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By John Hoffmann 

 

January 26, 2016 

 

2 O'CLOCK IN AFTERNOON DRUNK DRIVER TAKES OUT UTILITY POLE AND 

FIRE HYDRANT ON CLAYTON ROAD:  We are unable to get full details until the 

police reports are reviewed and approved.  Those details will be in our next newsletter.  

Here is what we do know. 

 

At 2:17 on Saturday afternoon January 23 a woman who police believe was intoxicated, 

was driving east on Clayton Road past Mason Road when she suddenly drove to her 

left, crossing the center turn lane, crossing the westbound traffic lane then left the 

roadway striking a fire hydrant and taking down a utility pole across from Rutherford 

Lane. Clayton Road was closed for a time while Ameren/UE replaced the pole. 

Residents and businesses in a four-to-five block area were without power for several 

hours.   

 

The woman was treated at a local hospital.  We understand she is being charged.  We 

hope to have more details in our February 3 edition of the newsletter.  

 

 

THE BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENTS OF 2015 AND THE NEW YEAR:  Last March we 

heard lots of campaign promises and position statements in Town and Country.  Yes, 

there would be changes and some failed propositions would be brought back to the light 

of day.  Let's see a few things that were talked about then promptly ignored. 

 

1)  Municipal Court Reform   We have been documenting how justice is the last 

concern of the lawyers running Town and Country and Chesterfield city courts.  If you 

are a drunk driver you hire a lawyer who will get you a no-record, no-fine, no points 

probation for the DWI and then get the charge that caused the cops to notice you in the 

first place reduced to a $500 parking violation. This hides bad drivers from insurance 

companies. Meanwhile all of us good drivers have to underwrite the drunk drivers who 
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are not paying much higher insurance premiums.  Also if you drive drunk, you should 

not being getting off easy.  This is a reason why there are so many repeat drunk drivers.  

 

Since Ferguson, Town and Country and Chesterfield courts have unburdened 

themselves from 10-year-old Fail to Appear warrants, claiming they are doing "court 

reform."  These are for normal tickets by people who ignore them.  Many can't afford to 

pay them.  The cities have actually done themselves a favor.  Why spend the money to 

send police officers to other cities and pick up these people who have been arrested as 

fugitives who can't afford to pay a fine.  The cops drive them back to the police station 

where they can't afford to make a bond.  Then the city has to house them.  This is 

normally done after 20 hours when they are taken to the County Jail, which isn't free.  

They charge just like a hotel.  

 

For alderpersons and councilpersons, the city attorneys, judges and city prosecutors tell 

them not to try and fix thing anything (which is a tacit admission the courts are badly 

broken) but to wait until the Missouri Supreme forces reform on them later in 2016.  

 

Elected city officials need to do something NOW that the judges and city prosecutors 

don't want them to do.  They need to eliminate clear conflict of interests of having a 

lawyer be a municipal judge in one city, a prosecutor in another and a defense attorney 

in all the rest.  Of course they will allow outrageous deals in their official capacity as 

they expect them when they are acting as defense attorneys.    Next week we will look 

at a bill in a committee in Chesterfield.   

 

2)  TERM LIMITS   This has been talked about by candidates and board members in 

Town and Country. Candidates have brought this up in several recent election cycles.  

That is as far as it goes.  There has been nothing done about this.  The idea of term 

limits is to keep from having a single click or narrow minded senior politician calling all 

the shots for decades. The fix would be to have five 2-year terms as alderman or 

councilperson and two 4-year terms for mayor.  

 

Writing this bill would be easy.  Getting it passed with so many long term board and 

council members would be very difficult. However, the first thing you have to do is write 

a bill.  Nobody seems up to this task.      

 

3)  SEWER LATERAL INSURANCE:   Town and Country and Ladue are just about the 

only municipalities without sewer lateral insurance.  This is a fee added to your real 

estate taxes normally between $28 and $50 a year.  It is only charged against 

residential property owners.  If the sewer line from your house to the street breaks you 

are entitled up to $5,000 to pay an approved contractor to repair your sewer. Besides 
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almost all the municipalities having sewer lateral coverage all of unincorporated St. 

Louis County is covered.  Sewer lateral coverage is not something decided by the 

aldermen.  It is a ballot issue.  But the aldermen have to vote to let the citizens decide. 

In Town and Country they refuse to do that. Why not let the residents decide?   

 

In the past members of the Finance Commission have refused to endorse a bill saying 

residents are wealthy enough to pay for this themselves.  That shows me that Mayor 

Dalton has appointed too many very rich elitist people to the Finance Commission and 

not enough people living in a $550,000 house trying to send a couple of kids to college.  

To those folks and the retirees in town, $5,000 is not chump change.               

 

4)  STRICTER BUILDING CODE ENFORCEMENT:  I have attended aldermanic 

morning chats and neighborhood meetings where I have heard Subdivision Trustees go 

after city officials for not doing a better job in protecting subdivisions and help enforce 

their indentures. 

 

Here is a newsflash:  The city staff cannot enforce indentures…period!  It is against the 

law, according to years of evolving court rulings.  City officials enforce city and state 

laws not subdivision rules. Public officials cannot knowingly break the law as a favor to 

subdivision trustees.  

 

But here is what they can do.  The can enforce ordinances covering building and 

construction.  

 

The problem in Town and Country is that they let builders, subcontractors and others at 

sites in subdivisions know that it is okay to break the city laws concerning starting too 

early, failing to put up effective erosion fences, cleaning up daily the mud left on the 

streets by trucks leaving the site and having workers block the street by parking their 

cars on the street instead of on the site.  

 

Town and Country will not issue citations until the violators are repeatedly warned.  This 

does tend to piss off trustees and gives the impression that the city does not care.  It is 

not the fault of the city inspectors but the city leaders as in some part by the code that 

requires warnings instead of immediate citations, fines and stop work orders.   

 

Here is what issuing repeated warnings tells a contractor…"I can get away with not 

following the city law and the worst thing that will happen to me is that I get a warning."     

 

When I was an assistant police chief for one of the wealthiest towns in Maryland I had to 

oversee code enforcement.  When the contractors came to the village hall to get 
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building permits they were given copies of the ordinances and parking regulations.  If 

they were in violation there was no such thing as a warning.  It was a citation with a 

cash fine. This sent a clear message and builders returning for second jobs did not 

create any problems.  They knew better. 

 

Frontenac takes this one step further.  They place signs at the building site listing the 

rules, so subcontractors can't say they didn't know.  Frontenac does not issue warnings.  

They issue citations.  

 

DEER REPORT:  After the first week of a 21 day period where White Buffalo, Inc. is in 

town culling the deer population the numbers have been impressive.  They killed 87 

deer.  32 were killed in Ward 2 which past census reports showed having the highest 

number of deer.  In Ward 3, 27 were killed and 14 each were taken from Ward 1 and 4. 

The dead deer are transported to a butcher and the meat is donated to food pantries.  

The goal was too removed 175 deer by lethal means.   

 

However on Monday January 25 the Board of Aldermen pushed that number upward.  

They voted to increase the number of deer to be harvested to 225.  By January 24 they 

had already killed 158 and were hired to work through January 31.  

 

 
 

City Administrator Gary Hoelzer said the past census estimates were low judging from 

resent census estimates taken in neighboring cities. (Since the first year of White 

Buffalo Deer Census I have claimed they were low.  They conduct the census by 

spotlighting deer from trucks.  They miss all the deer in the woods or in Creve Coeur or 

Queeny Park that spend much of their day in Town and Country.)  

 

If they reach a goal of 225 deer it would mean 3,000 pounds of meat for food pantries.    
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 City Administrator Gary Hoelzer 

  

Since White Buffalo was paid through the end of the month there was a need to 

increase not their pay, but the costs of butchering deer and providing meat to foot 

pantries.  That is estimated at $4,500 for 50 more deer.  At the rate they are harvesting 

deer they should be done by Friday.           

 

The city using a feed and shoot, method by placing corm in areas where it is safe to fire 

rifles with silencers.  

 

I live in Ward 2.  Unknowingly I have also been part of a feed and shoot program. 

In past winters a 30 pound bag of bird feed would last 3-to-4 weeks with two suet cakes 

also hung out for the birds.  We did put some feed on the ground for the doves knowing 

that some squirrels would partake. But suddenly I was buying bird feed every 12 days. 

Here is why and it is forcing us to bring in the feeder early each evening.  
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My feed and shoot program is that I was unintentionally feeding them and them 

shooting some photos before chasing them away.  We miss our dogs! 

FOLLOW THE MONEY:  On January 15 the final quarter of fundraising for 

Missouri candidates was required to be filed with the Missouri Ethics Commission.  

 

District 100  State Rep Sue Allen in final year of 4th term (term limited out) 

 

Mike Allen is running to replace his wife in Jefferson City.  His current background is 

working with developers. His largest contribution for the fourth quarter came from his 

wife's campaign committee that gave $1,000.  His second largest donations were five 

for $500 each.  Two were from Republican office holders' campaign committees, one 

was from a pharmaceutical company and the most troubling were two from lobbyists.  

 

Mike Allen has $32,194 in the bank on January 14.  

 Mike and Sue Allen 
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Despite not running for any office in 2016 that we know Sue Allen is still getting 

campaign contributions.  You can bet if Mike needs any extra cash, Sue will provide it.  

Much of the money is coming from the same sources that have been doling out money 

to Sue for eight years…the health care industry.  

 

Her campaign bank account has $52,150 in it. Her biggest contributions for the 4th 

quarter were $1,500 and $1,000 from medical and pharmacy groups.  She did collect 

$500 sin money from the Isle of Capri Casinos.  

 

Besides the $1,000 to her husband, she gave $500 to Town and Country Alderwoman 

Linda Rallo's political and lobbying client Raise Your Hands for Kids.  (Perhaps Sue is a 

big believer in the Raise Your hands for Kids proposal for a cigarette tax increase to go 

to inner city preschool children. However Rallo is a contributor to the Missouri Scout 

Newsletter and Mike Allen got a nice write up that is now on the internet.)  Her biggest 

contribution went to former Pine Lawn Municipal Judge and former treasurer for John 

Diehl's campaigns, Dean Plocher who got $2,500 after he beat Al Gerber for the 89th 

District Seat that Diehl resigned from after he was caught sending sexually explicit texts 

to a 19-year-old college freshman intern on his staff. 

 

DEREK GRIER, the former Boy Councilman in Chesterfield, who turned into a scary 

looking Grizzly Councilman by the end of his term, is running against Allen. While Allen 

combined with his wife's campaign fund has over $80,000, so far Grier has $6.115 in 

the bank.  In the last quarter of 2015 he raised $4,818.                 

 

Keep in mind while Grier tries to present a clean cut image, now that he got a shave 

and a haircut, he like Allen has ties to developers.  Grier refused to tell Mayor Bob 

Nation where he was living after he moved out of his ward in mid-term. That was a 

remarkable way not to be transparent and open to the voters.  

 

Grier is claiming he is self-employed as a real estate entrepreneur.  We are in the St. 

Louis area where the most important bio information includes where you went to high 

school. That is not on any of his campaign websites.  However he claims he played 

varsity football, basketball, ran track and "played sax" in the Missouri State Jazz Band.  

However Grier went to Principia High School (a fact he is trying to hide) and has a BA in 

Business from Principia College.   He is trying to avoid the problem of; do you really 

want a person (Christian Science member) who does not believe in doctors, hospitals or 

medicine voting on health care issues?   
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DISTRICT 89 DEAN PLOCHER, the Des Peres lawyer and for 10-years was the main 

revenue source for the scandal ridden City of Pine Lawn as the Municipal Judge as the 

city deep in poverty saw 40% of the city's budget coming from Plocher collecting fines in 

municipal court.  Many of those coughing up money were caught in a speed trap on I-

70. 

 

Plocher easily beat Al Gerber in November to complete the final year of disgraced 

Speaker of the House John Diehl, a man who Plocker served as campaign treasurer.  

 

JOHN DIEHL:  SEXUAL PREDATOR  AND LIAR  The disgraced former Speaker of 

House John Diehl continues to file a "limited activity" reports with the Ethics 

Commission alleging he would be in a state wide race in 2020.  Of course there is no 

way Diehl is ever getting elected to anything in the future.  

 

Here is another reason you can't trust Diehl.  He filed "limited activity" reports in July for 

April-June and in October for July-September.  His sex scandal did not hit the papers 

until the middle of May.   He claimed he had not accepted or paid any money in the 

second or third quarters of 2015.  Turns out he LIED. He filed two "Amended reports on 

January 15, 2016 for 2015.  

 

On July 15, 2015 Diehl filed a "Limited Activity" report with the Ethics Commission 

claiming he he received no money and made no payments for the second quarter of 

2015.  He resigned on May 14, 2015.  I wrote for the remainder of 2015 that I thought it 

was impossible for Diehl as speaker of the house not to receive "campaign 

contributions" from special interest groups during that period.  He still has not reported 

any contributions.  He did report a $4,000 payment to his campaign consultants.  God 

knows he needed some consulting.   
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In his October 15 report he claimed he had NO ACTIVITY.  He now claims he paid 

Barklage and Knodell political consultants in Richmond Heights $4,000 on 07/01/15 for 

"Strategic Planning."  He also now reports he gave $20,000 to the Adam Smith 

Foundation on 09/26/15. Don't think this is a charity or a group to promote college 

interns working at the State Capitol. No it is a right wing Republican activist group.  

 

It is hard of image how you forgot writing checks for $4,000 and $20,000 and claiming to 

the Ethics Commission you had no activity. Diehl now lists himself as his treasurer.   

 

Currently Diehl has $206,576 in his campaign account.  

    
Diehl with money                                       Diehl and 19-year-old intern  

 

101st District:  State Farm Insurance Agent and State-Rep Don Gosen has one 

more election before being term-limited out of office.  It's too bad he isn't done now.  

The only thing I have seen Gosen do in recent years was either accept lobbyist money 

or use campaign funds to attend national Insurance Agent Conventions. His last 

opponent was a very liberal democrat with no campaign money running in the most right 

wing district in St. Louis County. Gosen got 75% of the vote.  

 

Despite having no opposition or at least viable opposition on the horizon, Gosen has a 

war chest of $94,603.  Here are some of the classier contributors to his $17,625 raised 

in the fourth quarter of 2015. 

 

1)  Lobbyists 

2)  The largest Tobacco Company in America 

3)  Anheusher-Busch In-Bev 

4)  The largest Lobbyist in Jefferson City 

5)  Numerous insurance industry companies and PACs 

6)  Health care companies and PACs 

7)  Las Vegas Casino Operator 

8)  Pharmaceutical Companies 
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Gosen is not looking out for your interests, but he sure the heck is for the interests of big 

insurance and the R.J. Reynolds Tobacco folks in our state with the lowest cigarette 

taxes in the country.  

 
I know of no one planning to run against Gosen, but he spent $15,000 in the 4th 

quarter.  Some of it looks like it is maybe for a statewide campaign.  Other campaign 

money was apparently spent to go to more insurance conferences. Here are some of 

his expenses: 

 

1)   The Grand Hyatt  Sand Diego, CA (I don't know a lot of Missouri voters in California) 

2)   Southwest Airlines Round trip to San Diego 

3)   Hilton Hotel San Antonio, Texas 

4)   Landings Airport Golf Event Fundraising  (cost $5,478) 

5)   Dierberg's Markets for campaign office space rental ($2,267) 

6)   Dinner for staff worker in Hermann, MO ($229.60) 

 

SENATOR JILL SCHUPP:  Jill Shupp is the only Democrat to hold office in parts of 

Town and Country and Chesterfield.  She took in $36,298 in the fourth quarter of 2015 

and spent $10,382.  She currently has $114,231 in the campaign war chest having just 

been elected to her first term in the senate last November.  

 
 

Schupp as a Democrat gets lots of campaign contributions between $1,000 and $2,500 

from labor unions, including firefighters.  In the last quarter of 2015 she also got $10,000 

from the CHIPP, PAC a front for the Carpenters' Union.  But she also got money from 
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big business, including $1,000 from Express Scripts, $2,000 from Emerson and $2,500 

from Ameren.     

 

Schupp has constantly not taken gifts from lobbyists throughout her time in the house 

and now in the Senate.  We did not find any contributions from lobbyists to her 

campaign fund.    
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MAN WITH NAME CHANGE  ON BALLOT AGAINST BARRY FLACHSBART IS NOT 

REGISTERED TO VOTE UNDER HIS CURRENT NAME:  Mark Vergel Vandonsel, 

known for most of his life as Mark Elliot Peterson until a name change 2 1/2 years ago, 

has one thing that on January 20th all the other candidates for City Council don't have.  

He is the only one who is not registered to vote.  He was registered to vote under his old 

name Mark Peterson, but not his new name Mark Vandonsel, which he legally changed 

to in September of 2013.   
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VOTING RECORD RATINGS:  We promised to get the rest of the voting records and 

provide ratings for all the candidates.  We had most of them in our last newsletter, but 

did not have the ones who filed at the last minute on January 19 a few minutes before 

the deadline at 5 o'clock.  

 

WARD 1 CHESTERFIELD: 

 

 Mark Vergel VanDonsel AKA: Mark Elliot Peterson:  Mark is not registered to vote 

under his current name, meaning he did not vote in the April 2014 and 2015 elections.  
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Under his old name of Peterson he voted one time, that was in 2013 when he wife then 

Adelaida Vercel Peterson AKA Danica Adel Vandonsel AKA Adel Van Donsel was 

running against Nancy Greenwood. That gives Vandonsel AKA Peterson a voting 

record of 11% 

 

Vandonsel April election Voting Ranking 0%    Not registered to vote 

 

Vandonsel AKA PETERSON  April election Voting ranking 11% 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

BARRY FLACHSBART  despite being a professor at University of Missouri Science 

and Technology in Rolla for three and half days a week, has not missed an April 

election in the last 17 years.   

 

Flashsbart  April Election Voting ranking:  100% 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ward 1 one- year unexpired term of Nancy Greenwood 

 

Barb McGinness has been a founder of the city serving on the planning commission in 

the early days of the city including as the chairperson of the commission.  She has a 

perfect voting record having voted in 16 of the last 16 April elections. 

McGinness April  Election Voting Ranking  100%   

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

David Robert Kaplan has over a 16 year voting record in Ward 1.  He almost never 

votes in April elections, in fact he has only made it to the polls four times.  

 

Kaplan April election Voting Ranking  25%   

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Here are all of the April local election voting rankings of candidates:  

  

CHESTERFIELD  

 

Flachsbart       100%  Ward 1 

Vandonsel           0     Ward 1 

Peterson & under new name Vandonsel  11% 
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McGinness      100%    Ward 1 unexpired term 

Kaplan                25%   Ward 1 unexpired term 

 

Tilman                 29%   Ward 2 

Flynn                   32%   Ward 2 

Schmidt               30%  Ward 2 

 

Politte                 88%  Ward 3 

Logan                 57%   Ward 3 

 

Fults                  100%  Ward 4 

Decampi            100%  Ward 4 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY 

 

Kulkarni               27%   Ward 2 

Butler                   80%   Ward 2 

 

 

 

CHESTERFIELD POLICE FINAL 2015 STATS ARE IN:  SEE 

WHAT THE POLICE WERE DOING AND WHAT THE CROOKS WERE DOING IN 

2015!  

 

CRIME                 Dec 2015   Dec 2014       End of Year 2015    2014    Solved 2015 

      

Non-force Rape       1                   0                         1                      0               0 

Forcible Rape          0                   0                         4                      3               0 

Sex Offense             1                   0                       11                    14               4 

Robbery                   2                   0                       13                      5               4 

Assault                    13                  7                      177                  176             89   

BURGLARY 
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                          Dec 2015     Dec 2014        End of Year  2015   2014      Solved 15     

 

Residential                2                  2                       46                    36                3 

Business                   1                  1                       17                      6                4 

LARCENY 

Felony                    29                29                      255                  241               43 

Misdemeanor         60                61                      488                  491              189 

Auto Theft                0                  0                         17                     9                  4 

Arson                       0                  0                           1                     1                  0 

Checks/Fraud        21               15                        943*                142                31 

Vandalism              10               16                       123                  134                16 

Drug Violations       15                7                         96                     99                86 

DWI Arrests            11              10                        117                  179___________ 

TOTAL                  166            148                       2309               1536             476 

ARRESTS 

Adult                      109               97                       1852              1647 

Juvenile                    12              14                         169                186 

TRAFFIC 

Vehicle Crashes     170              173                      1852               1757 

Fatal Crashes             0                  0                           2                     5 

Injury Crashes           28               31                        387                 356 

Warnings Issued      499            349                       4412               5191 

Parking Summons      16              17                        216                  203 

Summons Issued      588           759                       8959              11908 

Recovered Autos          0              0                             4                     2 

Radio Assignments   3306       4468                        36414             55966 

Alarms                         144          112                        1476                1444 

 

* a large number of fraud cases were IRS refund fraud which did not occur in 2014 

 

Spending 30 years in Law Enforcement plus being a Washington Correspondent and 

national reporter for a leading police management magazine I understand police stats 

and the fact that they they will go up and down from year to year. However, that said it 

was hard not to notice a couple of mix signals in Chesterfield.  

 

Arrests were up by 11-percent.  But crime was up 33-percent.  However at least 700 of 

those crimes were internet IRS tax return fraud that the local cops don't have a chance 

to solve as suspects are from Eastern Europe and all over the U.S. If you subtracted the 

IRS Fraud reports the overall crime in Chesterfield was close to being the same as in 

2014.  
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There were two areas where crime was really up with low clearance rates. Home 

burglaries were up 22-percent.  The clearance rate was a very low 7-percent.  

 

Business burglaries were up by 65-percent going from 6 in 2014 to 17 in 2015.  The 

cleared by arrest rate on those burglaries was 23-percent.       

 

Robbery was the other area that was noticeable.  Robberies were up 65% in 2015 with 

a clearance rate of 30%.  Also there were four forcible rapes with no charges filed.  

However sex crimes have a history of victims deciding not to assist in investigations for 

various reasons.  With only four incidents it is hard to draw any conclusions.      

 

On the traffic side, crashes were up 5-percent, but traffic citations were down 25-

percent.   Even written warnings were down by 15%.  DWI arrests were down by 35%.   

 

The police seemed to have more time to solve crimes and arrest drunk drivers.  The 

overall number of radio assignments were down 35%!  

 

Some might say this is the "Ferguson Effect" in play where officers are reluctant to do 

too much self-initiated activity.  I think another factor could be in play and that is the 

"Tim Engelmeyer-Rick Brunk Effect." After years of seeing the city prosecutor and 

municipal judge reduce serious violations to $500 Parking Violations and $300 Littering 

Violations many officers can develop a "what's the point in making those arrests if the 

judge and prosecutor don't take them seriously" attitude.   

                 

                                                 

COUNCIL VOTES TO PUT USED CAR AND ILLINOIS NEW CAR MUNI SALES TAX 

ON THE BALLOT.   The Chesterfield City Council voted to place a sales tax on the 

April ballot.  The ballot issue who allow the State of Missouri to Collect a city Sales tax 

on all cars purchased from a non-Missouri dealer, including those in Illinois and a used 

car from your next door neighbor. Five days later Town and Country aldermen followed 

by passing 8-0 to make this a ballot issue.  

  

The council members are saying it is a technicality and they are just continuing an 

existing tax.  But that is not true. A court ruling eliminated both the Missouri and city 

taxes on cars purchased from out of state dealers or from non dealers in state.  The 

Missouri Legislature passed a bill that put the state sales tax back in place on any car 

being titled.  But it was up to individual cities to return a city sales tax.  
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So it is not confirming an existing tax.  The tax is gone.  A vote for this would put the 

sales tax percentage from the municipality back in effect that does not currently exist.  

Mayor Bob Nation estimates it has cost Chesterfield around $170,000 a year.  So if you 

or your teenage kid buying their first car on e-bay or Craigslist or from a neighbor, friend 

or relative it will cost you more money.      

 

At the agenda review meeting prior to the City Council meeting where the bill to put the 

tax increase on the ballot, Councilman Barry Flachsbart made an interesting comment. 

 

"I just worry it will bring out a lot of people who would not normally come out in April to 

vote, because they want to vote no on this," said Flachsbart.  

 

Lame duck councilman Mike Casey was the only one to vote against the bill.  

 

PUBLIC OR NOT SO PUBLIC:  Council debates what the public should see.  At the 

end of normal business Councilwoman Barb McGuinness brought up a concern over 

transparency.  She did not like the fact that the city was only going to show a salary 

range for position and not the actual salary public employees were making.  

  Barb McGuinness  

 

Monarch Fire Protection District's website was showing the exact salary of each 

employee.  Councilman Bruce DeGroot said he thought it was a good idea.   
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"I don't know why we are afraid of that (putting exact salaries on the website), said 

DeGroot.  

 

The problem with just showing salary ranges is that it does not give a true picture of the 

amount of employee salaries and where the largest salary figures are in the overall 

budget.  If you have an older force like Chesterfield does with seniority, cost of living 

and merit pay increases you don't have a true overview of the salary situation without 

knowing what each salary is.     

 

Mike Casey tried to blow it off by saying the Finance and Administration Committee 

discussed it and decided to use the salary range. McGuinness immediately pointed out 

that she was not on the council when it was discussed.  

 

However Dan Hurt made an interesting and troubling comment.  

 

"It might be a public record open record. I am saying that I just don't think it ought to be 

publicized," said Hurt. .   

    
I saw Hurt the next day and said I was going to bring a Missouri Blue Book and show 

him how every employee for the State of Missouri has their salary listed. If it was good 

enough for all the employees of the State of Missouri why wasn't  it good enough for 

Chesterfield, I asked Hurt. 

 

"We are going to have to agree to disagree. I think the privacy is important," he said.  

 

Here is a link to the current on line listing of every employee of Missouri.  

 

http://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/bluebook/2015-

2016/10_Personnel.pdf#nameddest=Department of Corrections 
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Above are three Blue Books I have at my home including the 1901 Blue Book, the 1945 

and the 2010 Blue Books.  They all list salaries of state workers with no huge outcry 

from the employees over privacy concerns.   

 

 At a Finance and Administration Committee meeting on Monday Jan. 26 it appeared as 

if the city would list each salary without giving the name of the employee, just the 

position.  So there could be 30 Police Officer 1 listings with 30 different salaries 

depending on when they joined and the size of their annual merit pay increase. 

 

COUNCILMAN MIKE CASEY FLIPPANT ABOUT CITY TRANSPARENCY AND 

GOES R-RATED:  During this discussion on transparency Mike Casey as usual got 

weird.  Casey often has very little to say, but when he does it is very odd.  In this case it 

was a little R-Rated.  70-plus Casey looked at 68-year-old McGuiness and said, 

 

"I'll show you my transparency if you show me your transparency."  
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SEEN IN PUBLIC    At the first City Council meeting after the election filing deadline on 

Tuesday January 19, there were only two challengers present.  

 

Former 4-term Ward-3 city councilman Dr. Alan Politte was present and spoke urging 

the Council to allow the new board elected in April to choose the new City Administrator 

and City Attorney.  He pointed out there will be at least 25% (two) new councilpersons 

and possibly (but not likely) five new members to the eight-person council. 

 

Also Tom DeCampi running against Connie Fults in Ward-4 was present.   

 

At the Finance and Admin Committee meeting former councilman Randy Logan walked 

in with Bridgett Nations and then left to hold a private hallway conversation out of the 

earshot of people arriving with Nations. Logan was defeated getting only 25% of the 

vote against longtime councilman Dan Hurt who was out of office for two year after an 

unsuccessful run to fill the final two years of a mayoral term vacated by Bridgett Nations' 

husband, who abandoned Chesterfield to take a job with Metro Transit Bi-State.  

(More on the F&A Committee meeting in our next newsletter) 

 

FOOD:  THEN THERE WERE TWO: With Miller's Crossing on Olive Blvd, in Hog 

Hollow having closed earlier this month, it seems to leave two independent bar grills 

with American pub grub and blue plate specials left in Chesterfield.  

 
 

Smitty's is the King of neighborhood bar and grills.  On Clayton Road near Baxter 

Smitty's has an outstanding menu and Blue Plate Specials six days a week.  For 

decades the Wednesday night fried chicken special meant lines and waits that people 

seem to happily endure.  The hand rolled order of chicken tenders are maybe the best 

in the region.  Congresswoman Ann Wagner is a Smitty's regular when she is back in 

town from DC.   
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The other place that is popular with locals is the very independent Hangar Grill on Long 

Road at Edison in Chesterfield Valley.  Although not as good as Smitty's, the food is still 

excellent for a neighborhood bar and grill.  It is not unusual to spot former U.S. Senator 

Jim Talent and his wife and sometime DonnyBrook TV panelist Brenda Talent at a 

table.  

   
 

MUSIC:  You might not know him, but I bet you have heard him play.  Dan Smith, a 

trumpet player and pianist stopped by at Sasha's on DeMun two weeks ago and sat in 

with Jim Manley.  Dan is often in the Wednesday night crowd but rarely sits in. Dan lives 

in Shrewsbury.  You may not recognize him, but there is a good chance you have heard 

him play before.  He is often a member of the orchestra at the Fox or Peabody.  In 

November he was in White Christmas and in a few weeks he will be performing Carol 

King tribute show at the Fox.  For several years Dan was travelling nationally and 

internationally with the "In The Mood Show" featuring music of the 1940 s. 
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Smith along with well known area trumpet player Randy Homes had screen credits for 

appearing in an orchestra in the really terrible William Hurt movie filmed in St. Louis, 

The Brass Ring.  They were featured playing at a political fundraiser held at Union 

Station for Hurt's character, who was running for the governor of Missouri.  Other 

notables with screen credits were TV newsies Dick Ford and Mandy Murphy.  

 

If you did not see this movie you are very fortunate.  Despite being filmed in St. Louis it 

is so bad it is very hard to watch. 

 

FREE BIG BAND CONCERT:  Well it’s a free Little Big Band Concert at the Scottish 

Rite at 3633 Lindell St, Louis MO 63108 on Sunday February 28, 2016 at 3 o'clock.  

 

Just like the Christmas show with the Air Force Band you need tickets in advance. To 

get tickets send a self address stamped envelope "Concert Series" at the above 

address.   

           
Jim Owens, a very very good trombone player with the Little Big Band. The rhythm is great with former 

Butch on the keyboards, Jeremy on the bass bother former USAF Band members and Joe Weber on 

drums.  By the way you can see Jim Owens on the trombone at the Ground Hog Day Party. 

 
Steve Shinninger, a not so great singer with the Little Big Band.    
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GROUND HOG DAY PARTY:  Don't forget Tuesday February 2 at 7-9:30 the Big 

Ground Hog Day Party at the Riverbend Restaurant at 1059 S. Big Bend (63117) one 

block south of Clayton Road.  We have paid for a very entertaining five piece band, plus 

Dean Christopher and other surprises. Come on out and have a good time. The 

entertainment is on us.  

 

  
 

 
  
 

CARTOONS: 
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With apologies to the great songwriter Irving Berlin! 
 

 
 

 


