firm was reasonable. 

 

Another complained the council and Bookout violated the city charter by not interviewing 

up to three lawyers before hiring one to work on the Paul impeachment.  

 

Another resident thought city staff were taking sides to remove Paul. “It appears as if 

some city staff thinks they are lobbyists,” he said.  

 

Another was upset that lawyer Keith Cheung’s (Cheung prosecuted Mayor Paul in the 

4-day impeachment hearing and stayed on as a consultant) bill had sections blacked 

out.  

 

Both of Mayor Paul’s attorney’s spoke. First it was Lynette Petruska. She was followed 

by Pleban.  They both got their full 3-minutes of time allotted and maybe a little more. 

 

 
Lynette Petruska, Adam Paul’s co counsel, speaks while Gary Voss pays attention and city manager 

Kevin Bookout ignores her.  

 

“Adam Paul is not going away. He didn’t run.  He is here to represent the people who 

put him into office,” said Pleban.  “Speeding $8,000 for a PR firm that charged you to 
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prepare their contract, while I have not seen one piece of positive material come out of 

these matters (the impeachment).”  He then talked about the negative coverage that 

even included the New York Times.  

 

“At the end of the day you will spend $150,000 on legal fees. I have to think there is a 

better way to speed your money, such as repairing streets,” said Pleban.  

 

“Mr. Pirrello, you even attracted the attention of Elliott Davis. That is not a good thing,” 

said Pleban.  

 

Impeached Mayor Paul was at the meeting and spoke. 

 

“I want to apologize to the newly elected councilpersons that they have to put up with 

this (the actions of Pirrello and excessive spending on the impeachment),” said Paul 

who pleaded with the new councilperson to stop the bleeding of cash. 

“I have never done anything but tried to save the city money,” he added.  

 

  
Impeached Mayor Adam Paul speaking from the cheap seats.  

 

NEW GUYS TAKE A MEA CULPA: Councilman Gary Voss had a lot of trouble 

introducing the motion to reconsider the resolution voted on two weeks earlier to accept 

the ordinances and resolutions of the past council. Pirrello kept ruling him out of order 

as he was not properly making a motion. Actually Pirrello had a point, however I have 

seen plenty of mayors offer a suggestion on how to phrase a motion.  Pirrello was not 

quick to do so and Voss become more and more frustrated. Finally he was successful. 

He then got a second from Mick Cahill.  

 

CAHILL APOLIGIZES THEN VOSS:  Mick Cahill was the first to apologize about his 

vote at the first meeting to accept the prior resolutions and ordinances of the old council. 
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 Councilman Mick Cahill, dress as a 

regular person.  

 

I want to apologize for my vote at the first meeting.  I had no idea what I had done.  We 

just didn’t have a clue,” he said.  

 

Then it was Voss’ turn. 

 

“I too want to apologize.  When I heard it (the resolution) I paid zero attention. I voted 

aye and I made a mistake.” 

 

Cindy Pool then stated that she was going to vote against the resolution to reconsider 

because she thought what was done was done and they shouldn’t take back the votes 

of the other council.             

 

The reconsideration failed on a 3-2 vote. 

 

STUPID AND GOOD:  It was stupid for Voss and Cahill not to table this vote until the 

next meeting. The reason was that Councilwoman Linda Reel was absent and she 

normally voted for Paul and his allies.  

 

It turned out also that Bookout and Maupin were stupid because if they had left the 

resolution to stay the impeachment until there was a court ruling, chances are it would 

not have passed with Reel missing.  That vote would have hinged on Pool. SO if you 

are rooting for Adam Paul you would hope that the resolution is back on the agenda for 

the next meeting and Reel is at the meeting and that some people work on Pool to get 

her to see the light.  
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NEW ELECTION: The council voted to hold an election to replace Paul at the 

November general election. This was an odd vote because the new guys, Voss and 

Cahill appeared to make the same mistake they did the first week by not thinking this 

through. It seems they should be voting against any election to replace Paul until there 

is a court ruling if his impeachment was legal. Otherwise the city could be on a path to 

continue to waste money.  

 

VOTING DURING A WORK SESSION:  Oddness continued even at the end of the 

Ellisville council Meeting. Matt Pirrello called for a work session.  Work sessions are 

normally before meetings, when officeholders can discuss issues and ask questions of 

experts and city staffers to better educate themselves.  YOU DO NOT TAKE VOTES AT 

WORK SESSIONS…unless you a member of the Ellisville City Council.  Pirrello took 

votes on two matters. Both clearly should have been done at the regular meeting.  

 

These new councilpersons should demand that work sessions occur before regular 

meetings and that no votes be taken during work sessions.  

 

OUR TAKE:  If in two weeks you have Bill McClellan and Elliott Davis making fun of 

your attempted to get rid of a popular mayor maybe it is time to pack it in…drop the PR 

firm because they cannot possibly change public opinion. It might be time for the Matt 

Pirrello and Rose Acup to figure out what the general public wants and drop their stand 

against Paul or resign.         

     

MISSING PERSON RETURNS:  City Attorney Paul Martin, who Adam Paul wanted to 

replace with an attorney who charged less was at the meeting. He had vanished at the 

time of the impeachment from his office in Rock Hill and the Ellisville City hall as Chet 

Pleban had a process server trying to serve him a subpoena to testify at the 

impeachment hearing. Pleban had evidence that Martin was one of the main people 

behind filing charges against the young mayor, including some which lacked any 

evidence. This is his second meeting since the impeachment.  Currently there are 

summonses in the hands of the St. Louis County Sherriff to serve Martin, Bookout and 

Pirrello reference the action to overturn the impeachment that was filed in Circuit Court 

on April 17.  

 

  Paul Martin again is showing his face in town.   
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OUR LONG NIGHT AT JOHN MINEO’S:  I am going to scale back recommending 

readers see any of our musician friends after our experience on Friday April 26 at John 

Mineo’s where the multi talented Dean Christopher performed.   

 

Before Friday our last trip to Mineo’s to see the Doug Bert Quartet in the bar loft left us 

all smelling like a camp fire. Smoke from the outside burn pit drifted upstairs into the bar 

loft for the entire night.  

 

For Friday’s dinner with the Dean Christopher show, I made reservations by email in 

early March for 7:30 and reconfirmed them about 10 days before the date.  

I arrived at Mineo’s at 7:30 on the dot.  Here are how things went: 

 

ME:  My name’s Hoffmann I have a reservation for 7:30. 

 

Host:  I’ll put you on the list it might be 20 minutes or longer.  

 

ME:  So reservations were pointless. 

 

Host:  Sir, you don’t have reservations with me.  

 

ME:  I emailed them in March and then confirmed with Beth less than two weeks ago. 

 

Host:  I’m not Beth.  You should have made the reservations with me.  

 

ME:  How I’m I supposed to know that? 

 

Host:  Anyone who calls for a table between 7 and 8:30 on a Friday, I tell them they may  

          have to wait. 

 

ME:   So making reservations is pointless. 

 

Host:  You can take it out on me, but you will still have to wait at least 20 minutes.  

 

Meanwhile I can see Dean and the group performing, but they are so far away I cannot 

hear them.  

 

My wife drove separately because she planned to leave early as she had an art show 

she was in the next morning in Augusta.  
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She arrived at 7:35.  I sent her up to the host to see if she could do any better. BINGO, 

she waved at us and we were seated at a table next to the band.  Well it was next to the 

band and behind the band.  

 

   
A sketch of Dean from our view      Dean doing a bit that included a impression of a very relaxed Dean  

                                                         Martin sitting at a table.  

 

 

We were seated about 7:42 and a drink order was taken and some of the drinks arrived 

about 10 minutes later, others in about 20 minutes.  

 

We were never given menus, but we grabbed four off of a nearby table. It really didn’t 

matter as no one tried to take an order until around 8:45 or an hour after we sat down. 

The appetizers and salads arrived a little after 9:30 or about 2-hours after our arrival. . 

 

At about 10:15 or waiter was asked if he had any idea when the meals might arrive.  He 

said he didn’t. 

 

The food arrived at 10:30 or three hours after we did. My wife left at 10:45 to go home 

and go to sleep.  Dean was asked to go a little longer by the management. He 

performed until 11:10. 

 

It was about the same time they cleared our dinner plates. No one made an attempt to 

show us a dessert menu.  

 

But the five of us at our table had a good time, thanks to Dean. 
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The food was very good and while most entrees started at about $36…there were two 

entrees at the 1973 price of $9.00, plus $1.50 soups and salads and $2.00 appetizers, 

all part of the 40th anniversary celebration. Despite being ridiculously late the food was 

very good besides being a bargain.     

  

YOGURT ANYONE?  The other night my wife and I were having dinner with former 

Chesterfield patch.com editor Jean Whitney at Smitty’s.  Of all the great things you can 

say about the menu at Smitty’s (low prices, tremendous comfort food, homemade 

soups) the one thing you cannot find on the menu are desserts.   

 

Jean suggested we try Lancia Frozen Yogurt in the shopping center next door.  

Personally I’d rather drive the ten miles to Fritz’s Custard stand in Twin Oaks, but I went 

along and was pleasantly surprised and saved a lot of money.  

 

When we walked in we were somewhat amazed. Rows of ice cream and yogurt soft 

serve machines on the customer’s side of the counter. As our jaws dropped open, Zack, 

an employee correctly asked if it was our first time in the store. He then took us back to 

machines of different flavors of Yogurts and offered everyone a sample. A ritual we 

watched Zack repeat several more times while we were there.  

 

    
Zak shows a new customer how to self serve   By the cash registers are rows of toppings. 

 

The employees don’t fix your dessert…you do.  You fill up a cup with as much or as little 

soft serve ice cream or yogurt that you want and then you add the toppings of your 

choice, including hot caramel, hot fudge, chocolate shell or all those little things Ted 

Drewes and Fritz’s will sprinkle on your sundae. The staff then weighs your creation and 

you pay 45-cents an ounce.   

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FUN:  I stopped in at Schlafly’s in Maplewood last Wednesday to 

see a friend of mine.  Every Wednesday night Miss Jubilee and the Humdingers hold 

the Big Beat Jamboree.  The band is fun and loud and area musicians and singers can 
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sit in for the Wednesday night performances.  Plus often swing dancers are there. Now 

that the outdoor patio is open, the bar area is not jammed packed and there is some 

room.  I was good for about an hour then I needed to head over to Sasha’s on DeMun in 

Clayton for some jazz until 11. 

 

     
Miss Jubilee taking a break from singing and is on    An outstanding jazz trumpet player from out of town  

Uke as the trumpet player takes over for a vocal        joins Jim Manley and Chris Swann at Sasha’s. 

at Schlafly’s.  

 

CARTOONS: 
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 I’m not taking a position on Boy 

Scouts and gays…this one just made me laugh 
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