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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 160 AND CHESTERFIELD 105  

          
By John Hoffmann 

 

January 14, 2015 

 

MINEO'S SUED FOR NOT PAYING BILL:  A friend of mine's jazz trio performed at 

Mineo's back in 2013. Things seemed to go well.  The customers liked the music.  As is 

the well known custom unless there is a long term contract you get paid on the day you 

perform.  At the end of the night my friend went to get a check.  Mineo was seated at 

the bar telling stories.  My friend waited and finally interrupted and said he needed his 

check.  What happened next is unusual.  

 

Mineo told him to come back next week and pick it up.  My friend said that was not 

going to happen, that he needed to give him the money now or mail him the check. My 

friend paid the other two musicians out of his pocket and then had a two-week wait to 

get paid. Another musician told me that at the end of the night Mineo tried to reduce the 

agreed upon amount for a performance.   

 

Considering the "general manager" of Mineo's is the son, John Mineo, Jr. who is a 

convicted felon (mortgage bank fraud) and likes to look like he is an extra from a 

Soprano's episode, I guess this type of treatment should not surprise me. So it was 

interesting to see that an AV company after trying to get paid for four years, sued 

Mineo's in September of this year for $2,207 for work done in 2010. This isn't new 

Mineo's was sued in 2007 by a Heating and Air Conditioning Company.  

 

The son was hit with a $68,000 civil action over his mortgage fraud scheme which he 

has paid, but according to computer court records he still owes $4,190 in back taxes to 

DOR.    
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DRUNK MIDNIGHT BURGLAR CONVICTED:  Back on December 13, 2013 Gary 

Hochman, 41, of Springfield, MO was staying at a hotel in the Westport area. However 

he wasn't there.  Hockman, in town to sell time shares at vacation properties in 

Branson, Missouri, had been drinking at the Train Wreck Saloon in Westport Plaza with 

his boss.  His boss left and Hockman told him he would take a cab back to the hotel 

later.  

 

He didn't make it to the hotel. Instead he showed up at house at 2415 N. Ballas Road 

and at 2:05 am threw a patio chair through a French door and entered the house.  Four 

Town and Country Police Officers were there in minutes. Only Hockman had left and 

was pounding on a neighbor's door alternately demanding to be let in out of the cold 

and be given a ride home. He was arrested and charged with Burglary 1st Degree, 

Felony Destruction of Property and misdemeanor Trespassing.  

 

On December 4, 2014 Hockman pled guilty to a reduced charge.  The Burglary 1st 

Degree charge was dropped and Hockman pled guilty to the Trespass.  He was 

sentenced to six months in jail, but then given probation with a term to last two years. 

He also pled guilty to the felony Property Damage charge and was sentenced to jail for 

four years, but then placed on a 5-year probation term. Hockman had a history of 

criminal and alcohol related arrests.  

 

       
     

 

Here are sections of the police report. The first portion is from the original report 

by Officer Messmer: 
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This portion of the report is by Officer Katie Exline: 

 

 

QUIET ON I-64: If you have ever noticed the "Noise Ordinance" signs on I-64 as 

you enter Ladue... they are directed at semi-truckers who insist on using non-muffled 

engine brakes. After complaints from a resident living in the Principia subsidized 

subdivision that is near I-64 of excessive truck noise from engine braking, the police 

commission and Chief Pat Kranz are working on an ordinance to pass along to the 

board of Aldermen regarding any excessive noise directed at non-muffled semi truck 

engine brakes. The ordinance would not prohibit truckers from using engine brakes, but 

would prohibit use of non-muffled engine brakes.   
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DEER WHACKOS COME OUT OF HIDING:  Led by Kooks and former alderpersons Al 

Gerber and Barbara Ann Hughes the deer whackos of Town and Country who failed to 

show up and complain about the city using lethal methods to reduce the number of deer 

and providing food pantries with meat for the poor at recent Board of Aldermen 

meetings are hitting the streets.  They planned a candlelight vigil at Clayton and Mason 

Road for last Thursday from 5:30 to 6:30, a night with 11-degree wind chills.   

 

Here is what is sad...these folks don't have vigil for all the service men and women killed 

in the Middle East in the last 15 years or people killed in terrorists attacked from the 

World Trade Center to a magazine office in Paris...no they have a vigil for wildlife that 

has overrun the area.   

   
 

 

The deer are bringing in deer ticks and Lyme Disease from the East Coast.  This is a 

reason why the Principia School asked to be included in sharpshooting when it was held 

while school was closed for the Christmas break.  The deer have also destroyed much 

of the undercover that allowed small animals to survive.  But these folks are not having 
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a candlelit vigil for rabbits or chipmunks or small song birds which have been killed off 

by predators thanks to deer eating away their undercover.  

 

Of course there is also the number of car-vehicle collisions which despite a decrease in 

2014 is still high.  

 

   
 

Deer are no longer friends of these Disney characters at least in areas with overpopulated deer herds 

that have destroyed ground cover where these small guys lived.     

      

An article on the Riverfront Times website about the candles in the wind for the deer 

had some interesting comments. 

 

http://blogs.riverfronttimes.com/dailyrft/2015/01/town_country_neighbors_to_hold_candl

elight_vigil_for_dead_deer.php 

 

This one was my favorite: 

 

 UBboy226 @UBboy226from Twitter2h 

@chadgarrison @RiverfrontTimes I swear I thought your post was a link from the Onion 

2015 DEER HARVEST IS OVER:  On January 9 representatives of White Buffalo, the 

city's contractor for lethal deer management was at the city hall meeting with 

representative of the Missouri Department of Conservation.  The Connecticut company 

was paid $46,500 to kill up to 100 deer and provide meat to food pantries.  The 100 shot 

deer was  reached in 10 days.  White Buffalo was also paid to spend up to three nights 

doing a deer census.  

 

http://www.twitter.com/#%21/UBboy226
http://www.twitter.com/#%21/UBboy226
http://www.twitter.com/#%21/UBboy226
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/#%21/chadgarrison
https://twitter.com/#%21/RiverfrontTimes
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 White Buffalo's pickup truck with off road 4-runners in 

the truck bed and a large trailer were at city hall while representatives met with city and MDC officials.    

 

While Buffalo's reports should be made public in the next week and we will report where 

the deer harvest shooting locations were in 2015.   

     

THE TOWN SQUARE TASK FORCE IS ANNOUNCED: The announcement of the 

Town Square Task Force was postponed from December to the first Board of Alderman 

meeting in January. Alderwoman Amy Anderson thought a resident from the nearby 

Wheatfield Farms subdivision should have someone on the task force since any 

development of the land on Clayton Road near Mason Road would have some impact 

on Wheatfield Farms.  Alderwoman Gussie Crawford agreed and Mayor Dalton pulled 

the announcement until January 9.   

 

At the January 9th agenda meeting prior to the official Board of Aldermen meeting, 

Dalton said he was prepared to stick with his original list and not include anyone from 

Wheatfield Farms.  He said he would increase the task force from 11 to 12 if the 

majority of the alderpersons wanted someone from Wheatfield Farm on the Task Force.  

 

Only Anderson held her ground. 

 
Amy Anderson tells other board members that she has not changed her mind how there should be 

someone from Wheatfield Farms on the Town and Square Task Force.   
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"Just to claim the main Task Force should represent Town and Country as a whole is 

one thing.  But it should include people with skin in the game, like those who live in 

Wheatfield," said Anderson.  

 

Crawford did a 180 and came out for Dalton's original list.  Crawford has shown a 

tendency to take a stand at one meeting and then back away from it at the next.  

 

Then Fred Meyland-Smith spoke.  Meyland-Smith has zero friends in Wheatfield Farms 

and in fact someone from the subdivision is running against him in the April election.  

 

"I think not having a representative from Wheatfield is appropriate," said Meyland-Smith 

in one of his shorter statements in recent memory. 

 

Here is the list of 11 members of the Town Square Task force: 

 

 

    
         

 

NEW HOUSES ON THE WAY:  We have photos of the planned houses to take the 

place of some original Town and Country ranch houses.  The first house is at 1028 

Claymark Drive. 
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The next house is at a rather infamous address, 12951 Thornhill Drive.  In May of 2014 

there was a home invasion by at least three suspects that left the person renting the 

home with brain damage.   
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The plans are to tear down this house and replace it with something that does not look 

much like a house.  

 

 
  

Thornhill residents and HOA trustees were at the Architectural Review Board meeting to 

complain about this house. So far in the Thornhill subdivision there is a huge house that 

looks like a small boutique Marriott Hotel. There is another that looks like a conference 

center and still another that has the appearance of specialty lodge. This one has a 

planned five foot high wall at the street. All these commercial looking homes of excess 

are owned by foreign born residents. I don't have a problem with people building what 
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they want on their land if it doesn't affect storm water or safety issues.  That said the 

owners all appear to be making a statement.  

 

While the other two houses before the Architectural Review Board receive approval that 

was forwarded to the Board of Alderman, the one on Thornhill Drive did not and the 

proposal has been continued to the next ARB meeting in February.     

 

 

FIRST LARGE SCALE TEAR DOWN COMING TO BELLERIVE COUNTRY CLUB 

GROUNDS:  Ranch houses are soon to be a thing of the past as the first very large tear 

down project is planned at #20 Bellerive Country Club Grounds. A large ranch house is 

to be torn down and replaced with a 9,038 square foot resembling a Royal summer 

home. 
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Kevin and Keely Travers are building the new home.  Kevin is the CEO of Premium 

Retail Service. Apparently the Travers' 8,505 square foot house in Wildwood that they 

bought in 2008 for $1.8 million did not have enough room for them.    

 

 

 

 
Kevin Travers                                                 (Right) Keely Travers 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTINUES TO SHOW IT IS NOT A JOURNALIST WORK:  This month's 

Town and Country Living Magazine claimed to have a restaurant review.  The piece 
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was on the Canyon Cafe in Frontenac.  The magazine that claims to be about Town and 

Country and in its first two issues featured families who don't live in Town and Country 

and is now featuring businesses that are not in Town and Country.  

   

While claiming they were doing a "Review" the magazine this had the following:  

  

DISCLAIMER: The business reviewed in this section provided products and/or 

services free of charge in exchange for this review.  

       

Under the disclaimer is a box titled "Like eating Out for Dinner?"  Here are the first two 

sentences: 

 

"Join us for Town & Country Living Restaurant Reviews. Get to know your neighbors, 

have a fun night out and east some good food. 

 

 We make arrangements with restaurants to provide a meal or sampling of their 

signature dishes at no charge to our guests."  

 

As you perhaps have noticed we have been doing real restaurant reviews for the last 

five months.  We don't tell the business we are doing a review and we pay for our food. 

Plus I have no problem trashing a place if the food is tasteless or the service is bad. Out 

of 21 restaurant reviews posted on our website as of January 7, nine are bad, two are 

good and bad and 10 are good.       

 

If you notice in West Magazine there is never a bad restaurant review, because there is 

always a nearby ad associated with the "review" which means the article is anything but 

a "review."  The same is true with Town and Country Living and anyone else who 

accepts free food in exchange for a review.  

 

 A THIRD PERSON ENTERS THE WARD-3 RACE: On January 6 Mary Steward of  24 

Williamsburg Estates became the third person in the Ward-3 aldermanic race meaning 

Fred Meyland-Smith now has two opponents, Bernard Zyk of Wheatfield Farms and 

now Steward.   
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    This is a photo of Steward with her husband 

David Steward, II.  

 

Some political cynics wondered if Steward didn't enter the race to split the opposition 

vote to help Meyland-Smith. I think it will be interesting when their positions on city 

issues come out.        

  

PARENTS AT MASON RIDGE NEED TO WATCH THE MOVIE MEDORA: I recently 

watched a documentary movie named Medora you can download on Netflix or off a free 

website.  If you read about the movie you might think it is about a bad high school 

basketball team.  But it is much more.  It is about a high school that the people of a 

farming community don't want to see consolidated with a bigger school district.  It is 

about how important the school is to the community.  

 

The prom is at the school in the gym, so is graduation plus the basketball games that 

featured winless season after winless season with only 32 boys attending the high 

school for the team to draw from, but the stands are always filled.   

 

 Medora Indiana Jr. and Sr. High school 

 

Mason Ridge Elementary School has far more students than the 116 attending the 

combined Medora Junior and Senior High School.   
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After watching this movie it reminded me of my night at a Stet Missouri High School 

basketball game in 1988. The wife of a police officer I worked with at the Liberty Police 

Department was a teacher at the Stet School District High School. Stet was not in a city.  

It was located in Ray County and the students were mostly from farms. My friend and 

his wife had been the senior advisors and would take the entire senior senior class of 

often six or seven students on their spring trip, usually to the Lake of the Ozarks in their 

mini-van.  There were always some kids in the class who had never been out of the 

State of Missouri. Older kids got time off from school in the fall to help with harvests.        

 

 The Stet High School.  

 

At the time besides being a cop, I also worked part time at night two or three nights a 

week on the sports desk of the Kansas City Star. My friend's wife told people that 

someone from the Kansas City Star's sports department was going to be at the game.   

I was the lowest of the low in the sports department. 

Even though people were told I was not writing an article, some thought it was a big 

deal that I was just at the game.  

 

We arrived at the start of the 6 pm girls' game. By halftime the gym was filled and it was 

standing room only after that. It seemed as if everyone in the school district was in the 

gym.  They had three cake raffles during the evening.  One was at halftime at the girl's 

game, a second between the girls and boys games and a final one at half time of the 

boys' game.  We bought eight tickets and much to the dismay of many locals hoping to 

take home a cake, we won one.  

 

It was quite a night and showed how important the old school with just a few students is 

to a small rural community. The Stet School District went out of business in 2012.  It no 

longer could afford to operate.  The students who had grown up in a close knit group 

were now divided and sent to six different school districts.  
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Instead of paying $3,500 and sending their kids to Purser Center with 1,200 seats and a 

10,000 square foot lobby for a talent show, maybe parents of Mason Ridge Elementary 

School should cherish what they have and hold future shows at their school.        

   

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 96 

 
 

January 14, 2015 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE CLOSES OPEN MEETING COMPLAINT AGAINST 

CITY OF CHESTERFIELD:  City admits no wrong doing, but does admit the wrong 

date for a meeting was posted on the city's website.  

 

Our complaint against the City of Chesterfield for violating Missouri Open Meeting Laws 

has been closed. The city for weeks had posted on its website that Finance and 

Administration Meeting would be held on September 29 at 5:30.  At noon of September 

22, they took down that posting apparently after Mayor Bob Nation brought it to the City 

Administrator's attention. They then held the meeting five hours later.  In general this 

would clearly violate the state law requiring 24 hours notice for a meeting. 

 

However the city claimed they posted a paper notice on a hidden bulletin board outside 

of the the city hall away from the main doors well in advance so they did not break any 

laws.  This means city and elected officials expect citizens to get into their cars and 

drive to city hall to check an outdoor hidden bulletin board and see when meetings are 

going to be held. They claim the public should not believe what they read on the city's 

website.  

 

The only Mea Culpa that the city eventfully made was in a letter from Chesterfield City 

Attorney to Casey Lawrence of the Attorney General's Office.  In the first page and a 

half City Attorney Robert Heggie denies the City was in violation claiming a paper notice 

was posted.  However in the next to last paragraph he started out with bullshit how the 
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city corrected the error and then admitted there was a problem with the information on 

the website. 

 

"The City of Chesterfield recognizes its error and regrets any confusion that may have 

resulted.  However, the City took the appropriate steps to ensure the error was quickly 

corrected, proper notice was published for all meetings, and no meeting was held 

without public notice.  I have been informed that the City has also changed the 

procedure in which events are posted to its website to prevent future issues of 

confusion from occurring similar to this."... 

 

     
If you look to the right of the main doors to City Hall there is a crook with no 

doors.  If you walk into this area and then look to your left you will see the bulletin 

board where the mayor, councilperson and staff expect the public to go to see 

when meetings are being held.  The photos were taken on a wet snowy November 

day.   

 

 

WOMAN HONORED FOR CALLING POLICE AND FIREFIGHTERS OVER ODOR:  

Sarah Schrefer of the Chesterfield Village Apartment was honored at the January 5 City 

Council meeting for actions on November 4 that may have saved the lives of a number 

of people. 

 

Schrefer smelled a faint odor in her apartment that was not going away.  Rather than 

calling the apartment management in the morning she went outside and tried to figure 

out where the odor was coming from.  She discovered the sound of a motor running 

from inside of a garage located under a number of apartments. 
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She called the police department and fire district. Forced entry to the garage was made 

and a van was found to be running.  Firefighters found high levels of carbon monoxide 

in the garage and in a number of apartment units above the garage and used fans for 

an extended period of time to dissipate the poisonous gas.  

 
Chief Ray Johnson presenting an award to Sarah Schreder for her actions on 

November 4.             

 

 

FOLLOW THE MONEY FOR THE APRIL ELECTION:  

 

If you remember last year we reported how Monarch Fire District Director Jane 

Cunningham gave Rick Stream $70,000 of the remaining $75,000 from her campaign 

funds left over from her Fire District campaign against Cole McNary and her Missouri 

Senate campaigns.  

 

It was very interesting to see that Rick Stream has given some of that money back.  On 

January 4 Stream gave $5,001 to the Cunningham Campaign Committee.  The amount 

is interesting because anything over $5,000 must be reported immediately to the 

Missouri Ethics Commission. This was clearly a contribution meant to be made public 

ASAP.  
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Even more interesting is that John Diehl's campaign that has raised over $1.75 million 

over the years gave Rick Stream $65,000 on December 5. A month after Stream lost in 

the County executive race.  Diehl than gave an endorsement to Monarch Fire District 

President Robin Harris in his reelection effort. 

   

 This is a clear transparent message being sent to the Firefighters Union that 

Cunningham and Robin Harris are making sure money for contributions is immediately 

made public.  

 

Some thought that Diehl was perhaps hiding money meant to go to Harris by sending it 

to Stream who then sent some to Cunningham, who will be active in Harris campaign. 

This is because Diehl accepted thousands of dollars from the firefighters union in the 

second quarter of 2014.              

 

However that conspiracy theory has to be thrown out the window when on January 7 

Robin Harris issued an endorsement list of local officials including John Diehl, Jr.  

 

MONARCH PRESIDENT WASTING NO TIME IN SHOWING THE REPUBLICAN 

MAJORITY WHO IS ENDORSING HIM:  On January 7 Monarch Fire District President 

Robin Harris sent out of list of people endorsing his campaign. The list included every 

state and local Republican office holders and many municipal office holders. This sends 

a clear message to Local 2665 of the firefighters union.  

 

Some believe that Local 2665 might claim that under Harris the fire district's legal bills 

have soared.  But most all of the recent litigation in the last two years is coming from 

Local 2665 and they are losing most of the time  in the courts.    

 

Here is the list of Harris endorsements: 

 

Federal and State Elected Officials 
U.S. Senator Jim Talent (ret.) 
U.S. Congresswoman Ann Wagner 
Rep. John Diehl, Speaker of the Missouri House 
Rep. Tim Jones, Speaker of the Missouri House (Eureka, ret.) 
Senator Jane Cunningham (Chesterfield, ret.) now Monarch Board Director 
Senator John Lamping (Ladue, ret.) 
Senator Jim Lembke (St. Louis County, ret.) 
Rep. Sue Allen (Chesterfield) 
Rep. Rick Stream (Recent County Executive Candidate) 
Rep. Shamed Dogan (Ballwin) 
Rep. Marsha Haefner (St. Louis County) 
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Rep. Andrew Koenig (Manchester) 
Rep. John Hancock (Creve Coeur, ret.) 
Rep. Dwight Scharnhorst (St. Louis County, ret.) 
  

Municipal & Local Elected Officials 
Chesterfield Mayor Bob Nation 
Wildwood Mayor Tim Woerther 
Clarkson Valley Mayor Scott Douglass 
Ellisville Mayor Adam Paul 
Chesterfield Mayor Bruce Geiger (ret.) 
Chesterfield Mayor Fred Steinbach (ret.) 
County Council Member Mark Harder 
Council Member Mike Casey (Chesterfield) 
Council Member Barry Flachsbart (Chesterfield) 
Council Member Jane Durrell (Chesterfield, ret.) 
Director Chris Jacob (Parkway School Board) 
  

Fire District Elected and Appointed Officials 
Director Jane Cunningham (Monarch Fire Protection District) 
Director David Terschluse, M.D. (Monarch Fire Protection District, ret.) 
Monarch Fire Chief Chip Biele (ret.) 
Creve Coeur Fire Chief Bill Brandes (ret.) 
       

FORMER MONARCH FIRE CHIEF COULD BE FACING ANTI FIRE UNION 

BACKLASH AGAIN:  Tom Vineyard was hired by the Monarch fire Protection District in 

December of 2011.  He had been the fire chief of the old Wellston Fire Protection 

District, where they did not provide ambulance service, did not have an airport, a river or 

even a McDonalds.  So how and why was Vineyard hired?  He was the favorite of Local 

2665 of the firefighters union and the three member board was controlled by two 

members who were aligned with the fire union.  

 
This was the beginning of the end for Vineyard (second from left) at Monarch. It was the night Jane 

Cunningham was sworn in as a Fire District Director.   
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When conservative Republican Jane Cunningham was elected to the Board of 

Directors, the board went from being pro-union to being pro-public. Vineyard's days 

were numbered.    

 

The O'Fallon Missouri Fire Protection had just gone from being Pro-Public to Pro-

Firefighter's Union and there was a push to get rid of the entire command staff.  Much 

like what happened at Monarch in 2011.    

 

Thomas Ballmann, a lifelong resident of O'Fallon and longtime fire chief who was forced 

out to make room for Vineyard. Ballmann has announced he is running for a fire board 

position in the 2015 April elections against a pro-union incumbent member of the board 

of directors.   Should Ballmann win and another Pro-Public candidate wins two years 

later, Vineyard could be looking for a job again.     

 

LADUE CONTINUES TO BE THE ONLY ADDRESS FOR VEIL PROPHET QUEENS:  

On December 20, 2014 Merrill Clark Hermann was crowned the 130th Queen of Love 

and Beauty at the Veiled Prophet Ball before 2,000 people downtown. Hermann of 775 

Cella Road in Ladue continues the discrimination against rich 20-some things from 

cities other than Ladue.   

 
Since 2004 every veil Prophet Queen has had a Ladue address. Apparently 20-year-old 

young women from Frontenac, Huntliegh or Town and Country are unworthy. 

 

If you would like to see the list of queens for the last 11 years check out our newsletter 

from January 6, 2014 at 

 

 http://www.johnhoffmann.net/ex_newsletter_109.pdf 

 

GOOD BYE TO A REGULAR READER:  We were sorry to read the obit for Joan R. 

Huth, 75, who died on January 4.  The Ballwin resident was a regular at Smitty's and 

especially when Anita Rosamond performed.  If I was present she would always make it 
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a point to stop by and say how much she enjoys the newsletter. I have a feeling I did not 

lose one reader with the passing of Joan, but maybe a dozen as she forwarded it to 

numerous friends.  

 

Anita Rosamond told me that despite being ill for several months, Joan made it to 

Anita's New Year's Eve performance at IL Bel Lago at 11631 Olive in Creve Coeur four 

days before she died. I last talked to Joan at Smitty's a couple days after Thanksgiving. 

She once again told me how much she enjoyed the newsletter and passing it on to her 

friends.   

 

A NEW YEARS WISH:  Lewis Greenberg, the 70-year-old retired Ladue School 

District art teacher, lives in the Whispering Oakwood subdivision off of Kehr's Mill Road 

north of Clayton Road. He has served a 20-day jail term over his "lawn art" being called 

a nuisance and danger to the public.  Greenberg calls it an art project about the 

Holocaust.  The City of Ballwin apparently gave up trying to stop Greenberg's "lawn art" 

after several battles involving First Amendment Rights in the Court of Appeals.  

 Greenberg in a 2010 RFT photo. 

 

This fall we drove by Greenberg's house and "art" project at 977 Morena Court and took 

some photos of the expanding art project and the house across the street for sale. 
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The house across the street at 974 Morena Court is still for sale with an asking price of 

$339,000. If there was a New Year's wish of being able to sell the house, it apparently 

did not come true. 

 

 

RESTAURANT REVIEW:  For about a year on most Thursday nights my wife and I 

would play on a trivia team (Quartos Stupidos) at Fuzzy's Tacos on Watson Road in 

Webster Groves.  Frankly the food was cheap but not that good and we would 

sometimes leave early and east somewhere else on the way to Fuzzy's. Often we would 

stop at Joe Baccardi's for a pizza on most nights and sometimes a pasta dish. 

 

One of the people on our team lives in the area and has been to both Baccardi's and 

Rich and Charlie's.  We asked if we should try Rich and Charlie's on Watson Road.  Our 

friend advised that we should keep going to Baccardi's. 

 

I thought of her recommendation when Jean Whitney suggested we go to the Rich and 

Charlie's on Woods Mill Road at Clayton Road. It would be the last Jean would join us 

for a restaurant review for the winter as she was returning to Phoenix after cleaning out 

most of her Chesterfield house.  She plans to be back in April to put the place off 

Schoettler Road on the market.  

 

So Rich and Charlie's it was. We arrived at 7:15 and the place was packed.  They 

crammed in an amazing number of tables and chairs in a limited space.  Space at a 

table is good if you are petite, but when the place is crowded it is almost like eating in 

coach on an American Airliner. One might think a crowd meant good food ahead. Not 

necessarily! 
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Jean ordered the Tuttimare ($14.50). It is advertised as "Long flat spaghetti-like noodles 

with Shrimp, clams and chucks of Surimi in a light cream sauce with mushrooms, 

tomatoes and garlic."  What arrived didn't match the description on the menu.  The 

"sauce" was much more like a soup. Jean frankly was not crazy about it for both 

freshness and taste.  

 

 
 

 My wife Diana ordered the Penne Ronzio ($12.45).  She won't be writing any food 

review for the NY Times anytime soon.  Her take on the Penne Ronzio..."average at 

best" and not a good value for price.  
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I did what I always do when trying an Italian restaurant.  I ordered Fettuccine Alfredo 

($12.65) and then compare it to what is offered at the Olive Garden ($12.99). On this 

night I also chose the half of roast beef sandwich and a salad ($10.25). 

 

A half of Roast Beef sandwich was HUGE...I'm so glad I did not get a whole regular 

roast beef ($9.95) because it wasn't that good.  Once again...I'm a fat guy and I did not 

east the whole thing. 

 

 
 

As for the Fettuccine Alfredo...it had the same problem as Jean's Tuttimare...it was not 

covered in sauce, but it was drowned in some white watery stuff.  Olive Garden 

Fetteccine Alfredo wins hands down. 

 

    
Rich and Charlie's                                        Olive Garden  

 

That just leaves the salads...Even the dinner salad that came with my sandwich was 

large.  The Rich and Charlie's Large Salad ($7.95) was delivered in a mixing bowl. 

There is one problem with the salads.  If you don't like Italian Dressing you are screwed. 

Our salads were the highlight of the evening, but even then it was disappointing finding 

some tired and discolored lettuce in both salads.  
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Jean was a little disappointed since she was the one who pushed Rich and Charlie's.  

My wife also wanted to give them a try.  Jean picked up the tab for our last restaurant 

review meal in 2014 and commented, "At least the salads are still good."  

 

MUSIC:  After no Saturday afternoon show for two months Anita Rosamond will be 

back at Smitty's on Clayton Road at Baxter Road on January 24 from 2:30 to 5:30.  On 

that same day she will move from regular people in the afternoon to the snobbiest of the 

snobs and will be at Truffle's in Ladue from 9 o'clock to 1 a m.  

 
The Saturday after Thanksgiving the folks at Smitty's were snapping photo's of Anita all 

afternoon long. 
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At Smitty's Anita always starts as a single but the afternoon never ends that way.  

 

At Sasha's:  Last Wednesday saw Steve (on trumpet)  in town for the holidays from 

Oregon where he just earned a Masters Degree in Music along with Joe Bayer (on the 

sax), just back from a business trip to LA were sitting in. 

 
At Jimmy's:  On Saturday night it was supposed to the the returned of the Charlie B 

Group at Jimmy's on the Park, a place where the group played for seven years every 

Wednesday. Unfortunately Charlie B was in a hospital in Orlando where he underwent 

an emergency gall bladder removal operation.  Filling in for Charlie was Dean 

Christopher. 
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Two nights later it was another good crowd for a Monday night with the College Football 

Championship Game on TV as Dean headlined the monthly Rat Pack show at the One-

19 North Restaurant in Kirkwood.  

 Dean as Sammy Davis, Jr. sings a duet 

with a member of the audience.  

 

FAVORITE PHOTO OF 2014:  The photographer was awful but the subject was great.  

There was a driving heavy rain storm as I drove west on Manchester Road at Ballas 

Road. The windshield wipers were on high.  However 10 miles down the road in 

Ellisville, it had cleared and you could see the sunset, even if it was hard to see the 

broken lane markers.    

 

 
 



32 
 

SECOND FAVORITE PHOTO OF THE YEAR:  I love driving side streets and alleys in 

costal New England and Canada. You never know what you are going to find.  During 

our 2014 vacation I got some very nice photos of seaside areas in the U.S., Canada 

and Iceland plus lighthouses.  But this one is my favorite, because if I didn't turn down a 

side street that just had the rear of houses and garages in costal Rhode Island I never 

would have found someone's lifetime project...fixing up an old fire truck.       

 

 
 

 

CARTOONS: 
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