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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 109 

 

January  6,   2014  

                                  

By John Hoffmann   

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY ADLERPERSON’S TEENAGER CHARGED WITH 

UNDERAGE DRINKING AT CLAYTON PARTY…BIG TIME CRIMINAL LAWYER 

HIRED FOR A KID WITH SOME BEER IS THE RUMOR:  We got a call on Thursday 

Dec. 26, from someone claiming to be in the know and saying that at the home of 

Elizabeth Burns on Hanley Road in Clayton on Saturday night December 21 the police 

were called and a number of people were charged with being Minors in Possession of 

Alcoholic Beverage, including the teenager of a Town and Country Alderperson.  

 

The story continues that the alderperson instead of keeping this quiet is telling anyone 

who will listen how the Clayton cops violated the kid’s rights and illegally entered the 

home.  There was apparently no mention if they thought their kid was actually guilty. 

Finally the alderperson was telling anyone who would listen how they were hiring Art 

Margulis to threaten to sue the City of Clayton if the charges were not dropped. Margulis 

is best known in St. Louis for defending killers, thieves accused of stealing millions and 

rock stars causing riots, not 18-year-olds drinking at a teenage party.  

 

You would think the best plan would be to have the kid pled to a reduced charge of 

“littering” and end up with no alcohol record and keep things quiet.  You might think that 

telling a lot of people about it and having the word spread around is a stupid thing to do.    

 

The term “affluenza” has been around since 2001 when it was used as the title of a 

book.  It popped up again in the defense of a 16-year-old in Texas who as a drunk 

driver killed four people only to get probation. Hiring a well known trial attorney best 

known for murder and embezzlement cases might be a good example of Affluenza 

locally.    

 

So our job on Friday December 27 was to try and verify the story. That turned into an all 

day job.  
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My first stop was at the Clayton Municipal Court which is now in at the new police 

station at 10 South Brentwood Blvd. I contacted an assistant court clerk, John Egel, who 

verified there was a case filed against the Town and Country teenager, who is an adult, 

but under 21-years-old. I was told the court date is February 5.  

 

However Egel said the paper work had not reached the municipal court and even if it 

had he would not allow us to view the file since it was a “minor” involved.  He suggested 

we could file a Sunshine Law records request with the City Clerk. 

 

I then had to point out to Egel that if I was not mistaken all the municipal courts in St. 

Louis County are under the oversight of the St. Louis County Circuit Court and not the 

local city clerk. I added that records of open court cases or cases with guilty findings are 

open public records.  He disagreed. 

 

Next I went to the police department and filed a Sunshine records request.  Missouri 

Law concerning arrest reports and incident reports requires them to be open to the 

public. Apparently this is true everywhere but in Clayton, Missouri. Stacy Kemper, a 

police clerk informed me I could not obtain anything because a “juvenile” (someone 16 

or younger) was involved in the incident.  I then pointed out that the call report is age 

neutral and the specific booking sheet or charging document does not involve a 

“juvenile.”  Finally any juvenile’s name can be redacted.   

 

Here is the law on police records: 

 610.200. Law enforcement agency log or record available for inspection and copying — 

limitation.  

All law enforcement agencies that maintain a daily log or record that lists suspected crimes, 

accidents, or complaints, shall make available the following information for inspection and 

copying by the public: 

1. (1) The time, substance, and location of all complaints or requests for assistance received 

by the agency; 

2. (2) The time and nature of the agency's response to all complaints or request for 

assistance; and 

3. (3) If the incident involves an alleged crime or infraction: 

1. (a) The time, date, and location of occurrence; 

2. (b) The name and age of any victim, unless the victim is a victim of a crime under 

chapter 566, RSMo; 

3. (c) The factual circumstances surrounding the incident; and  

4. (d) A general description of any injuries, property or weapons involved. 
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4. . Each law enforcement agency of this state, of any county, and of any municipality, shall 

maintain records of all incidents reported to the agency, investigations and arrests made by 

such law enforcement agency. All incident reports and arrest reports shall be open records. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law other than the provisions of subsections 4, 5 and 6 

of this section or section 320.083, RSMo, investigative reports of all law enforcement agencies 

are closed records until the investigation becomes inactive. If any person is arrested and not 

charged with an offense against the law within thirty days of the person's arrest, the arrest 

report shall thereafter be a closed record except that the disposition portion of the record may 

be accessed and except as provided in section 610.120. 

 

         

So I went home and then filed complaints with the presiding judge of the Circuit Court, 

the Administrator of the Circuit Court, the Clayton Police Chief,  the Clayton Police 

Captain over police records and the Missouri Attorney General’s Office.  

 

We did seem to confirm that the kid got charged.  Now we just have to confirm if one of 

the bigger criminal defense attorney’s in town got hired and is the attorney of record.  

 

Plus we have to see if anyone is going to force the City of Clayton to follow Missouri law 

concerning government records.      

 

As a side note, I have to say dealing with the Town and Country Police over the years 

has been a pleasure.  They know and understand the open records law and are 

pleasant to deal with and often have a smile on their face.  It is a big difference 

compared to other West County police agencies and courts where the employees act 

like you have created a huge imposition for them. (The Chesterfield PD command staff has 

been good to deal with, but picking up the completed reports often is not an enjoyable time.)          

 

TOWN AND COUTNRY ARREST CAUSES CHESTERFIELD MAN NO 

CHRISTMAS AT HOME AFTER FIFTH DWI ARREST RESULTING IN A 

FELONY CONVICTION:  Gregory M. Orrick of 16302 Champion Drive in 

Chesterfield wasn’t home to see the Christmas lights in the neighborhood this year.  

Instead he spent the holidays and beyond elsewhere.  Just after our two-part DWI 

feature where most of the people get off after being arrested for DWI…here is a story 

with a different end.  The difference was it was Orrick’s FIFTH DWI ARREST and he still 

didn’t get a felony term of 1-year; instead it was 90 days in detention and in treatment.    
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On January 2, 2013 at 7 pm Town and Country Police Officer Cpl. Berry observed a tan 

Ford explorer travelling at a high rate of speed on I-64.  Cpl. Berry knew the car was 

speeding because he was driving a marked police car at the speed limit and the Ford 

was rapidly overtaking him.  When the Ford zoomed past his police car, Cpl. Berry 

clocked it at 84mph and observed it was weaving.  (Good rule in life…try not to pass 

marked police cars when doing 24 MPH over the limit and drunk.) 

 

Once Cpl. Berry stopped Orrick he observed and smelled that Orrick had been drinking. 

Orrick admitted having “some drinks.”  Cpl. Berry began to have Orrick perform field 

sobriety tests which Orrick was failing.  Orrick then stopped the tests and told Cpl. Berry 

that he was an alcoholic and suggested that Berry arrest him for DWI.  

 

Berry honored the Orrick’s request.    

 

Orrick refused to take a breath test. Cpl. Berry then discovered that this was Orrick’s 

fifth DWI arrest. The others were: 

 

02/22/91    Town and Country PD 

08/24/91     Frontenac PD 

12/06/02     Missouri Highway Patrol 

01/11/07     Missouri Highway Patrol 

 

Cpl. Berry then left town and drove to the home of the on-call County prosecutor to 

complete and sign a search warrant application to draw blood from Orrick.  He then 

went to the home of the on-call judge, who signed the warrant.  



5 

 

Officer Fowle then drove Orrick to Mercy Hospital where they met Cpl. Berry and blood 

was drawn at 11:45pm and 12:45am.  Test results showed Orrick’s BAC content four 

hours and 45 minutes after he was stopped by Cpl. Berry was .11%. Five hours and 45 

minutes after the traffic stop his BAC level was .09%. 

 

On November 7, Orrick pled guilty before Judge Barbara Wallace. She sentenced 

Orrick to serve 90 with the Department of Justice Services in the “Choices Program” 

with Orrick turning himself in on November 20, 2013.   

 

MASON ROAD CLOSED FOR BOMB AND ARSON SQUAD:  On Monday afternoon 

December 30 Town and Country Police closed Mason Road on both sides of the 

entrance to Queeny Park while the County Police Bomb and Arson squad removed a 

suspicious package found at the gas pumps just inside the entrance to the park.   

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY AND CHESTERFIELD YOUNG WOMEN 

CONTINUE TO BE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST…HOW LONG WILLTHIS 

GO ON? Ladue retains title of CENTER OF SNOBURBIA: For over a 

decade a “20-something” crowned at the as the “Queen of Love and Beauty” at the Veil 

Prophet Ball hails from Ladue. Katherine Falk Desloge was this year’s rich kid winner. 

She replaces Margaret Schnuck also of Ladue as the “Queen.” Margaret was the fourth 

“queen” with a last name of Schnuck.  (I wonder if any of them ever worked as baggers 

while in high school.)  There have been no Queens of Love and Beauty with the name 

Dierberg to date or Bettendorf or Rapp for that matter. 

 

           
Katherine Desloge                  Margaret Schnuck with dad, Todd 

 

We are not sure what a poor child of a Town and Country or Chesterfield multi-

millionaire has to do to become a VP queen, but clearly it would help if their parents 

would move into the 63124 zip code and attend a private school within the same zip 
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code.  (Wouldn’t it be fun to see a 35 or 40-year-old still living at home with mom and 

dad get crowned just once?)  

 

Desloge and Schnuck follow another Ladueite, Eleanor Clark Brennan who was the VP 

queen in 2011.  

 Eleanor Brennan 

 

Of course Brennan replaced Laura Hogan Hollo, who was crowed in 2010. Hollo also 

was from LADUE.  

 Laura Hollo 

   

Now Hollo replaced Melissa Brenton Howe, who oddly enough was from LADUE.  

 

In 2008 the Queen was Elizabeth Bunn Hailand, daughter of Arthur and Rebecca 

Hailand.  Lizzie grew up in LADUE. 

 Elizabeth Hailand  
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In 2007 it was another poor kid from LADUE who got to wear the crown.  It was 

Katherine Remington Martin. 

  Katherine Martin  

     

In 2006 you had to go to LADUE to find that year’s winner, Janice Hope Jones.  

 

  

 Janice Jones 

 

 In 2005 another girl was plucked from the Ghettos of LADUE.  Julie Anne Stupp was 

crowned the Queen of Love and Beauty and BIG SHOULDERS. 

 

Julie Anne Stupp 
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In 2004 the winner was Elizabeth Garrett Benoist, who not only lived in LADUE, but like 

many other queens went to private high school in LADUE. 

 

I had a tough time tracking down the home town of 2003 winner Lauren Morgan Dorsey  

Thomas.  

 

  I’m sure some newsletter reader can provide us with the hometown of 

Miss Thomas.  

 

In 2002 it was back to the Schnuck family and to Ladue as Lucy Schnuck was crowed 

VP queen.   

 

I have to wonder why they don’t simply hold this event in Ladue.  Perhaps at the MICDS 

auditorium. 

 

There have been two Danforths and three Shapleighs crowed over the years.  For the 

first 100 years if you were filthy rich and white your daughter had a chance of being the 

Queen, even Augie and Trudy Busch’s daughter, Gertrude was queen in 1976.   

 

It is interesting that when the Post-Dispatch posted the story online they didn’t have a 

comment section.  I would have liked to have read some comments from regular folks 

about rich people’s daughters still getting coverage from St. Louis’ biggest coming out 

event.  

 

I can remember as a kid when KSD used to televise the VP Ball and newsman John 

Roedel would be at Kiel Auditorium doing the play by play.  
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John Roedel, the first announcer 

and newsman at KSD-TV, used to be the announcer when the VP Ball at Kiel auditorium was televised.  

 

  This was a huge pageant that used up all the 

space Kiel Auditorium had to offer.  The super rich allowed the little a glimpse at what it was like to be 

born into a “money” family. Even the Busch’s had a kid crowed.  But regardless of how much money you 

had, if you were black you were not welcome for the first 100 years.     

 

                                                 
The first Desloge crowned Queen was Anne Desloge in 1946. About 20 years later Percy Green of Action 

was protesting the ball being held at a city facility. It was then moved to the Chase Park Plaza.    
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(Wouldn’t it be a great humanitarian gesture if the Veiled Prophet folks would once 

every 10 years make the Queen of Love and Beauty some kid from a lower-middle 

class family who goes to public school in North County or Arnold? Or at least make sure 

that every 10 years a rich kid from Frontenac, Huntleigh, Clayton, Town and Country, 

Chesterfield or Wildwood gets the crown.)    

 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PSYCHIATRIST BEATS MOST OF RAP FROM HEALING 

ARTS BOARD. HERE IS THE REST OF THE STORY THAT WAS NOT IN THE POST-

DISPATCH:  51-year-old Dr. Surendra Chaganti had most of the serious charges filed 

against him by the Healing Arts Board tossed by a Hearing Commissioner. Despite 

getting only a reprimand Chaganti had his lawyer brother appealed that and it has been 

temporarily removed also.   

 

Chaganti, who has lived in the 700 block of The Hamptons Lane in Town and Country 

since 2000 was basically charged with a number of violations that dealt with his 

omission to other hospitals on privilege renewal forms leaving out that he was no longer 

with St. Anthony’s Hospital.  

  Chaganti’s mugshot after a 2010 Chesterfield DWI arrest 

 

The Missouri Healing Arts Board is considered to be one of the weakest medical 

oversight boards in the country. The board’s investigators are underpaid and are 

required to work out of Jefferson City offices despite most of the complaints being 

generated from the St. Louis and Kansas City regions.  

 

In reading the findings of the hearing commissioner it was clear that Chaganti was being 

charged with serious violations which in reality were technical violations of oversight.   
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One of the main witnesses to testify against Chaganti disagreed with treatment methods 

or prescriptions used by Chaganti.  The hearing officer disregarded all of his testimony 

and found the Chaganti did not violate any rules. 

 

Here is what the hearing commissioner wrote concerning one set of serious charges 

against Chaganti: 

 

“There is no evidence to support the Board’s contention that Dr. Chaganti should 
not have prescribed Librium, Ativan, Klonipin, Nuerontin, Gabitril, Remeron, and 
Prozac in the doses that he did. 
 
We therefore find there was no unethical conduct, unprofessional conduct, or  
unreasonably harmful or dangerous conduct. The expert testimony shows that 
there was no incompetence negligence, gross negligence, or conduct below the 
standard of care with regard to the medication given…” 
 
When the State’s primary witness cannot establish a violation, you have to wonder 
about the overall competence of the agency bringing the charges. 
 
In 2001 one of Dr. Chaganti’s patients was admitted to St. Anthony’s Hospital and was 
placed on several prescription meds. He later died when his kidneys shut down. (Kidney 
failure was cited in the Commissioner ruling…heart failure was mentioned in a 
newspaper report.) The cause of the death was reportedly due to the wrong medicines 
being administered. However it was a staff member of St. Anthony’s who gave the 
patient medicine intended for another patient and the death had nothing to do with Dr. 
Chaganti. 
 
The Healing Arts Board also charged Chaganti with waiting 28 days to complete 
“discharge papers” on the patient who had been killed by St. Anthony’s staff. 
 
Here is the hearing officer’s ruling on this charge: 
 
 “Dr. Peterson also testified that Dr. Chaganti was not responsible for the 
incorrect medications given to T.L. and that this error was a nursing 
administration error in which a nurse gave T.L. another patient’s medications.  
 
There is no evidence to support the Board’s contention that Dr. Chaganti should 
not have prescribed Remeron, Symmetral, and Cogentin in the doses that he did.  
In fact, Dr. Peterson’s expert testimony specifically stated that Dr. Chaganti’s 
medications did not contribute to T.L.’s death. We therefore find that 
therechaganti  was no unethical conduct, unprofessional conduct, or 
unreasonably harmful or dangerous conduct. The expert testimony shows that 
there was not incompetence,negligence, gross negligence, or conduct below the 
standard of care with regard to the medications given to T.L. 
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Dr. Peterson presented expert testimony that Dr. Chaganti erred in not consulting 
a psychopharmacologic specialist about the impact of the improperly given 
medications. Dr. Peterson also opined that Dr. Chaganti was negligent because 
he did not fill out a discharge summary for T.L. until 28 days after T.L. died. These 
allegations, however, were not presented in the amended complaint. We are 
restricted to the specific facts and legal theories pled in the amended complaint. 
 
We do not find any cause to discipline Dr. Chaganti under § 334.100.2(4) or (5) 
with relation to patient T.L.” 
 
The hearing commissioner did find one technical violation and issued a “reprimand” 
which is being appeal in the Cole County Circuit Court.   
 
Here is the link for the lengthy ruling: 
 
 http://ahc.mo.gov/ahc/case/Chaganti.10-0493ha.NTC.pdf 
 
It was interesting that the ruling of a case that has been around for 10 years came down 
on September 13, 2013 and was just reported in the Post-Dispatch on December 23. 
 
A rather detailed article had appeared in the May 16, 2010 edition of the Post-Dispatch 
that listed a number of serious complaints at St. Anthony’s that were a foundation for 
the 2010 Healing Arts Board investigation. The articles were written by the same 
investigative reporter Jeremy Kohler. Another article appeared by Kohler in July of 2011 
after Federal prosecutors had the courts issue subpoena for records concerning a 
mental health facility closed down by county officials in Wildwood.  
 
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/doctor-lost-hospital-privileges-but-kept-clean-
record/article_110ea77e-a37d-579c-8d8f-db00eafc9f03.html 
 
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/federal-prosecutors-seek-records-from-
closed-wildwood-care-facility/article_58b82e3a-8e46-5b78-ae44-620ae397bc7d.html 
 
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/psychiatrist-is-reprimanded-after-four-year-
board-inquiry/article_ee7cd2e7-a288-5e46-87e9-69a55a8da9ad.html 
 
 
Dr. Chaganti last had automobiles registered in his name with the St. Louis County in 
2011.  At that time he had an impressive collection that included three Mercedes Benz 
and a BMW. In 2013 the fleet is now two Mercedes, a Mazda and a BMW registered in 
his brother’s name.   
 

http://ahc.mo.gov/ahc/case/Chaganti.10-0493ha.NTC.pdf
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/doctor-lost-hospital-privileges-but-kept-clean-record/article_110ea77e-a37d-579c-8d8f-db00eafc9f03.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/doctor-lost-hospital-privileges-but-kept-clean-record/article_110ea77e-a37d-579c-8d8f-db00eafc9f03.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/federal-prosecutors-seek-records-from-closed-wildwood-care-facility/article_58b82e3a-8e46-5b78-ae44-620ae397bc7d.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/federal-prosecutors-seek-records-from-closed-wildwood-care-facility/article_58b82e3a-8e46-5b78-ae44-620ae397bc7d.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/psychiatrist-is-reprimanded-after-four-year-board-inquiry/article_ee7cd2e7-a288-5e46-87e9-69a55a8da9ad.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/psychiatrist-is-reprimanded-after-four-year-board-inquiry/article_ee7cd2e7-a288-5e46-87e9-69a55a8da9ad.html
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Normally a 10-year legal fight might deplete your motor vehicle fleet but Chaganti was 
represented by his brother Narendra Chaganti, who also lives at 713 The Hamptons. He 
is seeking $700,000 from Missouri for the legal fight.  
 
However this isn’t the first of many legal fights for Chaganti.  There are several LLCs 
dealing with investments and healthcare that show the 713 Hampton address involved 
in lawsuits.  
 
Plus Chaganti has had two DWI arrests, the latest being in 2010 that was featured in 
our May 7, DWI and Thieves newsletter. 
 http://johnhoffmann.net/dwi_thieves_2013.pdf 
 
Also on May 28 Chaganti and his wife, Prasanna Chaganti, were hit with a DOR back 
taxes judgment for $4,997.    
 

FORMER ALDERWOMAN’S DIVORCE DRAGS ON:  The former Ward-3 

Alderwoman (Mary) Lynn Krause’s divorce trial is now set for January 17, 2014 after a 
change of judges.  Krause who lived in the first house on Mason Road north of Clayton 
Road was sued for divorced by her husband Terry Krause on November 21, 2012. 
Originally assigned to Judge Phillip Jones, the case was moved to Judge Victoria 
McKee on November 27, 2013 after a motion to change judges by Terry Krause.  
 

 TAX BILL GOES UP BECAUSE OF JUST TWO AGENCIES: I 

don’t know about you, but once my property tax bill arrived I was surprised to see that 
despite the valuation of my house dropping my taxes went up.  For a change the 
Parkway School District was not responsible.  All my taxes went down with two 
exceptions.  There was a slight raise with the Special School District rate.  However 
there was a huge jump in the rate of the St. Louis County Library.   
 

A special tax issue passed in 2012 resulted in a 37.5% increase in the library tax. One 

of the proposals to use the new money was to tear down and rebuild the main library on 

Lindbergh Blvd. in Ladue. The building was built in 1960 and $7.2 million was spent to 

add 50,000 square feet in 1990.  Then in 2011 they remodeled the place again and in 

2012 they wanted to tear it down.  

 

I’m told that the Tesson Ferry branch is in dire need of being rebuilt.  The complaint I 

hear from the staff working at the headquarters is that when the have nationally known 

author lectures and book signings they will often draw more than 1,000 people and they 

don’t have the space. I think moving the book signings to the auditoriums at St. Louis 

Community College at Meramec with large parking lots or to Ladue High School or The 

Principia might be a lot more cost effective than tearing down a functioning building to 

add a larger auditorium.  

 

http://johnhoffmann.net/dwi_thieves_2013.pdf
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Here is a link to a tongue-and-cheek column I wrote for AOL on the Library Bond Issue 

in 2012. 

 

http://fenton-highridge.patch.com/groups/opinion/p/county-tax-hike-build-a-bonfire-not-

a-new-library 

 

 

FORMER DALTON CLIENT RAISES THEIR TAX RATE:  Whoa…that was a close one 

back in 2006. After just having someone who had been on their payroll in 2005 

negotiate and then sign a $17.5 million dollar contract in December of 2005, the West 

County EMS and Fire Protection District must have thought things were going their way.  

 

Town and Country Mayor Jon Dalton had been a paid lobbyist for the fire district in 2005 

and then agreed to and signed an outrageously overpriced contract that has since been 

reduced by close to 40%.  

 
 

The fire district knew they were on a roll and sent firefighters into the Town and Country 

neighborhoods with petitions for the city to be annexed into the fire district instead of 

contracting services.  The firefighters were not telling residents that their property taxes 

would skyrocket if this occurred. The city provides fire and ambulance service by 

contract. Currently there is no property tax for any city service, including police, fire and 

parks.    

 

At the time WCEMSFPD wanted Town and Country property on its tax rolls as it was 

valued much higher than the property in its primary service area of Manchester. At the 

time its tax rate was 82-cents per $100 valuation.  They promised to build a second 

T&C fire station that would add 20 new jobs to the Union run fire district.  

 

Dalton kept his mouth shut on the matter for six months until local opposition grew to 

such a level that he went to the Fire District to have them remove the annexation from 

the November 2006 ballot.  

 

http://fenton-highridge.patch.com/groups/opinion/p/county-tax-hike-build-a-bonfire-not-a-new-library
http://fenton-highridge.patch.com/groups/opinion/p/county-tax-hike-build-a-bonfire-not-a-new-library
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All that said, it is interesting to read that the WCEMS&FPD has raised its property tax to 

96.1-cents per $100 valuation. There are cities that provide full services, including fire, 

police, parks public works and other services with lower tax rates.  Town and Country 

does it with no tax city rate.           

 

YEAR IN REVIEW:  

 

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR:  There are several excellent candidates for this award.  

Lindsey Hodge, who in a part time position, often runs the city’s park department when 

Parks Director Anne Nixon is on a prolonged absence.  However, Lindsey in January 

indicated she got a wink and a nod from the former West County EMS & Fire Protection 

Chief that it was okay to violate the fire marshal maximum occupancy number of 100 for 

the Longview House. Fire codes are something you don’t violate. If there was a wink 

and a nod it was rescinded by the new fire chief when we talked to him. 
 

Gary Hoelzer has done an excellent job after moving from the position of assistant 

police chief to that of city Administrator. 
 

Also Pat Kranz has been impressive in his first nine months as police chief.  

 
 

However, our award for city employee of the year goes to new city clerk Ashley 

McNamara. 
 

Ashley went from the job of police clerk to that of city clerk in an almost seamless 

transition. For a youngster she has the seasoned ability to be politically correct and 

polite with demanding residents.  

 Ashely McNamara is in the middle, between retiring city clerk Pam 

Burdt and Alderman Phil Behnen.  
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BAD ENGINEERING AWARD: The crack engineering firm that worked on the Clayton 

Road sidewalk project apparently was sent from the devil himself.  They created two 

totally blind intersections due to fencing and walls that made it completely unsafe to 

make a right turn on red at Bopp and Clayton and any kind of turn from Cedar Valley 

(east side of I-270 service road) onto Clayton Road.  It took weeks to fix the problem at 

Clayton and Cedar Valley and months to remove a concrete wall at Clayton and Bopp. 

   
Black fencing on top of concrete barriers made it impossible to see oncoming Clayton Road traffic from 

Cedar Valley. A four foot high section of concrete wall had to be removed on Clayton at Bopp before 

drivers on Bopp could see eastbound traffic on Clayton.  The photo (right) was the location of the wall 

after it was removed.   

      

WORST IDENTIY THEFT OF 2013:  It has to go to the P.R. people at Mercy Hospital. 

First in 2011 they dumped a well name of St. John’s Mercy Hospital for the shorter more 

compact one of Mercy.  Then in 2013 they steal the identity of one of St. Louis’ favorite 

baseball players for an advertisement. The print ad showed a Cardinal Jersey with the 

number “1” and the name Mercy hanging in a locker.  Apparently the dopes at Mercy 

were unaware that number “1” was retired sometime ago and belongs in perpetuity to 

one Ozzie Smith; 

      
 

BEST CONTINUING SOAP OPERA:  The winner is the outrageous impeachment of 

Ellisville mayor Adam Paul. We were able to turn the impeachment into a movie script. 
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A circuit court judge only slightly slowed the production down when he ruled the 

impeachment was unconstitutional and returned Paul to office in July.  

http://johnhoffmann.net/ellisville_2.pdf 

 

 
 

GOOD DRACE PARK STORY AND SAD DRACE PARK STORY: A new home was 

found for Max the dog who a neighbor walked regularly at Drace Park, while his owner 

was regularly out of town.  The new owner lives in Illinois, but has a medical practice 

close to Drace. The bad news story was for the black and white domestic rabbit that 

apparently was dumped at the park.  By the time we found a rabbit rescue group the 

bunny had vanished.  

  Max the dog    The bunny 

 

WEST COUNTY CITIZEN OF THE YEAR:  This award goes without a second thought 

to 19-year-old Blythe Grupe a student at the Meramec campus of the St. Louis 

Community College. Grupe was attacked in a women’s restroom on campus by 18-

year-old Jevon Mallory on April 18.  This wasn’t an awful sexual attack, Mallory was 

trying to kill Grupe, who was a complete stranger. The attempted murder was stopped 

by a teacher who heard Grupe’s screams.  

 

http://johnhoffmann.net/ellisville_2.pdf
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When the campus cops released Mallory on the day of the attack and had not even 

applied for charges a week later, Grupe went on the offensive and went to the media. A 

feature story appeared on two television stations at 6 and 10 and in the Post-Dispatch. 

The intense media coverage and public outcry eventually brought down the president of 

the campus, the campus police chief and the chancellor of the entire St. Louis 

Community College system.     

 

    Blythe Grupe brought down an entire 

inept college administration.           

 

JANUARY:  New school approved for subdivision originally planned for space ship 

style houses.  The Amonte Subdivision on Mason Road near the city’s southern border, 

which was going to feature houses that appeared to have just landed from outer space 

(designed by architects from Washington University) was no more when the Planning 

and Zoning Commission approved the school designs for the Raintree pre-K through 

Kindergarten school.  

 

The numbers were in and in 2012 there were a record 97 Deer-car crashes. 

Contractors killed 288 deer in December 2011 and January of 2012, which didn’t seem 

to have much effect on the deer versus vehicle stats in 2013. 

 

Mayor faces opposition:  Former alderwoman Barbara Ann Hughes did better than I 

did in 2009.  She filed to run against Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton and by the 

April election she managed to get 21% percent of the vote.  I managed just under 20%. 

 

After two DWI arrests and two “failure to take breath tests,” a license is finally 

suspended.   On January 25, 2013 a hearing officer finally upheld one of the two 

“failure to take breath tests” suspension issued to Jon Dalton, Jr.  The mayor’s 22-year-

old son was arrested twice in six months in Ladue for drunk driving in 2012.    
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City clerk announces retirement:  Pam Burdt announced in January that she would 

retire on March 8. 

 

CARDINAL SHORTSTOP DIES OR WHY I DON’T WATCH NBC NEWS AS MUCH 

ANYMORE:  It was on the NBC Nightly News weekend broadcast when anchor Lester 

Holt announced that longtime St. Louis Cardinal Hall of Famer, shortstop Stan Musial 

had died.  Musial was lefthanded and lefties do not ever play shortstop. Musial played 

first base and left field his entire career after he injured his arm pitching in the minor 

leagues.  It might not seem like a big deal…having a TV anchorman call him a 

shortstop, but if you grew up going to games to see Musial and then begging your 

parents to take you to Stan and Biggies restaurant on your birthday…it is a big deal.  

       
Lester Holt, doesn’t know as much as I thought he did.  Musial batting and fielding lefthanded. 

 

FEBRUARY: Log Cabin Update.  Alderman Skip Mange announced it was going 

to cost another $56,000 on top of the $80,000 he originally thought would be the price to 

rebuild a log cabin he got for “free” and was moved in pieces to Drace Park.  

 

Retirement announced:    Police Chief and City Administrator John Copeland 

announced he would be retiring in April.  

 

MARCH:   Mayor Lies to Residents in City Newsletter.  I consider it a lie when 

someone tries to use a half truth to hide the real truth.  Mayor Dalton did that in March 

when as usual he used the city’s newsletter as a reelection mailer at the taxpayer’s 

expense. Dalton claimed he once again had a budget with a balanced general fund. 

 

He failed to mention that the entire budget was $2.4 million in the red. That number rose 

to a $4.8 million deficit by the end of the year.  

 

MAYOR OUT SPENDS OPPONENT 10-1 IN CAMPAIGN FUND RAISING:  Dalton 

outdrew Barbara Ann Hughes 10-1 in raising money to run for mayor. Dalton’s largest 

contributor was Mari De Villa with $2,500 followed by State Rep and Dalton buddy, John 

Diehl at $2,023.  Hughes largest donor was former alderman Al Gerber at $400.   
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City Refuses to look after people on foot:  The city build a sidewalk between the city 

hall parking lot and the Churchill School parking lot for overflow parking.  Then when it 

snows they make it hard to impossible to use.  The city’s Public Works Department did 

this in March and repeated the act in December.  The city also continues to refuse to 

plow a path for walkers after a snow at least one of the city parks, while the County 

plows some paths at Queeny Park after every snow. 

  
March 2013                                                           December 2013 

      

MURDER:  The city’s first murder in a long time (since a shooting by an estrange 

husband of his wife as she drove up Bopp Road) occurred on March 18, 2013. Police 

claim that William Lynn Gunter killed his wife by hitting her in the head repeatedly with a 

laptop computer and then claimed she fell down the stairs.  His wife Suzy was a former 

cheerleader at Indiana University.  The murder received coverage as far away as 

England with heavy coverage in Indiana newspapers.    
 

APRIL:  Dalton reelected, but this time he only grabs 79% of the vote.  
 

Diehl hits $1,132,251:  State Rep John Diehl took in another $54,250 in campaign 

contributions in the first quarter of 2013, bringing his total of campaign contributions 

from special interest groups across the United States to $1,132,251.  Diehl has never 

had to run against anyone in a primary or general election in four and a half years. His 

second biggest contribution for the first quarter of 2013 was $2,500 from Winston-

Salem, NC by the makers of these fine products:   
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OUR LONG, LONG NIGHT AT MINEO’S:  On April 26 we arrived at John Mineo’s 

restaurant to have dinner and hear our favorite entertainer, Dean Christopher perform 

with a trio in the back room.  We had made reservations by phone and by email two 

weeks earlier.  We were told we made the reservations with the wrong person and did 

not have any.  We spied an empty table near the trio and got seated 12 minutes after 

we arrived. Our order was taken 1 hour 45 minutes after we arrived and our food did not 

arrive until 10:30 or 3 hours after we showed up for dinner. We finished dinner about the 

time the musicians were leaving.  

   

 A sketch of Dean from our table located behind the band.   

 

 

New city administrator and new police chief announced:  Long time assistant police 

chief Gary Hoelzer was named the new city administrator and police captain Pat Kranz 

was named police chief.  Hard to argue with either promotion and neither came as a 

surprise.  

 

Cops Can’t Seem to find Felony Drunk Driver: Roy Garozzo was charged with felony 

drunk driving in April of 2013. Garozzo lives in Chesterfield, but works as a mortgage 

broker five days a week in Town and Country.  Despite giving the local cops the time 

Roy usually arrives and leaves at work, plus photos of his cars, they have not managed 

to find him and arrest him for driving on a revoked license.  
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TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE HAVE LOWEST PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE COPS 

IN WEST COUNTY: We pointed out that T&C only had one female police officer out of 

then 32 officers (now the number is 2 of 29).  That was just 3.1%.  The next lowest in 

West County was Ballwin with four out of 50 cops for 8%.  Meanwhile the sexual 

harassment lawsuit filed by former police officer Shannon Woolsey (lone female on the 

force for 10 years) continued to drag through the courts.  

 

THEY MUST HAVE NEVER WATCH MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET! As the Schunks 

credit and debit card breach in March continued to dog the supermarket chain, I wrote 

how Scott Schunk must have never seen the movie, “Miracle on 34th Street” where Kris 

Kringle got Mr. Macy and Mr. Gimbel to shake hands. If Schnuck only would have 

unleashed an advertising campaign asking customers to use checks or cash until they 

were able to stop the credit and debit card fraud and if they had to use a credit card “try 

shopping for a while at Dierbergs and come back to us when we stop the problem,” they 

would have won the hearts of St. Louis.       

 
 

THE ALLEGRO PLANS HITS CITY HALL:  The plans to ask for rezoning to build a 

huge senior assisted living center on Clayton Road just east of Mason Road arrived at 

City Hall. Things would not go well n the next few months for the developer. 
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MAY…WHEN UPS WAS ON SCHEDULE: Back in May my two dogs knew exactly 

when the UPS truck with dog biscuits would be in the neighborhood.  That was not the 

case in December.    

 
 

SKIP MANGE LEAVES THE LOG CABIN TO DEAL WITH CHICKENS: Skip Mange 

who had been focused on rebuilding log cabins in Drace Park, left the cabins and tried 

to put a chicken in every yard in Town and County. His Conservation Commission was 

putting together legislation to allow chicken coops in backyards.  

 
 

 JUNE:  More sex comes to the surface:  It was learned that Sgt. Chip Unterberg 

who had been accused of sexually harassing the city lone female officer Shannon 

Woolsey and transferred to the administration unit, then had a two year affair with a 

subordinate civilian female employee.  

 

NO TO THE AMERICAN FLAG AT GREEK CHURCH:  Six members of the board of 

aldermen voted not to vote on a proposal to allow the Greek Orthodox Church on the 

South Outer forty Road to have a 40 foot flagpole.  The church wanted to put up the 

pole to honor members who were veteran by the Fourth of July…So much for the First 

Amendment and all the court rulings concerning freedom of churches to put up symbols 

and signs.     

 

JULY:  FRONT PAGE FLAG STORY:  The Post-Dispatch ran a front page story on 

July 3 about the Aldermen not giving the Greek Church their flagpole. 
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ALDERMAN ATTACKS THE POST-DISPATCH AND ME:  Alderman Fred Meyland-

Smith at the July 8th Board of Aldermen meeting attacked the Post-Dispatch article and 

me and this newsletter over the flagpole issue. Here are some of his quotes:  

 

“I was out of town over the holiday, but I was quite disturbed to learn there was an 

article about this in the newspaper.  That is no place to carry on our business.” 

 

“I take exception to what was written in the newspaper!”   

 

“Then there is a resident who as a self-appointed reporter made a shameful attempt to 

sensationalize this,” he said.     

 

The flagpole was approved on a 6-2 vote…Alderperson Tim Welby and Lynn Wright 

voted against the first Amendment and the flagpole for a second time.  

 

ELLISVILLE MAYOR PERMANENTLY REINSTATED:  A circuit court judge 

permanently reinstated Ellisville Mayor Adam Paul, who had been temporary reinstated 

in June.  The judge ruled the sham impeachment violated Paul’s constitutional rights to 

such a degree that the other points would not even be considered. Former Town and 

Country prosecutor and current Ladue municipal judge Keith Cheung had been the 

prosecutor at the impeachment. Cheung apparently needs to brush up on his 

constitutional law. 

 

 DIEHL COLLECTS ANOTHER SIX FIGURES TO RUN AGAINST NO ONE:  State 

Rep. John Diehl collected another $106,465 to run against no one.  Diehl had now 

collected $1,238,716 to run unopposed in primary and general elections.  However in 

June he spent between a low of $113 to a high of $682 to take members of the 

Republican Caucus out to individual dinners, before the vote for the speaker of the 

house in 2015.     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

LONGVIEW PARK NOW NO VIEW PARK:  After ridding Longview Park of overgrown 

honeysuckle in 2010, the Parks Department did nothing to keep it from coming back.  

By July of 2013 we suggested in changing the name of the park to No-View Park. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING TURNS AWAY PLANS FOR ASSISTED LIVING 

COMPLEX: There was a 45-minute presentation by developers and 2-hours-15 minutes 

of comments by residents in opposition to the 175,000 square foot building. The P&Z 

Commission voted 7-0 to turn down the rezoning request.    
 

BJC TURNED DOWN FOR KID SURGERY CENTER:  P&Z also turned down BJC’s 

request to build a pediatric surgery center at the site of the old highway patrol building 

on Mason Road and I-64. However they came back in December and won approval 

when they took a future expansion plan off the table.     
 

On a split vote the P&Z commission approved the rezoning request for Maryville 

University to put athletic fields and the maintenance facility on residential property along 

Conway Road.   
 

AUGUST:   
 

I WAS OFF BY TWO MONTHS:  At the first of the year I predicted the patch.com news 

sites (where columns by me used to appear several times a week) would go out of 

business by July.  In August AOL announced it would be closing the Missouri patch.com 

sites in 60 days.  
 

FOUND A WAY I COULD AFFORD TO FLY FIRST CLASS: I had to be going to 

Europe and I had to fly to the East Coast and change planes, but I could afford to fly to 

Europe first class on Icelandair. 

 Our flight attendant with dinner menus on our flight from Boston to 

London, via Iceland!    
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SEPTEMBER:  

 

 STATE REP ACCEPTS MONEY TO TRY AND REMOVE SEX OFFENDER FROM 

REGISTRY:  It was reported the State Rep. John Diehl accepted $6,000 in campaign 

contributions (Diehl in five years has never had a primary or general election opponent) 

from a family of a sex offender trying to get offenders who committed crimes as adults 

but under 21 removed from the sex offender register.  

         
33-yer-old Anthony Rand whose parents are trying to get him off the sex offender roles.  State Rep John 

Diehl who does not appear interested in ever turning down a cash contribution.   

  

CITY SPENDS $600 TO HARVEST EX-CONVICT’S LAWN:  Brian Marchnat-Calysn, 

the ex-con drug dealer who walked away from his house at 1761 Topping Road also 

walked away from cutting the lawn.  In September the city spent $600 to harvest his 

yard. 

     
Marchant-Calsyn           The six-feet high weeds in his backyard.  

 

SKIP MANGE ANNOUNCES HE WANTS TO BUILD A FAKE FOUNDATION TO A 

PRETEND LOG CABIN THAT NEVER EXISTED:  Stuck with a pile of rocks from a 

smokehouse that he had moved to Drace Park but now discovered that no one 

numbered the rocks making it impossible to rebuild, Alderman Skip Mange wants to use 

the rocks to build a pretend foundation of a log cabin that never existed.  
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CITY WINS ABSTRCT ART…The County Parks department awarded two pieces of 

abstract art to the city.  The application for the art had one piece of art to be placed in 

Drace Park exactly where Mange wants to create an 1840’s community.  

 

  
This is maybe the last time I can show Daniel Boone and Mingo hunting an Ernst Trova abstract piece of 

art.  

 

MANGE’S CHICKEN COOPS SUFFER LOSSES AT P&Z.  Skip Mange trying to push 

a zoning change that would allow chicken coops in town got shut out at the Planning 

and Zoning Commission where the proposal was voted down.  A month later Mange did 

not have enough votes for a super majority before the Board of Aldermen and withdrew 

the bill.  

    
Chicken housing was killed by the Planning and Zoning.  

 

MAYOR’S LAW FIRM ISSUES A PHONY SUBPOENA TO A WEST COUNTY 

MAYOR:  A lawyer with T&C Mayor Jon Dalton’s law firm of Lewis-Rice issued a fake 

subpoena with no authority for Ellisville Mayor Adam Paul to appear at Lewis-Rice 

offices and give a deposition on a rezoning and tax credit issue involving a Wal-Mart 
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development. Lewis-Rice represented the Sansone Group which had been acting like 

the Corleone crime family after it appeared as if Wal-Mart was pulling out of the project. 

After this stunt which Mayor Paul quickly gave to the media, Wal-Mart again announced 

they had no further interest in the development.   
 

OCTOBER:  Alderman claims emails show citizens are 50-50 on issue…OUR 

public records requests show it was more like 33-to-nothing:   Alderman Phil 

Behnen made a statement that he had a 50-50 residents’ comments sent to him on the 

rezoning issue.  Having followed this issue we didn’t believe Behnen and filed a records 

request with the city that showed Behnen had received correspondence indicating 33 

residents were in opposition of the rezoning and no one favored it.  
 

Another $86,180 to run against no one:  State Rep John Diehl collected 

another $86,180 in contributions to run against no known opponent.  So far 

in five years Diehl has collected $1,324,896 to run against no one. 

    

   
 

BASEBALL OVER JOB:  The Board of Aldermen meeting for October 28 was 

cancelled. The Cardinals were scheduled to lose to the Boston Red Sox that night in St. 

Louis.  
 

NOVEMBER:   
 

ANOTHER DEFICIT BUDGET:  Mayor Dalton introduced another deficit budget.  The 

2014 budget has an $857,320 deficit, which is a lot better than the 2013 budget that will 

finish the year with a $4,383,021deficit.  The budget was approved by the Board 

Aldermen in December. 
 

THE DALTON TWO-STEP: Mayor Jon Dalton claimed someone at his 150-lawyer law 

firm at one time represented Maryville University so he had no choice but to recuse 

himself and left the roomful of angry residents about the Maryville rezoning. Dalton 

didn’t think he had a problem in 2005 when he signed a $17.5 million dollar with the 

local fire district who he worked for earlier in the year. The rezoning passed 6-1 with 

only Ward-4 alderman Jon Benigas voting against it and sticking up for local residents in 

opposition to the college moving their maintenance and storage facility next to their 

neighborhoods.  
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DECEMBER:  New Christian cult? 
 

The manger scene in front of St. Louis Style Pizza King, Ed Imo’s house on Topping 

Road had a visitor in December. We are not sure if the visitor was looking at the baby 

Jesus or the straw and hay on the ground.     

 

 
 

 

A short time later there were two new additions to the manger scene…two Moose!  

We have to wonder with moose looking over Mary, Joseph and their baby if perhaps the 

homeowners don’t belong to an off the beaten path sect that believes Jesus was born in 

Northern Maine, The Yukon or maybe Bullwinkle J. Moose’s hometown of Frostbite 

Falls, Minnesota. 
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FAVORITE CARTOONS OF 2013: 
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Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins took over drawing Shoe after the death of creator Jeff 

McNally. Now Cassatt has died. Brookins and McNally’s widow Suzie are drawing the 

strip. 

 
 

 
From two years earlier: 
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CURRENT CARTOONS: 
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