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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 106 

 

November  27,   2013  

                                  

By John Hoffmann   

 

THE DALTON TWO-STEP:  Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton once again 

performed his now familiar “Dalton Two-Step” move at Monday’s Board of Aldermen 

meeting.   

 

 
 

Two weeks earlier Dalton stepped down from the dais, recusing himself from the 

Maryville University rezoning issue which involved a lot of wealthy residents in 

opposition on one side and George Stock, a campaign contributor on the other.  Dalton 

did not want to alienate rich Republican residents or the folks at Maryville University. 

 

Dalton used his claim that sometime in the past, someone, but he doesn’t know who 

from his very large law firm of Lewis-Rice once represented Maryville in some matter, 

that he really didn’t remember, but it was a clear conflict of interest.  

 

However, in 2005 Dalton did not think he had a conflict of interest when he signed a 

$17.5 million contract with the West County EMS&FPD to provide fire and ambulance 

service to Town and Country.  For the first five months of 2005 Dalton, as a partner with 

Lewis-Rice was a lobbyist in Jefferson City for WCEMS&FPD.   
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Dalton’s memory was also selectively faulty on Monday when Dalton oversaw the 

passing or Bill 13-47 for the city to enter into a contract with the WCEMS&PFD 

regarding cost sharing for the uses of MYGOV services.  

 

It is amazing that Dalton can recall that someone at his law firm once handled 

something for Maryville University, but he cannot remember that he worked for the city’s 

largest contractor for FIVE MONTHS, despite the fact that I keep reminding him and 

that it is online on the Missouri Ethics Commission’s website for lobbyists.   

 Dalton getting up and leaving the dais on Monday night.  

 

THE WRITING ON THE WALL FROM  A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO: I was at a Board 

of Aldermen meeting sometime ago when Maryville University wanted to get permission 

to tear down an older dormitory building and replace it with a health science building. 

The dorm had been named after St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, the first female saint 

from the United States.  It was Duchesne who came to Missouri from France as part of 

the Sisters of the Sacred Heart and began schools for girls.  It was the Sisters of the 

Sacred Heart who founded Maryville in 1872 as a college for women.  

 

After the meeting I walked up to Mike Convy a paid spokesman for Maryville University 

and asked him what I thought was a perfectly reasonable question. 

 

“Does Maryville plan to rename another building for St. Philippine Duchesne?” 

 

Convy’s response lets you know how cut throat things are with the “New” non-affiliated 

Maryville University. 

 

“You give me $2,000,000 and I’ll name a building anything you want.” 
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St. Philippine Duchesne           Mike Convy of Convy Group, LLC left and Maryville President Mark  

                                                 Lombardi right 

 

Perhaps the real reason Dalton recused himself is that he actually sued St. Philippine 

Duchesne.  She (long dead) was still on the deed of some property (from the 1830s) 

along S. Broadway that Dalton and his buddies wanted for the Icehouse Nightclub 

District, along with Opal Henderson’s salvage yard.  In obtaining the property still owned 

by the Sisters of the Sacred Heart by eminent domain a lawsuit was filed by Dalton’s 

law firm and included in the suit was the late Sister and now Saint Philippine Duchesne.     

 

http://www.johnhoffmann.net/ice_house   click on “down load to read newspaper 

articles 

 

 

THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN REFUSED TO FORCE A COMPROMISE ON THE 

MARYVILLE REZONING.  Only Alderman Jon Benigas was willing to stick up for local 

residents concerning the Maryville University rezoning issue on Monday night. 

 

Last minute substitution:  If ever there was a matter that deserved to be continued at 

least two-weeks it was this one.  There was a substitute bill written on Friday before the 

meeting that the public did not have a chance to review.  Then there was another 

amendment of another replacement bill that was handed out two hours before the 

meeting. Talk about blindsiding the public.  

http://www.johnhoffmann.net/ice_house
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 Benigas as he was quizzing George Stock and Mark Lombardi 

 

The only member of the Board of Aldermen that thought this was a bit unfair was Jon 

Benigas. Benigas stated that he was upset that Maryville decided to have a meeting last 

week with some of the area residents and not any elected representatives. It was clear 

that Benigas thought all the last minute changes needed public review before the 

Aldermen voted on them. He was alone in that thought.   

 

The vote after 2 hours was 6-1 in favor of the rezoning, with Chuck Lenz absent.  Just 

prior to the vote Benigas made a motion to continue the rezoning request until the 

December 9 so the residents could get a chance to review the newly written bill.  

 

Skip Mange reluctantly seconded the motion, but said he would vote against it.  The 

motion died on a 6-1 vote.  

 

THE NO COMPROMISE, COMPROMISE:  Most of the residents in opposition to the 

rezoning project by Maryville University appear to be willing to compromise if Maryville 

University will either keep the Maintenance Facility where it is on campus or move it 

somewhere other than the Ball property.  They are all ready to give-in on the soccer, 

softball fields and the 172 parking spaces.  

 

Maryville then apparently played a game of Charades to help make it appear as if they 

were making a huge concession.   

 

Maryville agreed to move the storage bins that were planned to be at the maintenance 

facility behind the soccer and softball fields.  The bins would hold metal recyclables, 

road salt, cinders, gravel and compost. The bins would be moved to area on the 

campus property next to the new road to the maintenance building and well off the main 
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campus. However, Maryville was not going to budge on the Maintenance facility, the 

parking of large trucks, mowers, graders and other equipment.   

 

 
New Locations for the storage bins. 

 

George Stock, of Stock Consulting Engineers, has never had a problem in spinning 

facts to his customer’s point of view or to some of the opposition being misleading.  

 

Stock continued to claim the new maintenance building was only going to be 24,000 

square feet, but always adds it will have a 5,000 square foot mezzanine. To most folks 

that adds up to 29,000. 

 

He also pushed the realms of reality by telling everyone that including the parking lot, 

maintenance building, locker rooms and concession stands that the area would be 73-

percent green space.  Of course it would…includes a soccer field and a softball field.  

 

SURPRISE, SURPRISE, SURPRISE!  In the immortal words of Gomer Plye, “Surprise, 

Surprise, Surprise!”  Maryville added for the first time some new uses for the proposed 

property. 

 

Summer camps for soccer and softball would use the fields. At first it Maryville 

President Mark Lombardi said it would be for three weeks, then changed it to four 
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weeks.  A resident then pointed out the Maryville website says 5—weeks. The camps 

according to officials would involve 600 kids. 

 

While the residents had been promised that the field would be used for varsity softball 

and soccer only, at this meeting that changed and now also includes, student 

intramurals, faculty intramurals        

 

Jon Benigas asked how Maryville could have done a comprehensive traffic study if it 

only considered 20 days for varsity sports. 

 

 
Maryville President Mark Lombardi (left) and concsulting engineer George Stock answer Alderman Jon 

Bengias’ 15 minutes of questions.    

 

 

THE ALDERDOPE RESONDS:  The official alderdope, Tim Welby then interrupted and 

asked Benigas what difference it would make for a traffic study if there were 25 events 

or 365 events?  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: It was clear when public comments started that it didn’t matter 

what was said, they rezoning was going to pass.  

 

12 people in the large crowd spoke against the proposal, all being against the moving of 

the maintenance facility, not against the athletic fields. There were 20 people who 

spoke, but that included the University president, Mark Lombardi and several ringers 

who are connected to Maryville and members of the Ball family who want to sell the 
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land to Maryville.  The total residents without a connection to the sale who spoke was 

about 15.  

 

“I asked about what other options were considered at the Planning and Zoning hearing.  

I was told there were no other options.  I would suggest we slow this down and get 

answers,” said Ron Hall of Conway Village.  

 

“The proposal changes every time I come to a meeting,” said Judy Weber of Conway 

Village.      

 

“Five minutes ago was the first time we heard about intramurals on the fields.  Why do 

you need 172 parking spaces if your traffic study claims the most cars coming to an 

event will be 127?  Are they going to rent it (the fields) out,” were questions asked by 

Dan Grossman. 

 

Both former alderwoman Barbara Ann Hughes and Dr. Dorothy Cooke repeated their 

earlier comments that rezoning was unnecessary if the maintenance facility was 

eliminated.  For the sports complex only a Conditional Use Permit would be needed.  

  

“The latest changes were on November 22. That is three days ago. The final plans 

should be available for everyone to review,” said Tom Skully of Hampshire Hill. 

 

“Maryville wants to put the least desirable operation on their campus next to us,” said 

Joe Walsh. 

 

“My complaint is the maintenance building. You want to move it to a residential area.  

You can’t tell me there is not somewhere on the 126 acres of Maryville for the 

maintenance building,” said Emily Swartz.  

 Architect rendering of what the locker rooms, concession 

stand on the front and the maintenance building to the rear would look like.  The rendering left out the 

trucks and heavy equipment.  
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CAT OUT OF THE BAG: Hal Ball, part of the family that knows the property to be 

purposed by Maryville was the 12 person to speak.  He urged the aldermen to “get this 

done.”  He also had said how Maryville had been working on this for 18 months!   

 

This brought out complaints from residents, saying they just knew about the proposal 

since July…where was Maryville in seeking their input 18 months ago in May of 2012? 

 

UNFAIR ATTACK:  Two weeks ago I spoke to Al Gerber after the public hearing before 

the aldermen on this issue.  

 

For new readers, when no one would run against me in 2010 for alderman, Al was 

found. Al is a liberal Democrat who has worked on the campaign of an ultra liberal 

Democrat, former fellow Principia alum. He was also the president of a local Democratic 

township. Tim Welby walked Gerber around neighborhoods and introduced him and did 

all the talking about how I should be defeated and lied to people on Gerber’s position on 

deer management.  He failed to tell them how Gerber wanted to give deer 

hysterectomies.  

 

Gerber was able to defeat me after he registered all the out of town seniors living in 

dorms at Principia High School to vote in the April 2010 election. 

 

Two years later Welby and others refused to support Gerber and he was easily 

defeated by ChuckLenz.    

 

Gerber had spoken at the hearing and was clearly behind yard signs and a website 

against the rezoning.  I reminded Gerber that no one on the board of alderman likes him 

and it is counter-productive to be openly against the rezoning.  If any alderman was on 

the fence he was likely to drive them to Maryville’s side.  He said he didn’t care. 

 

On Monday, Gerber who is a terrible public speaker often having to read his comments 

instead of speaking spontaneously, attacked members of the Ball family who are trying 

to sell their 16 acres of land.  This includes the 90-year-old matriarch of the family.  

 

“I have been racking my brain trying to figure out why our aldermen are working to push 

this through,” said Gerber.  “Then I thought of the saying in a movie, “Follow the 

money.” 

 

He then blamed this on the Ball family being greedy.  
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Well the ball family has lived on this property for over 50 years.  It is the American way 

to be able to sell you property for a profit.  Gerber was so out of bounds that many 

opposed to the project where taken back.  

 

At the end of the meeting in the time on the agenda for “Other” which is never used, 

Alderman Phil Behnen took time to take Gerber to task for his attack on the Ball family 

and especially Mrs. Ball.  Gerber seemed to simply shrug it off.                     

 

NOTHING IN WRITING BECAUSE WE BELIEVE YOU: During the meeting 

representatives of Maryville made certain promises including new plantings in front of 

the proposed maintenance building, higher berms, locked gates to an entrance for the 

parking lot, nine fewer parking spaces and more.  Alderman Benigas wanted a new 

amendment to the bill to be written to include these promises.  He could not muster 

anyone to even second his motion.  

 

Skip Mange, who is on the faculty at Principia launched into a praise-fest on behalf of 

Maryville. Mange said what a great neighbor and member of the community Maryville 

has been and if they say they are going to do something they would and there was n o 

need to put anything in writing.  

 

 Mange seated between the “alderdope” Welby (right) 

and the Alderwoman “Deer-in-the-headlights” (left)  

 

Fred Meyland-Smith appeared to be upset that Mange spoke first because he covered 

so much of what he wanted to say.  Luckily for us Mange said it in 300 words while 

Meyland-Smith would have used 1,500 words to say the same thing.  Fred then stated 

that he agreed with Mange.  Of course he didn’t leave it at that.  He added another 150 

words on why he agreed. 

 



10 

 

This is an odd way to do business.  So far the trusting souls at CBC clearly have not 

lived up to their word on only using the stadium lights for 28 dates.   

 

Part of the job of government is to document and hold parties to their word when it 

comes to matters affecting other people…but Mange and Meyland-Smith and everyone 

except Jon Benigas thinks otherwise if Maryville is the institution you are dealing with.            

 

ALDERWOMAN “DEER IN THE HEADLIGHTS”:  Sometimes it is good to know your 

limitations. Lynn Wright has not figured that out after nine years on the board of 

aldermen.  

 

Lynn does not have a clue on how to run a meeting, the Missouri Sunshine law 

pertaining to open meetings and votes or Roberts Rules of Order. 

  

I have seen her suggest an entire committee attend a neighborhood meeting, not 

realizing to do so would make it an official government meeting and it would have to be 

posted in advance and open to the public.  

 

I have heard her more than once ask members on a commission she chaired if they 

wanted to take an illegal “secret ballot.”  In fact her arts commission recently did just 

that and not only was it a secret it was not held at a meeting, but by email.  

 

When Jon Dalton suggested the label of President of the Board Aldermen be passed on 

to her for 2013 she should have had the good sense to pass.  She didn’t. 

 

Monday night while sitting in while Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton had recused 

himself from the Maryville rezoning issue, Wright had the city attorney Steve Garrett 

popping up like a jack-in-the-box correcting one mistake after another.       

 This was the look for most of the night from Wright while running the 

meeting.   
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WWII REFERENCE:  One resident who does not live around Maryville was at the 

meeting to just observe and see if any of the aldermen would “stick up for the 

residents.”  

 

“I thought Benigas tried, but man-o-man, they (the aldermen) just rolled over the 

citizenry, like the Germans through France,” he said.   

 

SALES JOB:  Here is an email from Phil Behnen to residents a week before the 

Maryville vote trying to sell Maryville’s position, by passing along an email from 

Maryville President Mark Lonbardi to the mayor and Board of Aldermen. (This is a long 

email and if you are sick of the Maryville rezoning just skip to Page 16 for 

something completely different.)  

 

From: "Phil Behnen, CPA" <pbehnen@sbcglobal.net> 

To: "dangrossman@sbcglobal.net" <dangrossman@sbcglobal.net>  

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2013 10:18 AM 

Subject: Fw: Colonial Valley Farms (Ball Tract) 

 

Dan, this letter was sent out minutes ago from the President of Maryville which addresses 

not only your concerns but those of your neighbors.  I worked all weekend on this and I 

support along with a majority of the board.  Please feel free to share with your neighbors. 

  

Phil Behnen 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 

From: President <president@maryville.edu> 

To: "mayor@town-and-country.org" <mayor@town-and-country.org>; "wrightlh@town-and-

country.org" <wrightlh@town-and-country.org>; "manges@town-and-country.org" 

<manges@town-and-country.org>; "welbytj@town-and-country.org" <welbytj@town-and-

country.org>; "lenzrc@town-and-country.org" <lenzrc@town-and-country.org>; 

"crawfordgb@town-and-country.org" <crawfordgb@town-and-country.org>; 

"meylandsmithfj@town-and-country.org" <meylandsmithfj@town-and-country.org>; 

"behnenpj@town-and-country.org" <behnenpj@town-and-country.org>; "benigasj@town-and-

country.org" <benigasj@town-and-country.org>  

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2013 9:24 AM 

Subject: Colonial Valley Farms (Ball Tract) 

Honorable Mayor Dalton and Honorable Members of the Board of Aldermen, 

mailto:pbehnen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dangrossman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dangrossman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:president@maryville.edu
mailto:mayor@town-and-country.org
mailto:mayor@town-and-country.org
mailto:wrightlh@town-and-country.org
mailto:wrightlh@town-and-country.org
mailto:wrightlh@town-and-country.org
mailto:manges@town-and-country.org
mailto:manges@town-and-country.org
mailto:welbytj@town-and-country.org
mailto:welbytj@town-and-country.org
mailto:welbytj@town-and-country.org
mailto:lenzrc@town-and-country.org
mailto:lenzrc@town-and-country.org
mailto:crawfordgb@town-and-country.org
mailto:crawfordgb@town-and-country.org
mailto:meylandsmithfj@town-and-country.org
mailto:meylandsmithfj@town-and-country.org
mailto:behnenpj@town-and-country.org
mailto:behnenpj@town-and-country.org
mailto:benigasj@town-and-country.org
mailto:benigasj@town-and-country.org
mailto:benigasj@town-and-country.org
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During the recent meeting and discussion of the Board of Alderman, I listened intently to the 

statements of neighbors who were questioning our acquisition and rezoning of the ball property.  It 

was clear that these good people differed on what caused their opposition and what issues were of 

concern.  A few were against rezoning at all.  Others were concerned about traffic and parking.  

Others were concerned about the maintenance facility.  What was clear to me was that all shared one 

common concern which was worry about the outside storage of materials as part of the maintenance 

facility.    

In the spirit of compromise leading to the meeting on Monday November 25, I instructed our 

representatives, George Stock and Mike Convy to explore ways of mitigating this issue.  They have 

spent quite a bit of this past weekend (including meetings on Saturday and Sunday) in detailed 

discussions led by Alderman Phil Behnen and assisted by Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith in an effort to 

try to reach a solution to what appeared to that aspect of our plan that is an issue for most of the 

neighbors who spoke …the outside storage yard. 

I am very happy to report that due to their combined efforts (with a strong assist from John Willems, 

one of George’s engineers who gave up his Sunday to study the technical issues of the new location ), 

we are able to move the outside storage area to existing University property on the downslope east of 

our current softball field. 

It will be on University property, adjacent to and serviced from the internal road to the Ball tract (see 

colored drawing attached), half buried in the hillside and completely screened from view by the 

neighbors. It will be an additional 8+’ higher above the floodplain from the original design. The closest 

residents to the storage yard will be our own students in the dorm to be built on the current softball 

field. 

 The area of the original outside storage yard will be reduced by 87 % with the balance of that area as 

new green space of approximately 9,750 square feet…giving the Ball tract a total of 73.49 % 

greenspace. In addition, we have added six (6) island planters on the front parking lot and have 

reduced our overall parking on site to 177. 

In addition, I also feel compelled to clarify some issues and answer some questions that were raised 

by the opponents at the November 11th meeting.   I do not want any misperceptions to linger. 

 

We understand that this is a passionate issue for many on both sides and the rhetoric tends to get 

heated...as a University we are very committed to open, honest dialogue. We like to think that 

whatever one's opinion, the dialogue must center on the same set of facts...not hyperbole or 

speculation. 

 

I was and am dismayed that many called to question our veracity or our motives or subscribed to us 

an agenda that is somehow intentionally hidden and therefore implicitly damaging to the community. 

Let this letter serve to clearly state our petition to acquire this property. 
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Why do they need 186 parking spaces if the games are lightly attended? 

 

We are new to Division II and new to the Great Lakes Valley Conference. We do not yet know what 

rivalries may develop that would lead to larger attendance at the individual games.  

 

In addition, our conference rules require that the highest seeded teams host GLVC tournament games. 

The top 8 teams (out of 16) advance to the GLVC Tournament. 

 

None of us would want to see overflow parking on Conway Road...we viewed this as a sensible number 

of spaces to accommodate our maintenance staff, two team buses which would consume approximately 

10 spaces and a reasonable number of spaces for fans should tournament games occur or rivalries 

develop....this is a 50 plus year commitment and we want it to meet our reasonably foreseen needs and 

be appropriate to the site. 

Why do they need such a large maintenance building? 

 

When I took over as President in 2007, I made it part of our long range strategic plan to upgrade our 

facilities in terms of function, efficiency and appearance. 

 

In short, I wanted our students, faculty and staff to have the necessary and appropriate facilities to 

achieve the level of excellence that we strive for in our academic and athletic programs. 

 

In addition, we made a commitment to offer more of our students the residential collegiate experience 

that so many of us have been fortunate enough to enjoy. The city has approved our plan to add a 4 story, 

400 bed dormitory and below ground parking and surface parking on the site of our current softball field. 

 

We have subsequently converted the Courtyard into a student dormitory; increased our dining hall from 

250 to 500; made numerous additions to our various academic and athletic programs. All of these 

additional facilities (existing and proposed) require additional maintenance attention which results in 

more staff and more storage. 

Our existing maintenance facility grew over the past 60 years into a disorganized hodge-podge of 

temporary buildings, steel storage containers and outside storage of whatever could not fit inside. It is 

10,000 square feet under roof in 6 separate structures. It is not in keeping with our goals and objectives 

of providing the best facilities ...whatever the purpose. 

 

Our proposed facility is designed to organize our maintenance efforts, consolidating shop space, storage, 

office, break room and locker facilities for our maintenance staff as well as providing garaging for our 

landscaping vehicles, our lift (used for changing tall lights throughout the campus...auditorium, dining 

hall and parking lot lighting, hanging our “LiveMaryville” series of banners on campus, etc.). 
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We do not consider this facility large but rather right-sized for our needs and expected growth.  Again, 

this acquisition is viewed by the Trustees as a 50 year decision and we are proud of the fact that all of the 

maintenance traffic will be via a new internal circulation road. 

 

The only way to view the south elevation (the garage doors) of the building will be from the elevated 

portion of the Solutia parking garage or leaving the walking trail and crawling through the underbrush! 

 

Why does the maintenance building need to move from its current location? 

 

When we first considered the purchase of the Ball tract, we had various discussions with city staff and 

some elected officials about their view of appropriate uses. There was very little enthusiasm neither for 

utilizing the site for larger academic or administrative buildings and their attendant parking needs nor 

for dormitories on the site. 

 

One of the advantages to the University and we believe, the community, in acquiring this property is that 

by moving the soccer, softball and maintenance facility here is that it frees up the existing soccer, softball 

and maintenance sites for future development of buildings and parking on sites that would not diminish 

our greenspace ratios nor encroach on our steep wooded hillsides. The Ball tract allows for perfect 

screening of the garage entries and it allows optimum dimensions for the most efficient building layout 

to meet all of the needs: concessions, field storage, locker rooms, restrooms, maintenance. 

 

 

"We have heard very substantial rumors that Maryville is secretly negotiating with the McCallum 

people through a straw party to acquire their 18 acres for further expansion" 

 

This is blatantly false.  As a University, we try to teach our students that groups of people can disagree 

without inventing false rumors and impugning ones motives.  Unfortunately, usually the minority fringe 

elements of any community try to demonize their opponents by inventing insidious agendas for them.  

Again, we are not trying to acquire the “McCallum property.” 

 

"No residents came to Planning and Zoning to support this application from Maryville yet P & Z voted 

for this even though our Ward IV representative was strongly opposed to it ". 

 

We were advised by our professionals (Mike Convy and George Stock) that it should not be necessary to 

mobilize any supporters for P & Z as they believed that we were in accord with the Comprehensive Plan, 

had an approved traffic study (the city's consultant, MoDot and the County) , had Corps and FEMA and 

MSD approvals and had made several significant modifications to the earlier plans responsive to many of 

the neighbors including modifying the entries, parking and landscaping. 

 

What are some examples of "unspecified"storage ? 

 



15 

 

Attic stock for the many carpet tile styles used on the campus...spare appliances for the 

apartments....attic stock for the many types of ceiling tiles on campus...light bulbs and fixtures...fan coil 

units...cove base...holiday and seasonal indoor/outdoor decorations....various signs and banners used for 

campus events (ie) "Event Parking" etc,...chairs...tables...desks...lab benches...all awaiting repair....nuts, 

bolts, screws...trash cans used on the grounds during outdoor events like orientation etc...paper recycling 

containers ...whiteboards...toilet paper...paper towels...mops...buckets...brooms etc  used by our 

custodial staff....just about anything that you will find in your residents basements or garages...only 

more of it. 

 

Maryville has always been a good and thoughtful neighbor.  Let me provide two recent examples of 

positive Maryville-city interaction:  Many of you served the city when the University acquired the 

Courtyard facility from the owner of the Marriott. Many, many fears and concerns were expressed 

about our desire to convert it to a dormitory.  I trust you will agree, we addressed every concern 

diligently and have honored every commitment we made.  

 

There was a comment made that the city "forced" the University to exclude buildings, parking and 

curb cuts from our practice soccer field on Conway Road and should similarly deny or restrict this 

petition ...that assertion is false...our application specifically did not request any of those things and in 

fact, we purposely agreed to delete an existing curb cut of our own volition. We have very specifically 

not requested lighting or a public address system on these fields in the same spirit.  

I am proud of our good working relationship with the people and leadership of Town and Country.  As 

a permanent resident of Town and Country for the past sixty years, we look forward to the next sixty 

years here. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

   

Mark Lombardi 

President 

MORE EMAILS ON MARYVILLE: Here is another email from Phil Behnen apparently 

trying to shore up his eroding support. 

 

From: "Phil Behnen, CPA" <pbehnen@sbcglobal.net> 

Date: November 24, 2013 at 6:30:51 PM EST 

To: Ron Hull <rkhull8@charter.net> 

Cc: "75mcarroll@gmail.com" <75mcarroll@gmail.com>, "janices215@earthlink.net" 

<janices215@earthlink.net>, "rkbhayani21@gmail.com" <rkbhayani21@gmail.com>, Dan/ Jan 

Grossman <dangrossman@sbcglobal.net> 

mailto:pbehnen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rkhull8@charter.net
mailto:75mcarroll@gmail.com
mailto:75mcarroll@gmail.com
mailto:janices215@earthlink.net
mailto:janices215@earthlink.net
mailto:rkbhayani21@gmail.com
mailto:rkbhayani21@gmail.com
mailto:dangrossman@sbcglobal.net
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Subject: Re: Rezoning re: Maryville University 

Reply-To: "Phil Behnen, CPA" <pbehnen@sbcglobal.net> 

Ron, 

I think it helps if we review the facts for the Maryville proposal. 

1.  Mrs Ball who has lived here for more than 60 years has the right to sell her farm. 

2.  Our City's comprehensive plan allows this plan to be sold to residential or institutional. 

3.  As Chairman of our Architectural Board, I know all the Builders who build in T&C- in fact 

a lot live in T&C.  No builders are interested in this property/floodplain.  If you disagree, 

then you should buy the property and develop it - the price is very reasonable for a 15 acre 

lot. 

4.  The original proposed plan has the support of Planning and Zoning Commission and all 

the Alderman outside of Ward IV (6-0).   

5.  If not for my intervention/negotiation, Maryville would have proceeded with their original 

plan but I was able to convince them to move their outside storage off the Ball property.   

6.  i believe Maryville helps all of our property value as this proposal is 74% greenspace and 

I will support it.  One of the advantages of our property is all the great schools around here 

(Visitation, CBC, Westminister, Priory, Whitfield, Parkway).  I'm happy to answer any 

questions but I hope we can all move on and support Maryville and come together. 

 

Alderman Phil Behnen 

 

$163 DAY IN COLUMBIA FOR STATE REP:  You probably think I’m about to bash 

John Diehl for taking some sporting tickets or meals from a sleazy lobbyist.  But you 

would be wrong.  I’m going to bash Town and Country State Rep. Sue Allen. While 

Diehl accepts around $100,000 in contributions from cigarette makers, casinos, 

railroads and the pork industry every quarter, Allen rarely gets big contributions. 

However on September 28 Sue got $110 in free tickets to the University of Missouri 

football game plus $53 in free food all compliments from the lobbyist for your favorite 

electric company (actually your only electric company) Ameren Union Electric. It is nice 

to see that Sue doesn’t have to go deal with all the hassles that regular folks do when it 

comes to getting football tickets and food.   

 

Next summer when you get what you think is an extremely high electric bill think about 

that $163 football game for Sue and that someone had to pay for.      

mailto:pbehnen@sbcglobal.net
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  Big Missouri Tiger fan who attends games thanks to people who pay 

electric bills.  

 

MASON VALLEY WIFE MURDER SUSPECT STILL WAITING TRIAL:  William Lynn 

Gunter who was arrested and charged with the murder of his wife has been in jail since 

the day of this arrest on March 20.  Currently his court file shows a “settlement 

conference” set for December 12, 2013 at 9am.  While Gunter first reported to police 

that his wife Suzi Gunter had “fallen down the stairs” it has been rumored that the 

murder weapon was the edge of a laptop computer. Possibly a game piece for Clue.  

    
 

 

NEIGHBOR OF MURDER SUSPECT AND A $250,000 ACCUSED EMBEZZLER 

STILL WAITING FOR TRIAL:  Richard T Saddler, who lives around the corner from the 

Gunter house on Featherstone is out on bail after being charged with committing a 

$250,000 embezzlement.  He has a pre-trial conference scheduled for December 13 at 

9am.   

 

COUNTRY LIFE ACRES MURDER SUSPECT BACK IN COURT IN DECEMBER: 

Mary Mullenix who is accused of killing her husband in their home at 14 Country Life 

Acres with a knife on July 18 is due back in court on December 12 before Judge Dennis 

Smith. 

   Mary Mullenix 
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OTHER POSSIBILITIES: Some readers and I have come up with other breeds of dogs 

for the Arts Commission to consider rather than the Labradoodle to be included in a 

Harry Weber statue with a horse. The choice of a statue of a horse and dog has been a 

bone of contention between the arts commission and elected officials who want a 

human (hopefully a voter or at least a taxpayer) included in the statue. The Arts 

Commission wants the passive horse and dog, but a different dog, preferably a 

Labradoodle.  

 

     
A labradoodle                                      Statue of Old Drum in Warrensburg   Jim The Wonder Dog 

 

Old Drum, a fox hound, was shot and killed when he wandered onto a neighbor’s 

property in Johnson County, Missouri.  Old Drum, owned by Charles Burden had been 

killed or murdered as some say, by Burden’s brother-in-law, Leonidas Hornsby, a sheep 

rancher.  Drum hired lawyer George Vest and sued Hornsby in circuit court in 

Warrensburg, MO.   

 

Vest, who was later a U.S. Senator from Missouri from 1879 to 1903, won the case 

receiving the maximum judgment allowed of $500. His closing argument was a Eulogy 

to Old Drum.   
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Gentlemen of the jury: The best friend a man has in this world may turn against him and 

become his enemy. His son or daughter that he has reared with loving care may prove 

ungrateful. Those who are nearest and dearest to us, those whom we trust with our happiness 

and our good name, may become traitors to their faith. The money that a man has, he may 

lose. It flies away from him, perhaps when he needs it the most. A man's reputation may be 

sacrificed in a moment of ill-considered action. The people who are prone to fall on their 

knees to do us honor when success is with us may be the first to throw the stone of malice 

when failure settles its cloud upon our heads. The one absolutely unselfish friend that a man 

can have in this selfish world, the one that never deserts him and the one that never proves 

ungrateful or treacherous is his dog.  

Gentlemen of the jury: A man's dog stands by him in prosperity and in poverty, in health and 

in sickness. He will sleep on the cold ground, where the wintry winds blow and the snow drives 

fiercely, if only he may be near his master's side. He will kiss the hand that has no food to 

offer, he will lick the wounds and sores that come in encounters with the roughness of the 

world. He guards the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a prince. When all other friends 

desert, he remains. When riches take wings and reputation falls to pieces, he is as constant in 

his love as the sun in its journey through the heavens. 

If fortune drives the master forth an outcast in the world, friendless and homeless, the faithful 

dog asks no higher privilege than that of accompanying him to guard against danger, to fight 

against his enemies, and when the last scene of all comes, and death takes the master in its 

embrace and his body is laid away in the cold ground, no matter if all other friends pursue 

their way, there by his graveside will the noble dog be found, his head between his paws, his 

eyes sad but open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even to death. 

Jim the Wonder Dog:     Jim was a Llewellyn Setter a breed now known as English 

Setters.  He was owned by Sam VanArsdale of Marshall, Missouri. Jim had a large 

comprehension of English and could obey detailed commands. He was tested by 

professors at both the University of Missouri and Washington University.  

 

There is a bronze statue of Jim in Marshall, Missouri. 

 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Llewellin_Setter
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OTHER NOTABLE MISSOURI DOGS:  If you stretch the point, Walt Disney did attend 

elementary school in Missouri and started his drawing career in Kansas City.  He has a 

few well known dogs:   

 

     
 

 

 

DARWIN AWARD NOMINEE: Perhaps there is an unusual circumstance but until I hear 

of one Manchester resident Kara Koriath, 43, might be up for a nomination for a 2013 

Dawin Award. The mother was driving at 6am with her two teenage boys, Andrew 

Dreste, 16, and Matthew Dreste, 13 in the backseat of her 2008 GMC Arcadia large size 

SUV. 

 

Somehow at 6am fireworks in the vehicle got ignited and then set off more fireworks.  

We are only guessing Kara and the boys like to celebrate Thanksgiving with a bang. 

 

The detonations caused Kara to lose control and crash the vehicle off the road.  The 

SUV then burned.  After State Troopers and T&C cops arrived on the scene it appeared 

as if Kara was driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol and she was arrested after 

everyone was transported to Mercy Hospital for “serious” injuries.  

 

Kara is a Financial Advisor with PNC Investments. 

 

http://www.mshp.dps.mo.gov/HP68/AccidentDetailsAction?ACC_RPT_NUM=13073291

4 

 

If nothing else there should be plenty to talk about around the table this Thanksgiving. 

http://www.mshp.dps.mo.gov/HP68/AccidentDetailsAction?ACC_RPT_NUM=130732914
http://www.mshp.dps.mo.gov/HP68/AccidentDetailsAction?ACC_RPT_NUM=130732914
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Kara is on the far left of this photo taken in 2011 at a St. Patrick’s Day Party.  

 

 

MEDIA WATCH: KMOX…apparently not making enough money!   When we moved 

to Washington, DC in 1990, there was a radio station there that reminded me a lot of 

KMOX.  It was WMAL, AM 630.  The station was a DC area institution.  It had the same 

popular morning duo of Frank Harding and Jackson Weaver for over 30 years. For 20 

years it was the same afternoon show of Bill Trumbull and Chris Core.  Both the 

morning and afternoon shows had hosts playing different characters. 

 

They reminded me of the productions and skits that Jack Carney used to put on KMOX.  

In the 1950s and 60s DC had the Joy Boys of Radio, Willard Scott and Ed Walker at 

WRC doing the same thing.     

 

Here is a video air check of the Joy Boys last broadcast on WRC  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9IxNqYIbUE 

 

            
Frank Harind & Jackson Weaver           Chris Core left and Bill Trumbull              The King of St L ratings 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9IxNqYIbUE
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The midnight guy at WMAL was Bill Mayhugh, he reminded me a lot of John McCormick 

on KMOX. WMAL for years had the Washington Redskins on the air as KMOX had 

most sports locked up in St. Louis. 

 

Every Christmas for 19 years WMAL would give a gift to their listeners and do a live 

broadcast from a theater in The Kennedy Center.  It was a radio show with local 

musicians and celebrities that used to go from 10am to 6pm and then from 10am to 

2pm.  It was FREE.    They asked listeners to stop by be entertained with Christmas 

music and stay as long as they could for FREE.   My wife and I went a couple of times.  

We enjoyed the shows on WMAL and despite hating the drive into DC from Maryland, 

spending time at the Kennedy Center was always a treat.  

 

 
 

Times have changed.  WMAL switched to loud mouth right wing political talk and was 

no longer really a radio station for the whole DC metropolitan region. All the local hosts 

are long gone.  There hasn’t been a Christmas Show at the Kennedy Center since 

about 2000. 

 

I see where KMOX is having a Holiday Show at the Sheldon on Washington Avenue 

near Grand on December 2.  Unlike the old WMAL Christmas show, which was a FREE 

present to the listeners, the KMOX appears to be a profit operation.  The seats are for 

sale from between $15 and $50 plus a ticket surcharge.  There is no mention that the 

proceeds are going to a charity.  

 

Apparently KMOX is not making a big enough profit anymore to actually give something 

nice to the listeners.    

 

The vanishing news obit!  A lot of things have disappeared from the Post-Dispatch 

such as, TV listings, a local editorial cartoonist, small college sports coverage, job ads 

in the classified section not to mention realtor ads. But the one thing besides the lack of 
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an editorial cartoonist that I have really missed are local news obits.  These are different 

from the obits paid for by the funeral homes and are actually written by a PD staff writer.  

 

This came to mind when Emil Wilde died on November 12. There was only a funeral 

home paid obit at the time of his death. Wilde was a radio newsman back when radio 

stations had their own street reporters and news operations.  He worked for a number of 

years at KSD when KSD was the number 2 station in town behind KMOX and later he 

was on the air at KMOX until the late 1980s.  He was on the air at St. Louis radio 

stations for 47 years.  He was also the voice of the Lutheran Hour for 10 years when it 

was broadcast over the Mutual Broadcasting System.  

 Emil Wilde 

After leaving KMOX in 1986 he was a journalism professor at Lindenwood and ran the 

college radio station.  

 

How a guy who tens of thousands of people listened to in St. Louis on a daily basis 

could not get a “news obit” is beyond me.  After his funeral there was a blurb about his 

death in Joe Hollerman’s column that appears on Saturdays, but that isn’t much.  

 

When my 90-year-old mother died in 2005 the PD had cut back on news obits but ran 

one on her because she met a requirement that is no longer in use.  She had been a 

high school teacher.  Of course she was a high school teacher from 1938 to 1941 and I 

have to guess over half of her students were probably dead…but the PD did run a news 

obit. Teachers and many other noted St. Lousians are no longer accorded that 

acknowledgement by the PD.            

 

ST. LOUIS BEACON AND KWMU MERGER:  Is this really a government function?  

The St. Louis Beacon started in 2008.  The Beacon was made up of people who took 

buyouts from the Post-Dispatch or were laid off in staff cuts. A year later the St. Louis 

Globe-Democrat online edition was launched.  Neither made any money.  The Globe-

Democrat folded 14 months later.  The Beacon continued on through donations and 
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grants.  It seemed to be pushed by editor Margaret Freivogel, who dates back to the 

1970s as a reporter for the PD and former PD political reporter Jo Mannies.  Frankly the 

Beacon has always been a rather dull read with very little breaking news.  

 

Now the curators at The University of Missouri-St. Louis have approved the meager of 

the long time University owned and operated NPR outlet, KWMU and the Beacon. 

 

I have to wonder if our tax dollars should be supporting a news operation such as the 

Beacon.  I understand why the University of Missouri operates a daily newspaper and a 

TV station in Columbia in conjunction with its School of Journalism. But the Beacon is 

different. When it was clear that the Beacon could not make it selling ads it became a 

non-profit. 

 

But really if local reporting is so important why isn’t the State giving me money to 

produce this newsletter (which costs about $2,500 a year in payments for the domain 

name, to my webmaster and for records obtained from courts, police departments and 

city halls for articles) or the folks at West Magazine or the Webster-Kirkwood Times?         

 

ST. LOUIS SPORTS TALKER RANKED 32ND IN THE COUNTRY:  I remember back 

in the late 1960 and early 1970s KMOX was one of the most listened to stations by 

sports fans in the country.  The Sports Open Line was from 6:15 to 7pm or later if there 

wasn’t a Cardinals Baseball game or a Blues Hockey game. Perhaps one of the most 

listened to segments was on Friday nights when Jack Buck had on Dick Young, the 

New York Daily News’ extremely outspoken sports columnist (at least by the standards 

of the day).    

 

In the current listing of the Top 100 sport talk shows in the country KMOX is not 

mentioned, but WXOS-FM’s show featuring Randy Karraker and D’Marco Farr is rated 

the number 32 in the country.  
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The top two sport talks shows in the country are on WFAN in New York. 

 

http://www.talkers.com/2013-talkers-heavy-hundred-sports-talk/ 

 

 

FIRST CHRISTMAS CARD OF THE YEAR:  It arrived on November 4. 

 
 

 

It was from the Salvation Army.  Thanks to the Red Cross I have made the Salvation 

Army my main charity for small donations throughout the year. 

 

The reason I quit giving money to the Red Cross was simple.  They put a tobacco 

lobbyist, who also was behind using eminent domain to steal property of a widow and 

her grandchildren for $800,000 less than it was worth.  

 

    . 

If they think it is a good idea to have someone who helped spread lung disease and 

cheat people on the board of directors of the St. Louis Regional Red Cross, they 

certainly don’t need my money.  You add in how Gov. Christie lambasted the Red Cross 

while praising the Salvation Army’s response to the victims of Super Storm Sandy…I’m 

happy with my decision.  

 

http://www.talkers.com/2013-talkers-heavy-hundred-sports-talk/
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When I was in St. Andrews, New Brunswick this fall I stopped at this store and wanted 

to make sure that T&C Mayor Jon Dalton was not a co-owner before I bought a piece of 

fudge.  It was two Christmas time columns by Bill McClellan in 2009 that painted Dalton 

as an ultimate Scrooge by firing three lower level women employees at city hall and the 

police department without considering budget cuts first.   

 

SEEN IN A WEST COUNTY PARKING LOT: 

 

 
 

 

FOOD:  If you remember I recently gave a rather lackluster review of the chicken 

tenders at Raising Canes new location in Des Peres on Manchester where they sell just 

chicken tenders.  About two weeks later I had lunch with Jean Whitney at Smitty’s on 

Clayton Road at Baxter. I found out that Smitty’s dropped the frozen chicken tenders 
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and replaced them with hand breaded chicken tenders.  They were delicious and worth 

the trip to Smitty’s and the wait for them to be prepared per order.  

 

    
These from Raising canes were okay.        These at Smitty’s were great! 

 

SECRET LOCATION:  I was never a big fan of the huge box stores that also sell 

groceries like Sam’s Club or Costco.  My opinion has changed on Costco.  They have 

certain items that cannot be match by any other local supermarket.  I’m not talking 

price…I’m talking TASTE.  There 30-piece ready to eat shrimp are the best in St. Louis.  

The same goes for the slider size pretzel rolls. Both are prepared at the stores.  The 

pretzel rolls are shipped frozen and then thawed.  Both the shrimp and pretzel rolls 

cannot be beat in taste at any other area store.  The Costco Clam Chowder is also an 

above average product.        

 

   
 

MUSIC: 

 

Saturday December 7, and Sunday December 8  at the Scottish Rite:  The United 

States Air Force Band of Mid-America Christmas Concert:  After living 16-years in 
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the Washington, DC area it began to wear on me.  But there was one exception.  I loved 

Christmas in Washington.  One of the best things were the Air Force, Army and Navy 

band Christmas concerts every year at Constitution Hall.  The tickets were free, but you 

had to write for them in advance.  The Navy concert was the closest to Christmas Day 

and was so popular for several years it was televised on local TV for people who could 

not get tickets.  

 

Now being back in St. Louis, one of the few good things about being in DC is right here.  

The Air Force Band of Mid-America puts on a great Christmas Concert at the Scottish 

Rite on Lindell.  The concerts this year are on Saturday December 7 and Sunday 

December 8.    

 

Wednesday December 11, Logan College:   Also this year the Air Force Band will be 

performing on Wednesday December 11 at Logan College and no tickets are needed 

for that concert.  

 

    
 

Here is how you get tickets for the concerts at the Scottish Rite: 

 

The United States Air Force Band of Mid-America presents its annual free holiday concert twice at the 

Saint Louis Scottish Rite Cathedral this year.  An evening performance on Saturday, December 7, 2013 

(7pm) and a matinee performance on Sunday, December 8, 2013 (3pm). Tickets are available on a 

limited, 1st come – 1st serve basis, so please act quickly. Due to parking space limitations, the first 300 

ticket requests will receive one free parking pass (limit of one parking pass per household). 

 

The Scottish Rite parking garage entrance is at 3634 Olive St, St. Louis, MO 63108 and the skybridge is 

on the 3rd level of the parking garage. 
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To obtain free tickets (limit of six tickets per request), please send your specific date request with a 

self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) to: 

 

Scottish Rite Cathedral 

Performing Arts Series – J 

3633 Lindell Boulevard 

St. Louis, MO 63108 

 

For more information contact the Scottish Rite Office at 314-533-7410 

 

 

 

 

CARTOONS: 
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