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ALDERMEN WON’T VOTE ON SOLAR PANELS:  The solar panel case were Dr. Joe Gira wants to install 900 square feet of solar panels out of his view behind a retaining wall but abutting his rear neighbors property was made on the agenda for a final vote on Monday night. But there was no vote.

This is not much of a surprise with this Board of Aldermen who have recently done all in their power to avoid taking votes on controversial subjects. This issue is not about solar power.  It is about where to locate the solar power equipment.  

The Giras claim they want to have a smaller carbon footprint and think this is important.  At the small time they have built a 8,000 square foot house (10,000 sq ft if you count the basement) with a 5-car garage for a total of 3-people.  So I don’t really consider Dr. Gira as a great environmentalist he wants to be portrayed. . 

The majority homeowners in the adjoining subdivision are against the location of the 900 square feet of solar panels. Most of the publicity has centered on Dr. Dorothy Cooke fighting the placement of the panels.  Instead of Cooke vs Gira, it should be the  19 neighbors who are against  location of the panels.  

At the second Aldermanic meeting in January the matter was up for a vote. With a packed board room the two Ward-1 alderwomen wanted the matter continued and sent back to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  The vote to continue the matter resulted in a 4-4 tie…forcing Mayor Jon Dalton to actual vote on something.  He voted not to vote and for the continuance. 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY …NANCY AVOILI IS MISSING:  The matter is back up for a vote at Monday February 14’s meeting. Lynn Wright wants to continue it for a month, because Nancy Avioli is not at the meeting. 

Avioli is an international law attorney for Monsanto.  She is regularly out of the country and misses lots of meetings.  When she ran for reelection last April she promised residents she would be better at attending meetings.  She also promised she would put out regular newsletters.  She continues to miss meetings and to my knowledge has only put out one newsletter last summer. 

So even with 7 of 8 aldermen present, the matter is continued for another month. The crowd of people who showed up for the meeting shook their heads and left the room.  The elected officials again showed that they didn’t want to do their jobs and vote on issues. Instead they continue them and continue them and continue them some more and hope the issues go away are at least wear down the citizens so when they do vote the board room is empty of residents.             

MEYLAND-SMITH ANNOUNCES AN ABOUT FACE:  Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith announced during the debate that at the January meeting he was prepared to vote against the location of the solar panels, but after a return trip to the P&Z where the Giras were required to paint the supports to the panels and plant shrubbery around the solar panels he would change his vote.       

TREE HOUSE HORROR STORY:  Windmoor South subdivision is small by any standard of subdivisions.  There are only 13 homes and one has been vacant for a long time after the death of the resident. 

The two main people involved in this story are well respected citizens who serve on city boards and commissions. 

Dr. Mike Orgel, is a 73-year-old internist.  I know Mike from the year I chaired the Public Works commission where he has been a long time commissioner.  I thought he was one of the better commissioners.  He easily grasped complicated subjects matter and asked intelligent questions. 

Three years ago Mike’s wife died from a brain tumor.  A year later he remarried. He and his new wife Kathy have a total of eight grand children.  They thought it would be nice if they built a tree house for the kids to play in when they visited.  They started building the tree house without getting any permission or permits.  That certainly turned out to be a mistake. 

As I mentioned Windmoor South is a small subdivision.  There are only two trustees.  One of the trustees is James E. Crowly, Jr.  Jim is also the chairman of the Board of Adjustment.  I have found the Board of Adjustment to be one of the few areas of city government where favoritism or local politics don’t show up.  In other words I have a lot of respect for Mr. Crowley. 

In February and again last Monday Mike Orgel make the case no one has come to him saying they were against the tree house. Mike seemed to be spinning this for the best angle possible. 

Orgel made the case that the tree house would not be a violation of the subdivision indentures because it is not a storage structure or an auxiliary living structure.  However, the Board of Aldermen does not and cannot enforce subdivision indentures.  That is a civil matter for the HOA to enforce. (Tim Welby apparently isn’t aware of this, because at one point during the proceeding he said he is a trustee of his subdivision so he would be against the tree house if the Trustees were against it.  As an alderman Welby’s only concern should be the city ordinances.)  

If not for Jim Crowley speaking one would think this was a non-issue.  However, when Crowley spoke in January and again in February, he pointed out that he and the other subdivision trustee, Bob Fitzgerald, voted against the tree house. He said they felt it violated the subdivision indentures and sent a letter to Dr. Orgel on August 9 denying the tree house.   He also made it clear that the Planning and Zoning Commission voted unanimously against the tree house. 

In January the Board of Aldermen with a hot issue decided to do what they do best…pass on it.  They continued the matter to February.

At the February meeting Mike and Kathy Orgel both spoke.  Mike stated this was just another episode of “As the World Changes Windmoor South.”

Neighbor Peggy Brown spoke in favor of the tree house.

“I have sentimental feelings for tree houses and swimming pools,” Brown said. 

Another neighbor John Powers spoke against the tree house saying it was a visual nuisance, an attractive nuisance and is a violation of the indentures.   

Then Orgel’s next door neighbor spoke and said he did not see the tree house being a problem at all.

The other trustee, Fitzgerald spoke and admitted voting against the tree house.  He then added.

“My issue is when you look at the indentures today nowhere do they list a tree house as an out building.”

Fitzgerald went on to say that he surveyed homeowners and some were for it and some were against it.  He added while he voted against the tree house, his wife had a different opinion.

SLANDER & LIBEL CLAIM:  But the fireworks flew when Crowley spoke at the last meeting. Crowley spent 15 minutes speaking.  The one thing he was very upset about was a letter sent to the Aldermen by Kathy Orgel that claimed in May while at a party across the street from their house, attended by Crowley, a number of people including Crowley walk over to look at the tree house and all thought it was wonderful. 

Crowley proclaimed that it was a lie, and he had been slandered and libeled and his reputation had been defamed. He said while he was at the party he never left and never went to Orgel’s yard and never looked at the tree house. He demanded an apology. 

Just when the last speaker on the matter was done, Kathy Orgel asked to speak again.  Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Dalton was denying her request, when she said she wanted to apologize.  Dalton then gave her the floor. 

Mrs. Orgel emotionally told Jim Crowley how sorry she was.  She explained the party across from their house was the first one in the neighbor she had attended since marrying Mike.  She said she misidentified the people who went to their yard to look at the tree house and had honestly thought Mr. Crowley was one of them.  She was both upset and sincere. Mr. Crowley accepted her apology.         

Instead of voting on this, the Aldermen continued it.  Another large group of people left the chambers shaking their heads.   

MORE GOOD PRESS:  Stephen Deere of the Post-Dispatch was at the meeting and it appears as if he will do an article on the tree house caper.

I have a feeling this can only show the world how the “rich folks” in Town and County are against all things regular Americans would cherish.   

I have mixed feelings on this.  I have nothing against the tree house.  Where I grew up in Webster Groves our next door neighbor had two possible death traps for kids.  A swimming pool and an 8-foot high tree house, which I fell out of once. 

On the other hand you have to remember where you are.  T&C is full of building rules and regulations.  But if you turn down someone for putting up a tree house should you not be consistent and turn down someone wanting to put up a 900 square foot power plant?  Likewise, if you approve the 900 square feet of solar panels next to others’ property, shouldn’t you approve a tree house if it is okay with the next door neighbor?

NO SPECIAL PROSECUTOR YET:  In January the Board of Aldermen voted to hire a special prosecutor to investigate the David Karney threatening email case.  This is the case where an email was sent to Fred Meyland-Smith suggesting he be killed instead of deer.  A police investigation showed the email was sent using a fictitious email account under the name of “J. Storehouse” and was sent from Kanrey’s computer at his office. 

Karney admits it came from his computer, but denies being the person who sent it and will not say who sent it. I have written in early newsletters that I think it was Karney.

Hiring a special prosecutor would mean spending $150-to-$200 an hour.  Something during a recession that seems to be an irresponsible thing to do, especially since many on the board have to think it was Karney who wrote and sent the email. 

Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton stated he would hire a special prosecutor immediately after the resolution was passed in January. I sent an email to City Administrator/Police Chief John Copeland asking if a special prosecutor had been hired.  

“Not yet” was his reply on February 16.          

2010 ACIDENTS AND TRAFFIC CITATIONS FOR 2010:  The last two years I gave my opinion on the heavy amount of traffic citations written on the Interstates compared with overall accidents. 

MOVE OVER CHARLACK:  In 2009 Town and Country saw 13% of the general fund financed by fines in municipal court.  The 2010 budget presented by Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton called for 15.2% of the general fund to be financed by traffic fines.  However due to a bigger downturn in overall revenues the city laid-off two cops for the last 3-monhts of the year. The city saw an increase in the general fund coming from traffic tickets, but it did not reach the 15.2% goal, instead falling short at 13.4%.

TALE OF TWO CITIES: The 2011 budget projects 14.5% of the general fund to be financed through traffic fines. Compare that with Chesterfield where they projecting just 6.2% of the general fund coming from court fines.  Chesterfield is three times larger than T&C with three times more cops and will be writing less traffic citations. 

CITY STREETS BEING IGNORED IN FAVOR OF THE HIGHWAYS:  In 2009 accidents on the Interstates accounted for 65% of the accidents with the city streets having just 35% of the accidents.  However the percentage of traffic tickets written was way out of whack with tickets on the Interstates accounting for 82% of all citations issued.  Only 18% of traffic tickets were issued on city streets.

In 2010 accidents on city streets went up 8% to 43% as Interstate accidents dropped to 57% of all accidents.  HOWEVER traffic citations on the interstates actually increased to 83%!   

Enough editorializing here are the 2010 traffic stats:

 2010 Accident and Citations

I-270                  2010        2009        2008       Change
Acc                      125          175          144           -50

Citations            3076        3924       2729*        -848      

Cits per acc        24.6         22.4                         +2.2

Cits per day          8.4         10.8                         -2.4

*  2008 total was for only moving violations

I-64/Hwy 40        303          259          174           +44

Citations            3395       3216       2,367*        +179

Cits per acc        11.2        12.4                           -1.2 

Cits per day         9.3          8.8                            +0.5

* 2008 total was for only moving violations

Hwy 141               60             66            55             -6

Citations            1125          915          954*       +210

Cits per acc        18.8          13.9                        +4.9

Cits per day          3.1           2.5                         +0.6

* 200 total was for only moving violations

Divided Highway Totals

Accidents           488         500          373             -12

Citations           7596       8055                          -459

Cits per acc       15.6        16.1                           -0.5     

Cits per day        21          22.1                           -1.1

Secondary Roads

                        2010      2009       2008       Change

Ladue Rd             6           5               7              + 1

Citations               7         10              5*              +1

Cits per acc       1.2         2.0                                 0

Cits per day      0.02      0.03                            -0.01 

Conway Rd          9           7              7               +2

Citations             23         28           17*               -5 

Cits per acc       2.6          4                           -1.44

Cits per day     0.06        0.08                        -0.02

Woods Mill           47        52            26               -5

Citations             121      111            83*           +10

Cits per acc         2.6       2.1                            -0.5

Cits per day       0.33      0.30                         +0.03

Bopp Rd                0           1              0                 -1          

Citations              12          21           20*                -9     

Cits per acc         n/a         21              

Cits per day       0.03       0.06                            -0.03 

Ballas Rd              42          49           91                -7

Citations               70           35           91             +35

Cits per acc         1.7          0.7            1                +1

Cits per day       0.19        0.10                          +0.09    

Clayton Rd           76         51           77              +25

Citations              393       750         419*             -357

Cits per acc          5.2      14.7                              -9.5

Cits per day         1.1       2.05                            -0.95 

Topping Rd            0           0                1                  0

Citations               75         69               27               +6

Cits per acc                                          27                 0

Cits per day        0.21      0.19                              +0.02

Mason Rd Clayton to N City Limits

Acc                       25         29              13                -4

Citations              123       166            141*             -43

Cits per acc          4.9        5.7                               -0.8

Cits per day         0.34      0.45                            -0.11   

Mason Rd Clayton to S City Limits

Acc                         2          4                2                 -2

Citations                 8          5                5                +3

Cits per acc            4      1.25            2.5            +2.75

Cits per day       0.02      0.01                             +0.01

                                 2010               2009               Change

Weidman  Rd              2                    2                         0

Citations                     43                   58                    -15

Cits per acc             21.5                   29                   -7.5

Cits per day             0.12                0.16                  -0.04

Mason Ridge Rd         0                      1                     -1

Citations                  110                    96                    +14

Cits per acc             n/a                     96

Cits per day             0.3                  0.26                   +0.04

Municipal Cntr Dr      1                        2                      -1

Citations                    0                        8                     -8

Cits per acc               0                        4                     -4

Cits per day               0                     0.02    

Des Peres Rd            4                       6                      -2

Citations                   16                     12                     +4

Cits per acc                4                       2                     +2

Cits per day             0.04                  0.03               +0.01   

South Outer 40          22                    24                   -2

Citations                   203                  310               -107

Cits per acc               9.2                 12.9                 -3.7

Cits per day             0.56                 0.85              -0.29

North Outer 40          29                   40                  -11

Citations                    55                   38                 +17

Cits per acc              1.9                   1.9                    0

Cits per day             0.15                 0.10            +0.05

TOTAL                  2010                2009           Change    

Accidents               857                   861                 -4

Citations               9178                 9772             -594 

Cits per acc           10.7                11.4               -0.7

Cits per day           25.1                26.8               -1.7     

Percent of Accidents on Divided Highways

                     2010                 2009

                       57%                  65%

Percent of Accidents on City Streets

                     43%                    35%

Percent of Citations on Divided Highways

                     83%                     81%

Percent of Citations on City Streets

                      17%                     19%

Clayton Road Center Turn Lane

Clayton Road Traffic Crash Comparison

January 1 –  December 31

From Mason Road to Bopp Lane


TOTAL
Property Damage
Injury

2010
16
14
2

2009
6
3
3

2008
19
16
3

Installation of Center Turn Lane

2007
14
12
2

2006
17
10
0

ONE ODD OBIT:  I ran across an obituary of an 88-year-old widow who lived in Ward-2  for 50-years.  The obit was placed in the Post-Dispatch by her daughter a little over a month after her death.  I will leave the person’s name out of it and pick it up in the middle of the obit where her daughter is listing some of her mother’s achievements:

“…World traveler; downhill skier; ice skater and golfer; collector of fine antiques; And last, but not least, the other woman for 18 years…”

TOWN and COUNTRY’S PRESTIGIOUS LABEL TAKES SOME HITS:

PR wise January was not a few bad days in Town and Country; it has been a bad month. Call out the ghost of Al Fleishman! 

I had a goal in 2008 when I was elected to a two-year term to the Town and Country Board of Aldermen. I had hoped to get the word “prestigious” removed from the city’s website. I failed miserably.  

The website proclaims, “Town and Country is a prestigious suburban community…”

I maintain truly prestigious cities don’t have to tell people they are prestigious and ones that do could easily be accused of being pretentious. The City of Beverly Hills website gives its population and mentions that it is located next to Los Angeles, West Hollywood, Santa Monica and Culver City. It does not say how wealthy it is. It doesn’t need to.  

The website of the most affluent community in suburban Washington, DC, Chevy Chase Village, Maryland states when it was developed, when it become a city and that it has its own police department. Nowhere on the website does it mention that it has one of the highest concentrations of Blue Bloods on the East Coast.  Nor does discus the value of the homes (even the Cape Cods on ¼ acre lots are $1 million homes).  There is no need to. 

But Town and Country is sticking with the proclamation that it is “prestigious.” And the month of January was a tough one for a city making that claim. 

On January 10 the Board of Aldermen voted to censure former mayor and current alderman David Karney for allowing threatening emails to be sent from his computer to a fellow alderman using an email address set up under a fictitious name. A lengthy police investigation proved the email and others were sent from Karney’s computer. However, Karney would not say who sent the emails. 

That action resulted in two articles and two opinion columns on AOL websites, two articles in the St. Louis Post Dispatch, one article in the West County Journal and the Riverfront Times. KMOX radio, KTVI and KMOV television also had coverage on the censure.  

St. Louis’ popular columnist Bill McClellan followed those articles with his third column in 13 months about Town and Country. McClellan poked fun at the “prestigious” label and my attempt to get rid of it. He then took a jab or two at Mayor Jon Dalton who claims to provide dignified leadership, Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith who was unhappy with McClellan’s prior columns and finally Kareny, not for the threatening email, but for having an email account under a fake name. 

This was followed nine days later by Town and Country municipal prosecutor Keith Cheung taking an undetermined leave of absence when it became clear that he was going to be disciplined by the Missouri Supreme Court for sending a note to an Associate Circuit judge in Clayton during a bench trial urging him to find the defendant guilty, which caused a mistrial and then lying about it.  It was later announced that he was not likely coming back to the post in T&C.

Post-Dispatch special investigations reporter Jeremy Kohler broke this story.  Kohler is familiar with Cheung. He featured Cheung in a 2009 series on how drunk drivers avoid convictions in St. Louis County. In that article Kohler wrote about how Cheung offered a deal in the case of John D. McGuire, who Town and Country Police arrested for driving 100 mph on Highway 40 and DWI having a blood alcohol reading 3-times the legal limit. That deal resulted with McGuire getting no conviction that might blemish his driving record. 

McGuire was arrested again for DWI when he was driving off the city hall parking lot after accepting the deal from Cheung. Yep, he drove to court drunk. Cheung did not attempt to revoke the probation that had just been granted. The cops were smart enough to keep the new case away from Cheung and filed it in the state courts in Clayton. McGuire picked up two more DWI arrests, in Ladue and Chesterfield. Cheung still did not try to revoke McGuire’s probation. He finally did when Kohler was preparing his articles. 

Cheung is a partner in a Clayton law firm with Town and Country city attorney Steve Garrett. He was the prosecutor in Ballwin until he resigned two weeks ago.  Frontenac and the former prosecutor in the notorious South County speed trap of Bella Villa. He is also the city judge in Ladue. 

 As a resident in Town and Country and someone who worked for 30-years in law enforcement, I have to wonder if the city could not find a better prosecutor long before this incident.

But wait there is more!

On January 24 the Town and Country Board of Alderman put the spotlight back on Karney when they voted to hire a special prosecutor to continue investigating the threatening email case. This generated more articles on this website and in the Post-Dispatch and Journal. 

The next day Karney withdrew from the upcoming April municipal elections. This move was followed by another column on a local news website and another article in the Post-Dispatch two days later.      

It that wasn’t bad enough a week earlier Karney finished third in voting on the Riverfront Times website as being the jerk* of the week.  (*actually the Riverfront Times uses a most descriptive term than jerk.) 

The old adage that there is no such thing as bad publicity is clearly being put to the test in Town and Country. It’s something that you might not expect in a prestigious community.  

I’m thinking that maybe only August Busch IV may have had a worse month with public relations. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY JOURNALISM REVIEW:  

Town & Style:  The editors of Ladue News fled Lee Enterprises to compete with their former publication by starting Town & Style. This publication looks a lot like the Ladue News, with the one exception, instead of being found in high-end stores in high-end communities, it is being mailed to homes located in the “right” zip codes. 

The Ladue News was a bit of an oxymoron, since they never covered any actual news from Ladue. You were not going to find arrests, lawsuits or stories how a former police chief accuses the mayor of ordering him to have the cops stop and write traffic tickets to blacks.  So I was interested to see a column titled “Town Talk” by Bill Beggs, Jr.  

“Town Talk” doesn’t just cover Ladue, Frontenac, T&C and Clayton.  They added Olivette (big money homes south of Olive), Chesterfield, U-City, Kirkwood, Webster, the Central West End and even slightly blue collar Ballwin.      

Unfortunately all Mr. Beggs did was write 100 words recaps of stories that have appeared in the Post-Dispatch.  I realize that many people in Town & Style’s target audience don’t read the Post-Dispatch because they still consider it controlled by the editorial board of Pravda, but you would think Town & Style could do better than lift stories from the daily paper.    

Another section in Town & Style is “Heard in the Halls.”  This is two pages of naming dropping among West County’s 5th-to-7th grade set.  The big thing in publication today is to direct stories toward “mommies.”  God knows status seeking West County moms are going to try and get something about their kid or kid’s school in this section and will tear to it every week when it arrives in the mail. But, really the best thing for kids in school is to learn and develop good interpersonal relationships AND NOT GET THEIR NAME OR PHOTO IN A SOCIETY MAGAZINE!

WEST MAGAZINE:   Ted Dixon, Jr., a writer for West Magazine, used to cover Town and Country.  I was always amazed how inept he was.  He was always missing the good story for one that he could do without much work.  Many of his stories were lopsided slanted toward just one side of the story.  West Magazine has been famous for interviewing Mariette Palmer for her hair brained thoughts on deer and other pressing matters that she knows little about. (Palmer believes that experts with the Dept, of Conservation lie about deer herd issues because they like hunters.)

In a recent issue of West Magazine, instead of getting a true expert on the subject of honeysuckle, Dixon interviewed Claire Chosid, whose claim of being a “master gardener” apparently makes her an expert on honeysuckle.  If it was me, I’d be getting quotes from someone who is paid to know about honeysuckle.              

CARTOONS:  
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