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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 69 

 

November 27, 2012 

 

By  John Hoffmann 

 

FIRST THE IMPORTANT NEWS:  COMING TO MANCHESTER AND 

MASON…Around the first of the year you can expect to find a Dunkin Donuts located 

on Manchester at Mason in the former Wendy’s and the Dickie’s BBQ building.  

   
Watch an old Wendy’s turn into a Dunkin Donuts.  

 

NO HAVING FUN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD: If you haven’t noticed, the Applebee’s on 

Manchester Road just before Barrett Station has closed and is now vacant with a large 

For Lease Sign out front.  It joins the PNC Bank at Manchester and Mason Roads that 

stands empty and the Wonder Bread-Hostess store 100 feet south of the empty Bank.     

 

UNLIKE RAY VINSON, BYRON CADE GETS TWO SIGNS ON FIRST TRY:  Byron 

Cade, the high-end gift shop has moved from Clayton to the Mason Village Shopping 

Center, hidden back in the corner.  At the first Aldermanic meeting in November the 

Board of Aldermen not only approved one sign for the new Byron Cade gift shop, they 

approved two signs that will both being facing the same direction.  
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The two signs are to be installed over the east door (pictured) and the west door at Byron Cade 

in the Mason Village Shopping Center.  They did in one try something that took 10 months and 

four tries by Ray Vinson…get permission for two signs.   

 

It took Vinson four tries to get two signs that face different directions. Of course there is 

a difference…Byron Cade sells expensive things to rich people while Ray Vinson sells 

mortgages to working class blue collar types.   

 

A NEW CASTLE:  I don’t know if you noticed but a new White Castle is being built next 

to the existing one on Manchester at Barrett Station Road. Business is apparently bad 

for Applebee’s, but good for White Castle. I understand the new building will be about 

the same size, but will be more energy efficient. I have a feeling they will be able to 

have a more sensible drive-thru and larger parking lot also.   

 

THE LOG CABIN CAPER:  Before we even get into the current chapter of Alderman 

Skip Mange’s quest to take apart a log cabin located inside a house on Conway Road 

and moved the logs to Drace Park for $10,000 and then wait for funding to put it back 

together…let’s take a look at the Cracker Jack job the city has done preserving history 

so far.  

 

There is a antique wagon under the porch of the stable building at Drace Park. Over the 

last five years I have watched this piece of Skip’s Americana disintegrate. The city has 

done nothing to maintain it. 
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In an earlier newsletter I posted photos of the bottom of the basement door at Drace 

Park that was missing and windows that have been neglected.  Six weeks later the 

bottom of the door was still missing and the windows still needed painting.  If you simply 

stand next to a first floor door you can smell the odor of mold.   

 

   
      

This all begs the question…why should Town and Country add another log cabin to the 

two it already has if it cannot or simply won’t maintain what it has now.  

 

City officials including the then mayor, Skip Mange sold the residents that they were 

saving a pre-1900 farmhouse when they bought the ground and house for the Longview 

Park. We now own a farmhouse over 100 years old, two log cabins, a large barn and an 

unused stable (at Drace Park).  What exactly do we need with another building 

especially in a year with a $2.4 million dollar budget deficit? 
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DONATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED:  Apparently Mange did not think he had the 

votes to approve using limited city tax money for this deal and introduced a substitute 

bill that would require private funds to be used and if private funds are raised the city 

administrator is to enter into an agreement with Monterey Customs Homes to take apart 

the log cabin and move logs to Drace Park. Mange has told other aldermen that he 

thinks he can get the donations. 

 

What is sad is that during a recession with people still having money problems as a 

recession drags on, that rich people would give money to Skip to move a log cabin 

instead of giving money for helping people.   

 

There was still no bidding process and Monterey Custom Homes will get the work if the 

funds are raised because Skip says so. 

 

LOG STORAGE HAS CHANGED!  SAY GOODBYE TO PICNICS UNDER THE 

TREES IN DRACE PARK: If Skip can get the funds donated to get the logs moved, 

they still have to be stored somewhere. Chuck Lenz suggested to Skip that he consider 

moving the portable carports that were used for the fire trucks and ambulance at the old 

Highway Patrol Building while the firehouse was being remodeled to the center of Drace 

Park. There is a small grove of trees in the middle of the park where currently people 

can use a picnic table and enjoy a lunch under the trees.  

 

Instead Chuck and Skip want to put up a metal carport that would not be allowed behind 

the building line on a residential piece of property, in the middle of a passive park and 

store logs under it. I think everyone finally figured out that the porch of our long 

neglected stable building in Drace Park was not big enough to store the logs. 

 

Skip Mange proudly said that no one would be able to see the carport and logs from 

anywhere in the park unless they were walking on the trail around the park.  What in the 

hell does Skip think people do when they go to that park? The walk the trail around the 

park!  

 

HOW ABOUT A NEW POLICE SUBSTATION?  Since Skip wants to build a log cabin 

village in Drace Park, maybe he should raise enough funds to buy and move several log 

cabins.  I understand there is a log cabin that was built over on the Eshenbrenner 

property along Barrett Station Road that backs up to the Thornhill subdivision. He could 

then make one the sheriff’s office and a Town and Country cop could patrol the park on 

horseback, while wearing a star, blue jeans and a bandanna.  Keep in mind the park 

space in this nice little park is limited. To walk all around the park is less that ½-mile.     
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SOLAR PANEL BILL REMOVED FOR THE TIME BEING:  The opportunity the 

aldermen have wanted to take advantage of for sometime (being able to tell people 

what they can do on their property when it comes to solar panels) has been delayed.  

 

The bill to have stricter control over the solar panels has been continued for a fourth 

time with a recommendation to remove the bill from future agendas.  City Attorney 

Steve Garrett said the Clarkson Valley legal case has not been fully litigated yet. 

 

That case involves Clarkson Valley suddenly passing an ordinance that outlawed solar 

panels on the front of a house as some homeowners were about to do just that. 

The homeowners sued, not in St. Louis County Circuit Court, but in Cole County Circuit 

Court in Jefferson City. That court ruled that no municipality in Missouri could pass 

ordinances that were stricter than the Missouri Public Service Commission rules and 

regulations concerning solar panels.  The homeowners then immediately put up the 

solar panels.  

 

Garrett claimed the court had not ruled on a portion of the Clarkson Valley case and that 

Clarkson Valley has not appealed the case. Many people have heard hat Clarkson 

Valley has no intention to appeal the case, because they have money issues and 

cannot afford a court battle. Earlier this year Clarkson Valley had made overtures to 

Wildwood and Chesterfield to consider taking them over in a merger. 

 

When Garrett was done, the usually quiet Phil Behnen questioned him and said he 

heard Clarkson Valley was not going to appeal the case.   

 

Garrett responded, “I heard they were ‘thinking about it.’”  

 

Chcuk Lenz jumped in and asked, “Why pass something that we can’t enforce?” 

             Point                                                 Counter Point 

       
City Attorney Steve Garrett                    Alderman Phil Behnen (center) as Skip Mange         …  

                                                           dreams of log cabins      
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GENERAL FUND SURPLUS FOR 2013 CUT IN HALF:  I joked when the 2013 budget 

was first proposed that while the overall budget was a $2.4 million deficit budget, Mayor 

Jon Dalton would claim to voters how he for another year had a surplus for the city’s 

General Fund.  It was only $28,000 which I suggested would disappear in a hurry.  

 

On Monday night that miniscule surplus was cut half to pay for employees healthcare 

cost increases.  So five weeks before the budget even goes into effect the General 

Fund surplus was cut to $14,020.  The 2013 Budget deficit increased to $2,427,890.       

 

EMPLOYEES GET TO PICK ONE-PERCENT RAISE OR TWO-PERCENT RAISE: The 

aldermen instead of giving employees a one-percent across the board raise in a year 

with a $2.42 million deficit budget is instead getting creative.  Being creative with 

budgets for my money is scary. The city is allowing employees to choose a One-percent 

raise that would begin on January 1 or take no raise until July 1 and then get a Two- 

percent raise.  

 

On paper this comes out the same, but in reality it could cost the city in 2014, because 

at the end of the year the majority of employees’ base salary could be two-percent 

higher for the next budget year employee raises, which means the city would be in the 

hole. It was then mentioned that the city could hold off on raises in 2014 if the majority 

of employees opted for the two-percent deal in 2013.  

 

I mentioned this to one money person after the meeting who commented, “They are 

going to get themselves in trouble doing this shit.”    

 

The 2013 budget with the creative numbers passed on an 8-0 vote.  

 

POLICE BILL TO COST $3,000 WILL HAVE EFFECT ON OLDER POLICE 

OFFICERS:  The Police Department currently has an annual physical fitness test, which 

includes pushups, sits up and a 1-1/2 mile run.  Officers cannot flunk the test. It is used 

to show the officers and the department of their overall condition. 

 

The department wants to change that and go to an annual physical testing procedure 

that will be developed by the St. Louis Area Police chiefs Association.  This will be an 

obstacle course. The city will pay the Police chiefs about $3,000 for their share of the 

proposed program development.  

 

Capt. Patrick Kranz joked the new system would be an obstacle course that you have to 

run, jump and pull things in two-and-a-half minutes compared with the current one that 

takes all morning.   
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A well respected 60-yar-old St. Louis Police Officer died immediately after completing 

their physical obstacle course in 2007.  I asked Capt. Gary Hoelzer if this course would 

be like the one in St. Louis where the officer died. Gary immediately said he didn’t die 

while taking the test.  This is true. He suffered a fatal heart attack within two-minutes of 

successfully passing the test. Other St. Louis officers with as much as 37-years on the 

job have retired rather than risk aggravating on duty injuries by taking the test.  

 

Now in my life in the police world I have sat on two sides of the line. I was on the board 

of directors of the Kansas City Fraternal Order of Police on the side of labor.  Six years 

later I was a police captain in Maryland on the side of management. 

 

I think the current testing program is good as it shows limitations. However the new 

program where they want to fire you if at the age of 58 or 60 with arthritic hips and you 

can no longer vault over a fence seems a bit much. Older cops have institutional 

knowledge and experience that is hard to replace. If a department wants to unload 

some officer it considers dead weight, they should have done that years ago and not 

wait for the fitness test to do it for them.  

 

I got hit with hip disease 10 days after my fortieth birthday when I was a cop in 

Maryland. I needed up having surgery at John Hopkins, but my hips were never the 

same after that. However, I still worked another 13 years in law enforcement.  

 

In Town and Country this is another case where the police chief and his two captains 

were all for this, so the board went all and passed the resolution 8-0 with the new 

program likely to go into effect in 2016.     

 

 

 

AT LEAST THEY WERE NOT WEARING BLUE SHIRTS WITH WHITE COLLARS OR 

WHITE SHIRTS WITH BLUE COLLARS:  The who was the biggest SWELL?...award 

for the night went to Alderman Tim Welby.  In this case Welby had the biggest cuff links 

compared to Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Widow Evictor by Eminent Domain Jon Dalton.   

Plus Welby’s hair had more dye in it than anyone on the Board of Aldermen including 

the two alderwomen.  
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Dalton dressed to the nines.                           Welby (at the end of the table) was too far away to get a   

.                                                                          good shot of the links. You will have to take my word on it.  

      

 

PROBATION FOR ROBBING THE SALVATION ARMY!  WHAT NEW LOW HAVE ST. 

LOUIS COUNTY JUDGES FALLEN TO?  I was more than a little dismayed to read in 

the Post-Dispatch that Edward J. Mitchell, 25, who pled guilty before St. Louis County 

Judge Kristine Allen Kerr was given a 5-year probation sentence for second degree 

robbery. 

 

What did Mitchell do?  He robbed the manager of a Salvation Army Resale Shop in 

Florissant after she closed the store and walked to her car. He asked for a ride and she 

recognized him as someone who had been in the store. She agreed to give him a ride. 

Once in the car he punched her in the face and stole the deposit bag of $1,500.  

 

 
Edward J. Mitchell and his tough-guy  tattoos will be enjoying 5-years of freedom on probation after 

assaulting the woman manager of a Salvation Army Thrift Store and stealing the day’s receipts.  
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I have to think one of the main jobs of a judge in our County is to protect the good 

people who operate charities that help the poor, homeless, drug addicts and drunks 

from thugs.  Apparently Judge Kerr thinks otherwise. 

 

I found this article on Kerr in the Brown University Alumni publication. The first two 

paragraphs are telling.  She went from years as a public defender to dealing with 

juvenile delinquents as a St. Louis County Family courts commissioner. Now she lets 

people off who rob and assault workers for charities.   

 

  

The 
Advocate    

By Chad Galts     

 

After she graduated from Boston University’s law school in 1985, Kristine Allen Kerr thought she was 

going to write wills for a living. She moved to St. Louis, got a clerkship with the Missouri Court of 

Appeals, and eventually landed a good job at a private firm, where she handled divorces, worker’s 

compensation cases, and personal-injury lawsuits. But there was something wrong: She was bored. 

She wanted to argue cases that mattered in front of a judge and jury.  

 
Kerr was wasn’t sure exactly what kind of cases she wanted until she stopped at the St. Louis County 

Circuit Court one day to observe a murder trial handled by the public defender’s office. The   
defendants had broken into an old man’s house, had robbed and beaten him, and had thrown him 

into a large freezer. Then they’d sat down on top of the freezer and drunk beer until the man had 

suffocated. (All the men were found guilty; one was sentenced to death.) Kerr had found the kind of 

practice she liked — lost causes, with plenty of time in the courtroom — even though it would cost 

her a big cut in pay 

 

Apparently Kerr still thinks she is still on mission to set bad people free. The sad thing 

was that Kerr replaced Judge Jim Hartenbach, who was forced to retire due to his age. .  

I know Jim.  There way Mr. Mitchell would be getting a probation sentence from Jim 

Hartenbach.   

  

 I will try and remember Judge Kerr’s name when it comes up in a few years for 

retention.      
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO LOOK TOO FAR TO FIND A TWINKIE AND HO-HO 

SUBISTUTE:  Now that Hostess appears to be closing up shop and despite a judge 

ordering mediation, there are no Twinkies being produced at the present time. But you 

don’t have to go too far to find a substitute.  The local WalMart has Great Value brand 

Chocolate Cupcakes, Golden Crème Cakes and Swiss Rolls Snack Cakes that all 

suspiciously look like Hostess Cupcakes, Twinkies and Ho-Ho’s.  

 

 

   
 

I was a semi-regular at the Wonder/Hostess (Day-Old Bakery) store on Manchester 

Road near Mason Road.  I got to know the staff.  Back in 2008 I found a full page ad in 

an edition of the 1946 St. Louis Star-Times or 

Post-Dispatch in a basement at an estate sale. The ad was touting how healthy Wonder 
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Beard was. I gave the paper to the store’s manager and she laminated it and put it on 

the wall by the checkout registers. I stopped by the store on Saturday November 17 

hoping to take a photo of the newspaper ad, but it had already been taken down. I was 

told too many people were asking if they could have it.  

 

I often would notice when I stopped at the store to pick up hot dog buns that people 

from groups that provided meals to the elderly or the needy were shopping for beard 

products. I’ll miss the nice staff and feel sorry for the church kitchens and food pantries 

losing a low price store.  

 
 

The other thing I mentioned to several people was the long time tradition of elementary 

schools taking kids for tours at the Wonder Bread bakery and the kids all getting free 

samples of fresh Twinkies. I remember going there around 1959 or 60. Ten years later 

as a summer day camp counselor I remember taking my charge of third graders to the 

bakery.  I have heard others mention more recent trips to the bakery for their small 

children.  Time Marches ON!    

 

WRONG AGAIN…ANOTHER NOT SO HAPPY ENDING: Earlier this year I watched a 

documentary movie on Kevin Clash called “Being Elmo.”  Using old local Baltimore TV 

clips, the filmmakers followed Clash from being a geek who liked to make puppets as a 

kid on his mom’s sewing machine to being a high school student who was behind the 

puppets and their characters on an afternoon Baltimore kids’ TV program. Out of high 

school Clash was hired to be a puppeteer on the Captain Kangaroo morning TV show 

for pre-school children.  
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When Bob Keeshan as the Captain along with all his iconic characters got pink slipped 

by CBS after 30 years. In 1984 Clash went to 

Sesame Street.  

 

The character Elmo already existed at Sesame Street, but Elmo was a minor extra. 

When Elmo was turned over to Clash he became famous. The documentary even 

showed Clash and Elmo appearing for children in hospice care.  The movie also 

followed Clash to his teenager daughter’s birthday party.  The only thing that was 

remotely a downer in the movie was the fact that Clash was divorced. Otherwise it was 

a perfect story from start to finish.        

 

 

 

Kevin Clash with Elmo.  

   

Then came the accusation that Clash had had a homosexual relationship with an 

underage boy. Despite the charges being recanted, Clash admitted having an affair with 

the accuser when the accuser was in his 20s. Two more accusers were in the wings. 

Clash resigned from the Children’s Television Workshop two days before Thanksgiving.   

 

I guess I’m just being a cynic, but it seems harder and harder to find happy endings 

nowadays that remain happy. 
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CARTOONS: 
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One FROM CHARLOTTE PETERS’ KID AND CBC GRAD from back in the day when 

they wore Army Uniforms.  
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