
1 

 

EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 319 AND CHESTERFIELD 264 

         
 

March 4, 2018 

 

ADD ANOTHER $103,109 TO THE 2018 DEFICIT AND THE TOWN SUARE PRICE 

TAG:  It never seems to stop.  Every two or three weeks it is another six figures added 

on to the Town Square Project.  This is basically the infrastructure for the park and land 

surrounding the planned restaurant being built by Bob Brinkman Development.  

 Here is the latest from a bill to the Town and Country from Brinkman.   

 

The work includes asbestos abatement before tearing down the Werth family ranch 

house at the southeast corner of the property, redrawing MSD sewer revisions and 

slope stability and seepage prevention.  

 

 
 

Here is the latest on the city’s 2018 budget deficit: 

 

2018 Town and Country Budget Deficit 

-$6,242,773       Start 1/1/18 

         25,000      01/08/18 Engineering/Design for Town Sq  Maintenance Building.  

-$6,267,773 

         27,000       01/22/18 additional architectural fees for Town Sq Pavilion 

-$6,294,773  

          33,200      02/0618 Engineering Design changes Stock & Assocs.  

-$6,327,973 

       103,109      Asbestos abatement, redrawing sewer lines for MSD and seepage prevention  

-$6,431,082       First reading 02/26/18 

 

Here is the Town Square Project overall expense report: 
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TOWN SQUARE COSTS  

 

$2,250,000    purchase price in January of 2015 

      $34,845    misc expenses including consulting fees 

 $2,284,845   total spent at the end of 2016 

+    330,000   spoil sampling, engineering work, consultant fees 2017 

  $2,614.845 

+$5,759,208  2018 construction costs for grounds and stormwter retention pond  

$8,374,053   
+     340,000  unbudgeted for east side trai, constrasting paving stones and 2nd restroom   

$8,714,053  
+     156,386  approved 11/27/17 for payment to American Water to move water main 

$8,870,439  
-$810,000 purchase price by Brinkman Development for 2.4 acres zoned commercial   

$8,060,439  
 +      40,000   approved on 12/11/17 for $196,294 for second restrooms in Town  

                       Square. $156.294 already budgeted. Additional $40,000 for new 

                        Sanitary Sewer lines placement. 

$8,100,439 
+         25,000   Engineering design for Maintenance Building   01/08/18 

$8.125,439 
+               106  Coffee for the Dec 16 Town Square “Ground Breaking” added on 1/8 

 $8,125,545 
+          27,000    Architectural Service for Town Square Pavilion add on 01/22/18   

$8,152,545 
+          33,200    2/6/18 Design revisions for Town Square 1st reading 2/12/18 

$8,185,745   

+   103,109  first read 2/26/18 sewer design revisions, asbestos removal from house 

                            prior to demo and slope stability and seepage prevention.   

$8, 288,854    

 

THE TOWN SQUARE FROM ABOVE:   

 

Here are two overhead shots of the Town Square construction, one from Clayton Road 

and the other from the Kings Glen subdivision to the south. 
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MORE EXPENSES TO COME AND MONEY TO GO:  At the February 26thTown 

Square Update before the regular Board of Alderman meeting more upcoming 

expenses were brought up. 
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Security Cameras:  Public Works Director Craig Wilde brought up the fact that four 

security camera would cost $93,000 to buy and set up.  He showed the area the 

cameras would cover several alderpersons wanted Brinkman Development to cover 

some of the costs as the cameras would cover much of the parking lot under Brinkman 

control around the restaurant and commercial building.  

 

    
 

Tunnel Changes:  Originally Brinkman proposed corrugated metal to be used for the 

tunnel under Clayton Road to get from the sidewalk on the north side to the Town 

Square on the south side. It was cited as the cheapest way to go. 

 

Craig Wilde told the alderpersons due to bad ground soil the metal tunnel was out and a 

concrete one would need to be used.  The alderpersons decided that they wanted a 8x8 

concrete box tunnel.  This will drive the costs up. Then add in a camera and some 

lighting.  

 

The Pavilion:  Fire pits and a fireplace have been eliminated from the pavilion due to 

fire concerns since the pavilion will be of wood. BBQ grills would be outside.  The 

pavilion would consist of men and women toilets plus picnic tables.  
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“Every time we are at a meeting we talk about taking items we promised.  The Black 

Smith Shop (the property had been a blacksmith shop) was cut.  The splash pads at the 

pond are gone. We eroded away the family things to do,” said Alderwoman Tiffany 

Frautschi.      

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE SERGEANT DEMOTED TO CORPORAL FOR 

HAVING RELATIONSHIP & SEX WITH SUBORDINATE, SUES CITY, ALL THE 

ALDERPERSONS, MAYOR AND RETIRED POLICE CHIEF IN FEDERAL COURT.   

 

Former Town and Country Police Sgt. Jeffrey Wolfe on December 28, 2017 filed suit 

against the entire Town and Country Board of Aldermen, Mayor Jon Dalton and retired 

Police Chief Pat Kranz in Federal Court.  The reason for the suit was that Wolfe, a 26-

year veteran of the force and sergeant since 2012 was demoted to corporal in April of 

2017. 

 

The reason for the demotion was that Wolfe was having a relationship with female 

police officer Lauren Becker, who was a subordinate under his command.  

 

In July of 2017 Wolfe appealed his demotion to the Board of Aldermen which is allowed 

by a city ordinance. In August of 2017 an unanimous vote from the Board of Aldermen  

upheld the demotion.  

 

Wolfe’s attorney, James Towey, Jr. alleges there is no policy regarding romantic 

relationships between supervisors and subordinates.  
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He also claims Town and Country failed to follow its own policy by not advising Wolfe of 

who the complainant was against him and who the investigating officer of the complaint 

was at the time of an official interview, per city policy. 

 

The problem:  I had to deal with this on a lesser degree when I was an assistant police 

chief in Maryland. I had two officers on the same shift who were dating.  The issue is 

would one of the officers overreact to a suspect becoming mouthy or aggressive toward 

their lover.  The other problem most don’t think about is that if the two break up there 

could be hostilities on the job including being slow to respond to assistance calls.  

      
   

In my case I simply had to keep the two officers on different shifts at all times, which 

probably reduced their dating ability. 

 

The problem with a supervisor dating any officer is that regardless if the supervisor is on 

a different shift they are still a supervisor and the other is a subordinate. 

 

All this takes me back to the 1970s when the St. Louis County Police Department began 

hiring its first women patrol officers.  A number of them started dating their male field-

training officers, often ending in marriage or breaking up an existing marriage. 

 

However, that said, Town and Country does not have a policy prohibiting supervisors 

dating subordinates.  You might think they would be aware of this since Town and 

Country has one of its top officers because of such a policy. 

 

Katie Exline was a Creve Coeur police officer.  She and another Creve Coeur officer got 

married and they were told one would have to go or be fired.  Katie was hired by the 

Town and Country Police and has been one of the top officers on the department.  
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 Katie Exline 

      

Of course before Exline the lone female officer on the force was Sharon Woolsey, who 

eventually resigned after being hit on and sexually harassed by her sergeant.  This 

would have been a good time for Town and Country to come up with a policy, but they 

didn’t. The sergeant was forced out and is now selling cars in North County. 

 

Woolsey sued Town and Country and received an out of court settlement, but had to 

agree not to talk about the lawsuit and the settlement.  So much for transparency 

everyone including Mayor Dalton is talking about.  

   Sharon Woolsey receiving an award for her action on a crisis 

intervention case.  

 

A REVIEW OF THE CASE:  We received two reviews on this lawsuit.  One was from a 

former police officer who got his law degree and became an assistant Federal 

prosecutor and the other from a person who has been a police chief for three 

departments in California and Colorado.  They both agreed without a policy against this 

Town and Country will be hard pressed to win.  

 

To read the lawsuit or the police chief’s opinion go to our website and click on the links.  

 

My Position:  It has always been, you get paid extra not to date or have sex with the 

people you are paid to supervise.     

 

The Defense for the City:  The defense is being handled by insurance lawyer Jim 

Foster of McMann and Berger, with offices at Clayton Road and Ballas. . 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY TRYING TO KEEP CLARKSON VALLEY SAFE…ARRESTS 

CLARKSON VALLEY  RESIDENT THREE TIMES FOR DWI:  Robert Holthaus, 33, of 

16 Seven Oaks Drive in Clarkson Valley 63005, has been arrested by the Town and 

Country Police three times for DWI.  The last time it was a felony DWI. 

 

Holthaus most recent arrest was on April 29, 2016 after being observed on I-64 in Town 

and Country and did not stop until he exited in Chesterfield on the North Outer Road.   

After his DWI arrest he refused to take a breath requiring Officer Josh Hamel to obtain a 

search warrant and obtain a blood draw.  

 

Holthaus was originally charged in an arrest warrant on 08/02/16 but was not arrested 

until 01/29/18. 

    
 Holthaus                         16 Seven Oaks Drive  Holthaus lives with mom. 

This is from the Court Files: 
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ART AT LONGVIEW PARK OR IS MY VISION GETTING BLURRED:  First it was Art 

at Chesterfield City Hall and now it is Art at Town and Country’s Longview Park that 

take me back to the 1960s when color TV tubes would go whacko.  Here is an example:   

 

     
1960’s Color TV tube                Alleged art at Longview Farmhouse 
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WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER SECURITY AGENT ON THE MOVE:  Fast Responses are 

always important.  
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UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 264 

       
March 4, 2018 

 

CHESTERFIELD PARKWAY CRASH TURNS FATAL:  Adrian Rico-Esquivel, 22, who 

lives in the Chesterfield Mobile Home Park is now facing Felony DWI-Death of Another 

charge resulting from the drunk driving accident he was involved in on February 12 at 

7:37 pm on Chesterfield Parkway West at Burkhardt Place (behind Chesterfield Mall 

near County Library). 

 
Rico-Esquivel consented to a blood draw. 

 

Brian Jeffrey Smith, 45, driver of the car hit by Rico-Esquivel was in a coma with a 

severe brain injury from the time of the accident until he died on February 27. Smith 

lived with his wife Rachel Green-Smith and their daughter at 6 Braniff Ct. in 

Chesterfield.    Funeral services and burial for Smith were on March 1. 

 The Smith family  
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PETER, PETER PUMPKIN STEALER ARRESTED:  Peter Wolff was arrested by 

Chesterfield police detectives on February 8 for passing a bad check in his scheme to 

steal $79,000 worth of pumpkins from Northern Illinois farmer Larry McGuiness.  Wolff 

set up a “Pumpkin Patch” near where the Romback Farms had operated and had an 

annual pumpkin patch for decades before shutting down in 2017.  

 

Wolff had a partner write out a bad check for $27,000 to McGuiness for pumpkins. Wolff 

then gave the check to McGuiness, who sent another $52,000 worth of pumpkins to 

McGuiness before the check bounced. The County Prosecutor’s Office has the case, 

but has not issued any charges yet.    

 

Wolff failed to pay employees and other suppliers.  We discovered he has a 30-year 

record for court judgments for non-payment in connection with companies he ran. He 

has hundreds of thousands of dollars in judgments for non-payments.  He currently has 

three corporations on file in Missouri operating out of a Fenton mobile home.  

 

   Mug shot 

 

CANDIDATE POSES WHILE  PR FIRM SHOOTS PHOTOS FOR HIS CAMPAIGN AT 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING.  It appears as if I will be featured in a blog by the stupid 

lawyer.  The stupid lawyer of course is Bill Lawson who came to a Chesterfield City 

Council meeting and complained how the city gave me a copy of the Doorack Lease 

that I then posted on my website. He claimed the lease was voted on in a secret closed 

session.  Lawson had no idea by law that once a lease is approved it has to be made 

public along with all votes and documents (emails) connected with. He was unaware the 

city had been breaking State Law for seven years. He followed up bad mouthing me by 

slamming a Sunshine Request down on the city clerk’s table wanting to see all 

Sunshine Requests I had filed with the city.  
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Lawson was also upset with my documentation how his buddy City Prosecutor Tim 

Engelmeyer never prosecuted anyone who hired a lawyer.  He simply reduced charges 

to non-criminal offense such as “No Parking” or “Littering.”  

Lawson has filed to run against Tom DeCampi in Ward-4. 

  

 A camera crew set up at the February 21, 2018 Chesterfield City Council meeting. 

There were two photographers and a woman supervising them.   During the meeting I 

noticed that Lawson often was not looking at who was speaking but posing for a camera 

person.  

 

I also noticed that one photographer was taking photos of me.  This included him 

kneeling down and shooting photos from a few feet away and one where I 

photographed him taking a photo of me. 

 

Before the meeting was over the woman and the photographers started packing up in 

the lobby.  Lawson had left his seat and was talking to them as if he was giving 

instructions. I went out and asked who they were with.  I could not get a straight answer.    

 

 
Lawson seated at the far right.  

 

I was told they were taking photos for a blog site, but he could not provide the name of 

the blog, a web address or provide an email address.  He could (would) not tell me who 

ran the blog.  He then asked if I was a “blogger.”  That is what Lawson calls me.  I 

corrected him and told him I was a reporter for a News website I own.  All this added up 

to and pointed at Lawson.  I then learned of a rumor floating among the council how “a 

candidate” hired the photo crew. 

 

ME TOO!  I get on the Council members who meet after meetings at Harpo’s and now 

Bill Lawson is having a “Meet and Greet” at Harpo’s from 4 to 8 pm on Thurs. March 1. 
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I have two problems with Harpo’s.  First it is a regular location and leads thepolice list 

for drunken fights, drunk drivers leaving and crashing cars or getting arrested, underage 

drinkers with fake IDs.  There is no other Chesterfield Bar even close to the number of 

police calls as Harpo’s.  

 

My other problem with Harpo’s is that other than management, the staff is all young 

females, who wear very little clothes usually accenting their boob and butts.  
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This is from Harpo’s facebook on Christmas Day: 

 
 

Of course it is illegal in Missouri for bars to serve intoxicated people.  But Harpo’s is 

advertising that they want you to show up and get drunk! 

 

Here is a photo of the wait staff four days before Halloween. 
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Here is one from their facebook. 

   
 

So let’s see, Lawson holds a campaign party at a bar where middle age men try and 

relive their college days in Columbia while exploiting young women.  This is real class! 

 

Finally let’s look at how interested Lawson has been in city government over the years.  

 

In the last 19 years Lawson has only voted four times in city, fire district and school 

board April elections.   

 

 
 

  

CHESTERFIELD RESIDENT CHARGED WITH THIRD DWI IN FOUR YEARS.  Juan 

C. Dominguez, 30, lives at 67 Greymore Drive Chesterfield, which backs up to Parkway 

Central High School.  Dominguez has two prior DWI convictions.  One was in 

Manchester in November of 2013 and the other in Chesterfield in 2015 after a 2014 

arrest.  His latest arrest was by the County Police on August 7, 2017.  
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Here is the latest information from his court file. 

 

     Juan Dominguez 
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FROM DRUG DEALING TO KIDDIE PORN KEEPS ONE CHESTERFIELD MAN 

BUSY:  In our October 23, 2017 newsletter we wrote about how there was a police raid 

at the apartment of Ronald Zuroeste, 45, at 14522 Bantry Lane on November 9, 2016 

where a lot of drugs were seized including marijuana, meth, LSD and other drugs. 

Zuroweste confessed that he was a marijuana dealer. Once lab tests came back he was 

arrested again on the drug charges on October 14, 2017.  

 

          
2016 Mug Shot                      Bantry Lane apartment/condos 

During the 2016 search of his home on Bantry Lane other items were found.  He has 

now been arrested on February 15, 2018 for additional charges of Felony Possession of 

Child Pornography and Felony Promoting Child Pornography.  

 

 Zuroweste’s appearance had changed a bit in the 5 months 

between arrests. 

 

Here is the latest from the court files: 
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FEMALE SHOPLIFTER SCRATCHED, PUNCHED AND BIT ARRESTING 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE OFFICER, DRAWING BLOOD.  Bobbie Jessica Williams, 

28, of St. Louis already had at least five stealing/shoplifting arrests  and convictions 

before she went to the Taubman Outlet Mall to steal from various stores on February 12 

at 8 o’clock.  
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  Bobbie J. Williams  2016 mug shot 

 

At the same time Chesterfield Officer David Krumm, assigned to the retail theft unit was 

on foot patrol at the Taubman Outlet Mall. 

 

The court documents tell the story very nicely. 
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 The court documents listed part of Williams’ arrest record.  Here is more that we could 

find: 
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11/30/07  Stealing                                                                        Brentwood PD 

11/13/09   Stealing                                                                       Brentwood PD 

12/16/09   Felony Stealing/Probation/Probation revoked             Ferguson PD 

08/17/11   Stealing                                                                       Richmond Heights PD 

02/19/13   Felony Stealing  120 day jails then 3 year probation  Des Peres DPS 

 

 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Back on Monday October 17, a middle aged hippie, 

wearing shorts on a cold night and refusing to remove his hat was in the first row at the 

City Council meeting.  He was there to see Harvey Rosenberg get handed an award for 

his garden, by the Citizens Committee for the Environment.  The guy refused to stand 

for the Pledge of Allegiance or removed his hat.  I got my camera out just as everyone 

sat down, but the guy at the end of the row was giving him the stink eye.  

I went out when he was leaving and asked why he didn’t stand for the Pledge.  He only 

had one comment, which was “You are an asshole.”  

 
 

I thought about him while attending the February 21 Chesterfield City Council meeting.  

Glen Smith was there to see his daughter Judy Smith receive an award from the same 

group.  The Smiths were big on getting the Chesterfield Veterans Memorial built.   

 

Glen Smith, a World War II Navy vet was seated in his wheelchair.  Despite being 

disabled, when Mayor Bob Nation asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance, 

Mr. Smith with the help of others, stood and recited the pledge. 
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FULL UNIFORM:  Smith’s daughter, Judy Smith was in full uniform to receive a Green 

Award at the beginning of the meeting.  She is a pastry chef for Dierberg’s. 

 

 
 

RESIDENTS SPEAK OUT AGAINST DR. DOUG’S REZONING REQUEST:  Dr. Doug 

Pernikoff, a veterinarian who has appeared weekly on the Frank O. Pinion (John 

Craddock)  radio show for years wants to move his Vet clinic to a nearby lot on Clarkson 

Road and needs rezoning to construct a new building. 
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        Frank O. Pinion (John Craddock) 

 

Dr. Doug Pernikoff known around St. Louis thanks to his weekly radio appearances       

 

Pernikoff is currently located in the Clarkson-Wilson Center on the east side of Clarkson 

Road.  

  
 

He wants to build a 1 ½ story building for a new Vet clinic near his current location at 

2264 Clarkson Road.  But first he has to get the land rezoned from residential to 

commercial.   

 

The new site would be located on a lot next to the shopping center where his office is 

currently located.   

 

 



29 

 

 

 However that property is zoned R-2 residential.  While the shopping center is 

immediately to the south, a subdivision is to the east on Clarkson Woods Drive.  

 
The rezoning is still in front of the Planning Commission and has not made it to the City 

Council’s agenda.  However two people in opposition to the rezoning appeared at the 

February 21, City Council meeting.   Antoinette Hodges of 16572 Meadow Oak Drive 

and Paul Bostick of 2139 Heather Glen each spoke out against allowing Pernikoff to 

build a commercial building at their subdivision entrance.  

   
Hodges                           Bostick 

 

MOTION TO POSTPONE RAISE FOR CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  The raise for City 

Administrator Mike Geisel was postponed on a 4-2 vote.  The bill called for Geisel to get 

a $3,400 raise with an annual salary at $173,400.  Michele Ohley and Ben Keathley 

voted against the continuance.  I don’t think they were ready to vote for the raise, but 

against it.  Barry Flachsbart was absent and Tom DeCampi was delayed getting to the 

meeting due to bad weather delaying his flight back from a business trip. 

 

NEW APARTMENT COMPLEX PROPOSAL PASSES ON A 5-2 VOTE.  The proposed 

apartment complex on 12.6 acres of land between Old chesterfield Road and Wild 

Horse Creek Road (across from the trailer park) passed on a 5-2 vote. 

Developers want to put in a 170 unit apartment complex. 
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Both Ward 4 Councilpersons Michelle Ohley and Tom DeCampi voted against the 

project. While the apartment complex is not in their ward, Ward-4 begins across the 

street from it on Wild Horse Creek Road.  

 

“It’s the traffic from a 170 unit apartment,” said Ohley why she voted against it.  “It is 

right there at a corner and changes the sight lines,” she added.  

 

“There was push back from Ward-4 residents who were against it for the reduction in 

green space and the increase in traffic,” said DeCampi.     
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FOOD: PUB GRUB GOOD AND BAD: 

 

SATCHMO’S BAR & GRILL  13375 Olive Blvd (Olive and Hwy 141)  02/18/18 

 

Satchmo’s has a restaurant side and a bar side.  The menu is the same.  Three weeks 

in a row, with our trivia team, we ate on the bar side.  

 



33 

 

Our first night there we were greeted by a small blond and were not sure if we were 

actually wanted.  However after getting seated our waitress, who was from Russia and 

a graduate at Maryville University, was a delight.  (She works full time at Maryville and 

part time as a waitress.) Our waiter and waitress the next two visits were very good 

also. 

 

Our first waitress said we would not go wrong with a burger, but added that “The Brick” 

a sliced roast beef sandwich on toast was her favorite.  I got The Brick ($10.95) and her 

recommendation was excellent.  The meat was tender and flavorful.  The bread was 

toasted perfectly.  You might think they were skimping on the meat by putting it on toast.  

But they were not. It didn’t look that great, but it tasted great and filled me up.  

 
 

Three other diners gave thumbs up to the burgers.  

 

The burgers varied from the Tavern Burger ($10.95) with a choice of seven different 

cheeses to the Smokehouse Burger ($12.95 with cheddar cheese, BBQ sauce and a 

couple of hand dipped onion rings on the burger) to the Southwest Burger ($12.95), the 

Farmhouse Burger ($12.95 with a fried egg) and a Bayou Burger. 

 

It is odd that they will have hand dipped o-rings for the top of a burger, but will not sell a 

side of onion rings. 
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The fries were okay, but looked better than they were.    I liked the creamy cole slaw. 

 

On another visit we tried a house pizza. (two toppings $9.95, three topping $10.95) 

My wife tried a steak fajitas special.  They were both okay, but we both commented that 

our next time back it would be either a burger or the beef on toast. It turned out the next 

time back we split a “Brick.” 

   
 

The dinner menu looks good with the highest price item was the prime rib at $21.95. A 

number of items on the menu give the impression someone with the restaurant is from 

New Orleans. Besides having Louis Armstrong’s nickname on the building a number of 

items on the menu had a Cajun flair. (N’Awlins Jambalaya, Shrimp and Grits, Gumbo 

and Fried Green Tomatoes) 

 

THE FOX AND HOUND:  6300 Clayton Road  Richmond Heights. Inside the Cheshire 

Inn Hotel.  February 17, 2018 

 

The Cheshire Inn is the first building inside St. Louis County or the last building in St. 

Louis County before you enter the City of St. Louis depending if you are going west or 

east.  
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The Fox and Hound itself is TINY.  The Saturday night we went we were lured in 

because Dave Venn on piano and Jim Manley on trumpet were playing.  At 7:30 we got 

the last two seats at a table by the door.  We were promptly ignored by the lone 

waitress on duty who never even acknowledged our existence for 30-minutes.We then 

moved to a high back chair and a corner of the sofa as another couple left, only to have 

eight more come in.  

      
 

Things got better when Dan arrived on duty.  He was our waiter and was very good. 

 

Honestly, when I was a 25-year-old police detective back in 1977 and 78 I used to go to 

the Fox and Hound.  It was different than any other place you might find in St. Louis.  

Bill, a blind pianist played five nights a week. 

 

40 years later including after the hotel was closed for a year for a complete makeover, it 

was amazing.  Nothing had changed.  I mean nothing The makeover completely missed 

the Fox and Hound!  Okay, maybe the bar stools got replaced.  The piano was in the 

same spot.  The two booths with chess boards were still there. The stuffed chairs 
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appeared to be the same, as did the sofas and small tables.  It was as Mr. Peabody and 

Sherman had put me in the Wayback Machine and set the dial for 1977. 

  
 

However, I have to admit that I don’t remember it being so crowded and SO LOUD.   

 

Before getting food my wife ordered a Manhattan Up (rye).  Two days earlier she had 

one at Annie Gunn’s that she considered one of the best she ever had.  We asked the 

bartender on the way out of Annie Gunn’s what her secret was and she said my wife 

had ordered her favorite drink.   Her Manhattan at the Fox and Hound reportedly did not 

come close. 

 

I ordered a Coke.  It was the worst “Bar” Coke I have ever had and I have had some 

bad ones.  It was both flat and tasteless. 
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As we waited to order food, we were amazed how difficult it was to hear two very well 

known St. Louis musicians.  The acoustics were that bad.   
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The menu was short.  My wife went with the Cheshire Burger that came with Cheddar 

Cheese and “Medart” sauce.  For relocated newer St. Louisians, Bill Medart opened 

what is now known as the Cheshire Inn on Clayton Road at Skinker in 1930.  It was 

Medart’s from 1930 until 1938 when it was renamed the “Old Cheshire Inn”. It was sold 

in1960 nine years after Bill Medart committed suicide in Paris in 1951.  

 

 
 

Medart’s widow, Blossom Breneman (stage name), a former silent era movie star, sold 

the restaurant to the Apted family (owners of Miss Hulling’s Cafeterias) nine years after 

Bill Medart’s death.     

  Blossom Breneman, Hollywood PR photo. 

 

So my wife ordered a side salad.  I asked our waiter, Dan what he would recommend, 

the Fish and Chips or the Pork sandwich. He was very clear that I should order the Fish 

and Chips.  He asked what I wanted and for a second I thought I was in England and 

said “the chips” before I realized I was in Richmond Heights, MO and told him I was 

speaking “Londonize” and I meant the fries.  That was a mistake. 

 

My wife’s cheeseburger was average at best.  The highlight of the order was the side 

salad. 

 

We split the burger and the fish (2-pieces of fish). 
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The burger was really lacking.  However, I liked the fish.  But my choice of French fries 

was a mistake.  I’m a fat guy and half of the fries were still on the plate when the table 

was cleared. 

 

I have to admit that it was fun to see the old place where I sometimes hung out in the 

70s, but I’m not in any hurry to return. It is part of St. Louis and you should check it out 

on the way home from the Muni or the Fox, but avoid the food, the bar Coke. 

 

CLASSIC RED HOTS CATERING TOWN AND COUNTRY LOCATION:  We did a 

review of Classic Red Hots Catering located in the Home Depot store in Chesterfield 

Valley.  A month ago we went to the new location in Town and Country at 14342 South 

Outer Forty Road, across the street from the MoDOT Traffic Management Center and a 

couple of doors down from Massa’s restaurant.  

 

It’s easy to miss. Owner Steve Cori has not put up a sign.  There was some signs in the 

window for products, like brand name hot dogs and brats.  There is also an “open” sign 

that sometimes he forgets to turn off. 

 

While the Home Depot location is open 5 ½ hours a day and 6 ½ on the weekend, the 

Town and County location is only open 3 hours day from 11am to 2pm.  Cori needed a 

place with a bigger kitchen for catering deals, but his lease requires he be open.  He 

confessed that he would prefer 11-to-1 as business dies off after 1pm.  Of course with 

no sign or advertising, the fact that he has regular customers filling the tables is pretty 

remarkable.  
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The food is the same at at Home Depot.  The difference is there are tables and plenty of 

places to sit.  
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There is much more counter space and a whole rear kitchen area and restrooms. 

 

 My Chili Brat was just as good as the one I had at the 

Home Depot.  It was just as pricey at $5.  I was having breakfast/lunch by ordering the 

Chili Cheese brat and still left one bite that my dinner companion finished off.  

 

 

REAL ESTATE:  It more expensive across the street on Upper Ladue. Back in 

Newsletter 177 on May 10, 2015 we featured the house for sale at 21 Upper Ladue, in 

Ladue that was priced at $3,300,000. 
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But across the street at 26 Upper Ladue the 5-bedroom, 6-full bath house is listed at at 

$4,950,000.  The pad has 10,094 square feet and is on 3.56 acres.   

 

  
Sure the master bedroom closet space is nice but is it shared or is it just the wife’s?  

The impressive thing was the swimming pool.  You got plenty of exercise just walking to 

and from the pool without ever getting wet.  

 

 
 

The house is owned by Dr. Daniel Riew, an orthopedic surgeon who specializes in 

spines.  
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Dr. Riew left St. Louis with two other orthopedic surgeons to work at the New York-

Presbyterian Hospital.   Riew and his wife Mary were married in New York in 1992.  

They have three children. We say good luck to them finding a 10,000 square foot house 

in New York (Long Island or Connecticut) for a mere $4,950,000. 

 

FRED MEYLAND-SMITH REAL HOUSES:  If you recall recently Town and Country 

stuff-shirt pompous alderman Fred Meyland-Smith made a comment about a resident 

who wanted to build a 1,055 square foot “pool house” with a full kitchen, study, living 

room and more as being ½ of a small house.  We were taken back that Meyland-Smith 

was unaware of lots of people grew up in houses less than 1,000 sq feet. We then ran 

photos of nine family houses between 1,000 and 600 feet in the central county.  Here 

are some more.  The variance for the 1055 “pool house” was continued on 2/26/18 to 

March 12, Board of Aldermen meeting.      

   
Ballwin 816 sq feet                            Manchester  962 Sq feet   

 
Manchester 872 Sq Feet 
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South County (Sappington) 960 Sq Feet   Crestwood 900 Sq feet 

 

  
936 Sq Feet  South County 63126         872 Sq Feet South County  

 

 

MUSIC:  It’s free and they are good!  Put it on your schedule.  

 

 
 

UMSL Touhill Performing Arts Center. 
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CARTOONS: 
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