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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 143 AND CHESTERFIELD 88 

 

         
By John Hofmann 

 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2014 

 

STUDENTS FROM OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL'S BOUNDARY AREA ARE 

OVERCROWDING MASON RIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:   "Many 

people believe that Mason Ridge elementary is actually a private school within the 

Parkway School District. It is the school for rich people of Town and Country," a local 

politician with a long background in education told me.  

 

The reason the discussion came up was because of complaints I was receiving from 

Mason Ridge Elementary parents over the school becoming overcrowded by students 

from outside of the school's enrollment boundaries transferring in. These students are 

known as "special assignments," 

 

 
 

Just over 10-percent of the students at Mason Ridge should be going to another 

Parkway School District elementary school.  Of the 422 students at Mason Ridge 43 of 

them should be in different Parkway elementary school.  Because of the "special 

assignment" students Mason Ridge has hit a record high enrollment in recent years.  

 

The students from outside the boundary areas of Mason Ridge have caused 

overcrowding of second grade students and forced Mason Ridge to add a fourth second 

grade classroom and teacher to reduce the student size below the Parkway maximum 

of 22-students per class.  



2 

 

Mason Ridge draws students from a portion of western Creve Coeur along Conway 

Road and all of Town and Country except from some of the subdivisions with the 

highest per capita wealth in much of West St. Louis County. The subdivisions not in the 

Mason Ridge catchment area are Muirfield, Bellerive Country Club Grounds, Hampshire 

Hill Lane, Conway Hill Road, Manderleigh and the Willowbend Park Apartments. 

(Willowbend would be the one exception to the "rich people" label.)     

 

If I had to guess this is not the case of parents from Chesterfield and Creve Coeur 

wanting their kids to attend Mason Ridge as much as it is Town and Country residents 

not wanting their kids to have to go to school with kids from Creve Coeur, Chesterfield, 

Ballwin and Manchester.  (This group would be served by either the Henry Elementary, 

Bellerive Elementary or Green Trails Elementary.)         

 

Here is an email to parents about the second grade classroom issue: 

 

From: MASON RIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL [mailto:email@blackboard.com]  

Sent: Monday, August 18, 2014 9:36 PM 

To: 

Subject: 2nd Grade Classroom being added 

  

A message from MASON RIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Good Evening, 

  

I hope eveyone has enjoyed a great start to the beginning of the year.  You may already know that we 

have seen increases in so many of our grade levels including 2nd grade.  This additional enrollment since 

school started has resulted in two of our classrooms exceeding their maximum numbers of 22 per class. 

 We met with our 2nd grade teachers and determined it would be best to reduce class sizes by adding an 

additional teacher.  This was a difficult decision to make but we felt doing it this early in the year it 

would provide for the best possible experience for our 2nd graders.  We have posted the position and 

are already in process of interviewing candidates tomorrow evening.  Once this is complete we will need 

to adjust our class lists bringing our 2nd grade numbers to 17 per classroom, which is great news for 

class sizes.  It is our goal to quickly finalize lists by 8/21 and send out new class lists to families on 8/22. 

 If everything goes as planned, our hope is to begin the new classroom on 8/25.   As always, 

communication with each of you is key to making this a successful transition for our students.  We are 

here to support each student as we make these changes and welcome any questions/comments you 

have to be sent to me via email mschmerold@parkwayschools.net or phone 314-415-6451.     

Mike Schmerold  

  

Mason Ridge at one time had one of the lowest enrollment in the Parkway system.  That 

is no longer true.  

mailto:email@blackboard.com
mailto:mschmerold@parkwayschools.net


3 

 

 

Here are the enrollments figures for the elementary schools in Parkway. 

 

328  Highcroft 

345  Sorrento Springs 

365  Bellerive 

375  Barretts 

396  River Bend 

404  Hanna Woods 

412  Pierremont   

413  Green Trails 

422  Mason Ridge 

424  Wren Hollow  

427  River Bend 

434  Shenandoah Valley 

455  Carmen Trails 

458  Craig 

475  Henry  

487  Claymont 

512  Oakbrook  

527  McKelvey  

  

Paul Tandy who handles communications for Parkway Schools was nice enough to 

provide the enrollments numbers for the last seven years at Mason Ridge. 

 

2009:  401 

2010:  392 

2010:  397 

2011:  384 

2012:  391 

2013:  402 

2014:  422 

(As a side note I haven't made many requests of Parkway Schools for this newsletter or when I was 

writing the column for patch.com.  The school districts' quick response in providing information and supply 

of extra info that might be helpful equals only that of Town and Country government/police in following the 

spirit of the Missouri Sunshine Law. I was impressed.)    
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TOWN AND COUNTRY HAS NO AUTO ACCIDENT POLICY FOR CITY OWNED 

VEHICLES:  This fact floored me.  Everywhere I worked in law enforcement from 1973 

to 2005 there was a policy if a government vehicle was involved in an accident a police 

report would be taken.  In many jurisdictions over the years if the damage was minor, if 

both vehicles were drivable, if there were no injuries, if there was insurance coverage 

and each driver had a valid drivers' license...a police report was not required. The one 

exception to this rule was if a government owned vehicle was involved.  

 

Where I worked in Chevy Chase, Maryland six lanes of Connecticut Ave cut through the 

middle of town leading into Washington, DC. There were often accidents where the 

vehicles were in their lane but their side mirrors hung into the next lane.  It was not 

unusual to have  DC Metro Bus pass a County Ride-On bus and have a $25 mirror 

break. Two government vehicles meant a police report was written.  

 
Here is one where the two mirrors didn't hit, but a Toyota Tercel got squeezed.  Very little damage with 2 

lanes of traffic blocked and all vehicles were driven from the scene, but a police report was completed.  

 

I bring this up because in early August I was walking the dogs at Longview Park and 

noticed that Town and Country Vehicle 25, which is assigned to Parks Director Anne 

Nixon,  had sideswipe damage on the left side.  It didn't look like much until you looked 

more closely and saw that the rear tire and wheel had been replaced.  That normally 

indicates striking a fixed object.           
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You have to look  

closely...the damage begins in the middle of the back door then destroyed the tire and ended on rear 

fender.   

 

So I sent an email to the police department to see if the there was a police report.  In 

the email I asked if the damage occurred in Town and Country or outside of Town and 

Country. 

 

I got a response from the not from the police but from Anne Nixon. It was short.  

 

From: Nixon, Anne [mailto:nixona@town-and-country.org]  

Sent: Monday, August 11, 2014 9:26 AM 

To: John Hoffmann 

Cc: Hoelzer, Gary A.; Kranz, Patrick W. 

Subject: Car #25 

Good Morning John,  

The damage to car 25 happened in town. 

 

That night I saw Police Chief Pat Kranz at a meeting and asked if there was a police 

report.  He said there was not one. I asked if there was a city policy like in most cities 

requiring a police report when a government vehicle is in an accident.  Chief Kranz said 

there was only such a policy for the police and not the rest of the city employees and 

vehicles.     
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The next day I went to city hall and asked the city clerk to see the employee personal 

manual. I told her that I wanted to see the section on reporting vehicle accidents 

involving city vehicles. I was told there was no such section. YIKES! 

 

That is amazing...here are the reasons why you require city employees to report motor 

vehicle accidents: 

 

1)  Liability either due to the accident or in future accidents if there is a pattern of bad or 

dangerous driving by an employee or poorly maintained vehicles by the city. 

 

2)  To ensure the employee had no health issues or the vehicle had any defects. 

 

3)    To document damage to public taxpayer property.   

 

4)   To use past events to reduce future losses. 

 

At first I was just curious about a department head sideswiping something. But then I 

was amazed that it was 2014 and a city celebrating its 64th anniversary since 

incorporation did not have a very basic and standard internal policy that most 

governments large and small have had for years.  

 

MAYOR AND ADLERMEN WOULD NOT DO WELL ON "WHERE IN THE 

WORLD IS CARMEN SAN DIEGO?"  I should not be surprised!  When I was on 

the Board of Aldermen at a Parks Commission Meeting I corrected Parks Commission 

Chairperson and Ward-1 Alderwoman Lynn Wright who claimed Preservation Park was 

in Ward-1.  It is in Ward-2.  You might think people serving in a specific ward would 

know the ward boundaries, but you would be wrong.  

 

You might also think the mayor of a suburban city would know the ward boundaries and 

again you would be wrong.  
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In early August when Bill 14-47 about the curb cuts connecting Cadet Park in Town and 

Country and the Missouri Baptist University in Creve Coeur was first introduce only Fred 

Meyland-Smith's name as the Planning and Zoning member was on the bill. Mayor 

Dalton asked if the two alderpersons for that Ward 1 wanted to co-sponsor the bill. From 

Ward-1 Skip Mange and Lynn Wright immediately said they would be co-sponsors. 

Unfortunately the park is not in Ward-1. Dalton thanked them and it was clear he didn't 

know what ward the park was in either.  

  

After the agenda meeting I mentioned to Amy Anderson (Ward 2) that the park was in 

her ward.  "I thought so," was her reply. 

 

Then at the August 25 Board of Aldermen meeting Mayor Dalton announced he was 

planning to nominate Hans Frederickson from Ward-2 of Williamsburg Estates to the 

Finance Committee.  He said he had to do some changes but found room to include 

another Ward-2 resident to the commission. Several people then informed Dalton that 

Williamsburg Estates is in Ward-3.  (He is only in his third term as mayor...you would 

not expect to know this stuff already.)      

 

      

BAD WAY TO START THE LABOR DAY WEEKEND:  At 6:30pm troopers 

were getting the two cars towed that had stopped NB I-270 before I-64 in its tracks on 

Friday evening at the start of the Labor Day weekend. 

 

i    
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UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 88 

 
September 6, 2014 

 

T-FED'S FIGHT AND DRUG ARREST OCCURRED AT POPULAR BAR: 

The first documents associated with the March 30 arrest of Chesterfield Bad Boy 

Theodore T. Federer were only placing the  arrest somewhere in Chesterfield, Missouri 

and did not give an exact address.  

 

We have since determined that the assault where a women was hit in the face and 

knocked unconscious at 1:17am was at Harpo's Bar at  134 Hilltop village in 

Chesterfield. 

 
   

We were confused when Federer was arrested for assault, but never charged and 

inquired of Chief Johnson. I have known Ray since the 1970s.  He got right back with 

me with an excellent explanation. 

 

John….according to witnesses, Federer was involved in a fight with another 

guy, but as it turned out, no one could/would testify to the fact he was the 

individual who actually assaulted the girl.  No one claimed to have actually 
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witnessed that.  That is why the charges were refused by McCullough’s 

office.  With no witnesses and no one to testify that Federer was the 

assaulting party, the County PA refused the charge; there was then no 

probable cause to present it to our municipal prosecutor either.  As you 

know, Federer WAS charged for drug possession at the state level.   

I somewhat amazed that Harpo's doesn't have security video, considering their core 

customer base is people at a less mature age who consume alcohol.  I'm it would have 

been nice to know who knocks out young women customers on their property. 

 

A police official mentioned to me that people drinking at bars really don't like being on 

video.  However, if the bar erases the video in a timely manner, I would think the overall 

protection of the customers would be more important.  

 

However I later spoke with someone in the restaurant and bar business.  He said he 

was surprised that Harpo's didn't have a video system especially due to the type of 

customers they draw.  He then quickly named four places that draw younger clients on 

the Delmar Loop that all have video systems.  He believed a video system would protect 

both customers and the bar's assets in liability cases and their liquor license.     

 

Apparently Harpo's had a change in ownership as a new liquor license for new 

ownership was approved by the city council on Wednesday night.         

 

POSSIBLE NEW CITY MOTTO FOR CHESTERFIELD...THE CITY OF 

CONVENIENCE STORES/GAS STATIONS AND CAR WASHES.  At the 

August 21 meeting of the Chesterfield Planning and Public Works Committee plans 

were reviewed for two combination convenience stores, gas stations and car washes, 

plus a notification of a third one to be proposed at a later date all within a mile of each 

other.  

 

THE WEDGE:  Yes that piece of real estate with a gas station on it where we used to 

turn left to go to pick pumpkins and buy corn and tomatoes before the arrival of the 

Outlet Malls and the relocation of Olive Street Road. Energy Marketing 709 LLC, owned 

by Steven J. Madras, Deborah S. Madras and  Michael D. Madras want to build four 

buildings on the five acre lot, including a convenience store, a car wash behind the 

store,  a drive through restaurant and a retail building with five store fronts.      
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This would be across the street from the Comfort Inn Suites and there would be a main 

entrance across from the entrance to the hotel's entrance. There would be three other 
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curb curbs.  One more on Chesterfield Airport Road, one on Olive and one to the rear of 

the property on the former section of Olive.  

 

The applicant does not know who will be tenants and are asking for 48 possible uses for 

the site.  None of their presentation, that passed 9-0 before the Planning and Zoning 

Commission, sat well with the Councilpersons on the Planning Committee.  

 

The gas station convenience store and car wash would be 5,000 square feet, the drive 

through restaurant would be 2,000 square feet and the retail area would have five store 

fronts of 2,000 square feet each for a total of 10,000 square feet.  

 

"I'm opposed to half of the four curb cuts," said Chairman Dan Hurt. I'm concerned with 

what will happen 10 and 20 years from now.  This is where Highway 109 will come out.  

Traffic is the issue and it is not going to be getting better," he said.  

 

Councilwoman Connie Fults who is normally a developers' best friend on the City 

Council took exception with the plans. 

 

"I don't know if I have seen a project that fails on every point we looked it, "I'm not 

comfortable with three blocks (separate business units) on a wedge.  They want a 

carwash, gas station, strip stores and a drive through but want 48 different uses of 

buildings.," complained Fults. 

 

"They are seeking 24-hour access but we don't know what is going to be there," said 

former mayor and current councilwoman Nancy Greenwood.  

 

"It is hard to make a decision when we don't know what is going there," said Elliot 

Grissom.  

 

Dan Hurt had the last say before the proposal was continued to a meeting in 

September. 

 

"I think you should be able to pare down below 48 uses for the property and come back 

with some hours of operation," he said.  

 

GAS STATION/CONVENIENCE STORE/CAR WASH AND DRIVE THROUGH #2: The 

second agenda item sounded like Deja Vu all over again. This was about a mile to east 

at the intersection of Long and Edison Roads.  We have written about this proposal at 

great length in the past. One half of the proposed 10 acres Monarch Center is being 

planned now.  The second half of stores and offices in not on the drawing board yet.  
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Doughnuts Anyone?  With this plan the drive through is part of the convenience store.  

And the car wash is not a self-serve one, but a full service facility where attendants take 

your car.  The doughnut shop on the side of the convenience store will be 1,200 square 

feet and have a drive through window.  

 

Over Analyzing! Government isn't The Solution, Government is the 

Problem...R.W.R:  Dan Hurt did not like the U-loop for the drive through window and 

wanted the drive through to be more of a L-shaped turn to the window.  Connie Fults 

wanted the parking spaces on the north side of the pumps moved.  

 

This got to be stupid.  Property owners should have some rights of what to do with their 

property what they want without government officials butting in and in this case, after 

making several major changes at the direction of the committee, they should be able to 

put parking spaces where they want them.  

 

Hurt also did not like the drive through ATM machine on the southwest corner of the 

property.  This got to be a case of micro-managing in its worst. Hurt's suggestion of 



13 

 

having a L-turn for the drive through window will make it confusing when the place is 

swamped before Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter for full service car washes.   I'm 

quite sure once the place opens, customers will figure things out.           

 

Despite passing at the recent Planning and Zoning meeting on a 8-1 vote, this project 

was also continued. 

 

   
Councilman Dan Hurt and P & PW Chairman was in rare form at the last meeting in August with both the 

"point" and the "stink eye." 

 

The owners' traffic engineer made two simple changes making the turn-in from Long 

Road one-way to the building and adding striping.  No parking spaces were moved. At 

the Planning and Public Works Meeting on September 3 the plan was passed 4-0.  

 

NOT ONLY THE POLICE RESPONDED TO FERGUSON:  Yes Town and Country and 

Chesterfield Police sent officers to Ferguson and to assist with protesters in Clayton, but 

night after night Monarch Fire Protection had a "Tactical EMS" crew on the scene in 

Ferguson to treat injuries sustained by police officers and troopers. Monarch's Tactical 

EMS team was in Ferguson for 16 nights.  
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MONARCH MEETING: Regular Meeting...Where was everyone? You might think that 

Monarch fire Board President Robin Harris would be the one most likely to miss a 

meeting, since he is a senior pilot with Delta Airlines, but no everyone else missed, with 

Jane Cunningham appearing by the big screen thanks to Skype. Steven Swyers on a 4-

star safari in Kenya that included tents that had baths and showers, dining halls run by 

chefs with full bar service, was unable to attend by telecommunications.   

 

   Robin Harris in real life size on the dais   

 

 Then there was a giant 

Jane who covered a large portion of the west wall of the meeting room.  

 

VETERAN PROMOTED:  It was nice to see a long time captain with the Monarch Fire 

Protection District get a promotion over some of the captains we normally see walking 

firefighter union picket lines outside of headquarters complaining about being forced to 

wear their uniform instead of pink shirts or being suspended for two days for giving up 

details about building security. Last week Dave Schmidt with 35 years of service, 
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starting in 1979 back when the place was known as the Chesterfield Fire Protection 

District, was promoted to Battalion Chief.  

 

        
 

"Do I Still Have Stupid on my Forehead?" award to FIRE DIRECTOR AND SPIN 

DOCTOR:  More often than not in the last 18 months my comments have fallen on the 

side of Monarch FPD President Robin Harris while dealing with Local 2665 of the 

Firefighters Union. However at the open meeting of the District on Thursday August 28, 

I have to hand it to  Robin, when near the end of the meeting he directed his remarks 

directly at me and Jim Erikson of the West Magazine.  He stated that so far on an 

annual basis Interim Fire Chief Chuck Marsonette was saving the fire district between 

$15,000 and $18,000 over the former chief Thomas Vineyard. 

 

After the meeting I inquired what this was based on.  Harris said that Chief Marsonette 

is on the insurance plan of his wife's employer. From personal experience this maybe is 

not that big of a deal and nothing that Marsonette went out of his way to do. From 1981 

to 1999 my wife worked for large insurance companies and her plan was always better 

than the plans the police departments had I was working for in Missouri and Maryland. It 

was a matter of me choosing the plan with the best benefits versus trying to save a 

government agency money. 

 

DON'T GET HURT... WIN A CHANCE FOR $50:  Interim Fire Chief Chuck Masronette 

proposed a plan that for every 60 days a shift covering five fire stations went with no 

work related injuries, three firefighters on that shift  would win a $50 gift card in a 
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drawing. Marsonette hoped this would be an incentive to avoid injuries. The chief was 

ready with signs like on the intro to The Simpsons for each shift in each fire station.  

  
 

JANE WANTS PUBLIC IN ON IT...BAD IDEA  Jane Cunningham lurking overhead on 

the big screen wanted Marsonette to have outdoor signs so the public/taxpayers can 

see how many days there have been no accidents.  That is a bad idea.  Outdoor signs 

cost money and Board Chairman Robin Harris keeps talking about a $650,000 revenue 

shortfall.  The board should want motorist driving by fire stations to keep an eye out for 

leaving and returning apparatus and not squinting to see a sign.   Put it on the website 

and inside when Cub Scouts are visiting the fire station, the leaders can see it.    

 

AFTER SIX MONTHS FIRE NEGOTIATIONS START AGAIN:  The last negotiations 

between Local 2665 and the fire board were in February.  On September 2 they met  

again. Things did not go so well...we cover this in next week's report. 

 

 

 

LONG TIME ROCKWOOD SPORTS PARENT NAMED INTERIM MANAGER OF THE 

HOUSTON ASTROS: Former Cardinal utility infielder Tom Lawless, a Wildwood 

resident whose daughters were on Rockwood's varsity sports teams was name the 

interim manager of the Houston Astros on Monday.   
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Lawless at the start of the 2014 season in Oklahoma City.    Lawless watching his homerun barely clear  

                                                                                                the leftfield wall and just before his famous 

                                                                                                bat flip. 

 

In 1987 Lawless who only had 25 at bats all season hit the game winning homerun (that 

barely cleared the leftfield wall) in game four of the World Series that the Cardinals 

eventually lost in seven games to the Minnesota Twins. Here is a link to watch his 1987 

World Series bat flip: 

 

http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/eye-on-baseball/24691695/gif-lets-admire-tom-lawless-

bat-flip-in-the-1987-world-series 

 

I got to know Tom when I was a baseball writer covering minor league baseball on the 

East Coast for newspapers, magazines and websites. He and his wife were from 

Eastern Pennsylvania, but liked St. Louis so much the four years he was with the 

Cardinals that they became fulltime residents of West County. 

 

 When I knew Tom he was a minor league manager and then infield coach for the 

Baltimore Orioles. While he was the manager of the Frederick Keys and his wife was in 

town for a home stand, I would often leave the press box and chat with her in the stands 

getting up to date on West County news. 

 

When I moved back to St. Louis I got hold of Tom a couple of times and we had lunch 

once at the Charcoal House on Manchester.  I still have his phone number but I haven't 

contacted him since 2007. 

 

Tom managed to stay in the big leagues as a bench warmer for nine seasons, with the 

Reds, Expos, Cardinals and Blue Jays.  His lifetime batting average was .207.  The 

reason Lawless lasted so long in the big leagues was that despite being a wiry infielder 

he taught himself how to catch and teams could use him as both a bullpen catcher and 
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an emergency catcher if the regular catcher was injured and the backup catcher was 

also injured or ejected. 

 

Before joining the Orioles Lawless was a minor league manager for the Cardinals, spent 

one year working for Major League Baseball on studies on how to speed up the game. 

After leaving the Orioles he managed the Chinese National Baseball team one year in 

an international tournament.  

 

Tom has been with the Astros as a minor league manager and roving infield instructor. 

He began the 2014 as the Interim Manager of the Astros Triple-A team in Oklahoma 

City while the regular manager was being treated for cancer. He later returned to doing 

infield instructing with Houston's farm teams.    

       

The normal minor league season ends on Labor Day and Lawless was home in 

Wildwood when the Astros fired manager Bo Porter and replaced him with Lawless.  

  

 

A MESSAGE IN THE CHANGE...A regular reader of these newsletters saved me a one 

dollar bill that she got in change that had a message:  

 

  

      
 

 

MY BROWNBERRY...LAST WEEK I CALLED THE BUGGY WHIP FACTORY:  I 

would not exactly call myself a luddite...after all I have a weekly newsletter posted on 

my website. Of course I do pay a webmaster to run the website and actually post the 

newsletters. 
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Sure when I leave the house I have a cell phone with me. Of course it is in my pocket 

turned off and turned on only on that rare occasion when I want to make a phone call. 

Up until February I still had a fax machine.  

 

Last week I called a place that may as well make buggy whips and fedoras and I 

ordered my 2015 Brownberry.  I have been carrying my Brownberry since 1988.  When 

someone wants to know what day a specific date falls on while everyone one else is 

getting out their IPad, Blackberry or phone, I simply open my Brownberry and tell them.  

Plus at the start of every year I 'm forced to review my contacts and delete the ones of 

people who have died or no longer are talking to me.   

 

Yes I called and ordered my 2015 pocket Day Timer...in another year or so when I pick 

up the phone to order a new one I have a feeling nobody will answer.  

 

    
 

 

WHERE'S THE SIGNATURE?  Dierberg's claims all sorts of items in the deli are 

"signature" items, especially Bob's BBQ items.  How I'm supposed to know if they are 

really signature items if there is never a signature on a sign.  Besides I have no idea 

what Bob Dierberg's signature's looks like. I was thinking of writing HQ in Chesterfield 
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and asking for an autograph. For instance there is one Missourian's signature, when I 

see it I have an idea what I will be getting.   

 

      
 

ORIGINAL VOICE OF ROCKET J. SQUIREL IS IN GEICO TV COMMERICIAL:  I don't 

know if you have seen the newest Geico TV Commercial that features Rocky and 

Bullwinkle, but the voice of Rocky sounded the same as Rocky in the 1959-64 cartoon 

series. Voice actor June Foray did the voice of Rocky and evil spy Natasha Fatale and 

Dudley DoRight's love interest Nell Fenwick. 

 

  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWIHiIO6_70 
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I told Jerry Moser, a friend of mine who wasted an equal amount of time in his youth 

watching TV as I did, that I was amazed that they found someone to do the commercial 

who sounded just like Foray did in 1962. I mentioned that Foray is in her 90s and 

couldn't still sound like that. Jerry said he was sure June was dead.   

 

We did a google search and found that Foray, 96, is alive living in suburban Los 

Angeles and it was her voice as Rocky on the Geico ad.   

 

   
June in her 80s.                                      June from the Rocky and Bullwinkle days in the 60s. 

 

MUSIC:  Nicki Parrott...If you remember in June when I got back from vacation that 

spanned from New York to Iceland...one of the highlights was listening to jazz vocalist 

and bass player Nicki Parrott every night.  She is such a talent. Then I found out one of 

our Wednesday night buddies played drums for her on the East Coast when she 

appeared in Myrtle Beach. I have posted a couple of YouTube video links of Nicki 

performing.       
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Nicki with Les Paul on How High The Moon  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxbH6qvZedY&list=RDlxbH6qvZedY#t=0 

 

Nicki with her trio on Beyond the Sea 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wPDR3Q3Em8&index=3&list=RDlxbH6qvZedY 

 

ANITIA'S FERGUSON SHOW:  Okay we found this of Anita Rosamond with her hands 

up when we wrote two weeks ago how she would be doing a long scheduled show in 

Ferguson on August 22.     

 
 

We saw Anita the next night at Il Bel Lago in Creve Coeur.  She said the concert was a 

big success with a large crowd despite the heat. While the crowd being majority White, 

it included a sizable number of Blacks. Apparently Anita recognized well known St. 

Louis singer (especially to Blues Hockey fans) Charles Glenn in the crowd and called 
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him up for an impromptu song with her band.  Glenn obliged and did a show stopping 

version of "When the Saints Come Marching In."  Anita said it was a great show and a 

very peaceful night.      

 

 
Charles Glenn, a surprise guest at Anita's Ferguson concert.  Here is a shot from our files where we  

                                                                                                  could claim Anita is getting her regular fans  

                                                                                                  ready for her next Ferguson gig, by putting  

                                                                                                  their hands up but we won't.   

 

 

FERGUSON FALLOUT: A Washington POST website blogger who spend some time 

here over the Ferguson shooting, protests and looting wrote a lengthy piece on the 

Municipal Court system in St. Louis County that included a direct look at the Town and 

Country's city attorney's law firm and an indirect mention of the Town and Country 

judge.  I left a comment at the end of his very long piece that corrected two errors he 

made. Here is the link: 

 

 http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-watch/wp/2014/09/03/how-st-louis-county-

missouri-profits-from-poverty/ 

     

 

FOOD:  Wild Horse Grill at Long Road and Edison has ridden into the sunset.  The 

closing of the high end restaurant leaves the Hanger Grill with a Wednesday and 

Saturday night $15.95 streak dinner special, the popular PM BBQ and Vito's in the north 

corner storefront that has spelled doom for three other restaurants, as the main places 

to eat in the Chesterfield Towne Center.    
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RESTAURANT REVIEWS...RETURN NEXT WEEK.  

 

CARTOONS: 
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