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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 310 AND CHESTERFIELD 255 

         
 

December 31, 2017  

 

FELONY DRUNK DRIVER HAS CASE COTNINUED OVER 4-YEARS:  On 

May 5, 2014 David G. Steele, 47, of 623 N. Ballas in Kirkwood was arrested by Town 

and Country Police for felony drunk driving.  The case was filed in the Associate Circuit 

Court in Clayton since it is a felony.   

 

By our count Steele through his Clayton attorney Travis Noble has continued the case 

at least 28 times.  It is now set for August 6, 2018 in front of Judge Joseph Walsh. That 

will be 51 months after the arrest.  

   
Often attorneys will dealy cases as long as they car hoping the witnesses and officers 

will move out of town, leave law enforcement or get fired.  The arresting officer and 

main witness in this case is Cpl. Fowle.  I’m told by people in the department that he is 

not going any where any time soon and has a fine record.    

 

FORMER OR CURRENT RESIDENT OF 1317 TOPPING ROAD ON PROBATION 

FOR KIDNAPPING:  Bryce Austin Glover, 20, has given an address in North St. Louis, 

but most often when cited or arrested he gives an address of 1317 Topping Road. While 

most of his cases involve traffic offenses, including two in Town and Country plus a 

Minor in Possession of Alcohol charge. He was cited in Town and Country once when 

he has been on probation for Felony Kidnapping and Domestic Violence in St. Louis.     
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  Bryce Glover 

 
1317 Topping Road in Town and Country is a ranch house that was bought by Ed Imo 

in 2008.  Imo bought all the ranch houses that sat in front of his his mansion at 1339 

Topping.  He tore down all the houses immediately in front of his house and created an 

immense front yard beyond his driveway gate. There are two houses he did not tear 

down.  One of them is 1317 Topping.  

 

In 2015 and 2016 Bryce Glover was giving the 1317 Topping Road address when he 

was cited or arrested.  He had been living in north St. Louis City.  

 

On 05/21/15 Glover was cited for speeding and being a minor in possession of alcohol.  

He was 18 at the time.  He gave the Topping Road address.  

 

However two weeks earlier on 5/05/15 he was cited in Webster Groves for speeding on 

I-44 and gave an address of 4131 Maffitt in north St. Louis.   

 

On 10.18/16 he was stopped for speeding on Clayton Road at Hwy 141 and he gave 

the 1317 Topping Road address.  

     Several more times in 2016 he was cited by St. Louis Police and Florissant Police 

and he would use both addresses. 

But then came the serious charges.  On March 21, 2017 Glover was indicted by a St. 

Louis Grand Jury for Feloney Kidnapping and five courts of Felony Domestic Assault..  
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Here is the Probable Cause Statement filed by St. Louis Police Detective Kara 

Lindhorst: 

 

 

OUTCOME:  On 08/11/17 Glover pled guilty to the Kidnapping and assault charges. 

Keep in mind the kidnapping was taking the victim out of state and the assault charges 

resulted in serioius injuries.  
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Glovers was given a 5-year SIS probation term on all charges.  This means if he 

successfully completes the probation there will be no record of the arrest. 

   

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 255 

       
December 31, 2017 

 

MONARCH FPD SWITCHES WORKERS COMP INSURANCE CARRIERS AGAIN 

WITH A SIZABLE SAVINGS: In 2017 Brick Street Insurance had a premium of 

$781,335 for Workers comp Insurance for the Monarch Fire Protection District.  There 

were $272,520 in expected claims (3 claims) by the end of 2017.  In other word Brick 

Street saw a nice margin of $508,815 to the plus side.  However their bid for 2018 

coverage went up 4.2% to $814,447. 

 

Monarch’s Insurance broker/agent Mike Hennessey hoped to keep the same company 

for several years, but that was not to be for 2018.  Brick Street came in with a bid of 

$814,447 while Missouri Employers Mutual bid the Work Comp coverage for a year at 

$659,518.  That was 15.6% lower than the Brick Street bid.  At the December 20 

Monarch meeting a 3-0 vote changed 2018 Workers Comp coverage to Missouri 

Employers Mutual.   

 

The Worker Comp insurance premiums continue to drop from a high of $1,19,092 under 

the old Pro-Firefighters Union Fire Board in 2012 to $659,518 under the Pro-Taxpayers 

Fire Board.  The insurance reform was started by Jane Cunningham when she was 

elected to the Fire District Board of Directors in 2013. Cunningham knew almost zero 

about firefighting but she knew when too much money was being spent on something.  

She took lowering the Work Comp insurance premiums on as a personal challenge. 

Cunningham resigned in August of 2017 when she and her husband moved to the Lake 

of the Ozarks.       

 

CHESTERFIELD DRIVER INJURED WHILE STOPPED AT AN ELECTRIC SIGNAL 

ON HIGHWAY 30:  Scott Sterling, 52, of Chesterfield was transported to St. Luke’s 
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Hospital on Saturday Dec. 23 at 6:30 PM after being rear-ended while stopped for a 

Red Light on Hwy 30 in Jefferson County.  

 

 

 

 
 

23-YEAR-OLD DRUNK DRIVER GETS SPECIAL PROGRAM AFTER PLEADING 

GUILTY TO HER FOURTH DWI: We first wrote about Taryn Blackmer in April after she 

was arrested for the fourth time for DWI.  The Wildwood resident who lives just off of 

Manchester Road was arrested by County Police for DWI all four times.  

 

Here are the dates of her DWI arrests: 

 

02/11/11 

03/15/13 

02/21/16 

02/19/17 

 

She pled guilty to all the cases, but the last two she pled guilty on 09/06/17 and were 

felonies. She was placed in a Special Court Program for DWI, meaning nothing goes on 

her driving record.  The companion charges (the probable cause reason the cops had to 

stop her) where all dismissed.  So she got no points after pleading guilty to her last two 

DWI cases.  Her next court date is 09/07/2020 before Judge Michael Burton.  

 

It seems like the time for a DWI program is after the first or second DWI arrest.  After 

the fourth DWI arrest it is time to hammer them.  
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 Blackmer 

 

CAR CLOUTERS LOOKING TO BE ARRESTED:  The below two males are suspects 

in car break-ins at the Eberwein Dog Park and the Jewish Community Center on 

December 16.  They were the black car pictured below.  If you happen to see them or 

the car in a parking lot, please call the 9-1-1.  They obtained credit cards and checks. 

   
 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER 
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If you noticed, there was an armed robbery with a gun of the Circle K Shell gas station 

and store in the 15000 block of Olive Blvd at Chesterfield Parkway. This is the same 

place where police detectives arrested an employee and accomplice in a fake robbery.    

 

We called to get more information and was told the suspect was a black/male wearing a 

ski mask who was about 6-foot,   

 

TIMES THEY HAVE CHANGED OR WHAT IS WRONG WITH THIS PHOTO: 

Chesterfield Police Sgt. Keith Rider is giving an interview to KTVI on the Christmas Eve 

armed robbery at Shell Station/Circle K.  The suspect with the ski mask and hoodie is 

impossible to identify.  However there was one thing that stuck out in the interview.     

Sgt. Rider was wearing a short sleeve shirt. When the interview was recorded on 

Wednesday December 27 it was 12-degrees.   Perfect weather for a short sleeve shirt.   

 

Back in 80s and before the Chief of Police of most departments would issue an order 

stating that all officers from October 15 to April 15 would wear long sleeve uniform shirts 

and clip-on ties.  At Kirkwood the chief in the 70’s was known as being anal retentive 

among other things and even had a rule if the shift sergeant worn his jacket everyone 

had to wear their jacket. Times have changed. At most departments officers can wear 

either the short sleeve or long sleeve or in some places the uniform sweater.  No more 

baking on a 80-degree March day in long sleeves or freezing on a cold day in May.        

 

   
 

 

EVERYTHING IS UP TO DATE IN CHESTERFIELD CITY THEY HAVE GONE AS 

FER AS THEY CAN GO OR WE WILL CALL YOU DON’T CALL US:  This is from the 
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Chesterfield Police email contact list on the Police Department’s website:  On 

December 28, 2017 here are the following listings on the Chesterfield Police website for 

media contacts and purchasing inquiries   They are the email address of Capt. Steve 

Lewis.  Unfortunately for anyone with a media question or purchasing inquiry that email 

is dead.  Steve Lewis quit in May and took over as the Police Chief in Ellisville.   

 

 
 

   
 

Apparently in the “Transparent” world of Chesterfield government when it comes to the 

media and the police, it is we’ll call you, don’t you call us.  Chesterfield does have an IT 

Director, but apparently updating the website is a low priority.  

 

CHRISTMAS LOW LIFE:  I try not to repeat items from the Post-Dispatch and either 

report news with additional information or news not covered in the dwindling Main 

Stream Press.  But, that said this one deserved to be mentioned especially since so 

many of our readers do not receive the Post-Dispatch.  

 

Daniel Lanfersieck, 28, of Lemay, was arrested for stealing Christmas gifts and cards 

containing money left by Sunset Hills residents for their trash collection men. Sunset 

Hills residents reported seeing Lanfersieck taking gifts and cards left on trash cans. 

 
 

Lanfersieck’s record shows numerous traffic charges including No Driver’s License, 

Expired License plates and other license violations. This is the only criminal case we 

could find: 
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10/15/15     Stealing                                                                     Arnold PD 

 

Chesterfield had a rash of these types of thefts in recent years, some resulting in 

arrests.  The Chesterfield crime analyst tells us there have been none reported in 2017, 

but neighborhood message boards say otherwise.  Residents on Highcroft  report thefts 

of envelopes on trash and recycling cans.  They reported the cards were taped to the 

lids.  I always taped my Christmas tip cards on the bottom of the lid so you could not 

see them, although I have had trash guys in a hurry who have overlooked them.  

 

20 YEAR STRING OF LADUE QUEENS OF LOVE AND BEAUTY.  For 19 years every 

Queen of Love and Beauty (better titled the Queen of rich parents usually from Ladue) 

was crowed at the Veiled Prophet Ball had been from Ladue, the richest of rich suburbs 

in St. Louis County.  

 

In a number of instances the Queen of Love and Beauty wasn’t necessarily beautiful or 

even pretty, but they are always daughters of rich parents.   

 

This year the Ladue string was snapped. However, a certain level of inbreeding helped 

as the cute Corinne Marie Condie was crowned the VP Queen.   

 

All in the family:  Best we can tell the 1998 queen was Corinne’s aunt , Josephine 

Condie.  Jo Condie went to Mary Institute on the west side of Ladue and Corrine went to 

John Burroughs on the east side of Ladue. Some news report had Corinne’s mother 

being crowned Queen in 1967, but a friend of the family tells us ut was another relative 

as Conrine’s mom is from the East Coast. ANOTHER Condie was crowned in 1940.  

We believe an aunt, Alice Busch Condie, was crowned in 1964. 

 

   
Corinne Condie                               Parker and Corinne 
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Daughter of Parker and Margaret Condie of 8 Colonial Hills Drive in CREVE COEUR!  

Parker was president of Coin Accepters for 17 years and is currently President of CEO 

of Helicopters, Inc. Helicopters, Inc. leases helicopters to TV stations and is located in 

36 cities with 300 employees. 

 

   
Former  1998 VP Queen Josephine     We can almost see the family home in this 

Condie and her grandfather Parker       photo 

 Condie, Sr. in 2014                                       

 

 

THE BEST AND WORST 2017:      

 

Worst: 

January 2017:  We reported how Dylan Phillips whose BAC level was .198% after being 

stopped for speeding 85 MPH in a 50 MPH work zone and lane weaving, was placed by 

Town and Country Judge Waldamer on a NO-Record, NO-Points and NO-Fine 

probation for DWI. 
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CITY COUNCILMAN PICKS CRIMINALS OVER TAXPAYERS:  We reported on 

01/09/17 how then City Councilman Bruce DeGroot represented Jackia Coombs who 

was charged with Felony Theft for stealing from stores in DeGroot’s Ward-4.  Combs 

received a 5-year Probation term. DeGroot also represented Combs in a felony theft 

case out of Hazelwood.  On December 13, 2017 Combs received probation violation 

notices on both cases. In April DeGroot was elected to the Missouri House of 

Representatives and continues to represent those businesses victimized by Combs..  

 

       
Combs                                 DeGroot 

 

THE ORDER TO RELEASE DOORACK LEASE RECORDS WAS NOT FULFILLED.  

In January we had to fill a second Sunshine request stating the city had refused to give 

us all records relating to the Doorack Lease of an empty lot to the City for no known 

propose at $80,000 a year for 10 years. After receiving our complaint Chesterfield city 

attorney Chris Graville ordered the other records released. 

 

CHILD MOLSTER’S CASE DRAGS ON OVER A YEAR:  In January of 2017 we 

reported that Child Molester, Chesterfield resident, David Breeze of 16521 LaCross Dr 

had been charged with 3 Felony counts of Sodomy, one count of Attempted Statutory 

Sodomy of a Minor with a weapon,   Sexual Intercourse with a Minor under 14, 
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Endangering the Welfare of a Child. The offenses happened in 2015 and 2016.  He was 

charged in December of 2016.  The case is next scheduled in court on 01/18/18. 

      
 

Chesterfield Planning Director Quits: Aimee Nassif quit announcing she was taking a 

similar job with the City of Olathe, Kansas. 

 

HANGAR GRILL CLOSED.  The employees and customers were not notified of the 

closing of the bar and grill located in Chesterfield Town Center. It closed without any 

advanced or a posted notice on the bar and grill’s website or even a note on the door. 

 

PM BBQ also in the Chesterfield Town Center closed on December 2.  Unlike The 

Hangar, PM’s owner gave plenty of notice that included interviews with print media 

outlets.  

 

 Town and Country Mayor Jon Dalton now a lobbyist for two firms.  Jon Dalton, a 

long time lobbyist in Jefferson City and currently a lobbyist for the law firm of Armstrong 

Teasdale, started his own lobbying firm separate from Armstrong-Teasdale.  That firm is 

“At Government Strategies” which oddly enough lists the address of Armstrong-

Teasdale as its own and Dalton’s direct telephone line at Armstrong Teasdale as their 

phone number.  

 

Town and Country Mayor Jon Dalton creates a new Deer Task Force and appoints 

Barbara Ann Hughes as Co-Chair to get her to withdraw from the mayor’s race.        

  

Chesterfield young adult Liam Peterson, 19 dies. With 14 charges filed against him 

from Camden County to Columbia to Chesterfield, Bridgeton and Ballwin Peterson died 

of a drug overdose.  Chesterfield prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer kept reducing charges 

filed against Peterson to non-criminal violations, while other jurisdictions had convicted 

him and had him on probation for the actual crimes he had been charge with.  
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Chesterfield City Council Votes to spend $2.05-million for land in flood plain and 

then lease it back at a low rate to Dan Buck and Big Sports, LLC as part of a deal to 

build an indoor baseball stadium and outdoor baseball fields. This deal would later fall 

through when Buck was unable to show promised financial backing. He failed to accept 

responsibility for the failure and blamed it on council members who held him to his 

contrat.   

 
 

LOGAN FILES FOR MAYOR:  Councilman Randy Logan filed to oppose Mayor Bob 

Nation.  Logan while on the City Council before losing to Dan Hurt in 2013 voted to 

allow then city attorney Rob Heggie to hide the Doorack $800,000 lease agreement at 

Heggie’s law office so residents could not see it.   Logan got only 40% of the vote to 

Nation’s 60% in the April election.  

 Logan jokes with former councilman Mike Casey after filing to 

run for mayor.  Casey also voted to break the Missouri Sunshine Law and hide the 

Doorack $800,000 lease for a vacant lot.  

 

IN A SIX MONTH PERIOD REVIEW OF TOWN AND COUNTRY COURT CASES 

SHOW 83% OF THOSE CHARGED WITH DWI GET NO-FINE, NO-POINTS AND NO-

RECORD PROBATIONS.   

  

DRUNK LOGAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT WHO KILLS PASSENGER IN WRECK ON 

I-64 GETS PROBATION WITH NO-FINE, NO-POINTS, NO-JAIL AND NO RECORD 
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AFTER FIVE YEARS. Jacob Crocker killed a fellow student and doesn’t show much to 

pay for it.  

  
 

BEST:  225 of Deer kill in January Lethal Deer Cull in Town and Country.   The 225 

deer were killed over 21 days with the deer given to food pantries servicing the regional 

poor.   

 

January:  Worst 12 and Best 1. 

 

FEBRUARY: 

 

Worst: 

 

Son who stole at least $750,000 from his parents was placed on 5-years 

probation.  Patrick Capps Ahlering, 28, son of a well known doctor George Ahlering, 

has a gambling addition.  His Town and Country parents’ losses were area casinos 

gains. His parents let him return home only to have him caught stealing his mother’s 

jewelry and pawning it for casino money.  His probation was revoked and he was 

ordered to serve 120 days of his 7-year sentence in prison and then go back on 

probation. He spent Christmas in prison. 

Patrick Ahlering 
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POST-DISPATCH PUTS DOORACK SCANDAL ON FRONT PAGE Post-Dispatch 

reporter Stephen Deere’s Sunday front page article on the Doorack scandal reached a 

few more people than our one-year coverage on this website.   

 
  

TOWN AND COUNTRY BOARD OF ALDERMEN BREAK STATE LAW BY HAVING 

AN UNANOUNCED MEETING AND TAKING VOTES CONCERNING THE TOWN 

SQUARE.  The meeting was held after the regular February 13 meeting and three votes 

were taken. 

 

  
A very illegal meeting. 
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FOUR TOWN AND COUNTRY AND CHESTERFIELD MALES PLEAD GUILTY TO 

ARMED ROBBERY IN KIRKWOOD:  Alexandra Frost, Graham Redington of Town and 

Country plus Ryan Mogus and Matthew Tamasi of Chesterfield pled guilty to a robbery 

of a Kirkwood resident that they beat so badly he went into seizures.   

 

Frost had his charges reduced to a single misdemeanor with a nine month jail sentence.  

He was given credit for time served waiting to make bond.  Reddington was sentenced 

to 5-years in prison, but placed on probation for all charges, expect Felony assault.  He 

was sentenced to serve one-year on the assault charge. 

 

Mogus was sentenced to 10-years in prison but was placed on probation except for the 

Felonious Restraint Charge and an unrelated check forger charge.  He was sentenced 

to 1-year in prison on those two charges. 

 
      

Worst 3 and Best 1 

 

MARCH 

 

WORST 

 

We reported in our March 6 newsletter how Auto dealer Donald Suntrup, who 

lives on the corner of Park Place and Mason Road violated the city’s green space 

ordinance by over paving a rear patio eliminating the required amount of green 

space and built part of a roof and outdoor cook area on his neighbor’s property 

without getting a variance.  The violations have been going on for 10 years. 

 

Despite the rulings from the Board o Adjustment Suntrup has not been cited or forced to 

remove his improvements from his neighbor’s property. Despite these clear violations 

Town and Country Planning and Services Director Craig Wilde said that Suntrup and 

the neighbor are in negotiations and no citations have been issued.  
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However Wilde refuses to protect the city code by enforcing it.  The fact that Suntrup 

never obtained approval over 10 years is a reason to cite him.  The negotiations with a 

neighbor do not change the fact that Suntrup is in violation of the city’s green space law.  

The fact that Wilde won’t enforce the law, the mayor won’t make him (it could cost 

Dalton votes) and the alderpersons won’t make him show that the rich can’t get away 

with not following the rules in Town and Country.  

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY DRUNK DRIVER, SPEEDING AND LANE WEAVING WITH A 

BAC OF .179% HAS DWI CHARGE DROPPED BY CITY PROSECUTOR.  James 

Massarella of 709 Stiffel Ridge Court also admitted drinking 12 beers. Town and 

Country prosecutor Ed Sluys dropped the DWI charge and the Improper Lane Use 

Charge and Massarella pled guilty to Careless Driving and Speeding and did not have a 

DWI on his record.  So much for protecting the public by identifying dangerous drivers in 

alcohol related cases with high BACs.  

      
       

BERRA FAMILY SUES TOWN AND COUNTRY AFTER GETTING CONDITIONAL 

USE PERMIT THAT REQUIRED THEM TO REMOVE HORSE URINE SOAKED 

STRAW AND MANURE FROM STABLE AND PASTURE.  Neighbors from two 

subdivisions complained for almost a year of foul odors from the Berra property 

connected to their horses.  The Berra property is a large gated subdivision with houses 

only for the Berras and their children plus a riding arena/stable.  

 

The Berras sued and the city backed down and issued the CUP without the horse pee 

and poop removal requirements. The Berras’ lawyer Ed Griesedieck had just gotten his 

law license back after it had been suspended for 18 months when he was convicted of a 

Federal crime.  

  
Renee Berra             Ed Griesedieck 
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR ANDNOW POLICE CHIEF ADVISES ALDERPERSONS TO 

MEET WITH TOWN SQUARE DEVELOPER INDIVIDUALLY OR IN SMALL GROUPS, 

THUS AVOIDING FOLLOWING THE SUNSHINE LAW.  City Administrator Gary 

Hoelzer advised alderperson to arrange meetings by themselves or with no more two 

other alderpersons with the Town Square developer, Bob Brinkman.  By doing this they 

could avoid following the Missouri Open Records and Open Meetings law.  

 

WAL MART SHOPLIFTER TRIES TO TAKE ARRESTING OFFICER’S GUN AND 

THEN TRIES TO CHOKE OUT THE OFFICER.  Hok Chan attempted to disarm a 

Chesterfield police officer arresting him after a foot chase for shoplifting at WalMart.  

When he could not get the officer’s gun he tried choking him out.  The police eventually 

got the best of him and he was charged with two felonies and two misdemeanors.  He 

later pled guilty and received no jail time.  

 
    

 

COUNCIL VOTES TO SPEND $3000 FOR A PARTY AT THE AMPITHEATER FOR 

AREA ELECTED OFFICALS BEFORE A CONCERT.  THE PUBLIC WAS NOT 

INVITED.  At first only Barb McGuiness and Tom DeCampi voted against this clear 

violation of the Sunshine Law. Later in 2017 when it was clear this was questionable, it 

was decided the public could mill around the area with the politicians.  Finally it was 

wisely voted down.  Randy Logan and Mayor Bob nation both originally were in favor of 

this.   

 

DRUNK SISTERS ARRESTED FOR FIGHTING AT HARPO’S  The Devasto sisters of 

Chesterfield, Gracie, 20, and Angela, 24, were arrested for fighting on the parking lot of 

Harpo’s after an evening of drinking inside Harpo’s. The Chesterfield Police seem to 

never conduct “Bar Checks” at Harpo’s looking for intoxicated people being served or 

under aged drinking. 
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 Since the fight Angela DeVasto has been arrested twice for DWI in Town and Country. 

 

CITY REFUSES TO ENFORCE TRASH CAN LAW ON 152 PEOPLE BUT DID 

ENFORCE IT ON ONE:  Lynn Dull who was cited for having trash cans on the side of 

her house (where the side street is her address) turned in 152 documented trash can 

violations.  The city did not prosecute any of the violators. Former Councilwoman 

Connie Fults had insisted that PA Tim Engelmeyer prosecute Dull.  He did, but the case 

was later dropped.  Later in 2017 Dull’s list of violators increased to more than 300. Still 

the city refused to prosecute anyone, but tried to keep Dull from reporting more  

violations.  

 

WE DETERMINED THAT CHESTERFIELD CITY ATTORNEY CHRIS GRAVILLE 

PROSECUTED 346 PEOPLE FOR ILLEGAL PARKING IN NEIGHBORING 

CLARKSON VALLEY, WHEN THE POLICE ONLY ISSUED 9 PARKINGTICKETS. 

The 346 people in 2015 all had serious moving violations and were represented by 

lawyers.  Graville reduced those serious offenses to non-moving violations with no 

points. Apparently he does not really care about the public’s safety.  In 2016 the police 

in Clarkson Valley wrote 14 parking tickets.  Graville convicted 314 people of Illegal 

Parking.  

 

On March 27 we reported in 2016 how Town and Country Prosecutor Ed Sluys 

convicted 483 people Illegal parking while the police actually wrote 15 parking 

tickets. 

  

Meanwhile in Chesterfield the police wrote 258 Parking Tickets but Tim 

Engelmeyer, the man with a title of “Prosecutor” but who never prosecutes 

anyone with a lawyer reduced 1,415 serious moving violations to non-points 

parking violations.  
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 BEST MARCH 

 

Jane Cunningham reluctantly sort of endorsed Nation in mayor’s race.  Former 

Missouri State Senator and current Monarch Fire Board director Jane Cunningham who 

had refused to endorse Mayor Bob Nation in the race against Randy Logan over his 

support for the city’s involvement in a private baseball complex and extending a TDD for 

a Hockey Complex that would not serve much of the Chesterfield population.  However 

Logan’s campaign got so outrageous the longtime Republican reluctantly came out 

against Logan in the mayor’s race. 

 

MARCH Worst  11  Best 1 

 

APRIL:  

 

Town and Country:  There were only two contested races in Town and Country.  

Incumbent Lynn Wright beat the better candidate Michael Cozad getting 55% of the 

vote in Ward 1.  Cozd is trying again this year against Skip Mange.  

 

In Ward-3 Fred Meyland-Smith crushed Linda Robson with 72% of the vote. 

 

It was interesting that Mayor Jon Dalton got rid of his only opponent who withdrew 

after Dalton created a new Deer Task Force and made her, Barbara Ann Hughes, deer 

lover extreme, a co-chair.  Still 5% of the people going to the polls who didn’t like 

Dalton, didn’t just not vote for him, they wrote in someone else against him. 

 

IN CHESTERFIELD: 

 

Despite Randy Logan and his daughters creating view obstructions at busy 

intersections in Chesterfield Valley the weekend before the election Mayor Bob Nation 

garnered 60% of the vote. 

   
In Ward 2, Ben Keathly got 44% of the vote, but won easily in a four person race. 

Keathley has turned out to be the youngest and perhaps smartest member of the City 
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Council.  The other contested race was in Ward 4 where Michelle Ohley won with 45% 

of the vote in the three person race, 

 

DRUNK AND SMOKING WEED DRIVER WHO ALMOST CRASHED INTO WALL ON 

I-270 GETS NO POINTS FOR DWI. He had a BAC level of .15% and had been 

smoking grass. Even his passenger thought he was too screwed up to drive. He left 

Town and Country Court with a SIS-Probation Term and No-Points and No-Fine for 

DWI.  

  
 

CHESTERFIELD CITY ATTORNEY REDUCES OVER A THOUSAND SERIOUS 

MOVING VIOLATIONS TO ILLEGAL PARKING IN BALLWIN.  Chris Graville, the City 

Attorney in Chesterfield and prosecutor in Ballwin and Clarkson Valley, reduced 1,202 

moving violations to Illegal Parking citations for dangerous drivers who hire lawyers.  

Counting both Ballwin and Clarkson Valley, Graville convicted 1,516 people of 

something they did not do.  He also kept dangerous drivers from having to pay higher 

insurance rates.  

 

WORST 4  BEST 1 

 

MAY: 

 

WORST:  

 

Store security guard charged with forcing shoplifters to go home with him and 

then raping them.  Shaun Ivy, 36, a store detective at H&M in Chesterfield Mall was 

charged on two occasions of taking shoplifting suspects to his residence in St. Charles, 

raping them and then driving them back to their cars parked at Chesterfield Mall, telling 

them they should be thankful he did not file charges against them.  
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  Shaun Ivy 

 

Trailer Park Violations;  In our May 1 newsletter we reported how the Chesterfield 

Council Chambers were filled with people upset over a proposed apartment complex 

replacing a 53-year-old trailer park on Old Chesterfield Airport Road before Baxter.  We 

also reported all the serious code, safety, health and fire violations we found just taking 

a drive through the trailer park.  We filed a complaint over the code violations with the 

City and the same day Mayor Nation asked us to withdraw the complaint.  We didn’t. 

 

    
 

A couple months later a drive through the trailer park showed many of the violations 

have been corrected.  

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE WIN CONTRACT TO POLICE CLARKSONVALLEY:  The 

Chesterfield Police won a 5-year contract to provide police services to neighboring 

Clarkson Valley.  Chesterfield will provide five officers for patrol duties and two School 

Resource Officers for two Rockwood School District schools in Clarkson Valley. 

 

At the same time Chesterfield Police Captain Steve Lewis was hired as Chief of Police 

for the Ellisville Police Department.  
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I’M ACCUSED OF LYING IN DOCUMENTATION OF TIM ENGELMEYER REFUSING 

TO PROSECUTE PEOPLE WHO HAVE HIRED LAWYERS.  Mayor Bob Nation, 

Councilman Barry Flachsbart and Randy Logan all accused me of spreading 

misinformation about the city prosecutor.  

 

I then produce records that show Engelmeyer reduced 1,415 moving violations to 

parking violations in 2017.  They included: 

 

10 Leaving the scene of an Accident charges reduced to Illegal Parking. 

170 Fail To Use Highest Care (auto accidents) reduced to Illegal Parking 

733 Speeding citations reduced to Illegal Parking 

51 Disobeying Red Light Violations reduced to Illegal Parking  

44 Driving While Suspended or While Revoked reduced to Illegal Parking  

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY POLICE CHIEF PAT KRANZ ANNOUNCED HE WOULD BE 

RETIRING WITH HIS LAST DAY ON THE JOB ON AUGUST 1.  

 

CHESTERFIELD PROSECUTOR ATTACKS ME FOR 45 MINUTES AT PUBLIC 

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEETING:  Tim Engelmeyer used a 45-minute power point 

presentation to show why he reduced serious violations to non-moving violations while 

calling me a blogger.  At the end of the presentation Chairman Barry Flachsbart did not 

offer me the time to present a 45-minute rebuttal to Engelmeyer.  I did a written rebuttal 

pointing out how Engelmeyer lied repeatedly lied in his presentation.  He was later 

confirmed to another term on a 5-3 vote. (Here is a link to our rebuttal: )  

http://johnhoffmann.net/combined_171.pdf 

 

 
 

DAN BUCK AND THE BIG SPORTS GROUP REFUSE TO MEET WITH MONARCH 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT:  Dan Buck, who in May still had an agreement with 

Chesterfield for the City to buy land and lease it back to them through 2050 for a 

baseball sports complex. Buck refused to meet with Monarch in a meeting that would be 

open to the public.  He had insisted in meeting with Fire District Board members 

individually to avoid the Missouri Open Meetings Law.  Rick Gans, Robin Harris and 

http://johnhoffmann.net/combined_171.pdf


26 

 

especially Jane Cunningham refused to meet in secret.  Buck then attacked 

Cunningham in the local media for following the intent of state law, claiming she was an 

obstructionist to the baseball complex.   

 

WORST:  6  Best 1  

 

In our next issue we will try and look at the highlights of June, July and August of 

2017.     

 

ST. LOUIS STUPID: Here are a few regional things that I found to be STUPID in 

2017. 

 

#1  Laclede Gas…err I mean Spire. Here is a company that smartly named itself after 

one of the founders of St. Louis, Pierre Laclede.  Next they have been developing, 

selling and marketing the name Laclede Gas since 1866.  Suddenly they throw all that 

name recognition out the window and renamed themselves Spire, claiming they are into 

to more business now than natural gas and have bought gas companies in other states.  

That’s fine, but they needed to keep Laclede Gas.  They could call it “a division of Spire” 

if they wanted to.  

 
I still send them check made out to Laclede Gas.  

 

#2  St. Louis Post-Dispatch.  The P-D forced TV critic Gail Pennington to retire.  They 

were going to require her to do copy editing.  Being a TV critic and feature writer is 

tough work, because there are no longer four or five stations in the market.  There are 

well over 100 regular cable and subscription cable channels. You have to watch 

countless shows. I thought Gail did a good job.  While there were some shows she 

reviewed and liked that I had no interest in watching, there were many reviews I 

completely agreed with. 

 

They also let the reporter assigned to St. Louis County, Stephen Deere get away to the 

Atlanta News-Constitution. Deere had a number of front page stories, including some 

from Chesterfield and Town and Country.  He had a big story on the Doorack $800,000 

lease scandal for an empty lot that was never used in Chesterfield.  The Post let him go 

without countering any offers.  
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Also the new Editorial Page editor in charge, Tod Robinson has been a disaster.  He 

keeps running Washington Post opinion columns.  If you subscribe to the P-D you get a 

free subscription to the Washington Post. One or two of these columns a week would be 

nice, but every day is a bit much.  St. Louisians like to read stuff about St. Louis by St. 

Louisians. Robinson was brought in from out of town.  

 

#3  STEVE STENGER:  I was one of a number of people who suggested independents 

and Republicans in the August 2014 Primary election vote a Democratic ballot in an 

attempt to get rid of County Executive Charlie Dooley, who had County Councilman 

Steve Stenger running against him. I confess I was one who did that. 

 

Three years later Stenger continues to surprise and shock you by directing tax money to 

contributors, hiding records, hiding contributors and lying about the background of a 

newly elected Republican Councilman from a formerly Democratic district.  Frankly with 

Charlie Dooley you knew what was coming and nothing was a surprise.  Stenger has 

turned out to be much worse. 

   
Dooley                       Stenger 

     

#4   Jon Dalton:  The Mayor of Town and Country had all but wrote the check for the 

Werth property on Clayton Road and quickly got Board approval to buy the land and 

build a Town Square.  He then recused himself as the costs mounted.  The total amount 

of money for the project has reach $8,100,000 and the 2018 Town and County budget 

has a $6,242753 deficit to start the year.  But by claiming his law firm Armstrong-

Teasdale once represented the builder Bob Brinkman he has recused himself can now 

claim he had nothing to do with the Town Square spending and the fact that half of the 

city’s budget reserve has vanished. 

  

#5  KSDK  The out of town owners of Channel 5 want to sell the land at the station’s 

tower site for a new home development.  For over 50 years the Tower-Tee Driving 

Range, Par-3 golf course, miniature golf course plus baseball and softball batting cages 

have been providing low-cost recreation to St. Louis area youth and families.  Tower-

Tee tried to buy the property, but KSDK’s owner held out until they got a higher bid from 
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McBride and Son and Berra Construction companies. So much for KSDK being “On 

Your Side” or the side of any St. Louisian.  

 

#6  CITY OF ST. LOUIS GUN BUY BACK:  As a cop for 30 years I was always for 

citizen rights to carry.  However, I have always been against semi-automatic weapons 

with extended ammo clips.   

 

For over a decade I was a Washington journalist covering the Justice Department and 

Congress for police management magazines.  In the 1990’s Federal studies and studies 

from universities were showing that gun buy backs were getting far more guns out of 

attics and basements than off the streets.  Regular citizens were turning old guns into 

cash, thanks to the buy backs, but criminal were not unloading their guns, unless they 

happened to steal some old ones from people’s basements and attics in burglaries.  

 

Study after study in the 1990s showed these buy backs don’t get guns out of the hands 

of criminals. New studies over the last decade show exactly the same thing.  St. Louis 

would be much better off taking the money to buy back these guns and create more 

cells and hire more corrections officers.  

 

#7  THE TROLLEY TO NOWHERE:  $55,600,000 for a Trolley that will take you four 

blocks in University City, three more blocks in St. Louis along Delmar Blvd.  Then it 

goes five blocks down De Baliviere to the History Museum on the edge of Forest Park. 

There is nothing on De Balliviere worth stopping at.  It will not take you into Forest Park 

with stops at popular destinations like the Boathouse Restaurant, The Zoo or the Art 

Museum.  There used to be the Hodimont Street car line that would take you from 

downtown Clayton to Grand Blvd where St. Louis University is located, the Fox Theater, 

Powell Hall, The Sheldon, Jazz at the Bistro with its own right of way property to keep 

you off the streets.  That would be nice.  But the Delmar Trolley might be successful for 

a year or two for the curious, but then what?     

 

 

2017 DEATHS THAT WE NOTICED BUT MAYBE OTHERS DIDN’T 

 

Lola Albright:  She played the nightclub singer Eddie Hart and the love interest of 

Craig Stevens on the Peter Gun Show for five years in the late 1950s and early 1960s. 

She has an album with arrangements by Henry Mancini.  
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Audrey “Pigtails Kiss” Kissel:  Kissel was from Lemay and after graduating from 

Hancock HS during WWII she played second base for one season for the Minneapolis 

Millerettes of the All-American Girl Profession Baseball League. 

 
 

JUNE FORAY:  ROCKY THE FLYING SQUIRREL  June was the last living actor from 

the Rocky and Friends (Rocky and Bullwinkle) cartoon show and the prime time 

Bullwinkle Show on NBC.  She was the voice of Rocket J. Squirrel, Natasha and Nell 

Fenwick. She actually did voice work for hundreds of Warner Brothers, Disney and Jay 

Ward/ Bill Scott cartoons.  She died in July of 2017 at the age of 99.  She last worked at 

age 95. 
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Jay Thomas  Maybe you noticed his August Obit where he died at 69 of cancer. 

Thomas was probably best known not for his TV roles or his 15 years of appearances 

on the David Letterman Show at Christmas, but as a morning drive time radio 

personality in the nation’s #2 market of Los Angeles.  

 

However my favorite Thomas appearances began on the David Letterman Show 

beginning in 1998 when Letterman and NY Jets QB Vinnie Testaverdie were heaving 

footballs at the top of a Christmas Tree trying to knock off a meatball.  Thomas was 

scheduled as a guest after Testaverdie.  Thomas was a D-III College QB, walked on the 

stage and in one toss knocked the meatball off.  

 

He then came on and told one of the funniest stories dating back to the 1970s when he 

was a disc jockey in South Carolina and was at a auto dealer event that also featured 

Clayton Moore, TV’s the Lone Ranger.  Letterman had him back for 16 years to retell 

the story.  

 

Here is a link to an appearance where he told the story: 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFabfnfhIaY 

  

 
 

ROGER SMITH:   Smith was a regular star on a popular Friday night crime drama 77 

Sunset Strip on ABC in the early 1960s. He died in June of 2017 at the age of 84.  

Illness forced him to end his acting career at an early age. 

 

He played Private Detective Jeff Spencer. The series ran from 1958 to 1963. It also 

starred Efrem Zimblalist, Jr. and Edd “Kookie” Byrnes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFabfnfhIaY
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 A year after the end of 77 Sunset Strip he starred in a TV series based on the movie, 

Mr. Roberts.  In 1968 he married actress Ann Margaret and quit acting to be her 

manager.  He was also suffering from myasthenia gravis, a nerve disorder for decades, 

 Left to right, Smith, Byrnes and Eimblalist, Jr.  

 

CHRISTMAS TIME ST. LOUIS CONNECTIONS:  Mary Wickes and The 

Wickenhausers. 

 

Every Christmas the classic movies show up on TCM and in some cases many other 

networks.  I always get taken back to St. Louis thanks to the important supporting stars 

in classic Christmas movies.   

 

Mary Wickes gets double duty.  Wickes, whose real name is Mary Wickenhauser, grew 

up in North St. Louis, skipped two grades and graduated high school at 16. She 

graduated from Washington University with a double major in English and Political 

Science.  

 

She first appeared in a classic Christmas movie playing the nurse in 1942 in The Man 

Who Came to Dinner.  12 years later she played the nosy receptionist at the Columbia 

Inn  in White Christmas, starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney and 

Vera-Ellen in a movie that airs a dozen times every December.   

 

I went to school with Wickenhausers in Webster Groves.  Don Wickenhauser was a 

police detective in Ladue when I was a detective sergeant in Rock Hill. Don went on to 

be Chief of Police in Ladue and currently is Police Chief in Rock Hill. Lt. Robert 

Wickenhauser just retired from the Chesterfield Police in 2017. 

 

Despite being raised a Protestant she appeared in four memorable movies as Catholic 

nuns.  The movies were The Trouble with Angels, Where Trouble Goes Angels Follow, 

Sister Act and Sister Act 2 Back in the Habit. Plus she had a regular role on the Father 

Dowling Mysteries appearing in all 42 episodes.   
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Unlike many in Hollywood, Mary Wickes was a conservative Republican.  

 

   
The Man Who Came to Dinner             White Christmas                                 Sister Act 

 

 
 

Her tombstone carries her real name.  She is not buried in LA but in Shiloh, Illinois with 

her parents.   

 

Frank Faylen is seen a lot every Christmas as he plays Taxi Driver Ernie in It’s a 

Wonderful Life.  Thanks to Jim Henson he is also seen daily as a star muffet on 

Sesame Street with co-star Bert.  Faylen’s parents were vaudeville performers, but he 

went to Catholic High School in Kirkwood. Although he appeared in hundreds of TV 

shows and movies he is best known as Ernie the cab driver and Herbert T. Gillis, the 

father of Dobie Gillis. 

Burt and Ernie  
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THE DEATH OF SALLY ROGERS (Rose Marie) leaves just three living cast members 

of the Dick van Dyke Show.  

 

Mary Tyler Moore,81, (Laura Petrie) died on January 25, 2017.  Richard Deacon (Mel 

Cooley) died in 1984 at the age of 63. Morey Amsterdam (Buddy Sorrell) died in 1996 at 

age 87.  

 

Next door neighbors Ann Morgan Guilbert (Millie Helper) died on June 14, 2016 at age 

87.  Jerry Paris (Jerry Helper and well know TV director) died at age 60 in 1986, 

 

Still with us are Larry Matthews who played Rob and Laura’s son Richie.  He is 63.Carl 

Reiner, who wrote, produced and directed some early episodes of the Dick Van Dyke 

Show plus played TV Variety Host Alan Brady is 95.  Dick Van Dyke, born in West 

Plains, Missouri, but grew up in Danville, Illinois is 92.   He is still working and has two 

projects (appears to be one movie and one TV show) in post production due out in 

2018.      

 

Rose Marie started in show business at age 4.  She died on December 28 at the age of 

94. She appeared on stage, in night clubs far more than in movies, but she was a 

regular on TV from 1955 to 2011. 

 

   
 

THE LAST EDITORIAL CARTOON FOR A LARGE NEWSPAPER IN MISSOURI  Lee 

Judge was forced into retirement at the KC Star after 37 years of drawing funny 

cartoons.  Many times I did not agree with the political slant, but they were usually funny 

and he has an interesting drawing style even if his message was liberal in a 

conservative town.   
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Here is a link to a good-bye article Judge was allowed to write to the readers:  

http://www.kansascity.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/judging-the-

royals/article189971179.html 

 

The Last Cartoon 

 

  
 

 

The Post-Dispatched laid off their award winning cartoonist R.J. Matson in a cost cutting 

move in 2012.  While the Post-Dispatch had a number of great cartoonist, maybe none 

was better known than Bill Mauldin, who was famous from coast to coast for his dog 

faced soldiers Willie and Joe. Mauldin won a Pultizer Prize for a cartoon he wrote for 

Stars in Stripes. After the war he worked at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch from 1957 to 

1961.  A cartoon he drew in 1958 won the 1959 Pulitzer Prize. It dealt with Boris 

Pasternak interned in a Soviet Prison by Stalin after winning the Nobel Prize in literature 

for Dr. Zhivago.     

   

http://www.kansascity.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/judging-the-royals/article189971179.html
http://www.kansascity.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/judging-the-royals/article189971179.html
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   Star & Stripes 

 
“I won the Nobel Prize for literature. What was your crime?” was the caption.  1958 St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch.   
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I worked at the Kansas City Star part time from my police job in the 1980s when Lee 

Judge was just starting.  I was on the sports desk, but often on high school and college 

game nights there were so many of us I’d try and go to newsroom and use a desk of 

someone who covered TV or was a movie critic, because they had so much interesting 

stuff lying around to look at when I wasn’t writing up a game story. .  

 

It is a shame that there is no longer a daily editorial cartoonist at Missouri’s two largest 

newspapers.  

 

MUSIC:   

 

ANITA AND JERRY TREAD WHERE MANY AVOID:  Anita Rosamond was at the 

Parkside Grill on Wednesday 12/20.  Jerry Moser, who often joins Anita when she has a 

“single” event got up and sang a duet with her that you have to wonder is still politically 

correct” to sing in 2017.  “Baby Its Cold Outside” is considered by many to be a “Prelude 

to Rape.” 

 

   
 

Here are the lyrics: 
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Anita did her usual great singing, but had one song that had me scratching my head, 

despite getting some people up to dance to it.  It was “At The Car Wash” from the 1976 

Richard Pryor and George Carlin movie about a Washington, DC car wash. Talk about 

a Christmas Classic.   
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THE VERY MANLEY CHRISTMAS SHOWS AT JAZZ ST. LOUIS (Jazz at the Bistro) 

       
Friday night Dec. 22 at Jazz St. Louis (Jazz at the Bistro) Jim Manley was a “Red Coat.” 

 
Saturday 12/23 night he turned into a Scot, wearing a plaid jacket. 
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Christmas music in a jazz format and some non-Christmas music too, like the fast 

paced theme to the cartoon show Rocky and Bullwinkle” that I call the “June Foray as 

Rocky and Bill Scott as Bullwinkle” theme.  (Foray was the voice of Rocket J. Squirrel 

and Scott, co-producer of the series with Jay Ward was the voice of Bullwinkle J. 

Moose.) 

 

The favorite Christmas tune of many was the Maynard Ferguson Christmas Medley, first 

titled “Christmas for Moderns” and later titled the “MF Christmas Medley.”  

 

The 7:30 shows on Friday and Saturday were sold out while the second shows only had 

the first floor area about 60% full. We understand Jim set attendance records this year 

in his fourth Very Manley Christmas shows. 

 

The only newsletter reader I recognized in the crowd on Saturday was singer Joe 

Mancuso of Chesterfield who stayed for both the first and second shows on Saturday.  

 

CARTOONS: 
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