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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 72 

 

December 27, 2012 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

 

 

THE GREEN TEAM TO GO AFTER MONSANTO:  At the December Green Team 

Commission meeting there was the usual turn out of five members plus chairman, 

Alderman Jon Benigas. Just like at most meetings, Jon turned things over to the 

husband and wife team of ultra liberals from the Principia campus, Dirk and Ellen Maas. 

(The best I can figure this commission was started for Mr. and Mrs. Maas by Mayor 

Dalton to garner the vote from the Christian Scientists living on the Principia campus.) 

 

Dirk Maas talked about the upcoming green speaker series.  In January he spoke of 

having a speaker from a farm in north St. Louis County.  Jon Benigas asked if the farm 

wasn’t in Florissant and Maas blew him off by saying, “I don’t know, some suburb up 

there.”   

 

In February he planned a speaker on Forest Relief.   

 

It was March’s speaker that got my attention. The topic is going to Genetic Altered 

Organisms.  Someone asked if that meant there would be a speaker from Monsanto. No 

they were told it was about ‘what Monsanto is doing.” The lecture will be about the 

process not about the company, Maas quickly added.  

 
However, it is hard to separate the process from the company, since Monsanto is the 

worldwide leader altered seeds for farming.   

 

I found it interesting that a City of Town and Country Commission was going to sponsor 

a lecture directed against the largest employer in West St. Louis County. Monsanto has 

the huge headquarters campus in Creve Coeur at Olive and Lindbergh and a large 

research facility in Chesterfield off Chesterfield Parkway. 
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MAYOR’S GREEN TEAM AWARDS:  The five persons at the table were asked by Jon 

Benigas if they has any nominations for the Green Team Award.    

 

Chris Andrews wanted to nominate former Alderman Patty Wiggins as she was the first 

Town and Country elected official to push for “green” initiatives. 

 

Dirk Maas wanted fellow Principia grad and current Principia landscaper David Swank.  

He claimed that Swank should get the award because he uses his bicycle so much.  

 

“He even rides his bike to work,” said Maas.  However he failed to mention that Swank, 

Al Gerber’s former campaign manager, lives in the former apartments turned condos 

behind Straubs, across the street from Principia.  

 

The third nominee was from Ellen Maas and it was Dr. Joseph Gira and his wife Dr. 

Mary E. Koly.  The couple started a controversy not by having solar panels but by 

locating them out of their site but along the rear property line to neighbors in an 

adjoining subdivision.  

 

Maas talked about how their new house was built as a green home, with solar panels. 

Public Works Director Craig Wilde then added that the house also had a rainwater 

holding system to save rainwater to be used at a later date for irrigation.  

 

Here are my reasons why these people should not be receiving any award for being 

“green” from the city.  

   
905 Claymark during construction             View of house and solar panels from neighbor’s yard.  

 

1)  The house is 10,705 square feet for a husband, wife and one child. How is building a 

monster house that resulted in trees being cut down and green space on a lot shrinking 

represent something that is “green?”  The taxes on this place are $36,146.   
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2)  Besides the 10,704 square foot house, they have a five car garage. The two adults 

have four cars to choose from. They own a 2011 Audi R8 and a 2011 Infiniti Qx56. Plus 

they lease a 2011 Audi A6 and a 2011 Audi A8L.  How are owning four high 

performance automobiles being “green?”  

 

I have no problem with super rich people building grossly large homes that block out the 

sun or have a fleet of automobiles worth into the six figures.  I do have a problem 

handing this couple an award for being “Green”.  Now an award for being filthy rich 

high-end consumers…that is a different matter altogether.  

 

NOW BACK TO REALITY…WITH THE NEW YEAR WE SAY GOODBYE TO OUR 

FAVORITE GROCERY CHECKER:  When my wife and I lived in Kansas City, MO 

(North) we regularly shopped at Bob’s IGA in Gladstone. We had our favorites in both 

the Deli and the checkout line. We tried to shop on evenings when Nancy worked in the 

deli because she was so darn nice.  We would share photos of our dogs and vacations.  

We also would wait in longer lines to be checked out by Caroline, for the same reason.   

 

The 16 years we lived in suburban Washington, DC we never experienced that again.  

When we moved back to St. Louis we found ourselves shopping at the Schnucks in Des 

Peres and Mary Ann Libbert was the cashier whose line we would wait in even if other 

lanes had no waiting. Mary Ann’s smile and friendliness was always worth the wait.  

With the New Year we won’t be seeing Mary Ann any more. She retires on January 13. I 

hope she enjoys life with no longer having to search for a barcode on a case of soft 

drinks, but we will miss her. 

 

      
Mary Ann Libbert and her smile retire from Schnucks in Des Peres on January 13.   
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ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST:  On December 19 another original Town and 

Country home met the wrecking crew.  This one was in the 1300 block of Topping 

Road.   

 
 

If you have ever been to Gettysburg and visited the home of Ike and Mamie 

Eisenhower, you would see the way the house was in the 1960’s before Ike’s death. 

(see below, the rear garden, kitchen and a Crosley Ike used to drive around the farm.)  

      
 

TIqqI think instead of saving 

I think the Town and Country Historical Society should take a cue from the Eisenhower 

Farm. Town and Country became an incorporated village in 1950. Instead of collecting 

log cabins that were outside of the original village…they should save an original 1950 

era house. Then furnish it with only period pieces…you could probably find at Goodwill 

for a song.  Then dig through some old garages or attics and get a Dumont Television 

set. Put a Kelvinator Icebox in the kitchen and a Packard sedan in the garage. Presto 

you have a museum. School kids could come through and be forced to watch a black 

and white TV show and listen to a 45 rpm record.  
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1950 Kelvinator                1950 DuMont                         1950 Packard 

                 

I’M GETTING SO OLD: My favorite area signer, Dean Christopher, has a nightclub style 

Christmas show he used to perform regularly at the now shuttered Finale Nightclub in 

Clayton and on cruise ships.  Dean is one of the best impressionists I have ever seen or 

heard, including Rich Little.      

During his Christmas time act 

he would always do his salute to Turner Classic Movies and the one Christmas song he 

hates the most, The 12 Days of Christmas.  In a recent guest appearance with the 

Route 66 Jazz Orchestra Dean reluctantly agreed to do the bit.  The youngest persons 

in the room were a couple of the musicians.  The youngest audience members were 

probably around 40.  

 

In Dean’s 12 Days of Christmas, each day is done in an old movie or TV star’s voice.  I 

heard this routine seven times and laugh every time I hear it again.  But this year I was 

also troubled.  Here is why: 

 

First Day:  John Wayne…everyone recognizes the Duke. 
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Second Day:  A spot on Walter Brennan…you start hearing people ask, “Who is that?” 

Third Day:  It is Samantha’s Uncle and the center square…Paul Lynde!   You hear, “I         

                   know the voice but I can’t remember who it is.” 

Fourth Day: Boris Karloff arrives and in between laughs, I hear, “I don’t know this one.” 

Fifth Day:  It’s Kirk Douglas and before talking about five gold rings he gives a speech  

                  from Spartacus. There are a few confused looks. 

Sixth Day: James Cagney says hello hitching up his pants for six geese-a-laying.   

                   Cagney went from 1961 to 1981 without appearing in a movie. (One-Two- 

                   Three in 1961…Ragtime in 1981. He died in 1986). There were a couple of,  

                   “Huhs?”    

Seventh Day: It’s Bogie.  I think almost everyone knows Humphrey Bogart except                        

                        two of the youngest band members 

.Eighth Day:    “I just got finished with a line from my picture…see. I said, “Where’s your  

                       Moses now?” Okay Edward G. Robinson’s last movie was in 1973  

                       (Soylent Green), but ABC has been re-running the Ten Commandments 

                       every Easter for decades, so I was dismayed when a woman asked her 

                       husband, “Who is that?”   

Ninth Day: Jerry Lewis comes on stage and for some reason everyone still knows  

                   Jerry. 

Tenth Day:  Henry Fonda arrives from the Golden Pond. Someone looked confused at  

                    a table next to me. I say, “It is Jane Fonda’s father.” (Jane just turned 75!) 

Eleventh Day:  I don’t give a damn…I recognized the voice right away and laughed…at  

                         Clark Gable 

Twelfth Day:  Jimmy Stewart is talking to Clarence.  Thank God everyone got this one.      

 

 
And a partridge in a Pear Tree.  
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING AT THE SUPERMARKET: 

 

Frosty The Snowman:  My shopping trip on Saturday night December 22 included a 

stop at the Schnucks at Clayton and Woods Mill Roads and then it was on to the super 

sized  75,000 square foot Dierbergs on Manchester in Des Peres. 

 

At Schnucks the stop is only for some Baby Swiss cheese at the Deli and to say hello to 

Mr. Morton Mendelson, who works at the Deli.  Morton has been working in St. Louis 

delis and downtown restaurants for 40 years. He and his wife live in eastern 

Chesterfield and I run into them regularly at jazz clubs and other music events. He is 

always a lot of fun and even though Felix spelled his name Mendelsshon, Morton is 

always ready to fire back a joke at you when you address him as Mr. Beethoven or Mr. 

Brahms. 

 

Morton and I chit-chatted, I got my cheese and head to the checkout.  As I walked up to 

the checkout the store’s music system was Frosty the Snowman song sung by Jimmy 

Durante. At the register were two young men, a 20-year checker and a maybe 18-year-

old bagger. I asked them if they knew who was singing Frosty the Snowman right now.  

They both said they didn’t.  So next I asked, “Have you ever heard of 

Jimmy Durnate?” 

 

“No!” they answered in unison.  

 

Gene Autry first recorded Frosty in 1950 as a follow up to his biggest hit ever, Rudolf 

the Red Nose Reindeer.  Durnate is associated with the song from the 1969 TV special 

where he sang the song.  

 

The Customer No Longer Comes First: A few minutes later I’m at the deli counter of 

Dierbergs and asked for a half-pound of the spiral honey ham.  The sign at the Deli 

claims it is a “Dierberg’s signature item.  Scott at the Deli tells me they are out, but he 

will check in the back. 
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Travis then comes out from the back and says they have run out but they have exactly 

the same thing in a case on the floor that was packaged at Dierbergs from the hams 

cooked at Dierbergs. The difference is the packages have several pounds of ham. 

 

Travis got a package from the case floor display case and brought it back to the deli. He 

said he’d see if he could open the package and sell me a half-pound of their “Signature 

Ham.”   

 

He then talked to someone else and came back and said he can’t open the package 

and fill my order.  

 

“You mean to tell me that the customer no longer comes first. Despite the fact you are 

selling more of your “Signature Ham” at the Deli than from the case you can’t take a the 

same product from a display case and move it into the deli where you can sell it to a 

customer?”  

 

“I know it sounds crazy, but they won’t let me do that,” said Travis. 

 

It was like Dierbergs was very nicely giving me the finger and saying “we really don’t 

want or need your business.” 

 

On the way out I stopped an assistant manager and stole some lines from Oscar 

Hammerstein and told him that I was slightly discontented like a nightingale without a 

song to sing and explained how I could not buy their signature product.  The manager 

said they should have checked with a manager and they would have gotten permission 

to open the package.  

 

I stopped him and said in the old days stores always wanted to put the customer first 

and preached how the customer was always right, even when they were sometimes 

wrong. I said, I see times have changed. But I added that I write columns about politics 

and happenings in West County and thanked him for 350 words. 
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THE FINANCIAL CRISIS HOLIDAY DINNER: 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

THE SHERIFF OF MIRTH: I am sure you have read or seen TV news coverage on the 

recent death of long time St. Clair County Sheriff Merle Justus. Back in the late 1980s I 

had attended a couple of law enforcement convention and seminar banquet dinners in 

Western Missouri and in Kansas where Justus was the main speaker.  

 

He did a 40-minute comedy routine. People who did not know Justus often thought he 

was a professional comedian who used the name of Sheriff Justus as part of his act.  
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Justus would arrive in a tuxedo.  Even in his fifties, he looked to be in his late 60s.  He 

appeared to be in the mold of actor Wilfred Brimley.  His delivery was very dry. He was 

not afraid to use political jokes, but had a catalogue of time tested material.  

 

“The problem with small police departments is the constant turnover and always having 

younger officers. I know one small town police chief who had to ban the officers from 

McDonalds…too many injuries on the playground equipment,” deadpanned Justus 

during one speech.  

 

“Sheriff Justus?  You mean Sheriff Rodney Dangerfield,” one ATF agent told me after a 

Justus appearance at a banquet in Topeka, Kansas.  

 

I spent a day with Justus in researching an article I was writing on him for a national 

public safety trade magazine.  

 

The day started off at his office next to the St. Clair County Jail. Two signs on the wall 

got my attention and told volumes about Justus. One said, “This isn’t Burger King. We 

don’t do it your way. This is a county jail and you do it our way. 

 

The other was about a guy who had a good time with people.  It said: 

 

American Dairy Association of Illinois 

Ice Cream Eating Contest 

July 15, 1986 

 First Place 
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A DWI ARREST YOU MAY HAVE MISSED:  The newsman many of us loved to hate 

was arrested for DWI.  78-year-old Sam Donaldson almost kept his December 1 DWI 

arrest in Lewes, Delaware out of the press…but it made to the papers on December 19. 

Donaldson was best known for a bad toupee and for asking or shouting questions 

toward chief executives during the Carter and Reagan administrations when he was the 

Chief White House Reporter for ABC.  

 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW: 

 

January:  The Month of Bambi!  The New Year starts off with a Bang:  At the first 

meeting of the year the council chambers were full of citizens calling Aldermen Fred 

Meyland-Smith a bully.  

 

It turns out during the ongoing deer management work (reducing the overpopulation of 

local deer by bullets) Meyland-Smith blocked the path of deer protector, Alderman Al 

Gerber to inspect the work of the city’s contractor (sharpshooters). Fred apparently told 

Gerber to kiss his ass when Gerber protested having his access blocked.  

 

Other citizens then complained about Fred being rude at other times, including 

questioning a resident on a “Don’t Kill Deer” sign she had in her yard.  

 

Former Alderwoman Barbara Ann Hughes then accused Meyland-Smith of being a 

hypocrite, by creating an unofficial aldermanic code of conduct when I was an alderman 

and he disagreed with what I wrote in my newsletters and then three years later telling a 

fellow alderman to kiss his ass. 

 

Gerber filled out a speaker form which caught Mayor Dalton by surprise. Dalton told 

Gerber he didn’t have to fill out a speakers request as an alderman. Gerber said he 

preferred to do it that way. He then read a written blow by blow of his encounter with 

Meyland-Smith.  

 

After Gerber it was more and more about deer killers and Fred. Mrs. Margaret Parker 

went to the podium and proclaimed that deer are not suicidal and look both ways when 

crossing the street. The problem is with motorists she said.  

 

At the second Board of Aldermen meeting in January it was more deer craziness. 

Barbara Ann Hughes claimed that police Capt. Gary Hoelzer illegally wrote a letter to 

the Missouri Department of Conservation. It was pointed out to Hughes that Hoelzer 

was placed in charge of deer management by the elected officials and she owed him an 

apology. 
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Next a resident complained that someone in broad daylight shot and killed a deer 

on Town and Country Lane. She reported even hearing the gun shot and saw the 

bullet hole in the deer. A necropsy was performed on the deer by the Missouri 

Department of Conservation and determined the cause of death be blunt force trauma 

from being hit by a motor vehicle and there were no bullet holes on the carcass. Deer 

lovers were claiming it was a conspiracy with the Department of Conservation until the 

person who struck the deer (and lives on Town and Country Lane) later came forward. 

 

February:   The month started off on a sad note when a former Savvis executive, 

George Putney crossed the center line on Clayton Road west of Mason Ridge while 

driving home from a Clayton bar and hit a car head on, killing a 70-year-old 

grandmother from Ballwin.  Putney tried to leave the scene, but his badly damaged car 

gave out on him within two blocks from the accident.  He then fled on foot. Putney, who 

lives off of Weidman Road was charged with Vehicular Manslaughter First Degree 

While Intoxicated and Leaving the Scene of an Accident. Putney’s has not yet gone to 

trial. His next appearance is on January 13, 2013 for a case review. He is free on bond.  

 

MOVE TO PAVE MORE OF LONGVIEW PARK:  Despite it being a snowy night the 

council chamber was filled with residents from all over town against the city adding 

more parking at Longview Farm Park. In 2011 at a Public Hearing on the issue 17 of 19 

speakers were against additional parking. A petition with more than 100 residents’ 

names was also presented.  

 

Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith started things off by saying how the petition was poorly 

worded and misleading. Hank Vogt, a resident who is a former Globe-Democrat reporter 

and later a lawyer who was an assistant prosecuting attorney spoke next and took credit 

for the petition. He was followed by more residents against the increased parking lot.  

 

The mayor’s dumping grounds of liberals who Mayor Dalton wants to make feel at 

home, The Green Team, even voted for the city to cut down some trees and pave over 

green space.  This would play out over the year to be a victory for Alderwoman Lynn 

Wright, who chairs the Parks Commission and Mayor Dalton. The problem has been 

that Dalton’s $1.5million addition to the Longview House cannot be rented out due to a 

lack of parking.  

 

Board of Aldermen Go Against Freedom of Religion and the First Amendment. 

The Trinity Lutheran church on Clayton Road at Highway 141 installed a new sign in 

front of the church. It is the same size as the old sign. The difference is instead of white 

letters on a black background that have to be changed by hand and lighted by ground 

flood lights… the sign has LED lights!  Several Alderpersons were aghast, starting with 
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Steve Fons who is worried that the sign changes messages every 5 or 10 minutes. It 

actually tells people when the Mothers with Pre Schoolers are meeting and when the 

guitar service is. Fons is worried there will be auto accidents.  

 

Lynn Wright is worried that a church in Ladue Road would want a similar sign next. 

 

Trinity Lutheran didn’t try and get permission for the sign since state and federal court 

cases say they don’t have to. However, the played along rather than get into a lawsuit 

and were beat up by the board until Fons was removed from office by the voters.  

 

Interestingly Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church. By 

the end of the year Fred had forgotten about all about Freedom of Religion and church 

signs when he attempted to stall new signs for the Destiny Church on Des Peres Road.  

 

First Diehl Report of the Year: Our February 28th newsletter was the first of the year to 

list all of the out of town companies that have contributed big money to State Rep. John 

Diehl (Republican Town and Country).  The businesses included tobacco companies, 

gambling/casino owners, Smithfield Hams, railroads, drug manufacturers, 

communications and cable TV companies, the health care industry and even national 

payday loan companies. Diehl who has never had an opponent proves it must be 

expensive to run for office even if you are not running against anyone.  

 

Chicken Coops:  The Green Team Commission has a speaker touting the virtues of 

raising chickens in your backyard. Planning Director Sharon Rothmel passed along the 

news after the speaker appeared. Raising chickens in Town and Country is illegal.   

 

MARCH:    Business isn’t good. Five Guys Burgers in the Town and Country 

Crossing Center shuttered it doors and took down its signs.  The Ice Cream Custard 

Shop also never reopened after closing for the winter. The U.S. Post Office branch in 

the almost deserted Manchester Meadows Shopping Center announced it would be 

shut down by the first week in May. McNamara Service Station closed the Shell station 

on the northeast corner of Clayton Road and Ballas Road. 

 

Dorothy Rogers’ final police commission meeting:  For 12 years Dorothy Rogers 

brought no knowledge or experience to the table but she kept getting reappointed to the 

police commission. She did have one thing…a front yard on Clayton Road for Mayor 

Dalton and his cronies to put up their political signs.  
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Her last police commission was in March when Capt. Gary Hoelzer was explaining the 

need to conform with a new state law and change the parking ordinances to use the 

word “accessible” instead of “handicapped.”   

 

“Is this just another deal where you can’t use the word retard,” asked Rogers. Hoelzer 

ignored her. Hoelzer and his wife have adopted special needs children. 

 

 However, we didn’t ignore her remarks nor did other members of the commission 

including the chair, Alderwoman Nancy Avioli. Rogers was removed from the Police 

Commission and another person was nominated by Dalton at the next Board of 

Aldermen meeting.      

 

FEMALE POLICE OFFICER SUES: Shannon Woolsey formerly Town and Country’s 

lone female police officer sued the city alleging constant sexual harassment forced her 

to resign. Among other things Woolsey said: 

 

She was asked, “Why don’t you scratch your throat. My dick itches.” 

 

She was asked if she had sex with the police chief. She said she was told to “shut her 

man pleaser.” 

 

She said she was regularly subjected to discussion of the size of penises, the size of 

vaginas of women encountered on calls, talk of masturbation, porno and porno 

websites, discussion of oral sex and one supervisor who would ask her for sex on a 

regular basis.  

 

That sergeant later resigned after the suit was filed.  

 

The suit is still lingering in St. Louis County Circuit Court. The last filing was by Town 

and Country on October 16.  There has been no trial date set. 

 

Opal Henderson Still Not Paid. DALTON SUED : Mayor Jon Dalton and his buddies 

who in 2008 stole widow Opal Henderson business and property on South Broadway 

through eminent domain for a nightclub district they never had the financing for, still had 

not  paid over $800,000 to her. After Dalton’s law firm Lewis-Rice represented the City 

of St. Louis to help get her property, Henderson sued claiming she was paid far less 

than what the land was worth. She won over $800,000 including back interest from a 

jury verdict that was up held by the Court of Appeals in a ruling in November of 2011. In 

March of 2012 she still had not been paid.    
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In late March Dalton was one of several defendants in a lawsuit filed in Federal Court by 

Henderson lawyer, Chet Pleban for not honoring the judgment and the court rulings. 

Two months later Henderson was finally paid.   

 

APRIL:  ELECTIONS CAUSE TWO KOOKS TO LEAVE BOARD…Bad results for 

deer: Ward-3 Alder-dope Steve Fons after serving four terms was turned out by a 75-

year-old retired nurse who campaigned twice as hard as Fons. Gussie Crawford was for 

lethal deer control while Fons was for the deer.  

 

In Ward-2 the deer’s best friend Al Gerber was using some crazy math that showed 

$1,200 sterilizations were cheaper than the $400 to kill the deer and give the meat to 

food pantries. The voters in Ward-2 were not buying Al’s equations. He lost to Chuck 

Lenz by the same margin as Fons lost to Crawford, 60-40.  

 

Over in Ward-1 Alderwoman Nancy Aviioli did not run, claiming she had too many 

conflicts with her work at Monsanto as an International lawyer. This was something I 

pointed out in 2010, but it took Nancy another two years to agree. 

 

Former mayor Skip Mange beat retired doctor Dorothy Cooke.  They both had pro deer 

platforms. Mange in 2000 as mayor thought he was saving deer by rounding them up 

and shipping them to the country only to have 80% die when their organs shut down 

due to stress. The Missouri Department of Conservation had to order Mange and the 

city to stop any further relocation effects as it was cruel to the deer.  

 

Cooke only lost by 25 votes. I thought it was an interesting matchup. Mange is a 

Christian Scientist who doesn’t believe in medicine for people but was okay with giving 

deer $1,200 hysterectomies in the field, was running against Cooke, a medical 

professional who simply wanted to leave the deer alone. 

 

Alderwoman comes out against Christmas:  In the ongoing controversy involving the 

Trinity Lutheran Church’s LED sign Alderwoman Lynn Wright wanted to further restrict 

the church’s constitutional rights by forbidding it from using red or green colors on the 

sign.  

 

Dalton v Manchester Police: Mayor Jon Dalton had his law firm already attacking the 

Ladue Police department claiming they had no reason to stop and arrest his son on 

New Year’s Day for Drunk Driving, after the kid blew threw a stop sign at Clayton Road 

and Price at 3am with no lights on the mayor’s car. The cops say the 22-year-old kid 

was drunk and had numerous open bottles of liquor in the car.  
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Now Dalton spoke up and said the chuch’s LED sign was a public safety issue. Oddly 

enough the Manchester Police have a similar LED sign in front of the police 

headquarters with changing messages. 

 

Ex-Con Drug Dealer & Scammer gets me out of Bed:  For four years we have been 

writing about the resident of at 1761 Topping Road, Brain Marchant-Calsyn.  (he 

changed his name from Marchant which he used when convicted for drug dealing and 

sentenced to time in the Federal Prison in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania after he started up 

internet investment opportunities.)  

 
Marchant-Calysn blames this newsletter for resulting in articles in the Riverfront Times 

and on the front page of the Post-Dispatch. In April he claimed that his next door 

neighbor who was taking photos of moving men removing his possession from his 

house and arguing with the moving men was me. 

 

 
 

The cops without actually speaking to the witness who was involved in the argument, 

came to my house, just before 11am.  I have to admit I was still in bed. The night before 

I had worked late at night in Illinois doing the public address announcing for a college 

baseball doubleheader. When I got home I worked on some writing projects and didn’t 

fall asleep until 3:30am. I had an interesting exchange with the police chief and 
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assistant police chief who claimed their officers did some excellent police work on the 

call.  

 

    

MAY:  Mayor in the center of things:  Mayor Jon Dalton has a reputation of showing 

up wherever a photographer is about to snap a picture.  In May Dalton sunk to a new 

low when he positioned himself in the center of a photo at an event where Town and 

Country Police Officer Chris Moore received an award for bravery.             

 

      
 

Dalton Working to Kill People…is on regional Red Cross Board:  Also when the 

photo ran I found out that Dalton is now on the St. Louis/Mid-America Regional Red 

Cross Board of Directors. An interesting appointment since Dalton for years has been a 

lobbyist in Jefferson City for as many as 28 brands of cigarettes and is still currently 

lobbying for a tobacco company.  It has made my gift giving easier. All the money I gave 

to the Red Cross is now added to the money I already give to the Salvation Army.  

 

TOWN & COUNTRY CROSSING LOOKIG FOR NIGHT CLUBS:   In an article the new 

owners of Town and Country Crossing, the half empty shopping center with the Target 

store on Clayton at Woods Mill Roads, said they were looking for “night spots” to fill 

some of the empty store fronts. By the end of 2012 they had not had any luck.  

 

JUNE:  Police Sergeant Leaves Department: The supervisor named in Police Officer 

Shannon Woolsey’s discrimination lawsuit against the city resigned.  Sgt. Chip Uterberg 

resigned. Whether he did so, on his own accord or because he was pushed has not 

been answered. 
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In Woolsey suit she claimed that as her supervisor, Uterberg routinely told her they 

were attracted to each other and should meet to have sex. Her lawsuit states Uterberg 

was suspended for one day and then began to harass for filing a complaint about him.  

 

GREEN TEAM CONTINUES TO GO AGAINST T&C ZONING:  While Town and 

Country prides itself on its one-acre residential zoning, the city’s Green Team’s monthly 

speaker, spoke against it while promoting New Urbanism, where residential, commercial 

and industrial properties are built close together so people can walk to work and use 

cars less. Hey later they would have a speaker on having bee hives in your backyard, 

also prohibited in Town and Country.  

 

MISSOURI BAPTIST GETS HARD TO SEE SIGN:  Missouri Baptist Medical Center 

requested a new sign on the top of one of its buildings that due to foliage on trees can 

only be seen from I-270 during the winter. For the rest of the year the sign can only be 

seen from the hospital’s parking lot.  

 

“Once people are already on the parking lot don’t they already know where they are,” 

asked Alderman Chuck Lenz. 

 

 CITY LIES TO CITIZENS:  The City Newsletter heralded the return of branch chipping 

in the fall.  However the fact was branch chipping was not returning as it was too 

expensive.  Instead the city was going to pay the yard waste charges to your trash 

collector when you put out bags of leaves and sticks in November.  

 

ALDERWOMAN WANTS CITY TO STOP GATHERING FACTS;  Lynn Wright asked 

that the car counting device at Longview Park be disconnected.  The idea behind the 

device was to prove that the parking lot was often overfilled. In 2011 the device broke 

and no counts were made while waiting for a replacement instrument. Wright now 

claims the device was talking up too much time of the Public Works director who had to 

download the information weekly.  The car count was supposed to justify the need for 

expanded parking, which the aldermen and mayor favored and most citizens were 

against.  I have a feeling the numbers weren’t in Lynn’s favor.    

 

Fire Chief Demoted:  Fire Chief David Frazier as demoted at the West Country EMS 

and Fire Protection District.  The rumor for the demotion was pretty interesting, but 

without another credible source we can’t report it.  
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 Mayor Dalton’s Car Towed for a Second Time in connection with a DWI Arrest.  

For the second time in less than six months mayor Jon Dalton had his car towed by the 

Ladue Police after a DWI arrest. Each time his son Jon F. Dalton, Jr. was driving the 

car.  

 

JULY  ALDERMAN WITH CONFLICTS OF INTEREST KEEPS VOTING:  Alderman 

Fred Meyland-Smith sits on a board of the Missouri Baptist Medical Center, but he 

keeps voting on Missouri Baptist’s request for zoning changes both as a member of the 

Planning and Zoning Board and as an alderman. 

 

RESIDENT DIES ON MASON ROAD:  A 62-year-old woman (Beverly Fabian) from the 

Mason Valley subdivision died after her car left the road and struck a utility pole on 

Mason Road near the city’s south city limits. The accident happened in the early 

afternoon.    

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY DOCTOR CONVICTED OF ILLEGALLY BILLING 

MEIDCARE:  Dr. Abid Nasir was fined, sentenced to repay $1,000,336 to the Federal 

Government and serve a one-year probation term.  Nasir was illegally importing cancer 

drugs from Eastern Europe and Pakistan and then billing Medicare at full price for 

American drugs.  

 

Nasir lives in one of the biggest homes in town on Thronhill Drive. The house can be 

confused for a Marriott Hotel.   

 

  

TOWN AND COUNTRY INVESTMENT ADVISOR ARRESTED FOR PONZI SCHEME:  

Grahame Rhodes, who speaks with a crisp British accent and lived on Thornhill Drive, 

just a few blocks from Dr. Nasir, was arrested by the Feds for running a large scale 

investment fraud.  
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A grand jury indictment claimed Rhodes had bilked over $2.5 million from investors, 

including friends, neighbors and family members. In December he pled guilty. 

Sentencing is set for March of 2013.  

 

AUGUST:  School district hopes to lose $200,000 over 20 years with panels:  The 

Parkway School district announced it hoped to save $1.2-million over the next 20 years 

by installing solar energy panels.  The cost of the panels is $1.4-million.   

 

Sisters of Mercy should change name to Sisters of the Rich: It was reported a 17-

year-old Ladue High School student was arrested for pointing a red laser beam at 

players during a Cardinal baseball. Where was the kid seated when he committed the 

offense?  In a luxury suite owned by the Sisters of Mercy; now DBA: Mercy Medical 

Center. The police reported a Mercy employee in the box tried to keep officers from 

entering the box and arresting the teenager, she later resigned her job at the hospital.     

 

Town and Country refused to participate in back-to School Sales Tax Holiday.  

Money is tight and even though local politicians won’t acknowledge deficit budgets 

exists. Town and Country “The City of Millionaires” refused to participate in the State’s 

Back to School Sales Tax Holiday Weekend. 

 

Town and Country Man Arrested twice for Exposing Himself in Town:  Marco 

Castaneda of Pinebrook Court  was arrested for a second time for exposing himself to a 

young woman. The first time it was at a medical office building on Ballas Road. The 

second time was to a teenager in his next door neighbor’s yard. 

 

NO More Editorial Cartoons:  Layoffs at the Post-Dispatch means no more daily local 

editorial cartoons. The paper laid off R.J. Matson. This is the same paper whose 

cartoonists used to win Pulitzer Prizes. 

 

 

 RAY VINSON Meets Snoburbia:  Ray Vinson found out what it is like to be in 

snoburbia when the Board of Aldermen for a second time turned down his requests for 

sign variances on a formerly empty office building which is now filled by his mortgage 

company that markets to low end mortgage seekers. It seemed like Aldermen were 

sending a message, like “people serving hoosiers need not ask for variances.”     
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Ray Vinson at the back of the Council Chambers on another 

night his request for a sign variance got voted down.   

 

Legitimate Rape Enters Politics:  Congressman Todd Akin saw his slight lead over 

Senator Claire McCaskill disappear after he could not keep his mouth shut and agreed 

to an interview on the little watched Jaco Report. Long time watchers of Akin knew he 

regularly said stupid things…the question after his primary election victory was when 

and how stupid.  It turned out within two weeks he pegged the needle on the “Stupid 

Meter.” 

 

SEPTEMBER:  Mange Wants to Save…not money, but log cabins:  Former 

mayor, county councilman and newly elected alderman Skip Mange wants to collect log 

cabins and move them to Drace park, buy a  house on Conway Road with 18 acres and 

turn it into a park and buy a Frank Lloyd Wright designed house on Mason Ridge. The 

only problem is the city has a deficit budget and streets that need to be repair. By the 

end of the year Mange was collecting private funds to move a log cabin.      

 

 

ROTHMEL SAYS SOMETHING STUPID AND DALTON GETS MAD AT RESIDENTS:  

In a contentious meeting over a proposed school to be built on the abandoned Amonte 

subdivision property along Mason Road, many residents were in attendance and most 

were upset.  One of the issues was that the city appeared to try and hide the Public 

Hearing sign posted on the property well away from Mason Road where people could 

see it.  

 

Mayor Dalton asked planning director Sharon Rothmel to give a background on the 

property. Instead of doing that Rothmel immediately offered a defense for the hidden 

sign, claiming it was placed there on the second or third lot from the road for the city 

employee’s safety from Mason Road traffic. The sign had been placed on an 

abandoned street 300 feet from Mason.  
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After saying this, the crowd started to hoot, laugh and mock Rothmel, who immediately 

said she would not take such abuse and sat down. Instead of making Rothmel do her 

job and explain the history of the property, Dalton lectured the residents in attendance 

for naturally responding to an amazingly stupid statement.  

 

OCTOBER:  Proposed 2013 city budget is $2.4-million in the red.  The Finance 

Commission approved the 2013 city budget proposal which called for no deer control 

and has a $2,400,000 deficit.  The mayor proudly tells residents the General Fund has a 

surplus for 2013.  Actually the General Fund has a $14,000 surplus because the city 

moved such things as $100,000 for gasoline purchases to the capital improvement 

budget.  Only the General Fund budget was close to being balanced. The other four city 

budgets all had large deficits.        

 

Diehl collects another $358,000 so far in 2012 to run against no one. The state 

representative used more campaign contributions from railroads, cigarette companies 

and many out of state special interest groups,. He used money to fly out of state, pay for 

hotel rooms and meals while running against no one in his West County district.         

 

Romney calls me a “Most Notable American Republican:  Presidential candidate 

Mitt Romney sent me a letter stated that I was one of America’s most notable 

Republicans and then asked for $50,000. 

 

NOVEMBER  Akin loses votes in West County:  In losing large to Senator Claire 

McCaskill, Congressman Todd Akin, who continued to say stupid things after his 

“legitimate rape” statement won at all Town and Country polling places but carried 12-

to-15% less votes that Romney, meaning many hardcore Republicans voted for 

Romney but then voted for Democrat McCaskill, voted for the Libertarian candidate or 

didn’t vote at all in the senate race.   

 

Twinkies and Wonder Bread Store Gone:  The Wonder Bread and Hostees store on 

Manchester and Mason Roads closed forever as the company shut down production 

and went into Chapter 7 liquidation bankruptcy.  

 

Solar Panel Control Bill Does Not Move Forward:  The Board of Aldermen would 

love to be able to tell people exactly how and where they can install solar panels, but 

because of a court ruling that has not been appealed the Board continued indefinitely a 

bill controlling solar panels.    

 

Dalton Says He Wants to Save Motorist from Burning Cars…Fire Chief Says he is 

Full of Crap.   Mayor Jon Dalton appeared before the St. Louis County Boundary 
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Commission meeting making a pitch to keep the Town and County desire to annex the 

group of office buildings on both sides of I-270 between the Town and Country City 

Limits and the Des Peres City Limits plus the area approved for the Quarry 

Development near Manchester at Topping. 

 

Dalton told the commission the he feared motorists will burn alive in car fires along the 

small section of I-270 that is unincorporated and not in a city or a fire district.     

 

The new fire chief for the West County EMS and Fire Protection District Ernie Rhodes, 

who did not plan to speak, quickly filled out a speakers form and told the commission 

that contrary to Dalton’s remarks the fire District has always responded to auto 

accidents and car fires on this stretch of Interstate and will always continue to do so.   

 

Since no one really believed Dalton was that concerned about auto accidents, to show 

his sincerity perhaps he should change the city’s proposal and simply request to annex 

that section of I-270 and forget about the high dollar commercial property.   

 

DECEMBER:   Dalton files for third 4-year term:  Yikes, the guy has been sued 

three times for not paying his bills, he used eminent domain to seize a reluctant widow’s 

business and property for a downtown nightclub district that was under financed and is 

a tobacco lobbyist. And now it appears as if he is about to be mayor for a third term. 

Dalton filed for reelection and so far no one has filed to run against him. 

 

Two DWI Arrests Result in Parking Violation convictions. Mayor Dalton’s son pled 

guilty of illegal parking in one DWI case and careless driving in another DWI case. After 

two DWI arrests the 22-year-old Dartmouth graduate has no record of a DWI conviction 

and instead of 27 points on his driver’s license has two points.  

 

Deer car Crashes increased in 2012:  Despite killing 290 deer in 2011, the car-deer 

accident rate did not go down.  There were 287 deer-car accidents by the end of 

November with a month to go.  

 

The City began lethal deer control a week before Christmas and should kill another 

100 before the end of the year. There is no deer management in the 2013 budget.  

 

Diehl collects $1,078,001 since 2008 to run against no one. With his final campaign 

finance report of 2012 we learned how much John Diehl has collected to run unopposed 

over the years. He has also collected tens of thousands in gifts from lobbyists, including 

golf outings, free tickets to regular season and post-season Cardinals games and MU 

football games, plus stage shows.    
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CARTOONS: 
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A cartoonist’s inside joke 
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