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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 103 

 

November  07,   2013  

                                  

By John Hoffmann   

 

RESIDENTS GET WEBSITE AND FACEBOOKPAGE AGAINST THE MARYVILLE 

REZONING:  The residents in subdivisions along Conway Road near Maryville 

University have not given up the good fight against Maryville buying 17 acres of 

residential land and rezoning it so they can move their maintenance facility (trucks, gas 

and diesel tanks, salt & gravel, compost, snowplow blades, other equipment) plus two 

athletic fields to Conway Road.  

 

 
 

The train appears to be on the track for the Board of Aldermen to rezone the property.  

Ward-1 Alderwoman Lynn Wright has told the residents she doesn’t see what the big 

deal is and mentions that the Churchill School is behind her house. Ald. Fred Meyland-

Smith has already voted for the measure as a member of the Planning and Zoning 

Commission. 

 

Ward-4 alderman, Phil Behnen has been telling residents that you will not be able to 

see the maintenance facility, dump trucks and tractors from Conway Road.  Nearby 

residents disagree.  

 

The residents’ website, http://www.protectresidentialzoning.org/ has links to their 

Facebook page and to a 3 minute video.  

http://www.protectresidentialzoning.org/
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It is interesting to see residents from some of the wealthiest subdivision suddenly wake 

up to municipal government.  Election records show that these residents have some of 

the worst records for voting in municipal elections, like it is beneath them.  I think that is 

about to change and I think that Phil Behnen should expect some opposition in next 

April’s election.  The residents along Conway Road are still steaming over Behnen’s 

remarks that his email had been 50-50 on the issue. Our records check at city hall 

should it was more like 33-to-0 in opposition to the rezoning in emails.     

 

The facebook page has a rather dire name, “Help Save Town and Country.”   

 

 
 

One resident commented to us that while Maryville will be allowed unlimited time for a 

presentation to the Board of Aldermen on Monday, her subdivision’s trustees are going 

to be restricted to a 10-minute power-point presentation in opposition.  She sent along a 

copy of an email from city administrator Gary Hoelzer to a trustee making that point. Of 

course Gary did it in a very diplomatic way, but still Maryville University get unlimited 

time for their presentation and the opposition gets 10 minutes for a presentation. 

 

The vote on the rezoning is going to be at the Monday November 11 Board of Aldermen 

meeting.  
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RESIDENTS PAY $600 TO CUT EX-CONVICT’S LAWN: In our September 16th 

newsletter (#97) we wrote about attending the High Grass and Weed Abatement 

Hearing at city hall. The case involved rather clear evidence that ex-convict and former 

drug dealer Bryan Marchant-Calsyn had refused to cut the grass and weeds which grew 

to over seven feet high around the his unoccupied house and 3-acre lot at 1761 

Topping Road.   City Manager Gary Hoelzer acted as the hearing officer and ruled that 

seven foot high grass and weeds were indeed a nuisance and ordered that a contractor 

be hired to cut them and for the city to put a lien on the property.  

      
The final bill for the harvest of 3-acres of 7-foot high crop of weeds and grass is $600. 

Town and Country wasted no time placing a lien on the property.  We checked on 

November 1 and the $600 lien was on file with St. Louis County.     

 

  
 

 

SON OF LEGENDARY ST. LOUIS MAYOR GETS SEVEN YEARS FOR 

FELONY DRUNK DRIVING IN TOWN AND COUNTRY AND 

CHESTERFIELD PLUS 30 DAYS FOR ASSAULTING A CHESTERFIELD 

COP AT HIS MOTHER’S HOME:  This is a preview of our upcoming Holiday 

Drunks and Thieves report. We were researching cases when the last name of 

Cervantes got our attention.  The initial sentence of a 7 year jail sentence by long time 
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County Judge Robert Cohen really got our attention even if Cohen only required four 

months in prison before another probation period would start.    

 

(Please note we are talking about a mayor’s son arrested for DWI and for a change it 

isn’t T&C Mayor Jon Dalton’s son and his two DWI arrests in Ladue in 2012.)  

 

     
Former Mayor A.J. Cervantes.       Brett’s Town and Country Mug Shot. Brett in his Chesterfield mug shot. 

 

Cervantes was arrested for first felony DWI on February 12, 2011. At the time he 

was living with his 88-year-old mother and the former first lady of St. Louis, Carmen 

Cervantes, in the 15000 block of Oaktree Estates in Chesterfield. To file a Felony-DWI 

charge against a person they must have at least two prior convictions for DWI.  

 

Town and Country Police Officer Paul Wilson observed Cervantes, 53, driving a 2003 

cream color Jaguar (at least he was trying to fit in West County) on westbound I-64 

around Maryville Center at 1:47am. Wilson observed that Cervantes kept weaving in 

and out of the center lane. After the fourth time the Jaguar weaved into the curb lane 

Wilson tried to pull the car over.  Cervantes continued until he exited I-64 in Chesterfield 

where he stopped.  

 

Before Officer Wilson could exit his patrol car, Cervantes got out of the Jaguar, but 

stumbled and had to use the door for balance. Wilson found that Cervantes had all the 

typical signs of intoxication, bloodshot eyes, odor of booze on his breath, slurred speech 

and no balance.  

 

Cervantes denied that he had been drinking. Wilson reported that he became 

belligerent and refused to take any field sobriety tests. He was arrested for DWI. 
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Inside the car, an assisting officer found a cup of liquid with ice cubes. The liquid was 

tested and found to contain alcohol. 

 

At the police station Wilson determined that Cervantes had been arrested and convicted 

of DWI in Ladue in 2000 and in Ballwin in 2009.  A third DWI is normally a felony 

charge.  

 

Cervantes refused to take a breath test.  This automatically revoked his license, but 

there is an appeal period that can be a drawn out affair.   

 

Since Officer Wilson was now dealing with a felony he completed an application for a 

search warrant to get a forced blood draw from Cervantes. At 3:40am Wilson was at the 

home of a County judge who signed a search warrant. At 4:40 or three hours after he 

first spotted Cervantes driving, Wilson obtained two vials of blood for an alcohol test 

from Cervantes, who had been taken to St. John’s Hospital (before the name change). 

He then waited another hour to be able to draw two more vials of blood for a drug test.  

 

During the wait for the blood draws Cervantes finally admitted that he had been drinking 

earlier in the evening but was no longer intoxicated.  He was wrong.  

 

The County Police Crime Lab tests of the blood drawn at 4:40am showed Cervantes’s 

BAC was .22%. The drug tests from blood drawn at 5:50am showed Cervantes had 

both Diazepam and Nordiazepan in his blood.  

 

Diazepam is more commonly known as Valium and a standard warning is that it should 

not be used with alcohol consumption.  

 

Nordiazepam is also a muscle relaxer and sedative and should not be used with 

alcohol.  It is beginning to look like Officer Wilson basically removed a ticking time bomb 

from the streets.  

 

The legal system dragged its heels for over 11 months and Cervantes would meet the 

police again before going to court on the Town and Country DWI. 

 

Motherly Loves only goes so far:  Cervantes’ next arrest came when his mother was 

so frightened of him in a combative intoxicated state that she called the police at 

6:10pm on January 25, 2012. Officer Craig Friemel was dispatched to Carmen 

Cervantes’ home on Oaktree Estates Drive off of Shoettler Road in Chesterfield.  The 

dispatcher advised that “the caller’s son is becoming violent.”   
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When Friemel arrived at the house he could hear a male yelling inside the house 

despite him ringing the doorbell and knocking loudly on the door.  

 

Finally Brett Cervantes answered the door and told Officer Frimel that his mom was 

“getting upset.” Frimel reported that Cervantes was very intoxicated. 

 

Frimel reported that he found Mrs. Cervantes in another room and her personal 

assistant Susan Kamman standing by the garage door shaking and appearing to be 

very frightened. Kamman said Brett was very intoxicated and had been yelling at them 

for the last hour.  

 

Once Officer Todd Lantz arrived on the scene to keep Cervantes from leaving, Frimel 

learned from Mrs. Cervantes that her son had moved in with her one-and-half years 

earlier. She said he was an alcoholic and had gone into treatment several times. She 

said she was frightened and wanted her son arrested and taken to jail so he could sober 

up.  

 

Mrs. Cervantes said if her son would agree to go downstairs to his bedroom and go to 

sleep she would not press charges. Frimel took Cervantes to the basement and 

explained if he would stay downstairs his mother would not press charges.  He refused 

and began yelling that it was his house.  

 

 Mrs. Carmen Cervantes lights a birthday candle for her husband, 

Mayor Alphonso J. Cervantes in 1968. Photo by Globe-Democrat Photographer Jack Fahland      

 

Frimel placed him under arrest for Peace Disturbance and Domestic Assault.  That did 

not go well and Officer Lantz had to assist Frimel. Cervantes resisted being handcuffed 
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and the officers put him down on the floor.  He went face first and his nose began 

bleeding. He refused to put on shoes or walk up the stairs to the first floor and had to be 

carried or dragged by the officers. He tried to get away from the officers and go toward 

his mother but failed.  Once outside he began spitting blood on Officer Frimel. He was 

charged with Peace Disturbance and Assault on a Law Enforcement Officer.   

 

Cervantes was cited and released the next day on bond. He then failed to appear in city 

court, which was a big mistake since the city prosecutor Tim Englemeyer and Judge 

Rick Brunk do their best to never convict anyone of anything. But you have to show up 

to get the special treatment. An arrest warrant was issued against Cervantes for Failure 

to Appear.  

 

On July 26, 2012 at 1:10pm Officer Cerna stopped Cervantes driving near his mother’s 

subdivision and arrested him. The charges would later be transferred to St. Louis 

County Circuit Court. 

 

COURT DAY FOR FIRST DWI:  On February 19, 2013 Cervantes pled guilty to the 

Town and Country Felony DWI case and was sentenced by Judge Cohen to four years 

in prison.  The Chesterfield Peace Disturbance and Assault on a Police Officer cases 

were still pending. However Judge Cohen waived the entire prison time and placed 

Cervantes on 5-years probation.  Cohen apparently felt two prior DWI probation 

sentences were not enough for Cervantes and he deserved a third one, despite being in 

his mid-50s and perfectly willing to mix high impact sedative drugs with high levels of 

alcohol and then drive a car.  

 

So much for brotherly love...the next Chesterfield arrest:   The next thing in the 

continuing saga of the demise of Brett Cervantes came 38 days after being given the 

probation term by Judge Cohen.  

 

At 10:51pm on Friday March 29 Officer David Krumm while patrolling I-64 observed a 

Jeep weaving from the far right lane into the center lane and then onto the shoulder. He 

tried to stop the Jeep but the driver exited I-64/Hwy 40 at Boone’s Crossing before 

pulling over.  

 

Krumm told Cervantes why he stopped him and Cervantes said he was unfamiliar with 

the vehicle as he was driving that it belonged to the 47-year-old passenger, Dawn Miller 

of Farmington, MO.  

 

Krumm reported Cervantes appeared to be intoxicated. Krumm asked for Cervantes’ 

driver’s license which was currently revoked due to his refusal to take a breath in the 
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Town and Country.  Cervantes said he didn’t have his license with him although Krumm 

could see the outline of a wallet in Cervantes’ back pocket. 

 When Officer Krumm asked him for his full name, date of birth and social security 

number, Cervantes gave his name as that of his older brother Barry Cervantes and then 

his own date of birth in 1957.     

 

Unfortunately the Social Security Number Cervantes gave as Barry’s was in the police 

computer system and belonged to someone else who born in 1971, 17 years after Barry 

Cervantes. A further check on the name of Barry Cervantes showed a drivers license 

under that name to a person born in 1954 and not in 1957.   

 

Officer Krumm reported he noticed a bugle around Cervantes ankle and mentioned it. 

Cervantes claimed it was an injury.  In fact it was a monitoring device from Probation 

and Parole.  

 

Cervantes then admitted he had lied and gave his true name.  Krumm then found out 

that Cervantes’s license was revoked and he had an outstanding bad check warrant in 

Jefferson City. 

 

He was arrested for yet another DWI.  This time he took the breath test at the station 

that showed his BAC to be .11%, remarkably low for Cervantes, but still well over the 

legal limit to drive a car.              

 

By the summer of 2013 the Chesterfield Peace Disturbance and cop assault case had 

been sent to Judge Cohen.    On August 15 Cervantes pled guilty to the Peace 

Disturbance and Assault cases and was given a 30-day jail sentence and credit for time 

already served waiting for trail.    

 

Cervantes was back on August 29, 2013 and pled guilty again this time to the 

Chesterfield felony-DWI.  Judge Cohen revoked his probation on the Town and Country 

case with the 4-year sentence. He then sentenced him to 7-years in the Department of 

Corrections, but stayed all but four months of that sentence.  

 

So just before New Year’s Eve Cervantes should be back on the streets with 80 months 

still left on his latest prison sentence. We just hope that no one gets hurt.  

 

THE ARREST REPORTS ON ALL THREE OF THESE CASES ARE POSTED ON OUR 

WEBSITE http://johnhoffmann.net. 

  

http://johnhoffmann.net/
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A person familiar with the Cervantes family said Brett, the younger brother, was a 

strange guy and a bad apple. 

 

Someone asked what he did.  From the all the court filings I found, Brett would open a 

business, then stop paying rent and employee withholding taxes.  There are multiple 

lawsuits against him from various landlords for back rent and the State of Missouri over 

delinquent back taxes. The bad check charge is still pending in the Cole County Circuit 

Court in Jefferson City.   He has been sued 32 times for non-payment or back taxes.   

 

Some Fox Theater goers might remember one of Cervantes failed projects, The Tuxedo 

Room, restaurant and nightclub located in the Grand Center.  Musician friends of mine 

say the place lasted less than a year.    

 

MAX THE DOG HAS A NEW HOME…THE WEST COUNTY WAY:  You 

may remember in September the first story in one newsletter was about how 1-year-old 

Max the dog was looking for a new home. We didn’t have any luck finding him one, but 

he got one in a so West County way. 

 

Max’s original owner who found herself without the time to give to a one-year dog. She  

had been sending him to “Doggie Day-Care”  at the Silver Maple Farms kennels hidden 

away on Ballas Road just inside of Des Peres.  There Max met a soul mate, a female 

dog of similar age and size.  That dog’s residence is in Illinois, but her owner is a 

psychologist who has an office on the I-270 corridor. She would drop her dog off at 

Silver Maple Farms on her way to work every day. Her dog and Max became best 

buddies and were almost inseparable. When she found out Max’s owner was looking for 

a new home for Max she took him for the mental health of her dog.  

 

     Max the dog with a new home.   
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DALTONISK:  An alert reader forwarded this news article from Fox News.com about 

how the city of Seattle is using eminent domain to seize a commercial surface parking 

lot from a 103-year-old woman to turn the land into a pay surface parking lot.  

 

Here is what our reader wrote: 

 

“This looks like something Dalton would be a part of.” 

 

Regular readers know how we followed the story of how Town and Country mayor Jon 

Dalton set up two of three LLCs to build a nightclub district on Broadway south of the 

ballpark.  His group wanted a salvage yard that had been in operation since 1948 and 

owned by widow Opel Henderson who worked at the yard every day with her adult 

sons. Dalton arranged for his law firm Lewis-Rice to represent the St. Louis Land 

Clearance Authority and obtained the property through eminent domain under protest 

by Henderson and her lawyer. They sued and won an $800,000-plus verdict that Dalton 

and his investors were not in a hurry to pay until they were then sued in Federal Court. 

It turned out that Dalton and his buddies never had the financing in place to build the 

actual nightclub district.  

 Opal Henderson and her lawyer Chet Pleban after she was 

finally paid by Dalton’s group.  

 

Here is the story from Seattle:          

 

From Fox News.com October 25.   

The city of Seattle is forcing a 103-year-old woman to give up her private waterfront parking lot 
to make way for a city-owned parking lot. 

The City Council voted Monday to use its power of eminent domain to acquire the lot owned by 
Spokane resident Myrtle Woldson, who has repeatedly turned down offers to purchase the 

property, Q13FOX.com reported. 
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According to the Puget Sound Business Journal, the city wants to acquire Woldson's property to 
mitigate the loss of other parking lots during the construction of a $2.1 billion tunnel that will 
replace the Alaskan Way Viaduct. 

City officials have said that they plan to keep the lot for surface parking, even though city and 
state transportation documents call for structured parking along Seattle's central waterfront 

area, including Woldson's lot, the newspaper reported. 

Gary Beck, president of Republic Parking Northwest, which operates the lot, told the Puget 
Sound Business Journal that Woldson once turned down a $20 million-dollar offer for the 
property. 

“It makes no fiscal sense to me to have the city condemn a parking lot to make more parking,” 

Beck said. 

The city has not indicated what they will offer Woldson for the property. She still has the 

opportunity to challenge the taking and the eventual selling price in court. 

Glen Morgan of the Freedom Foundation, an Olympia-based free-market think tank, told 
Q13FOX.com there are several bills moving through the Washington Legislature that would 
revamp the state's eminent domain laws and extend more rights to property owners. 

”In this case, the city of Seattle is using eminent domain to seize a parking lot, so they can use it 

as a parking lot,” Morgan said. “There’s no public good in that at all.”   

 

 

 

 

MUSIC:   

 

Tuesday saw the wife and me at the Sheldon Concert Hall.  We went to see a new jazz 

group, Midwest Jazz-tette.  However before the Jazz-tette took to the stage we got to 

listen to the Java Jive vocal group, who butchered great Gene Puerling arrangements   

for over 30 minutes before the musicians took to the stage. 
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Three to four of these people singing were good, unfortunately there were eight of them.  

My hero was trombonist Doug Bert who while doing an ensemble piece on Lullaby of 

Broadway and completely drowned out the Java Jive. 

      
When a member of the Java Jive introduced the Midwest Jazz-tette, they introduced the 

group’s leader and arranger Valerie Tichachek as “Vickie” Tichachek. 

 

The Midwest Jazz-tette was great.  We left before the final songs which were by the 

Java Jive…I couldn’t bear to hear them do one of my favorite songs, Rodger and Hart’s 

“If I Could Write a Book.”  When we got to the car I put a Singers Unlimited CD into the 

player and listened to some great Gene Puerling arrangements on the ride home.  

   

WEDNESDAY:  It was our first stop at Sasha’s on de Munn in Clayton in over a month. 

Joe Bayer was just back from a couple of weeks in LA on business, plus surprise guest 

Colleen Farquahr (the sax kitten) who returned after May-through-October stint as a 

musician on Holland American and Seaborn cruise ships.       
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Jim Manley brought something new to Sasha’s.  It was a blue and yellow plastic trumpet 

one of Jim’s students gave him.  It sounded surprisingly good.    

 

UPCOMING: Friday:  Chesterfield’s Joe Mancuso and guitarist Dave Black will be at 

the Chasers’ Lounge at the Chase Park Plaza, next to the movie theaters from 6-9.  

 

 
 

 

 SATURDAY 

        Joe Bozzi with his vibes and his trio will be 

at Vito’s in Chesterfield Valley at 138 Chesterfield Town Center on Saturday November 

9 from  6:30 to 9:30. 
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 Two Times True with Carolbeth True, Larry Johnson 

on sax, Glenn Smith on bass and David True on drums will be at Robbie’s House of 

Jazz in Webster Groves from 8-11 

 

.    On Saturday I’ll be at the One-19 in 

Kirkwood at 119 N. Kirkwood Road where Jim Manley and Arthur Toney will be 

performing from 9-Midnight.    
 

CARTOONS:   
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