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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 70 

 

December 11, 2012 

 

By John Hoffmann 

 

DEER VEHICLE COLLISION RATES CONTINUES TO SOAR:  The thought was after 

killing 290 deer in one month that ended in January of 2012 a much smaller number of 

deer would need to be targeted this December-January. Town and Country set aside 

$54,000 for their contractor, White Buffalo from Connecticut to kill between 50-and-100 

deer over a few weeks beginning before Christmas and ending in January of 2013.  

 

Well guess what?  According to the deer-car crash rate this year it appears as if there 

are more deer than ever in the area.   

 

In November there were 23 deer-car crashes on Town and Country roads. This is an 

increase of three from November of 2011.  At the end of 2011 there were 92 total car-

deer collisions. So far in 2012 with one month to go in the highest time of the year for 

car-deer crashes the number sits at 89. There is little doubt we will be looking at the 100 

mark by the end of December.  

 

There were six accidents in Ward-1, six in Ward-2, eight in Ward-3 and three in Ward-4.  

 

Here is the link to the city’s website on deer-car accidents: 

 

http://www.town-and-

country.org/uploads/In%20The%20News%20Misc/Deer%20Chart%202012%20YTD.pdf 

              

 

http://www.town-and-country.org/uploads/In%20The%20News%20Misc/Deer%20Chart%202012%20YTD.pdf
http://www.town-and-country.org/uploads/In%20The%20News%20Misc/Deer%20Chart%202012%20YTD.pdf
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ANOTHER DEER CULL SET FOR JOHNSON COUNTY KANSAS:  The Town and 

Country deer management provider White Buffalo from Connecticut handled the first 

deer cull in Johnson County which included instructing local law enforcement on safe 

methods of lethal deer management.  Here is an article from the Dec. 1 Kansas City 

Star. In the first year White Buffalo killed hundreds of deer that had populated a 

Johnson County park.     

New deer cull set for Shawnee Mission Park 

The herd reduction begins this month and lasts until Jan. 13. 

By MATT CAMPBELL 

The Kansas City Star 

A new deer cull in Shawnee Mission Park, an issue that has long generated controversy, will 

begin this month and last until Jan. 13. 

The Johnson County Park & Recreation District said law enforcement sharpshooters will be 

killing deer on several dates to reduce the population, which has again grown beyond a level that 

is considered healthy for the park’s ecology. The cull is a continuation of a program begun in 

2009. 

“The herd reduction is a continuation of our efforts to safely, efficiently and effectively manage 

the health and size of the deer population in the park,” the park department said this week in a 

letter to neighbors of the park at 7900 Renner Road. 

As before, the venison harvested by the cull will be given to local food pantries. The hides will 

be donated to the Elks lodge for a program that makes gloves for veterans in wheelchairs. 

The dates for the cull will not be announced in advance. The program stirred protests in past 

years. 

Officials said: 

• The shooting will occur after normal park hours. 

• The shooters will use rifles with sound suppressors. 

• All the shots will be taken at short range and will be directed toward the interior of the 3.2-

square-mile park. 

• The perimeter of the park will be monitored by police during the operations. 
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“You can be assured public safety has been our primary concern as we have prepared for the 

herd reduction,” said the park district letter. 

The park board has said it wants to keep the deer population at 50 per square mile. It did not say 

what the current estimated population was, but the first year of the cull program resulted in the 

killing of 342 deer. 

The Kansas City Parks and Recreation Department, in conjunction with the Missouri Department 

of Conservation, began allowing the public to hunt deer with bows and arrows in designated 

parks in 2006 to control the populations there. 

To reach Matt Campbell, call 816-234-4902 or send email to mcampbell@kcstar.com. 

Posted on Fri, Nov. 30, 2012 10:35 PM 

 

THE GREEN, GREEN GRASS OF…After the brutal heat this summer when all of the 
lawns at city parks looked to be burned to a crisp, it has been nice to see how lush and 
green the park lawns were on December 1. Here is a photo of the field at Drace Park: 
 

  
 
WHY SKIP MANGE IS CRAZY CLAIMING LOG CABINS ARE HISTORICLY 
IMPORTANT:  A log cabin is a log cabin is a log cabin. They are not architecturally 

significant.  They consist of logs and mortar. Alderman Skip Mange and now Creve 
Coeur resident Claire Chosid (in her unpaid blog on Patch.com) want to make the point 
that the log cabin on Conway Road must be saved and rebuilt in Drace Park.  Mange 
tries selling the point that the log cabin located inside a house that is set to be torn down 
was once a post office.  
 
The fact that for a few years it served as a post office is somewhat diminished since 
Skip wants to dismantle it and moved it six miles to the southeast.      
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The point was log cabins were much like sod houses in the plains.  There was nothing 
particularly unique about them.  Currently Creve Coeur has a preserved log cabin as 

does Manchester and Ballwin. In 
Faust Park in Chesterfield there are several log cabins.  Currently in Drace Park there 
are two log cabins, which the City of Town and Country is pretty much ignoring and not 
maintaining.  
 
What was actually significant buildings of the times were the houses and business 
structures that replaced the log cabins! That is why The Hawken House in Webster 
Groves, The Sappington House in Crestwood and Mudd’s Grove in Kirkwood are 
preserved. While log cabins involve stacking logs, these houses involve design and 
craftsmanship.  
 

    
The Hawken House in Southwest Park on S. Rock Hill Road in Webster Groves. It was moved from its 
original location on Hawken Lane back in the 1960s.   
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Before Skip’s log cabin was used as a post office on Conway Road and possibly before it was built, there 

was the Sappington House which was built in 1809. 

 

 
Mudd’s Grove was built in 1860 in Kirkwood by developer John Hoffman (no relation) and sold to the 

first occupants, the Mudd family.  Before being purchased by the Kirkwood Historical Society it was 

owned by architect William Bodley Lane. This ain’t no log cabin.  On the second floor there is a chapel 

with alter and pews.  Attached to the rear are live-in servant quarters.    
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A TERRIBLE PLACE FOR A METAL CARPORT: Now Mange on the suggestion of 

Alderman Chuck Lenz is saying if he raises the funds to move the logs of the Conway 

Road cabin to Drace Park, they be stored under a metal carport that the city bought to 

use as a temporary facility for the Fire District to park fire trucks and ambulances under 

while he Town and Country firehouse was remodeled.  

 

They want to put the metal carport in the middle of Drace Park in a small grove of trees. 

I would suggest the logs be stored in 

Skip’s backyard. The idea of a metal carport sitting in the middle of a pretty park for 

years, while $100,000 is found to rebuild the log cabin is nuts. Here is the area Skip and 

Chuck want to ruin for a few years: 

 

SKIP SAYS HE HAS THE MONEY:  On Monday night at the Board of Aldermen 

meeting Mange announced he was just a few hundred dollars shy of reaching the 

$12,000 in contributions and will have the money to the city by the end of the week.  

 

“This is an example of how private-public combinations can more projects forward. 

When this is done it will really be neat,” said Mange. 

 

Here is the sad part…if the $80,000-to-$100,000 is raised in private funds to actually 

rebuild the log cabin, then the city will have three log cabins it can ignore and not 

properly maintain. 

 

Also I find it somewhat sad that people during some tough times coughed up $12,000 

for a log cabin instead of giving that extra money to the Salvation Army or relief 

organizations helping people on the East Coast.  It’s a difference of opinion. What Skip 

thinks is neat I think is sad.     
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TIS THE SEASON FOR MORE TASK FORCES AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES: No, I 

don’t mean Christmas time…I mean election time. Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Snatcher of 

Widow’s Business and Property via Eminent Domain for Private Ventures Jon Dalton is 

getting ready to run for a third four-year term. By creating tasks forces he is ensuring a 

couple dozen more residents to vote for him in April.  The new task forces are: 

 

1. Dog Park Task Force 
2. Topping Road Trail Task Force 
3. Public Infrastructure Programming and Planning Task Force 

    

 

LAUGH OUT LOUD:  During the last Board of Aldermen meeting in November 

Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton announced that David Hough who he recently 

appointed to the Public Works Commission is also being placed on the “Public 

Infrastructure Programming and Planning Task Force.” 

 

“I’m not exactly sure what Mr. Hough’s expertise is,” commented Dalton.  

 

We have written about Mr. Hough before in this newsletter. He is a retired Coast Guard 

command staff officer and professional engineer who ran public works at Coast Guard 

Bases around the country and the world.  

 

But what is sad about Dalton’s comment is that Mr. Hough was the Town and Country 

City Engineer for a couple of years back in the 1980s, back when the position was not a 

full time job.        

 

WOOF, WOOF, WOOF…The Dog Park Task Force chews the bone: I attended the 

Dog Park Task Force meeting ….  I was immediately amused that there is not one man 

on the task force.  Apparently dog parks are simply a woman’s domain.  
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Lynn Wright and Parks Director Anne Nixon started things off by saying they are hoping 

to be able to get a St. Louis County Municipal Parks Grants Commission grant to pay 

90-percent of the construction for the park. Of course the city should be getting a 

$100,000 grant to expand the parking lot at Longview Park early in 2013. That might put 

Town and Country toward the back of the line for another large parks grant.  However, 

Lynne told the task force that she didn’t think that would be the case.  

 

New member Laura Baer was at her first meeting and was asking good questions which 

Anne Nixon didn’t want to answer.  

 

“How much do you think this is going to cost,” asked Baer.  

 

“We have some ballpark numbers on that,” answered Nixon without revealing the 

numbers.  

 

The next topic was the important need to have a city wide survey on a dog park.  It was 

decided that an important question to ask was in the respondent had ever used a dog 

park. Members then wanted longer and longer questions on a post card. 

 

Finally Baer asked, “Is this something you can do electronically?” 

 

Again Anne Nixon didn’t want to respond to a reasonable question by a new member 

with an actual answer.  

 

“You are asking good questions. (which Anne wasn’t answering)  This is your first 

meeting. I’ll give you a packet with information.” 

 

One member asked if the Dog Park can be closed after it is built if it doesn’t get enough 

members.  She didn’t get an answer.  With Park Grants you are expected to keep the 

project available to the public for 10 years.  

 

It was anticipated that residents would have to buy memberships for the dog park.  In 

Chesterfield there are over 1,000 members of their dog park.  

 

It was mentioned that it was important to let residents know construction of the park 

would be mostly funded by a St. Louis County Municipal Park Grant and not a Town 

and Country Park Grant.  Keep in mind there is no such thing as a T&C Park Grant, but 

the County Park Grants comes from sales tax money that is collected countywide.  
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A reason to exist:  Finally Lynne Wright and Anne Nixon agreed that Preservation Park 

is “a park that needs a purpose.”  I guess eight tennis courts, a bench volleyball court, a 

playground, plus a baseball field that is managed by the city during the summer is not 

purposeful.          

 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD IS NOT HAPPY WITH THE NEW SCHOOL’S 

BUILDING MATERIALS. They adjourn and then hold a 20-minute illegal meeting.  

  

The Raintree Learning Community School which has received zoning approval to build 

a pre-school through kindergarten school on the site of the failed Amonte subdivision off 

of Mason Road appeared to have pulled a switcheroo. In the plans presented before the 

Planning and Zoning Commission and the Board of Aldermen showed the exterior of the 

school appearing to have a brick facade.  

 

Then at the Architectural Review Board on Monday the architect for the school showed 

how they wanted cheaper metal siding.  

 

   
The siding on the building in the original application did not appear to be metal. 

 

At the meeting Alderman Chuck Lenz addressed the board and said the metal siding 

gave the building an “industrial look.”  

 

“It is in a residential area and we need to make sure it fits in,” said ARB member John 

Eilermann. “We have had that issue before, whether you can see it from the street or 

not. It is in Town and Country,” he added. 

 

The board voted to continue the matter until the January meeting giving time for the 

school’s architect time to make any changes.  They then voted to adjourn. Everyone left 

the room, but me and the board. 
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THEY THEN HELD AN ILLEGAL MEETING:  I am constantly amazed how people who 

hold office completely ignore the Missouri law concerning open meetings. If a board has 

a quorum and they discuss any item that is before them it is a meeting and must be 

public.  

 

After the ARB adjourned the meeting, the applicant left, then they all started discussing 

the only item on the agenda that had been before them. They didn’t make a few side 

comments and leave.  They remained in their seats and for 20 minutes held an illegal 

meeting.  

 

      
The first photo shows the ARB in session with the city clerk taking notes, a presenter from the 

applicant, the planning director and an interested alderman in attendance.  In the second photo 

the board is actively discussing the agenda item, but no one else is present. That is a violation 

of Missouri Law.  

 

“I have seen it in rural schools where they are trying to save money,” said John 

Eilermann. 

 

It reminds me of something I would see out on NN Highway. I’m not a fan of the roof 

either,” said board member Mary Beth Benes. 

 

“What kind of material was used on the Busch’s Grove upgrade,” asked member 

Elizabeth Proost. 

 

At one point Chuck Lenz came back in the chambers and said the siding was the same 

that is on the Costco building in Manchester.  

 

20 minutes after the illegal meeting started, they had said their fill and left. I was 

amazed that Alderman Phil Behnen, who is currently the president of the board of 

alderman and the chair of the ARB doesn’t either know the open meeting law and want 
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to follow it. The applicant had every right under Missouri law to her the discussion of the 

ARM on his request.  

 

JOHN DIEHL MISSES ANOTHER ARECHITECTURAL REVIEW MEETING:  Missouri 

State Representative John Diehl also has been appointed to the ARB since 2007 by his 

buddy Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton continues to not show up to meetings.  

 

On the way to the ARB meeting I drove by Diehl’s house on the corner of Clayton Road 

and White Stable Lane.  All the lights were on and it appeared as if people were home.  

 

However, there was no Diehl at the 5:30 ARB meeting at city hall located just around 

the corner from Diehl’s house.  

 

Diehl has missed 11 of the 12 ARB meetings held in 2012.  

However also in 2012 he has found time to accept $28,250 in 

campaign contributions from realtor and home builder 

associations.  We listed the campaign contributions in our 

November 14 newsletter, but in case you missed them here they 

are again: 

 

   

 

11-12-12    Plumbing Industry Council                                $100  

11-01-12    Realtors PAC                                                    $1,000 

11-01-12    James Murphy; Murphy Mechanical Contractors  $1,000 

11-01-12    Delmar Properties                                             $250 

10-23-12    St. Louis Assn of Realtors                                 $1,000 

10-23-12    Civil Engineering Design Consultants                $500 

10-04-12    Missouri Architects PAC                                     $300 

10-03-12     Builder Assn PAC                                              $500 

10-03-12     Realtor PAC                                                       $1,000 

10-02-12     Missouri Hospital Assn                                       $2,500 

10-02-12     Ameren Missouri PAC                                        $2,500 

09-11-12     Missouri Land Title PAC                                     $500 

09-02-12     Home Building Industry PAC                              $2,500 

08-29-12     St. Louis Assn of Realtors                                   $1,000 

08-02-12     Missouri Asphalt Pavement Assn                        $500 

07-31-12     Burns and McDonnell Civil Engineers                 $3,000 

07-02-12     Missouri Forest Products                                     $500 

06-18-12     Missouri Realtors PAC                                        $2,500 

06-15-12     Missouri Land Title PAC                                      $40 
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BREAKING NEWS MISSOURI BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER DOESN’T 

GET SOMETHING FROM THE TOWN AND COUNTRY ALDERMEN:  I 

have never seen the Missouri Baptist Medical Center, known to us old timers as 

Missouri Baptist Hospital, not be granted anything they ask for from the City of Town 

and Country. In past years they got the BOA to ignore the 51% green space campus 

ordinance and allowed them to drop down to below 45%.   

 

The recently got variance granting permission for a sign facing south on a building that 

no one can see expect in the winter months when the leaves were off of the trees.  

Then homeowners south of the building and motorists on two lanes on northbound I-270 

can see the sign.  They have gotten permission to open buildings before required 

driveway and road improvements were made. Basically they have always gotten what 

they wanted until Monday night.  

 

 

 
Two representatives of Missouri Baptist Medical center stand over alderpersons at the agenda meeting 

pleading their case why sign letters should be 20 inches instead of the allowed maximum of 18 inches.  

 

Mo Baptist wanted a variance for a sign on a fountain so the letters could be 20 inches 

instead of 18 inches. The sign is to read “Pillsbury Plaza.”  The Pillsbury Foundation 

over the years has been a big contributor to building projects at the hospital.  
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Here is an example of one of the oversized letters Missouri Baptist requested. The sign code allows the 

maximum size to be two inches smaller.  

 

First Alderman Tim Welby weighed in. 

 

“I don’t think we should be giving out variances when it is not necessary,” said Welby, 

who is normally against any sign, especially the ones that will help local businesses. 

However in this case Welby has a point.  

 

“I concur with Alderman Welby.  The sign doesn’t direct people to a building or guide 

traffic,” said Ward-3 Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith. 

 

“I agree with Fred,” added Alderwoman Gussie Crawford also from Ward 3.  

 

Ward-4 Alderman Jon Benigas then pointed out that the sign is partially hidden by the 

fountain itself and by landscaping.        

    

 It was suggested by Phil Behnan that the matter be continued. Chuck Lenz asked why. 

 

“I don’t see why we should continue this. There are not enough votes to pass it,” said 

Lenz, who counting himself plus others speaking out against it meant there were five 

no-votes out of eight board members.  

 

“Well, I’m for it,” shouted out Ward-1 Alderman Skip Mange who was used to giving Mo 

Bap what it wants for years, back when he was mayor in 2000. I am sure Skip did not 

want to break with tradition.   
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“So, I’m I,” chimed in Ward-1 Alderwoman Lynn Wright., but it was clear there were not 

enough votes for this to pass.  

 

When the official BOA meeting began, Missouri Baptist asked to withdraw the variance 

request and it was removed from the agenda.   

 

Does this mean Missouri Baptist actually lost one?  Don’t be too sure.  I bet they come 

back after the first of the year and work on the no votes trying to turn them around.  

 

Sometimes it is the little things that organizations and governments make a big deal out 

of.  

                

  

BOARD OF ALDERMAN OPEN MEETING WITH THE PLEDGE OF 

ALLEGIANCE AND THEN TRY AND VIOLATE THE FIRST 

AMEDNMENT.  Shortly after all the alderpersons said the Pledge of Allegiance to 

open the meeting they went on to act like they were going to ignore the First 

Amendment.  

 

Destiny Church along I-270 on Des Peres Road wants to replace its monument sign 

with two signs on the top of their church facing both northbound and southbound I-270 

traffic.  

 

Pastor Jim Stern told the alderpersons that the church’s congregation is from all over 

the metro area and most of coming to the church using I-270. 

 

Earlier this year we discussed how courts have been ruling since 1954 against cities 

and for churches and synagogues when it comes to signs and even buildings.  The 

basic rule of thumb is city zoning and building codes can only be enforced with a church 

if there is a public health, safety or welfare issue.  

 

To keep a church from putting up a non-commercial sign would be violating the 

churches freedom of speech and the Constitution’s guarantee for Freedom of religion.  .  

 

There was a stupid sign controversy involving the Trinity Lutheran Church, Alderman 

Fred Meyland-Smith’s church, earlier this year.  The church, on Clayton Road at Hwy-

141, put up a LED message board to replace a sign board. They correctly did it without 

permission from the city. Then-alderman Steve Fons took great offense to the sign, that 

one minute would tell people when the next Mothers of Pre School Children meet and 
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five minutes later would announce what time Sunday’s acoustic guitar service was.  The 

city wasted four months and the church was nice enough to jump through a few hoops 

instead of telling Town and Country to go piss off.  

 

(For our reporting on this anti-church sign attempt by the city go to my website and 

check newsletters from February 28, 2012, March 31, 2012 and April 10, 2012 for more 

details.) 

 

 The new proposed sign would read “Destiny Church.org.” 

 

 
The church even used the “.org” on its letterhead.   

 

This upset many alderpersons.  

 

Tim Welby lectured the church staff. 

 

“You have been here 35 years with a level of success. Why can’t you get attention from 

your monument sign?  Also I’m not a big fan of .org,” said Welby. 

 

“Our sign is not noticed. It has been a consistent challenge for us,” replied Pastor Stern. 

             

Alderwoman Gussie Crawford asked if there real name is Destiny Church.org.  She was 

told that Destiny Church.org is registered as a fictitious corporation with the State of 

Missouri.  
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“I know since they are a church they can put up any kind of sign they want. I just think 

the .org is stupid,” Crawford told me after the meeting.    

 

Did Fred Meyland-Smith, who had to stand off to the side while the city screwed with his 

church, stick up for Destiny’s free speech rights?  Nope, he didn’t. 

 

“I still believe the ‘.org’ moves it (the sign) from the name of an institution to a 

commercial advertisement,” said Meyland-Smith.  

 

Fred apparently doesn’t want anyone to go to the churches website and find Jesus.  

 

Once again city elected officials are acting like they are old geezers with their heads in 

the sand. First some were against a LED sign at the Lutheran Church. In five years all 

new signs will be LED signs.  It is much cheaper to light and far easier to change the 

message boards on these signs.  

 

Also “not liking ‘.org’” on a sign is failing to realize that all businesses, churches and 

even local governments are headed in a direction to use the internet to get people 

interested in them and informed. Their signs are all going to have their web address.      

 

The matter was continued until the first meeting in January. I have a feeling the church 

will eventually get their signs. If the city doesn’t approve the variance, I hope Destiny 

puts up the signs anyway and lets the city sue them.  As a church they will win.  

Alderpersons will cost us residents who are sitting back minding our own business with 

legal fees on top of legal fees.  

          

 

DON’T BELIEVE EVERYTHING YOU READ OR HEAR IF IT IS COMING 

FROM A TOWN & COUNTRY ELECTED OFFICIAL OR IN WEST 

MAGAZINE AND IT IS ABOUT THE BUDGET: Here is an email exchange I 

had with the editor of West Magazine. See if you think West Magazine has altered the 

truth. (Most people love West Magazine due to its conservative editorial stance…except 

with deer.  For five years West Magazine has slanted most T&C deer articles toward the 

deer huggers’ position. The time I was on the Board they never gave both sides of any 

bill I introduced, just Jon Dalton’s opposition.)  
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 On Dec 6, 2012, at 5:21 PM, John Hoffmann wrote: 

 

Kate, 

  

The headline on page 15 of this week’s West Magazine is false as is the article.  The head is “Town & 

Country balances 2013 budget” 

  

In the article when Molly James quotes alderman Phil Behnen as saying the budget is balance he was 

referring to the 2012 budget that was originally a deficit budget also but came in balanced.  That 

cannot be true about the 2013 budget. The 2013 budget it is anything but balanced.   

  

There are five components to the T&C Budget. They are: 

  

General Fund 

Road Fund 

Capital Improvement Fund 

Parks & Storm water fund 

Safety & Training Fund 

  

Four of the five portions of the budget are in deep deficit conditions.  Only the general fund has a very 

small surplus of $14,020 that most don’t expect to be around at the end of the year. 

  

The total 2013 Town and country Budget has a deficit of $2,427,890 .  it is in the red for $2,427,890 

The article was misleading and confusing the headline was FALSE. 

  

John Hoffmann 

314-835-0751 

 

On Dec 7 at 4:50pn this was received  

Dear Mr. Hoffmann,  

I asked the writer of the article in question, Molly James, to confirm her information. Her reply is 

below: 

I spoke with Alderman Behnen today and he clarified that the balanced budget applies to the general 

fund and when the municipality says "balanced fund" they are referring to the general fund not any of 

the specific funds, such as the Road Fund. So, yes the budget is balanced. Although there may be some 

discrepancies or fluctuation in the other funds, the over all general fund budget is considered to be 

balanced.  
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It is not the intention of the paper to mislead anyone or provide false information. In this case, having 

spoken with Molly about what was presented at the meting and having received her reply above, I 

feel that your complaint is with the perception Town & Country is putting forth. Should you wish to 

write a letter to the editor about your concerns regarding the Town & Country budget, you certainly 

have that option.   

Thank you, 

Kate Uptergrove, Managing Editor 

West Newsmagazine 

754 Spirit 40 Park Dr.  

Chesterfield, MO 63005 

636-591-0010, ext. 102 • 314-853-8797 (cell) 

editorwest@newsmagazinenetwork.com 

From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  

Sent: Friday, December 07, 2012 4:51 PM 

To: 'Kate Uptergrove' 

Cc: 'H Wayne Crawford'; pbehnen@sbcglobal.net; 'ozsa@att.net'; 'CHUCK LENZ' 

Subject: RE: false information in head and story 

Again Kate…there are five parts of the city budget…the general fund is just part of it.  For political 

reasons Molly was suckered into claiming there is a balanced budget.  There is not.  As a former T&C 

Alderman I watch the budget closely and attend the finance commission meetings.  THERE IS NOT A 

BALANCED BUDGET IN T&C IT IS $2.427,000 IN THE RED…despite what WEST MAGAZINE wants to 

incorrectly report.  

John Hoffmann      

 

From: John Hoffmann [mailto:johnhoffmann@charter.net]  

Sent: Sunday, December 09, 2012 12:32 PM 

To: 'Kate Uptergrove' 

Subject: the budget for you  

mailto:editorwest@newsmagazinenetwork.com
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Kate…this is the T&C Budget from the T&C Finance Director, broken down in the five sections. The 

General Fund is NOT THE BUDGET, but just part of it.  Please look at the fifth column it gives the 

surpluses and deficits ($000) for each part of the budget.  The General Fund has a $14,000 surplus, 

which is not much at all. The Road Fund has a $940,000 deficit, the Capital Improvements Fund has a 

$572,060 deficit, the Parks Fund has a $906,810 deficit and the Safety & Training fund has a $22,480 

deficit.  Add it all up you get the total T&C Budget which has a $2,427,890 deficit.   

This is not a quote from a local politician who wants residents to think everything is fine.      It is the 

actual document.  It was available to your reporter.  It is a shame that your staff apparently cannot read 

a simple budget and accurately report what it says.  

John Hoffmann 

If you think West Magazine is not printing the truth about the T&C Budget or doesn’t 

understand how to read budgets why not send Ms. Uptergrove an email or a letter to the 

editor?   

 

THE REASON FOR TERM LIMITS…DALTON FILES FOR HIS THIRD 4-YEAR TERM: 

Yes…Mayor Jon Dalton on Tuesday morning filed to run for mayor for another 4-year 

term.  If he wins it will mean he will have been in office for 12 years.  

 

Let’s see some of the reasons why you might not want four more years of Dalton: 
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1.  Dalton was and still is a cigarette lobbyist.  It is hard to look after the public’s health, 

safety and welfare when you are working for people whose products kill people. 

 

2.  Dalton has been sued three times for failure to pay his bills. Town and Country 

Rehab, Midwest Flooring and Mitchell Lighting all had to sue Dalton for unpaid bills. 

Dalton then countered sued claiming each company was negligent in the services they 

provided.  The suits were settled out of court. All three companies are well respected in 

the community.  

 

3.  In 2005 as mayor, Dalton was on the payroll as a lobbyist for the West County EMS 

& Fire Protection District. Also in 2005 Dalton signed a 5-year $17.5 million contract as 

mayor with the West County EMS & Fire Protection District. Can you have a better 

example of a conflict of interest and lack of ethics? 

 

4.    While he was mayor in Town and country, Dalton as an investor and lawyer set up 

two LLCs and joined with a third group in trying to develop the Icehouse nightclub 

district along South Broadway just south of downtown St. Louis. The group used 

eminent domain to force a then 78-year-old widow, Opal Henderson, out of her 

business and to sell her property for a low price. Dalton’s law firm Lewis-Rice 

represented the City of St. Louis in using eminent domain and defended the St. Louis as 

the original case was appealed.     

   

The woman lost her property and sued the developers and won $1,000,000 in a jury 

verdict. The developers appealed and lost and then were slow to pay.  

 

Do you really want a mayor who by his own actions thinks eminent domain is okay for 

private commercial developments and citizens don’t have the right to sell their property 

at what they feel is a fair price? 

 

5.  Dalton tells neighborhood subdivision groups how he had balanced the budget, 

when he fact he has artificially balanced the General Fund portion of the budget only 

and the entire city budget is millions of dollars in a deficit.      

 

6.  Dalton appoints political cronies with clear conflict of interests to boards and then 

doesn’t remove them when they don’t come to meetings.   

 

7)  Has accepted awards from Mothers Against Drunk Drivers for Town and Country 

Police enforcement and then has his car towed twice in six months as result of DWI 

arrests by Ladue Police of a family member.  He then has his law firm sue trying to stop 
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the driver’s license being suspended of the family member claiming the Ladue Police 

had no reason to make the arrests (driving without headlights and running a stop sign 

the first time and speeding the second time).    

 

ALSO FILING ON TUESDAY: 

 

WARD 1:   Lynn Wright, who has been on the board since 2005.  Cost is no object for 

Lynn if it involves a park. After seven years you might think Lynn would have an idea 

about case law concerning municipal government plus Missouri rules and regulations, 

but you’d be wrong. Lynn seems to have trouble retaining information that comes with 

the job. 

 

WARD 2:  Tim Welby has filed for reelection.  He first beat Patty Wiggins in 2006, then 

lost to me and then a year later ran unopposed. Welby is a food salesman with no 

background in government. In 2009 the Missouri Ethics Commission fined Welby for 

failing to file required campaign finance reports.  (This was after Welby received a 

warning in 2007 from the St. Louis County Board of Elections.)  

 

Welby has also been a trustee in the Thornhill subdivision where the subdivision paid 

landscaping service cut part of Welby’s backyard for a number of years until several of 

us complained.  

 

 WARD 3:  No one had filed as of noon on December 11.  Most think Fred Meyland-

Smith may run for reelection but Fred has a history of waiting a few days to file.  

 

 WARD 4: No one had filed as of noon.  Jon Benigas who stepped down in 2009 was 

recruited to run against David Karney in 2011 after Karney was caught sending emails 

under a false name to other aldermen including some that were borderline threatening.  

After Benigas filed, Karney dropped out of the race.               

 

CHRISTMAS HOUSES:  Here is my take on Christmas lights.  The most mind 

blowing display in the metro area has to be the corner house at Ladue Road and Wexler 

Manor, two long blocks east of Mason Road in Creve Coeur. The display has its own 

radio station, movie screen and lights that pulsate with the music. It covers the one-plus 

acre lot.  While it is perfect Snoburbia art, that costs a fortune to put up each year and 

shuts down the small street which becomes clogged with traffic, it is also like an annual 

drug.  I return every year, often dropping a new toy or money in the box for Toys for 

Tots. Sure it is tacky, but I have sat through the entire 45-minute presentation just to 

see what is new.  
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This just a small portion of the Christmas Lights along Ladue Road two blocks east of 

Mason Road.  

 

THE OTHER HOUSE:  Then there is the house on West Jackson two doors from 

Lockwood in Webster Groves. The residents change the display every year. There are 

lights, but nothing pulsates, there is no radio station for the display, you have to bring 

your own music.  The homeowners put up the display over a couple of weeks, while the 

people on Ladue Road have cranes showing up the day before Halloween. 

 

It is also a Christmas drug, like the McRib being back to McDonalds…I have to go once 

and try one (the meat is tasteless, it’s the sauce and onions that make this a hit) every 

year in my one of my rare trips to McDonalds. I also have to go back and see the 

Jackson Christmas House.  Last year a lot of people were disappointed when there was 

no Christmas house and the homeowners took a Christmas cruise.  But it is back this 

year and is different from past displays.  
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The Christmas House on West Jackson in Webster Groves.  

 

 

 

FIREHOUSE OPENHOUSE: There was an open house at the remodeled fire station on 

Clayton Road at Mason Road last Saturday between 10 and noon.   Mayor/Cigarette 

Lobbyist & Snatcher of Widow’s Property Jon Dalton was listed as giving a speech.  

 

Town and Country asked for people wanting to attend to RSVP!  Geez it didn’t say 

whether this was a formal or causal event and also did not mention if there would be 

valet parking. I called several days in advance and got some inside information that 

Dalton’s speech would be around 10:10. Since Dalton is a notorious long winded self 

promoting blowhard, I arrived at 11:30 figuring he would be done in less than an hour.  

 

I was right about him being done, but he was still there giving me the evil eye. 
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You really had to have been on top of all the problems at the firehouse to appreciate 

what they did.  The broke up the large rooms and put in some drop ceilings that 

improved acoustics and helped heating and cooling. The new HVAC system with zone 

controls was a big cost and a huge improvement and something you could not see.  The 

expanded weight/exercise was impressive.  If you had not seen the kitchen cabinets 

doors falling off and the leaks under the sink you would not have been impressed.  

 

The one thing you certainly could see was that the glass bay doors have been replaced 

by insulated white doors. The glass doors were costing the city a fortunate I cooling 

costs I the summer and heating bills in the winter.  

 

CHANGES HEADED TO THE RITZ:  If you like stopping by the lobby of the Ritz 

Carlton Hotel in Clayton on the weekends for music, you might want to do it soon or 

plan sometime in late February.  

 

I was at the Ritz on Saturday night and learned for the staff that the lobby is going to be 

remodeled starting in January and lasting anywhere from three to six weeks depending 

who you ask.  

 

Once a politician always a politician:  When I was leaving the Ritz on Saturday I saw 

waiting for valet parking to retrieve his car East St. Louis Mayor Alvin Parks.  As I 

walked by Mayor Parks he asked how I was doing, like I might be a potential voter.  This 

guy has a great smile and I bet if I stopped and told him about the arthritis in my hips, 

he’d politely nod as if he was concerned.  
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I did chuckle at seeing Mayor Parks in Clayton at Ritz. After all there 

are numerous entertainment venues in East St. Louis to choose from and he chose the 

Ritz. Of course there have been no shootings at the Ritz in recent memory but a drunk 

did get the key to the wrong room, entered the room and got into bed with a 14-year-old 

girl.    

   

MORE JAZZ CHRISTMAS THIS WEDNESDAY ON KEHRS MILL ROAD: The Route 

66 Jazz Orchestra, a big band, will present their first of two Christmas shows this 

Wednesday at Sky Music Room on Kehrs Mill Road south of Clayton Road at the Barn 

of Lucerne. The show on December 12 starts at 8pm. There is a modest $10 cover.  

Besides the 18-piece big band there will be four vocalists featured in the show. 

 
A week later the band will perform on December 19th at 7pm at the Unity Church on 

Butler Hill Road between I-55 and Tesson Ferry Road.  The difference will be there is 

no bar service at the Unity Church.           

 

 

CARTOONS: 
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