EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 16

January 15, 2011

By  John Hoffmann

JANUARY 10, 2011 BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING:

THE CENSURE:  The event the TV stations and a several reporters plus members of the public were all waiting for; was at the end of the evening. 

The censure of former mayor and current alderman David Karney was last on the agenda; or in Karney’s case…the docket. 

In October an email was sent from an unknown person “Jeff Storehouse” (a name that later turned out to be fictitious) to Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith which recommended that aldermen like Meyland-Smith should be shot. The email was turned over to the police who after getting a grand jury subpoena traced the email account to Karney. 

Karney claimed he allowed a constituent to use his computer and the alias email account to write Meyland–Smtih an email about his work to raise money to hire sharpshooters to kill deer in Town and Country.      

Before voting on the censure Fred Meyland-Smith read a prepared statement, which included:

“Whether or not Mr. Karney sent the threatening October 8 message or it was sent by another individual as Mr. Karney claims is not the central issue here.  The fact is there was a harassing deceitful action taken, directly or indirectly, by Mr. Karney that has the ultimate effect of attempting to impair an elected official from freely discharging the responsibilities of the office.”

That was also my position in an editorial opinion column I wrote for the AOL website, TownandCountry-Manchesterpatch.com.  

http://townandcountry-manchester.patch.com/articles/one-town-and-country-alderman-receives-a-threatening-e-mail-that-leads-to-another-aldermans-censure
Myself and almost all the other aldermen has received email from “Jeff Storehouse,” “J Storehouse” or “Jay Storehouse” which all turned out to be Karney. 

I have to ask, what the heck is an elected official doing with alias email address?  It is just plain creepy. 

In 2009 when Karney was trying to get back on the Board of Aldermen and running against an insurance company in-house attorney who was backed by Mayor Jon Dalton, he told the deer lovers group that included Mariette Palmer that he was against killing deer.  He would then take others aside and say how he told them what they wanted to hear just to keep them on his good side. “First you have to get elected,” he told me when I questioned him on it. 

THE TRUTH CAN BE A DIFFICULT THING TO FIND:  In the emailgate caper Karney has been all over the place making it impossible to believe anything he says.    

Knowing that I was going to write quite a bit about this, Karney was kind enough to meet with me when he was giving a “no comment” to others calling him. I did not do a formal interview.  Instead I listened to his story.  His story was he was at meeting with some residents at one of their houses when a single mother expressed she was frustrated because she wanted to send Meyland-Smith an email about his fundraising to finance sharpshooting of deer, but was afraid to use her email. Karney told me he invited her to his office as he had an “untraceable” email account and let her use his computer. 

However according to the Town and Country police report, Karney told Det. Gaicopelli and Det. Sgt. Kranz that he held the meeting with the residents at his office at 14358 S Outer Forty Road.  

However, Post-Dispatch reporter Stephen Deere reported in the 01/11/11 edition of the Post-Dispatch that Karney said he was meeting with six residents in his basement on October 8 when he allowed one of them who was upset with the deer control fundraising to get on a nearby laptop and send the email to Meyland-Smith. 

The police report indicated that the email was sent from a PC at Karney’s office and not his house.        

As Ricky might say to Lucy…”you got some splaining to do” for Karney’s stories don’t match up. 

You might want to believe Karney when he said he was trying to protect the identity of the women who send the message.  But it becomes impossible to believe him when Meyland-Smith received another email from “Jeff Storehouse” on September 16, 2010 complaining about his holding deer control fundraising meetings.   

Both emails begin, “Alderman Smith,”  Karney has for sometime privately made fun of Meyland-Smith’s hyphenated name. Both greetings have a comma and not a semicolon. 

THE CATHOLIC WAY: When I met with Karney and he showed me the resolution, which contained the email: 

"Alderman Smith, 

"You should be ashamed of yourself. The deer are what make Town and Country such a nice place to live. It's aldermen like you who should be shot.

"I will go to our house of G-D this weekend and pray for you. It seems you have lost your Christian values.

"Hope that someday you will realize your sins in this wasteful killing of wildlife."

I question him what the G-D was all about.

 Karney, who is Jewish, told me that Catholics aren’t allowed to spell out God.  Well this was news to me, as I was born and was brought up as a Catholic.  My wife attended Catholic grade school and high school.  She went to a Catholic University.  I have a sister-in-law who recently retired as a Catholic school principal. This was the first time I have ever heard that Catholics cannot write out the word God. 

However when I Google’d this G-D spelling I found it was a Jewish thing.  I found the website “Ask the Rabbi” and the following:

1.  Ask the Rabbi - Why some Jews spell God, "G-d"?
Reform Rabbi Jeffrey W. Goldwasser explains why some Jews spell God, "G-d." ... Some Reform Jews observe the custom of spelling God as "G-d." Most do not. ... this practice if it is done out of respect and reverence for God.
All this leads me to believe without any doubt that Karney lied about the woman sending the email and he was the lone and sole person responsible for sending the email to Fred Meyland-Smith stating the aldermen like him should be shot. 

DISAPPOINTED:  I was disappointed that no one in Ward-4 within two days of the alias emails becoming public has filed to oppose Karney in the April Aldermanic election. 

I was also disappointed that KMOV television reporter Maggie Crane, who attended the meeting, did not use the best footage of the night from the Censure discussion and vote.  That was Meyland-Smith’s adult children coming to the meeting and lecturing Karney. 

“I want you to fully understand the impact that your actions had, not only on our father, but my mother who is sitting here this evening. It is inexcusable to allow someone, who you say went into your personal office, used your personal email, and sent an email from an account that you have responsibility for, threatening my father. Unacceptable!”

Amiee Meyland-Smith Jones followed her brother.

“Mr. Karney that is my dad!  You have participated in an action that has caused him and my mother and others who love them unneeded emotional distress.”

NOT SURPRISED:  In the police report Det. Giacopelli reported that while meeting with Karney on December 1 after developing Karney as the suspect in the “Common Assault” case (putting another in fear) he advised Karney not to contact Meyland-Smith.  Five minutes after Det. Giacopelli and Det. Sgt. Kranz left Karney’s office, Karney called Meyland-Smith.  If charges had been filed on the common assault, this would have also opened Karney to a witness tampering charge.    

Finally I was very disappointed that all the regulars who show up and read statements meeting after meeting about bad government in Town and Country and the slaughter of deer, didn’t have anything to say on the matter. When it involved a pro-deer email that included the threat to shoot aldermen, none of these people had anything to say.  Once again to some of these people the lives of deer are far more important than the lives of people. 

Here is the link to a second editorial opinion piece I wrote for Patch.com:

 http://townandcountry-manchester.patch.com/articles/town-and-countrys-case-of-the-mysterious-e-mailing-woman
THE REST OF THE MEETING:

REFUSAL TO MAKE A HARD DECISION:  Large crowds were at the meeting for two other matters.  In both cases instead of making the decisions they are paid  to make the Board of Aldermen punted.

The first was for permission of the property owners building the nice French Provincial-English Castle-Fort at 905 Claymark Drive to put a power plant in their neighbors’ backyards.

For a second time I watched a presentation by Dr. Joe Gira’s solar panel contractor, where he said the array of 27-foot long solar panels would be basically out of sight.  He failed  to mention how they would be out of sight of the homeowners but directly in the sight of all the neighbors who live in the Essex point subdivision. 

The solar company guy painted the new owners as being saints who wanted to stop burnt coal from polluting the air. He didn’t mention he was planning on placing an electrical power plant behind a retaining wall that was basically in the neighbors’ backyards.  

Alderman Phil Behnen didn’t have any questions but wanted to say how all the members of the Architectural Review Board loved the house and how the family building the house had gone above and beyond what they needed to do for their neighbors.  

This was a public hearing with a court reporter present.  All the residents who showed up basically let Dr. Dorothy Cooke do the talking.  That’s a shame, they all should have looked the aldermen in their eyes and told them what they think. 

Dr. Cooke properly described the arrays that would be immediately against her yard and her neighbor’s yard as an electrical production facility. She correctly stated that the city does not allow large satellite but is okay with numerous 27-foot long solar panels abutting neighbor’s yards.         

Dr. Joe Williamson, who doesn’t live in the neighborhood, but has a lot of common sense, did address the aldermen after hearing the solar presentation and Dr. Cooke.  Dr. Williamson said what I thought was the obvious but wasn’t to at least Phil Behnen.  Dr. Williamson said the couple building the home should have thought about their house and garage taking up so much of the lot that the only place to put the unsightly solar panels was next to all the neighbors’ yards before they began construction.  

Another resident whose backyard directly  abuts where the majority of the solar panels will be located attempted to speak, but Mayor Dalton hammered down the gavel closing the public hearing and told the resident he could speak when the matter came up on the regular agenda. 

 If you missed it, there are photos of the house and the retaining wall where they want to place the solar panels in my Ex-Alderman Newsletter #12.  Just go to the website http://johnhoffmann.net  and scroll down to #12 or click on the newsletter link.

The board decided to take no action on this matter and send it back to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  So, all the residents who made it to city hall on a snowy winter night will have to return in a few weeks if they want their voices heard by the P&Z Commission.  Then they will have to come back to yet another Board of Aldermen meeting.  Some call this the “Wear Them Down” ploy.

THE NEXT GROUP TO GET WORN DOWN WERE THE ANTI PARKING LOT PEOPLE:    A resolution introduced by Alderwoman Lynn Wright to spend $19,500 to study the design for more parking at Longview park put a lot of butts in seats of this meeting.  The neighbors are not happy about the expansion of anything at Longview Park after having been promised 11 years ago that it would be a passive park.

A folder full of printed emails and letters from residents against spending any money toward more parking had been received.  Several more residents spoke on the matter.

Then the issue after two continuances was tabled and sent back to the Parks Commission. This was another case of the Board of Aldermen afraid to take action. Lynn Wright had tried to quietly sneak this through at the first meeting in December only to see opposition build and build.

Now the Board has sent the matter back to Wright’s commission who wanted the expanded parking lot to begin with.  The problem is they can’t rent the new glass Conference Center they built onto the Longview House. 

Wright wanted to expand parking by as much as 136%.  The neighbors are claiming that expanded prking will no longer keep the park “passive.” 

They make a strong case.  Since the $1.5 million was spent on the addition it has seen almost no rentals. It received less than $4,000 in rentals in 2010, while the employee hired to manage rentals is making over $30,000 a year in salary and benefits.

I can only see the Park Commission under Lynn’s insistence to vote to send the matter back to the Board of Aldermen.  Two meetings ago mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton stated that the need for increase parking was a safety issue not based on the conference center use.  It appears as if he is now backpedaling on his earlier statement.

I am always amazed how a guy who can shill for the cigarette industry in Jefferson City can later come to Board of Aldermen meetings and talk about being worried about residents’ health, safety and welfare.

KARNEY COMES OUT AGAINST SCHOOL SAFETY:  The other matter of interest was the establishment of a School Zone around the Mason Ridge Elementary School.  As I mentioned before I am amazed that there has not been a school zone at Mason Ridge for the last 30 years.

The Police Commission voted against the school zone in October much to the surprise of the police department and school and school district officials.  The Police Commission then reversed itself in November voting to recommend the zone, with only completely unqualified member Dorothy Rogers holding out as a “no” vote.

To get this passed the Parkway School District has agreed to pay for the installation of signs and flashing lights.

The matter is now before the Board of Aldermen on a first reading. 

During the work session Karney loudly announced he was against the school zone. He stated that cars now speed past the school and “no amount of signs or flashing lights will slow them down.”

That is an interesting statement from any politician to admit there is a safety problem and then announce he was against taking any action to try and make it safer.

It is even more interesting in the case of Karney who was going to be censured later in the evening for sending threatening emails to another alderman using a fictitious email account, to announce he was against a bill dealing with school safety.
Tim Welby then began hemming and hawing about not liking the reduced speeds.  The speeds originally were going to go from 35-to25 on about 700 feet of mason Road and from 45-35 on the outer road.  The Mason Road speed limit for the school zone during school hours was changed in the bill to just drop from 35mph to 30 mph. before I could figure out if Tim was upset about the new lowered speeds being too high or too low, Dalton moved on to another topic. 

THE APRIL ELECTION:  Four days after the Karney “emailgate” story broke, I find it amazing that no one else has signed up to run in Ward-4. Karney who sent an email to a fellow alderman suggesting he be shot under a fictitious name, has no competition five days before the filing period closes.  I have to think this would cost an opponent almost nothing to win.  The drawback would be you would then have to deal with the Daltonites on the Board of Aldermen. 

WARD 2:  It is still Tim “I’m on probation for Ethics Violations” Welby and Carl “I haven’t paid my real estate taxes for two years” Strasser, Jr. 

I was 90% ready to file at the last minute next Tuesday.  But after my wife expressed her opinion on the matter I am now 90% against filing. 

Here are the Pros and Cons:

PRO                                                       CON 

I am the far more qualified person          There is no ground swell of people asking me

                                                                to run or offering to campaign on their block or 

                                                                subdivision. 

I have always paid my taxes on time.     I sent out a questionnaire to a number of 

Strasser is two years in arrears on his    people asking if I should run.   I did not

real estate taxes. But who cares?           receive 50% of them back. 

I have never been fined or on probat-      25-years of looking cool (smoking) has given

ion for any offense .  Welby violated        me enough emphysema that I’m out of breath

ethics laws from 2006-2009. He is still    after knocking on doors of houses on hills

on probation. But who cares? 

Strasser has had to hire well connected   Being featured in three Bill McClellan columns  

former prosecutors to represent him         as a good guy in the last 13 months isn’t  

after DWI and other traffic arrests.            necessarily good when the columns make fun                                                   

                                                                  of Town and Country.

I never tried to leave town in the    

middle of an elected term.                         

Welby put his house up for sale and

tried to move to Chesterfield this time       Remembering nice people who would put my

last year.                                                    sign in their yard only to get hateful phone  

                                                                  calls late at night. 

Never had a judgment filed against me     Having to quit my jobs writing opinion 

Strasser has had several                           columns on local politics for two 

                                                                   AOL websites.  They actually pay me to

If I would get re-elected I could vote         write those things! 

against the reappointment of     

Mariette Palmer to the Conservation         Receiving unsigned hate mail about deer.

Commission and , Dorothy Rogers to

the Police Commission.                             Receiving unsigned hate mail about other  

                                                                   issues

A few comments of people who I asked if I should run or if they would consider running got my attention. 

“ I suspect that despite differences among the Aldermen, they would circle the wagons in support of Tim, so if you plan on keeping your campaign very simple I believe your  odds become difficult.”  
“John,

I perceive that nobody is looking for management experience from anyone: if I thought management experience would be accepted, I would be glad to help out.  I find most things (at city hall) somewhere between a benevolent dictatorship and a private club.”

“Do you still want to serve? “

Telephone and in person responses included:

“Why do you want to put up with those people again?”

“I’d vote for you but I think you can get more done on the outside.”

AND ANOTHER REASON:  The top estate sale in the St. Louis area on January 15, 2011 was on N. Topping Estates at the home of the late Fern E. O’Neal. Fern was 88-years-old when she died on December2.  She and my mother, who died in 2005, were both real estate agents with Ira E. Berry.

When I was elected to the Board of Aldermen in 2008 by 3 votes, Fern drove to City Hall to vote. When she left the polls she stopped by where I was handing out campaign leaflets and said she voted for me as a favor to my mother.  This gave me a warm and fuzzy feeling that my dead mother helped me get elected.   

FIRE CONTRACT… NOT REALLY:  There really isn’t a new fire & EMS service contract. What was finally approved not by the board of aldermen but by only the mayor on New Year’s Eve was a one-year extension of the existing contract. Keep in mind that the existing contract had a one-year automatic extension clause if the city would announce a new fire and EMS service provider.  This means we are locked into West Co. EMS & Fire through 2012. 

DEER ACCIDENT INFORMATION:

Here are the deer-vehicle accident locations and times for 2010:

Ladue Road and Hunter Farms

01/0110  7:09pm

03-27-10   2:40am

Ladue Road and Babler Road

11-24-10   8:21pm

Ladue Road and Bellerive/Pebble Acres/Bon Chateau

02-11-10  10:33am

11-30-10    5:31pm

12-31-10    9:45am

Conway near Pebble Acres/Killearn

07-24-10   10:44am

09-07-10    8:46pm

11-15-10    5:28pm

Mason Road north side of Hwy 40

01-26-10   9:13pm

12-31-10   9:45am

Mason and Ridgecreek

01/02/10  7:02pm

Mason and Bamblewood Acres

01/05/10  9:40pm

Mason and Starbuck

12-07-10   5:53pm

Mason Road and Weston Park

06-07-10   8:09pm

Mason and Kings Glen

03-09-10  6:40pm

Mason Road and Buckland Hall

01-14-10  5:51pm

Mason and Park Place

10-23-10   6:11pm

Mason and Peacock Farm

12-10-10    3:10am

12-23-10    6:02pm

Mason and Thornhill 

01/04/10  5:31pm

Mason Road and Mason Grove

01-30-10  10:16am

Clayton Road and Des Peres/Municipal Center Drive

04-20-10   2:18am

09-24-10   1:37am

Clayton Rd and Claymark/Topping

12-26-10   12:25am

Clayton Rd at Takara/Tammany/Chapel Hill Estates

06-06-10   10:02pm

08-07-10    5:58pm

11-18-10    5:23pm

Clayton and Rutherford Lane

02-11-10   8:51pm

Clayton Road and Mason Road

02-27-10   6:34pm 

06-01-10   3:44pm

11-15-10   6:46pm

Clayton Road and Mason Ridge 

01-09-10  8:11pm

12-07-10   6:32pm

Clayton Road and Weidman

01-29-10   5:40pm

02-10-10   7:08pm

09-27-10   1:44pm

10-13-10   7:47am

Clayton and 141

11-04-10    8:14pm

Takara Court

03-01-10   8:13pm

Topping and Brightwoods

02-14-10   7:57am

Municipal Center Drive

06-05-10    4:34pm

11-28-10    6:37pm

Brook Mill Road

12-27-10   12:40pm

Woods Mill Rd and Lamp and Lantern

03-01-10   6:15am

I-64 near Hwy 141

09-04-10   6:57am

10-25-10   11:35pm

I-64 at or near Maryville Center

07-03-10   3:44pm

10-18-10   1:00am

11-04-10   2:55am

12-05-10    5:42am

I-64 near Mason

04-05-10   11:40pm

04-21-10    5:11pm

05-18-10    5:44am

11-07-10    8:03pm

I-64 near 270

05-16-10   5:47am

06-16-10   2:33am

North Outer 40 at Mason or east of Mason

04-24-10   3:53am 

I-270 at I-64

10-04-10   11:38am

10-08-10    5:43am

11-01-10   11:52am

11-09-10     9:41pm

I-270 at Clayton or south of Clayton 

04-28-10   1:00am

07-04-10   4:53am

08-28-10   11:57pm

10-21-10    5:04am

10-24-10    2:02am

10-28-10   11:04pm

Hwy 141 at or near I-64

04-10-10   5:02am

09-30-10   4:11am

10-23-10    8:54am

Highway 141 at Woods Mill Exit

04-12-10   8:29pm

Highway 141 at Clayton or S of Clayton Rd

04-15-10    8:43pm 

06-07-10   10:03am

09-09-10   12:48am

10-16-10   11:24pm

10-21-10    8:28pm

10-31-10   11:52pm

MISOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION FINALLY GIVES A HONEST OVERVIEW OF TOWN & COUNTRY DEER CONTROL:  Erin Shank a wildlife expert with the Missouri Department of Conservation  over the years had been careful about not saying too much concerning the deer situation in T&C.  However in an interview with reporter Carlos Restrepo of Patch.com she spoke her mind.  Here is part of the article and her recent statements:

Erin Shank, urban wildlife biologist at the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC), has worked with Town and Country and other municipalities as a technical adviser on the issue of deer management. Shank said the drug in question is PZP (Porcine Zona Pellucida), which is FDA approved.

Shank said the disadvantage of this drug is that is not permanent, and the doe have to be given an booster every year. 

"It would be even more expensive and inefficient than surgical sterilization," Shank explained.

 The deer task force also recommended that surgical sterilization be vigorously pursued, PZP would not be used at that time and lethal means must be used until sterilization has an impact. 

Shank said sterilization will not reduce Town and Country's problem.

"It is about as inefficient as it gets," Shank said. "You would need to sterilize about 80 percent in order to reduce the population. That is not realistic — it's almost impossible. It's highly inefficient, time consuming and stressful on the animal."

Shank said she understands the Town and Country government is trying to please its constituents, but the city will continue to suffer from an overpopulation of deer until lethal methods are increased.



"They can try to discredit our agency and our service," Shank said. "But city leadership has to step up and say 'enough is enough.' If you are not going to manage your deer with sharpshooting, you are going to manage them with your cars."

 STILL DOESN’T GET IT:  I was at a recent Conservation Commission meeting listening to member-after-member misspeak on deer issues.  Chairman Al Gerber, who disagrees with Erin Shank and thinks deer sterilization is the way to go for deer control, made one misinformed statement after another himself.   

My favorite was that the police needed to do more speed enforcement on Mason Road to reduce car-deer crashes. I completely agree with Al that there should be more speed enforcement on the worst engineered road in the area, but the speed enforcement will not reduce car deer crashes. 

If a deer jumps out in front of your car when you are doing 20 or 40mph it will end in the same result.  In fact traffic experts recommend that you are better off not swerving to avoid a deer, but accelerating before hitting the deer.  The faster speed is more likely to send the deer over your windshield and not through it.                                                     
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