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EX ALDERMAN NEWSLETTER 298 AND CHESTERFIELD 243 

         
 

October 9, 2017 

 

MAYOR DALTON CAN’T DECIDE WHAT TO DO MEANWHILE CITY IS NOT 

PROPERLY SERVED.  What a surprise!  Mayor/Cigarette Lobbyist/Taker of Widow’s 

Property Then Refused to Pay Her Until Sued in Federal Court Jon Dalton is having 

ethical problems selecting the leadership of the city. 

 

Police Chief Pat Kranz announced his planned retirement in June.  The retirement date 

was September 1, but Kranz took the whole month of August off on vacation leave.  

 

Instead of filling the police chief’s job immediately Dalton has done nothing.  City 

Administrator Gary Hoelzer has let it be known that he wants to go back to police work. 

Dalton has made Hoelzer the interim police chief and City Administrator.  That would be 

a fine move if this was an emergency, but Dalton had 2 ½-months to make a move 

before Chief Kranz’s last day and he did nothing.  

 

       
The work attire Gary            Doing The Dalton-Two Step 

Hoelzer would prefer. 

 

 



2 

 

Not only does the city codebook require that the City Administrator to have oversight of 

the police department (something hard to do with you are both the administrator and 

police chief) but keep in mind the problem with vacations and time off. 

 

Gary Hoelzer has been an employee with the city for over 30 years.  He gets five weeks 

of vacation days, plus 12 days of holiday off time not to mention comp time.  That is 3 

days shy of two months off-time for Gary Hoelzer. Do you really want the police chief 

and city administrator, the two top positions in the city gone at the same time? It will 

happened when you  have the same person doing both jobs.  Apparently Jon Dalton 

thinks it is okay.  The Board of Aldermen needs to speak up and tell Dalton to get off his 

butt and hire someone.  From the policy manual on vacation days:  

 

 
 

When it comes to the Town Square, next month will mark three years since the land 

purchase was done and no ground has been broken. Here is the case where Dalton 

talks the Board of Aldermen to spend millions of dollars and nothing has started to be 

built.  The only thing being done is George Stock the consulting engineer making $245 

an hour for drawing new plans on a regular basis as everyone changes their mind on 

how the Town Square should look.         

 

THEN THERE IS THIS: This is Town and Country Police Department letterhead that 

has been sent out recently that shows Gary Hoelzer, not as Acting Police Chief or 

Interim Police Chief, but as Police Chief.   The Board of Aldermen has to vote to 

approve his appointment.  That has not happened. 
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THREE FROM COLUMBIA AND MEXICO ARRESTED FOR BREAKING INTO 

HOUSES WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY AFTERNOONS.  The Town and Country 

Police took an Attempt Burglary Report on Wednesday October 4, 2017 at a house on 

Montagne Drive, located in the Takara subdivision across the street from the Principia 

School on Clayton Road.  Here is the press release from the Town and Country Police 

concerning the suspect and suspect vehicle. 

On Wednesday, 10/4 at 5:57 pm Town and Country Police responded to the 1200 block 
Montaigne Drive for a residential burglar alarm sounding.  When Officers arrived they 
discovered the rear patio sliding glass door had been pried open which in turn had set 
off the alarm.  Officers searched the residence and it appeared the alarm scared off the 
suspect(s). The home owner arrived home and told Officers that nothing was missing or 
disturbed in the residence.  

When Officers canvassed the area for witnesses.  A neighbor reported that a female in 
her 30’s, wearing a head covering, possibly a white scarf, came to his door about 5:40 
pm and asked where a specific street was located.  He said the female got into a black 
SUV and drove away.  Another neighbor reported seeing a female knocking on the 
victim’s front door. The female was wearing what was described as a "burka style" head 
covering and an orange/yellow colored outfit with white gloves. The neighbor stated the 
female got into a black SUV on the passenger side and the vehicle left the area.  

STUPID, STUPID, STUPID. On the strength of the email release of the descriptions of 

the one suspect and vehicle; Town and Country Police were called on Thursday from 

residents of the same subdivision when they spotted the same SUV back in the same 

subdivision.   

 

After attempting a burglary on Wednesday afternoon the idiots came back not only to 

the same city, but to the same subdivision in the afternoon.  At 2:55 pm they were 

spotted by a resident who called police. It was a trio in the same black SUV, Police 

spotted them leaving the subdivision.  They were followed on Clayton Road and then 

stopped at Woods Mill Road.  

 

During the stop a resident on Takara Court (next to Montaigne) came home and 

discovered their house had been burglarized. The police looked pretty good as the 

suspects were already in custody.  

 

The suspects were from Bogota, Columbia and Mexico. 

 

They are: 
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Guerrero-Bernal, Fredy W/M 35 yoa (1982) resides in Bogota, CB was arrested on the 

charges of Burglary 2nd Degree. 

-Gonzale-Zangel, John W/M 28 yoa (1989) resides in Bogota, CB was arrested on the 

charges of Burglary 2nd Degree. 

-Coria-Olvera, Monica W/F 44 yoa (1973) resides in Mexico was arrested on the 

charges of Burglary 2nd
 degree. 

 

   
Coria-Olvera                          Gonzale-Zangel                   Guerrero-Bernal 

 

These three were working the same way Gypsies do when driving across the country 

and committing crimes.  The woman would be sent in to do the crime. 

 

On Friday the St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney’s office filed burglary charges only 

on Monica Coria-Olvera and not the men.  Town and Country Police are not sure of the 

actual identities of the suspects and are checking further.  Other nearby police 

departments with similar burglaries and descriptions have placed holds on the suspects.          

  

DRUNK DRIVER PASSES MARKED POLICE CAR WHILE SPEEDING. The driver 
said she was on her way home from the boss's Christmas Party, where she had 
nothing to drink, but refused to take a breath test. Apparently BLACK is a new 
color for Christmas.    On Friday night into Saturday morning December 17, 2016 at 
about 2:19 AM Sgt. Chris Moore was driving a marked police car east on I-64 just past 
Mason Road, when he was passed by a speeding black Lincoln Navigator.  
 
He clocked the Lincoln at 71 MPH in a 60 MPH zone. Besides speeding the driver was 
cutting off cars to her right changing lanes. Sgt. Moore stopped the car and upon 
contacting the driver, Kristine Becker, 38, of South St. Louis County he immediately 
smelled booze on her breath, noticed her eyes were bloodshot and her speech while 
polite was confused.  
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Becker said she was on her way home from a Christmas party at her boss's house.  
She denied having anything drink. This would later change that to one glass of wine.  
 
Becker immediately failed the alphabet test.  She was asked to start with the letter  D 
and end with P.  She stated, "P, T, E, F, G."  She was then asked to recite A-to-Z.  She 
replied with "L, O, P, T." 
 
After her arrest and at the police station she refused to take a breath test, even though 
she claimed at first not to have anything to drink and then claimed she had just one 
wine.  
 
She was cited for DWI, Speeding and Fail to Signal While Changing Lanes. 
 

   
Christmas party?  Becker looks more like Morticia Addams at Halloween!  All black at a 
Christmas party?   
 
(Sgt. Moore while he was a corporal often was called to take over his sergeant's DWI 
arrest.  You might think Moore would avoid doing that to his officers.  But that was not 
the case.  Officer Pflueger was called and took over the arrest and booking.) 
 
OUTCOME:  On February 16, 2017 Becker pled guilty to DWI before Town and Country 
Judge Dean Waldemer.  She was placed on a No-fine, No-Points, No-Record two-year 
SIS probation.  She pled guilty to Speeding and was fined $225 and received 2-points. 
The Fail to Signal was reduced to Illegal Parking and she was fined $225.  
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98 MPH EVEN ON I-270 WILL ATTRACT THE ATTENTION OF THE POLICE. 
DRUNK CHESTERFIELD KID IS SO SMART (STUPID) IT IS AMAZING:  Timothy Lis, 
20, shows a Clayton address on 6229 San Bonita, but he grew up in Chesterfield at 
14966 Claymont Estates and went to CBC High School.  
 
On Monday night into Tuesday morning December 27, 2016 at 2:46 AM Lis was driving 
his 2007 BMW south on I-270.  At the time he was doing 98 MPH and oddly enough he 
attracted the attention of Town and County Police Cpl. Fowle, who Lis apparently 
passed.  Cpl. Fowle managed to clock Lis at 98 MPH and stopped him south of Clayton 
Road.  
 
Immediately upon contact Cpl. Fowle could tell Lis had been drinking. His breath had 
the strong smell of booze, his eyes were bloodshot, glassy, watery and he was staring.  
His speech was confused and his balance was unsure.  Despite all these obvious signs 
that he had been drinking, Lis denied drinking. 
 
He failed several field sobriety tests.  If he had not been drinking he could have been 
released on a speeding citation it he had taken a Field Breath Test. After all if you had 
not been drinking the test would come up .OO%. However, Lis refused to take the field 
test and again refused to take the BA test at the police station after his arrest, as he 
continued to deny having consumed any alcoholic beverage. 
 

      
 
Here is part of Lis' driving record that we could find. 
 
07/22/13   Speeding 20 MPH of more over limit                   St. Louis CO PD 
09/03/15   Speeding 26 MPH or more over Limit                  Highway Patrol (Manitou Co) 
02/12/16    Unknown Offense reduced to Littering $522 fine Brentwood PD 
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02/27/16    Moving Vio reduced to Parking Vio $273 fine      Creve Coeur PD  
12/27/16    DWI                                                                      Town and Country PD 
                  Speeding    
02/11/17   Speeding 20-25 MPH Over Limit                           St. Ann PD 
 
Here is a selfie Tim took as he was driving of the speedometer on his BMW with a 
notation "Night Drives to Relieve Stress" that he posted on his facebook page. The 
speedometer was at 140 MPH.  This is the "stupid" part. 

  
The BMW Speedometer at 140 MPH  (This is the stupid part)     The BMW 
 

OUTCOME:  Lis pled guilty to DWI and Speeding in Town and Country Municipal Court 
on 02/16/17 five days after he received a 20-plus MPH speeding ticket in St. Ann. 
Apparently the Town and Country prosecutor Ed Sluys can't conduct the name checks I 
do from my house and see Lis' record.  The moving violation in Creve Coeur was on 
Lindbergh Blvd and likely was speeding. The Parking Violation reduction is clearly the 
work of Tim Engelmeyer, the Creve Coeur Judge and Chesterfield prosecutor. 
 
Town and Country Judge Waldemer placed Lis on a No-Fine, No-Points, No-Record 
probation term for the DWI.  On the speeding charge he was fined $500. 
 
Lis contested his refusal to take a breath test and the suspension of his driver's license. 
Despite the fact that he pled guilty to DWI a DOR hearing officer found in favor of Lis on 
03/09/17 and his driving privileges were reinstated.  
 

 

99 MPH DURING CHRISTMAS WEEK APPARENTLY DESERVED A NO-FINE, NO-
POINTS PROBATION.  On Monday night into Tuesday morning 12/27/16 Cpl. Fowle of 
the Town and Country Police clocked a 2009 Ford Fusion driven by Timothy Mason, 27,  
of Sullivan at 99 MPH in a 60 MPH zone on I-270.   
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Now someone doing 15 MPH over the limit without much of a driving record probably 
deserves a break.  But some doing 39 MPH over the limit, do you really think they 
deserve a break from a prosecutor and judge?  Maybe you do.  I don’t.    

          
 
                                                                                                      Tim Mason 

 
OUTCOME:  Mason's downtown St. Louis lawyer, Russell Warren had the case moved 
from Town and Country Municipal Court to the Associate Circuit Court in Clayton.  On 
February 23, 2017 Mason pled guilty before Judge Mary Ott.  For doing 39 mph over 
the speed limit, Mason was given a No-Fine, No-Points, No-Record one-year probation 
term.  
 

WESTMINISTER CHRISTAIN ACADMEY STUDENT BOOKED FOR POSSESSION 

OF A FIREARM ON CAMPUS:  On Wednesday October 4 this story was originally on 

KTVI News.  The report was that the student had been hunting over the weekend and 

forgot the gun (shotgun) was still in his trunk. It was discovered on Tuesday morning 

October 2 by school officials who called police.  

 

Here is the press release by the Town and Country Police: 
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 Luke Allen 

 

The one question we had is if Allen had forgotten that the shotgun was in his trunk from 

weekend hurting, how did school officials find it?  We made a few inquiries and learned 

that Westminster school officials were investigating Allen for another unrelated rules 

violation and searched his car on the school grounds and found the shotgun.   
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SECURITY AGENT BACKUP ALARM:  We at the newsletter headquarters now have a 

fully operational suspicious person spotter, deer spotter and back-up burglar alarm.  

 

 
 

 

 

UNAPPROVED CHESTERFIELD NEWSLETTER 243 

 

       
 

October 9, 2017 

 

STATE REP DEREK GRIER CLAIMS TRIPS THROUGH THE FAST FOOD CHICKEN 

RESTAURANT DRIVE THRU AND OTHER INDIVIDUAL MEALS WERE PLANNING 

SESSIONS FOR FUTURE FUNDRAISERS:  When we examined the second quarter 

campaign funds report of State Rep Derek Grier we found a number of expenditures 

that clearly were individual meals for Grier.  They were made while the legislature was 

in session which means he was already being given a daily per diem of $114. That is 

suppose to cover a hotel bill at the “government rate” and meals.  
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Here are some of the spots the Grier claimed to the Ethics Commission he was having 

campaign fundraising meetings at.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

These and other “dining” expenses are clearly for him and are not campaign expenses.   

Well, you and I can see that, but the Missouri Ethics Commission cannot! 

 

Here is what how Grier responded to our complaint from the Ethics Commission report..  

 

“Respondent indicated the committee paid for these particular meals because the meals 

were held in planning meetings for a future campaign fundraiser. “i   
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How does a $3.75 at the Yanis Coffee Zone equal a meeting?  I’m hoping the Christian 

Science Church member Grier had a cup of caffeine free coffee. Lattes and Chai tea 

are the only other things that retail at $3.75 on the Yanis menu.  There was no meeting. 

Grier got campaign contributors to buy him a drink that we taxpayers were already 

paying for in his $114 per diem. 

 

Of course I don’t think many of his contributors minded being taken advantage of.  They 

include tobacco companies and car dealers among the many Political Action 

Committees.  

 

MORE SEX ABUSE OF MINORS CHARGES FILED AGAINST CHETERFIELD MAN.  

We reported in our January 9, 2017 newsletter how Chesterfield resident, David M. 

Breese, 53, of 16521 Lacrosse Lane in Chesterfield had been charged with four counts 

of sex with minors.   He has also lived at 16340 Westboro Cir in Chesterfield.  A number 

of the offense are alleged to have occurred at 1216 Fox View Terrace in Ballwin.  

 

On September 28 three more charges were added against Breese. One misdemeanor 

charge was also upped to a felony.  Breese now faces seven felonies.  

 

The new charges list new victims who at the time of the offenses ranged in ages from 

11-years-old to 16-years-old.  

 

 
 

Here are the charges from the court files. 
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We counted four different victims.  The offenses occurred between 09/01/13 and 

08/28/16. The victims all appear to be girls.  

 

Breese goes by “Matt” and has been an insurance agent and sales manager.  

 

CHESTERFIELD AND POLICE OFFICERS AND UNION REACH AGREEMENT FOR 

NEXT TWO AND A HALF YEARS: 

 

The Chesterfield Police Officers and Sergeants were represented by the local Fraternal 

Order of Police Lodge which negotiated the first contract ever between the city and 

officers and sergeants.  The contract was approved at the Monday October 2, City 

Council meeting on a 8-0 vote. .  
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POST-DISPATCH GETS IT WRONG:  Here is the headline and lead from the P-

D story about this.  It is completely wrong.  The Post-Dispatch claimed Chesterfield 

agreed to bargain with the FOP.  That was decided months ago.  The City Council 

agreement was to a contract for 2 ½ years that deals mostly with wages negotiated by 

the FOP.  Retirement benefits are likely to be bargained in future negotiations.   

 

   
 

 
DRUNK DRIVER FROM EUREKA TOTALS HER RAV-4 IN ONE CAR ACCIDENT:  

Chesterfield Police officers and Monarch Fire District paramedics responded to a one 

vehicle auto accident on Friday night February 5, 2016 at the intersection of Olive Blvd, 

and Ladue Road.  

 

On arrive of the police and paramedic/firefighters found a 2013 Toyota Rav4 overturned 

with the driver still behind the wheel.  Firefighters had to extricate the driver, June 

Goodson, 59, of Eureka.  Goodson is a personal trainer in the West County area.  
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Both police officers and paramedics reported smelling booze on Goodson’s breath.  She 

showed other signs of intoxicated also. 

 

 The accident investigation revealed that Goodson was driving west on Olive Blvd when 

he crossed over into the eastbound lanes and struck the intersection median and 

overturned, totaling the vehicle and trapping Goodson.  

 

           

            
At the hospital Goodson stated that she did not remember what happened. 
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She agreed to an interview in which she stated that she thought she was in Eureka, 

despite crashing her car in Chesterfield and being at Mercy Medical Center in Creve 

Coeur (there are no hospitals in Eureka.) 

 

Chesterfield Officer Garner reported that Goodson’s eyes were bloodshot, her speech 

was slurred, the smell of booze on her breath was strong and she was having mood 

swings from being indifferent to crying. 

 

Goodson also stated that she had just one 2-oz glass of wine. She agreed to a blood 

test for BAC. 

 

That test results came back five weeks later and showed Goodson BAC level to be 

.226% or almost three times the legal limit, which would have been a huge glass of 

wine.   

 
 

OUTCOME:  Goodson’s defense attorney moved the case to the Associate Circuit 

Court in Clayton, but it was still prosecuted by Chesterfield Prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer.  

On May 25, 2017 Goodson pled guilty to DWI and was sentenced to a NO-Points, NO-

Fine, NO-Permanent Record 2-year SIS probation term.  Despite being three times over 

the legal limit, driving on the wrong side of the road at a major Chesterfield intersection, 

crashing and totaling her SUV, Goodson left court with no points on her driving record.  

 

DEVELOPER DROPS APPEAL OVER PLANNING COMMISSION DENIAL TO 

ALLOW APARTMENTS TO REPLACE TRAILER PARK. FOUR DAYS EARLIER WE 

GOT A “NO COMMENT” FROM DEVELOPER’S SPOKESMAN:   On Monday at about 

5:30, I was sitting near George Stock, the consulting engineer and the front man for 

Amerwest of West Palm Beach. We were at a Town and County Aldermanic meeting of 

the Town Square project.  I mentioned to Stock that it did not appear as if he had 

enough votes on the Chesterfield City Council to overturn the Planning Commission’s 5-
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3 denial to rezone the property of the Chesterfield Trailer Park for an apartment 

complex. 

 

I asked George if they had the lawsuit ready against the City of Chesterfield, since it 

appears as if they are going through the appeal motions so they can eventually file a 

lawsuit in Circuit Court to overturn the decision.   

 

He had a two word response of, “No comment.” 

 

Then four days later Chesterfield’s Planning Director Justin Wyse announced to City 

Council and apparently the Post-Dispatch (but not Newsfromsnoburbia.com) that the 

appeal had been dropped.  Below is part of an email from Wyse.      

 

We received a withdraw of the appeal for P.Z. 05-2017 Villages at Bonhomme Creek (the 

existing Chesterfield Mobile Home Park). 

 

Justin Wyse, AICP, PTP 

Director of Planning & Development Services 

City of Chesterfield 

 
 

MAN CHARGED WITH ASSAULT AFTER ROAD RAGE INCIDENT ON CLAYTON 

ROAD.  In last week’s CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOG we noticed this offense: 

 

 
 

We requested additional information on this and received the following: 

 

Matthew Kuehne, age 37, resides Chesterfield, arrested 9/22/17, 1722 HRS., released on 

municipal summons for Assault. 
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Kuehne shows an address of 14701 Greenleaf Valley Dr, Chesterfield.  

 

PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE VOTES DOWN LATEST PLANS 

FOR A FULL SERVICE CAR WASH AT CLAYTON ROAD AND BAXTER ROAD. 

There are already two car self-serve washes at the intersection of Clayton and Baxter 

Roads.  One is at the Phillips 66 Station on the southeast corner and the other is at the 

Mobil station at the northwest corner. 
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The intersection is one of the top five for auto accidents in Chesterfield.  However the 

issue on Wednesday night was noise.   

 

The Wallis Companies DBA Brite Worx Carwashes owns and operates the current 

facility.  They want to expand it and put in a full service car wash.  They currently are 

only allowed right turns in and out of the property from Clayton and Baxter.  This would 

not change.  

 

A number of neighbors were in the audience.  P-PW Committee Chair Guy Tilman read 

a statement before the start of the meeting telling members of the audience that the 

Planning Commission took public comments on the matter and they would not allow the 

public to speak at the Planning and Public Works Committee. 

 

This ran directly against the decision the Council made several years ago for 

committees to take public comments in an effort for more transparency and citizen 

input. Mayor Bob Nation did not recall that, but Councilwoman Barb McGuinness said 

residents from her subdivision have been allowed to speak at committee meetings.  

Former State Senator Jane Cunningham and her husband have spoken as residents 

before committee meetings.  I have been at regular Finance and Admin meetings this 

year where citizens spoke on how to use Prop P funds that are from a special sales tax 

for public safety.  The public can’t speak but Councilman Dan Hurt can talk incessantly.   

 

Jim Holtrop presented of AcoustiControl, LLC claimed the traffic noise from the streets 

would be louder than the noise generated by a larger car wash or the cars waiting to go 

into the car wash.  

 

Dan Hurt then challenged the sound engineer.  Hurt like to remind people that he has 

an engineering degree (but not in sound engineering) he did this several times and then 

began talking like an engineer in a boring monotone.  A number of heads began to nod 

off including mine.  

 

Councilman Barry Flachsbart who is on the committee was not present.  He was in 

Rolla, where he is a professor at the University of Missouri Science and Technology. 

Councilwoman Barb McGuinniss was filling in for him.  

 

This measure barely passed the Planning Commission on a 5-3 vote.  

 

After 35 minutes a vote was taken and the proposal failed 4-0.        
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They could appeal to the full Council but they would need a 6-2 vote to prevail.  That 

might be a move if they plan to sue the city.  

 

PUMPKIN SIGNS AND INFLATABLE PUMPKINS TURNED DOWN FOR TAUBMAN 

OUTLET MALL.  OR SCREW YOU GREAT PUMPKIN:  You had to feel for the owners 

of the struggling Taubman Outlet Mall. 

 

The City’s director of Planning Justin Wyse told them to apply for an amended 

temporary sign package.  However city code specifically for Taubman Outlet Mall does 

not allow temporary signs since it is next to I-64 and could distract drivers.  

 

     
 

Taubman has not sold pumpkins before. The Rombah Farms has sold pumpkins in 

Chesterfield Valley for over a half century. They also  had hayrides in connection with 

pumpkin sales and had children play areas.  The farm with other crops has diminished 

over the years, but the pumpkin operation was alive and well until this year when it was 

announced it was being shut down.  
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How the Taubman Outlet Mall pumpkin sales came about and the need for signs and 

Chesterfield’s position can be confusing.  Here is what we could put together. 

 

1)  Originally when the Taubman Outlet Mall was approved, temporary signs were 

prohibited.  The reason was that the Taubman Mall was in essence at the time the 

entrance along I-64 to Chesterfield Valley and leaders did not want it to appear junky.  

The other reason was not to allow distractions to drivers on I-64. 

 

2)  Although Taubman Outlet Mall opened a few weeks before the Premium Outlet Mall 

did along the Missouri River and Olive Street Road in the west end of Chesterfield 

Valley, Premium had had more tenants and more shoppers.  

 

3)  When Taubman wanted to draw more shoppers by having the Pumpkin Patch and 

later Christmas Tree sales area on their empty west parking lot, they went to the City of 

Chesterfield. 

 

4)  Planning Director Justin Wyse suggested Taubman represented by local zoning 

attorney Mike Doster apply for an “Amended Sign Package.”  Doster followed the 

suggestion.  Taubman wanted four devices (inflatable pumpkins) and signs.  

 

5) A detail staff report by planner Cecilia Dvorak had this recommendation: 
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6)  At the Planning Commission meeting the sign was approved and two instead of four 

lighted inflatable pumpkins were approved on a 7-1 vote.  One pumpkin would be on the 

southeast corner of the property seen by I-64 traffic.  The other would be at the west 

end of the parking lot where the pumpkins for sale would be located. 

  

 
 

 

7)  After the 7-1 vote by the planning commission Taubman should have been able to 

put up the sign and pumpkins on October 1.  But that did not happen. 
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8)  A councilperson on the Planning and Public Works Committee from the Ward 

affected by the vote or the mayor can make a Power of Review to move the matter 

before the Planning and Public Works Committee. Ward 4 councilwoman Michelle 

Ohley made that request.  

 

  Michelle Ohley 

 

 Attorney Mike Doster and CityPlanner Cecilia 

Dvorak. 

 

9)  Chairman Guy Tilman, Dan Hurt and Michelle Ohley appeared from the start to be 

against the signs and the pumpkin.  They kept saying how the Taubman Mall is not 

allowed temporary signs. 

 

10)  While Taubman himself has talked about how successful the mall has been people, 

shoppers and city staff all know that the Premium Outlet has far more shops and 

customers.  Doster complained that the Premium Mall is allowed temporary signs.  And 

how the City was not being fair to his client’s ability to draw more customers to their 

mall.    
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That caused Dan Hurt to start a lecture that last for some time beginning with “You 

knew the zoning when you build the mall and you knew no temporary signs are 

allowed.” 

 

 Dan Hurt 

 

“You are talking about our base ordinances.  These get changed by the City Council as 

a whole. I don’t believe these things would be approved by the council,” said Hurt.   

 

     
   

11)  Mayor Bob Nation who does not have a vote but is on the committee spoke.  He 

was in favor of the sign and the inflatable pumpkins and added that the city should try 

and help businesses be successful within reason.  
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“I believe in common sense and being reasonable.  I think the Valley as different from 

other parts of the city.  Commerce is what pays the bills for municipalities. I ask you for 

reasonableness,” said Nation.  

 

Planning Commission chairwoman Merrell Hansen (a non voting member of the 

committee) then added, “We are arguing the right way to get there.  We are getting 

hung up on the ordinance.” 

 

12)  Next Barb McGuinness who owns and runs the last Velvet Freeze, located in 

Jennings, Missouri announced she had to leave to get to the store.  She packed up and 

left at 6:50.   

 

13)  As it appeared that there would be a 3-0 vote against the inflatable pumpkins and 

one sign, Mayor Nation got up and left.  

 

14)  The Dan Hurt lecture continued with him questioning Doster why they bother to 

apply for the amended sign package since no temporary signs were allowed.  Doster 

replied that Planning Director Justin Wyse had suggested it as the way to get the sign 

and inflatable pumpkins. Wyse then admitted that was true. 

 

  Justin Wyse 

 

Hurt admitted one thing.  “I think there is a conflict between the ordinances,” he said.  

(You would think that a conflict the tie would go to the applicant and not the city who 

created the conflict.)  

 

15)  It was decided that one of the inflatable pumpkins would be alright if it was with the 

pumpkins as part of the “event” and not an advertising sign. Hurt and Tilman continued 

to say how inflatable characters were against the law in Chesterfield.  Doster then 

pointed out that no one lives in Chesterfield Valley. Tilman admitted that the City of 

Chesterfield has used inflatables to promote city evens.  
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16)  At the end Hurt and Doster got into a shouting match. Doster said the committee 

members were trying to keep retailers from making a profit.  Hurt loudly responded, “lt is 

not fair for you to blame us that you are struggling to make a profit. It is unfair.”  

    

17)  The three voted to turn down the amended sign package that had passed the 

Planning Commission on a 7-1 vote.  They then voted to allow Taubman to apply for an 

amended zoning change which could be heard before the entire City Council on 

Monday October 16. This of course would cut Taubman’s planned promotion for 

October in half.  It also would accomplish what the Planning Commission already said 

they could do if it passed at the Council.   

 

18)  My suggestion to Doster in front of his clients was to put the sign up along with the 

inflated pumpkins.  Then take a citation from the Chesterfield Code enforcement officer.  

Keep in mind that City Prosecutor Tim Engelmeyer and Judge Brunk won’t hammer 

someone represented by a local lawyer.  Get a couple of continuances and then plead 

guilty to an amended charge of “Littering” with a $225 fine after Christmas.  Doster’s 

clients seem to perk up with I mentioned this, but Doster wasn’t buying it, saying they 

had to deal with the city too often to do that.          

  

CHESTERFIELD SUBDIVISION TRUSTEES HAVE A NEW PLACE TO HOLD YOUR 

MEETINGS:  At the last Monarch Fire Protection District meeting they opened bids for 

create a “media room” in the current large open room with a kitchen on the east side of 

the headquarters building.   

 

The bids were $51,391 from TSI Global 

                       $44,957 from Tech Electronics  

                       $41,851 from TPI of Olivette. 

 

They plan to add computers at work stations, large screen TV monitors and overhead 

screens/monitors for presentations.  What got my attention was the Fire District was 

going to open the room for neighborhood groups to hold their subdivision meetings.  

 

Deputy Chief Nick Harper took me to the room and explained that there is an outside 

entrance from the east side that a subdivision group can use while the rest of the 

building would be inaccessible.   

 

The room had tables and lots of chairs and could easily hold 30 to 40 people 

comfortably and easier than a conference room at City Hall where many subdivision 

annual meetings are held.  
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Keep in mind that they plan some modifications to the room, but the one thing that is 

staying is the kitchen area. 

 

Here is the room now: 

  
 

 
 

Chief Harper went out of his way to point out the huge coffee make in the corner.  

    

 

REAL ESTATE”  Final Sale Price: It went on the market in June of 2016. The closing 

was in September of 2017.  I’m surprised that the house at 1337 S, Mason sold that fast 

due to it being on a busy road (unless you are such a big egotist that you want the most 
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people possible to see the giant house you live in) and it has high property taxes.   

($38,763 a year) 

 
Here are the asking prices over the last 15 months: 

 

$4,900,000     06/12/16 

$4,500,000     06/16/16 

$3,995,000    10/10/16 

$3,895,000     02/20/17 

$3,750,000     03/20/17 

$3,500,000     04/03/17 

$3,200,000     09/26/17 SOLD PRICE 

 

 

FOOD:  AN OLD FAMILIAR NAME AT LOCAL RESTAURANT:  I recently called in a 

go order for two lunches of Baby Back Ribs, with fries, slaw plus a side of broccoli at 

Brick Tops for a group of older area painters (ages 70 to 95) who were guests of my 

wife.   

 

The woman who took my order was “Hazel.”  I thought, “Gee she sounded young for 

someone named Hazel.  

 

When I arrived I met Hazel McIntire who turned out to appear to be in her 20s.  She 

admitted she doesn’t know many Hazels. 
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A 2017 Hazel                                     A 1961 Hazel 

 

The popularity of the name Hazel in the United States peaked in 1918 when according 

to birth records 7,613 girls were named Hazel.  Since 1880; 233,348 girls have been 

named Hazel. The name hit the bottom of charts in the 1980s.  The name is on a 

comeback of sorts.  

 

At the half point in 2016 the Today Show proclaimed that Hazel was the number 17 

girls’ name.  However the end of the year stats according to Nameberry.com Hazel fell 

to 52nd place, just behind Anna and ahead of Aaliyah.  

 

Girls named Hazel from 1880 to 2012. 
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CHESTERFIELD POLICE BLOTTER:  Due to the police blotter being released two 

days late this week we had to move it to the end of the newsletter.  Here are the police 

calls for last week.    
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There were a number of assaults on police officers this week. We hope to get additional 

information on these for next week’s newsletter.  

 

 

 

CARTOONS: 
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The last two are from CBC grad, St. Louisian, Pulitzer Prize winner 

 and Charlotte Peters’ son.  
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