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May 5, 2010 

From:  John Hoffmann

BOARD OF ALDERMEN CONSIDERING IMPORTING TUMBLEWEEDS FROM ARIZONA FOR CITY’S GHOST TOWNS or THINGS GET WORSE IN THE BUSINESS DISTRICTS:  Yes the Board of Aldermen in conjunction with Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton’s Green Team Commission may consider bringing in some tumbleweeds to blow around the Manchester Meadows and Town and Country Crossing Shopping centers. 

FORGET ABOUT LUKAS LIQUORS:  The mayor is fast to announce good news but on the other side of the coin is not in any hurry to inform the residents about more bad news.  At the Board of Aldermen meeting on January 11 Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton announced how it was his great pleasure to inform everyone that the empty 35,000 square foot Linen and Things store would soon be occupied by Lukas Liquors. Normally cigarette lobbyists are happy to talk about anything to do with booze.  A huge liquor store would certainly help pump up our shrinking sales tax revenue and likely sell more smokes.        

The only problem is that Lukas Liquors is not leaving Ellisville, where it is located in the Super K-Mart shopping center.  

It is now the two-year anniversary for the frame shop leaving Manchester Meadows. To mark the anniversary the Chinese restaurant located just to the north of the former frame shop and empty exercise gym went out of business giving us yet another empty store front in Manchester Meadows. 

Mayor Dalton’s administration is quick to talk about possible but not confirmed leases but keeps its mouth shut when more stores leave and lessen our tax base. 

TWO WEEKS IN MAYOR SPEAK:  Once again at the Feb 18th Mason Valley Homeowners Association meeting, Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton proclaimed he would have a major announcement to make in two weeks concerning a new tenant moving into the old Wal-Mart building at Manchester Meadows.  77 days later…still no announcement.  That is 11 weeks! 

IS IT TIME YET? Granted there was a recession but since he was taking full credit for the great state of the city in the city’s 2008 and 2009 newsletters…Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton should get credit for the collapse of the town’s business districts

ONE DAY OF CUSTOMERS AT TOWN AND COUNTRY CROSSING:  The city just announced the 2010 version of Fire and Ice fireworks show has been moved from the Westminster Christian Academy property to the west end of the Town and Country Crossing shopping center.  This should create an unusual scene.  Cars parked in front of Target and Whole Foods!  Normally when you see what looks like a carnival on a parking lot or in the field next to a shopping center, things are not really going too well for that shopping center.    

Please remember when you hear the fireworks exploding on June 26, that the city fired three employees and cancelled two city wide programs, branch chipping and deer control but kept fireworks for 2010.  

THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN MARCHES BACK TO THE DARK AGES:  Do not let our Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jonathan F. Dalton or any of the alderpersons fool you on how “transparent” city government is.  They all took a vote and voted to go hide from the public. 

I was amazed in October of 2009 when the City Attorney, Steve Garrett, who is a resident of Wildwood, “suggested” to the city clerk that she stop making digital recordings of Board of Aldermen meetings and other official meetings held in the Aldermanic Chambers.  This was after we spent more than $50,000 in 2005 to upgrade the Chambers and included a new audio system.  We then spent $1,050 to buy a digital recorder that connects with the new audio system.  Then we stop using it.

THIS SEEMED TO BE A NO BRAINER when I wrote and introduced a resolution requiring the city to start recording meetings agains.  How could elected officials vote against having the most accurate record for the citizens to review?   On Monday April 26, 2010 the entire Board of Aldermen voted to table my resolution, which basically killed it. 

TIM WELBY JUST DOESN’T GET IT:  For a second time Alderman Tim Welby said he didn’t see why we needed to record the meetings, since no one is asking for copies.  At an earlier meeting he said no was asking other than lawyers asked for copies of recordings. First of all who does he think the lawyers represent?  The lawyers wanting copies of meeting recordings are representing residents, property owners and businesses. The people Tim is suppose to represent. Apparently Tim doesn’t think spending thousands of dollars for a recording system, would be a waste of tax dollars if you did not use it.  

I am 57-years old and during that time I have lived at my parent’s house where I grew up, a house I rented in Webster Groves, a house I owned in Kansas City, a house I owned in suburban DC and now one in Town and Country and I have never called the fire department. Using Tim’s logic I should be against Fire Departments, whoever calls for them?  

TIM LIKES THE DARK:  Of course Welby likes the dark.  He tried to keep his campaign contributors and his spending secret in violation of Missouri laws in 2006 when he defeated Patty Wiggins, in 2008 when he ran against me and again in 2009. He never filed any reports until the Board of Elections sent him a warning letter after the election in 2006. Even after getting a warning, Welby continued to ignore the laws. That was until in 2009 my wife filed a formal complaint against him that led to a fine and a probation term. 

AL’S LIBERALS AND DEMOCRATS APPARENTLY HAVE SWTICHED AND NOW LIKE GOVERNMENT IN CAVES:  Al Geber, the guy who “listens, is concerned, connects and delivers” must not have been listening too well when he campaigned this year.  I cannot imagine the majority of Ward-2 residents think it is a good idea not to use expensive equipment we purchased to record to meetings. Al is also the president of a local Democratic Township.  I have to think the liberal Democrats and the people at Principia that helped get Al elected would want the best possible record of all meetings. 

Actually what has happened is that after getting solid support from the mayor and five other alderperson in his campaign to defeat me, Al appears to be joining the “Old Boys Club” at city hall.  

FONS AND WRIGHT HAVE CLEAR REASONS NOT TO HAVE MEETINGS RECORDED!  Steve Fons says so many stupid things at meetings he certainly does not want to have his remarks recorded. You can count on Lynn Wright getting confused several times a year and she like Fons would probably not appreciate having their misstatements recorded. 

MEYLAND-SMITH IS SIMPLER TO UNDERSTAND:  Fred Meyland-Smith has been against everything I have ever introduced.  Allowing residents and businesses to hire the city deer control contractor to do deer management, he was against.  My Inattentive Driving bill he was against until I removed my name from it.  He was against my resolution to force the city to enforce existing liquor laws against businesses that sold liquor to minors. (He only agreed when it was clear the businesses would only receive a warning and no penalty.)  He was against my bill making it a traffic infraction for people to walk around intersections soliciting, selling or begging. So even something that most residents would consider “good government” I was sure Fred would be against and he was. 

KARNEY DOES A FLIP FLOP:  David Karney was a proponent for this resolution.  He asked the city to do a survey of neighboring towns and found the vast majority of them record their meetings and some post the recordings on their websites. With me no longer on the Board of Aldermen, David even took over as the lone sponsor of the resolution.     

However when the resolution was called David moved to table it, which in reality killed it. I emailed David and asked what happened with the resolution and never heard back from him. 

STRANGE:  Members of the board were given a CD of the prior meeting that was recorded. They complained of poor quality.  I find it odd that there quality was okay in October when at the City Attorney’s “suggestion” recordings were stopped and now suddenly the recordings are poor.    If this is the case, a call for a repairman would be in order.  The City Clerk was supposed to mail me that CD on Thursday April 29.  I am still waiting to receive it. 

IT IS VERY CLEAR:  However it is quite clear the Town and country Board of Aldermen do not want what they say accurately recorded or people who cannot attend every meeting to ever know what was said.    

 I KNOW SOMETHING THAT YOU DON’T KNOW:  Alderman Fred Meyland-Smith repeatedly said the contractor’s report on the Deer Kill and Sterilization project would be received and released by April 15.  By the time April 20 rolled around I sent a request for the report as did Alderman David Karney.  That got us a copy of the report where deer were killed and sterilized plus a report concerning the deer census done by the contractor.  Turns out Fred had been sitting on these reports since December 20, 2009!  Town and Country government is clearly a semi-secret society.  I sent out the deer report to people on my deer email list and will happily forward it to anyone else who would like a copy.  

TWO DOWN AND ONE TO GO:  Now two of the employees sacked at the end of the year, when Mayor/cigarette lobbyist Jon Dalton fired three female employees rather than make reasonable cuts to his budget, have found work. 

First hired was Kristin Brequette our police dispatcher.  She was so talented she was hired as a dispatch supervisor at St. Charles Police Department. Instead of having a properly staffed dispatch center, we fired a very talented employee.  The other day I called the dispatch center from my job at MoDot to give the location of an auto accident I was watching on a TV monitor.  My phone has a timer on it and it took 3:03 for the call to get answered.   

Next police clerk Cara Wood was hired by the Clayton Police Department several weeks ago. Now we just have to worry about 8-year city hall receptionist Kim, getting a job.     

LAME DUCK QUACK, QUACK, QUACK: So my wife calls me at work about 9 days after being defeated for re-election and asked me to call a resident about a sanitary sewer issue.  A year and half ago the resident complained about the smell of sewer gas.  The complaints were basically ignored by MSD.  I could smell it too and called the director of public works.  Then on a Saturday the resident walked a nearby storm water creek and found raw sewage in the creek.  MSD spent five days repairing a sanitary sewer line in the Van Courtland subdivision, located upstream from the caller’s house. 

I called him back and mentioned that since I was defeated in the recent election he might want to call Tim Welby or Al Gerber, since Al vows to listen, care, connect and deliver or something like that.  “Who are you kidding?  They are not going to do anything,” was his reply. 

I did forward the complaint to the city’s public works director who had MSD respond to the area and they began back pedaling claiming it could be animal waste of a vent from a house.  Believe me it was neither of those. A MSD crew was later up the street for a week and a half.  However on Tuesday May 4 on my way home from work I noticed the subdivision president stopped in front of the house.  “Can you smell the sewer gas,” he asked.  

I could and I suggested he call Tim Welby or Al Gerber about it. 

CAN’T WAIT!  Normally elected and re-elected alderpersons are sworn in at the start of the second meeting in April.  I was told by a long time local observer after my defeat by Al Gerber, a Mariette Palmer backed candidate, if recent events followed history Al would be sworn in before the meeting. I was told that Mariette candidates normally go up to city hall once the certified results are received from the Election Board.  True to the prediction around noon on the Friday before the Monday Aldermanic meeting I received an email from City Administrator John Copeland saying Al Gerber had just been sworn in by the city clerk.        

FOLLOW THE BLACK JACK LEAD:  The City Council of the North County suburb of Black Jack is considering dropping for the St. Louis County Municipal League.  This comes after the St. Louis County Municipal League decided to raise dues by 3%. 

I brought this out in December when I redid the 2010 budget trying to save jobs and city wide programs.  The St. Louis County Municipal League and the Missouri Municipal League are both lobbying groups.  Why pay for two lobbyists? Well Town and Country clearly isn’t going to follow Black jack’s lead, not while Town and Country Mayor/Cigarette lobbyist Jon Dalton is on the payroll of the County Municipal League as a lobbyist. A lobbyist is not likely to fire other lobbyists, so we are also paying dues to the Missouri Municipal League.       

WASTING MONEY AND LOWERING MORALE:  Did you happen to see the sandwich board out on Clayton and Municipal Drive and Clayton and Mason.  They had a couple 8x10 pieces of paper on the boards…that were impossible to read from the street.  I mean if you were stopped at the intersection for a red light you could not read them. 

It turns out they were for the Kids Fishing Derby at Longview Park.  Here is what amazes me:  First why do you put something out that no one can read.  The Kids Fishing Derby…the places for these small signs are where the kids are…the playgrounds at Drace and Longview Parks and not along busy Clayton Road. 

Maybe Parks Director Anne Nixon didn’t realize you could not read them from the street. But you would think that she would drive past them and see they are impossible to read and move them.  If she cannot see the obvious, you would expect that the City Administrator John Copeland would see how stupid these are and get them moved.  

While we save money by not having large specialty signs made for the sandwich boards, we wasted money having our highly trained arborist/horticulturalist drag them out. You then affect morale first by having the highly trained guy waste his time and then have all the other employees see how he was made to waste his time.      

My wife tells me this is such a little thing that I should just shut up about it.  However during my life working in government and for police departments, I found that if you did the little things right several things happened.  People appreciated that things ran smoothly and were not noticing stupid foul ups and calling you on them.  

When employees did the little things correctly all the time the big things were easier to do with fewer mistakes.  In policing by paying attention to the little things, you reduce the incidents of big things happening and when the big thing does happen your staff is able to handle it correctly because of their continued attention to the smaller incidents. When you treat the little things like big deals and handle them properly it is like constant training that allows you to handle the big incidents without problems.                

POLITICS AS USUAL:  Overhead at an election day polling place was Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist Jon Dalton boasting how he has been in “politics” for 30 years!  To me that is the current problem in Town and Country. I believe you really do not want politics or political animals in city government. Running small municipal governments should be about the citizens with the ability to deliver services and not about making political connections.  

A NOTE FROM CREVE COEUR OR THE REAL ELECTION GAME CHANGE:  Here is an email I received 12 days after the election. This kind note is from a good friend of Mayor/Cigarette lobbyist Jon Dalton and Alderwoman Lynn Wright.  I received an equally thoughtful note from her and her husband after the last mayor’s election  

-----Original Message-----
From: Claire Chosid [mailto:chosidclaire@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, April 18, 2010 12:09 PM
To: johnhoffmann@charter.net
Subject: A new chapter 

Hello, John,

As I read your last newsletter as an Alderman, I couldn’t help but tell you another reason why people didn’t vote for you.  It has nothing to do with buying cars and offending the sales help.  It has to do with me.  And my strong desire to see that you didn’t win the election.  I emailed all my friends in your ward.  I asked them, as an early birthday gift to me, that they get their spouses, kids and neighbors out to vote.  Against you.  Not that Al Gerber is going to shake the world up, but the fact that he isn’t YOU.  It seemed to work.  I received many emails that night with my friends telling me how they  voted.  So, chalk up one for the “Garden Club Lady from Creve Coeur” and “self-proclaimed president” of Mason Ridge Garden Club.  Victory smells sweet!

I also would like you to know that I don’t disagree with you on certain aspects of T & C politics.  The problem is that you have alienated so many people, no one will listen to you anymore.  And NO ONE wants to be fodder for your newsletter.  But, every time I read your newsletter one constant puzzles me.  You seem to hate everyone and everything about Town & Country.  You hate the people who live here, you hate the fact that they drive expensive cars and have money to spend, and mostly, you hate the fact that they have friends.  I think life in another suburb would make you a happier man.  Just a thought.  You have given me advice, I am now giving some to you.  Life is short.  Be happy.  Smile and spread joy.  Volunteer.  Use this new chapter in your life to do something good without degrading everyone else.

Claire
My wife says, there are at least 12 $1 million-plus homes for sale in the Topping Road area.  Why doesn’t she spend some of her wealth and move to Town and Country? She would be going green at the same time because she would be closer to her friends.  

AND THE GOOD STUFF:  Over the last two years as an alderman some of the highlights for me were receiving email from residents.  A Town and Country resident sent this link:   

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EYAUazLI9k&feature=related
If things start to get a little tense…just watch this and it will put a smile on your face.  Judging from the almost 17 million views, I am guessing a lot of people are like me and have watched it more than once. 

Here is another one that will always put a smile on my face.  If you were around in 1965 it was being played on the radio constantly.  Despite the British Invasion and the Rock owning the airwaves…this was a number-one song from a German jazz pianist.  Whenever I am at Schnuckendorfs at the Boars Head Deli, I don’t order the Black Forest Ham…I tell them I want to take a Walk in the Black Forest. None of the younger folks have a clue what I am talking about.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2nDB1Dz3KE&feature=related
Then if you really want to put a smile on your face listen to the German Jazz vocal group’s Walk in the Black Forest on this music video:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3tyEv0GG4A&feature=channel
  CARTOONS:
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